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U5, Goes Back Into Its Dance 
~_ As Gapers Give Way to Gliders 





Bandleaders who have been on? 
the one-night trail through the east 
and midwest during the past few 

assert that there has been 
a definite pickup in business and 
interest in name music. They also 
have been noticing—in many cases 
to their surprise—a trend by pa- 
trons back toward dancing. And 
the latter has struck an optimistic 
note-through the wails of top and 
medium name leaders alike who in 
recent months found themselves 
hit hard by a lagging band b.o. 

For quite a number of years, the 
nature of the musie fed ballroom 
patrons by name swing bands has 
engendered a concert atmosphere. 
Many ballroom owners, agency men 
and maestros blame this for the 
loss of prestige and business by 
name combos, feeling that e 
stand - around - the-bandstand idea 
was carried so far that youngsters 


ballrooms eventually got out of the 
bit, Then they of the 
e thing 


Tommy Dorsey, Guy Lombardo, 
(Continued on page 63) o 


Blanche Yurka Sees 
Actors in Residence 
As Hypo for Theatre 


Salt Lake City, May 11. 
Blanche Yurka is combining her 
road engagements with a crusade 
for expansion of university thea- 
a throughout the country. Dur- 
ng an appearance here last week 





time out to interest C. Lowell Lees, 
divector of the University theatre, 
x the idea of “artists in resi- 
ence,” a system of professional 
actors with university faculties to 
build up college dramatic depart- 


Artists in residence are doing a 
(Continued on page 63) 


NO ROLES AVAILABLE? 
THESPS TURN DIRECTORS 


ee MIKE ~ e-card 
48S 1s always greener in 
fe Rext pasture, especially for ac- 
. Uncertainties of the thesping 
business have driven a number of 
a behind the camera during 
aps gt aes. and several 
etting coached for di- 
Praane jobs. Among the latter are 
e 





Sinatra, who recently got his 
et by directing test footage 
ae Beryl Davis at Metro; 
x elly, who’s prepping for di- 

“ S chair via dance guidance 
Lhe at the same studio; 
Ps ette Colbert, who has an- 
ier whee ge = a directing ca- 

a e re 

two oo res from acting 
urrently telling other actors 
aa n io for Se ret time in 
‘rs are Richard Haydn, 
directing “The Tatlock Millions” 


Sophie Tucker in 41st 


Year with Morris Agcy. 
With her May 31 booking at the 
London Casino, the William Morris 
Agency has started laying out 
Sophie Tucker’s route for the 
1948-49 season. This marks the 
4lst anniversary of the comedi- 
enne’s affiliation with the Morris 
office. 

Abe Lastfogel, g.m. of the 
agency is again personally super- 
vising her next year’s bookings. 


‘Manana’ Means 


Dinero, 976 Take 
For Lee-Barbour 


Hollywood, May 11. 


Peggy Lee and hubby Dave Bar- 
bour have run up a tidy $97,000 
to date, on their hit song, “Ma- 
nana.” Coin score comes well 
nigh being impossible in these 
days when music profits are at a 
lowest level. 


Miss Lee and Barbour cleffed 
“Manana” and secretly waxed song 
for Capitol Records. They popped 
it just after American Federation 
of Musicians’ ban became effective 





Jan. 1. Tune hit heavy and fast, 
catching rival labels completely 
off guard. 


Orders on Miss Lee’s platter are 
biggest Capitol has ever had on a 
single release—1,500,000 copies. 
Miss Lee gets 3c. royalty on. each, 
$45,000 so far. As cleffer of ‘Ma- 
nana” she and Barbour get 1%4c. 
per disk—$22,000. All record sales 
other than Cap’s will net song- 
stress-writer royalties of $10,000. 

To date, 200,000 sheet music 
copies have been peddled. As half 
owner of firm Mickey Goldsen op- 
erates in their name, and warbler 
and her hubby will pocket $20,000. 
Not yet computed are future sales 
royalties of all sorts, plus American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers cuts. 





Rail Peace Lifesaver 
To Show Biz Travel 


Calling off of the projected rail- 
road strike Monday (10) following 
the Government seizure of the 
rails and a Federal court order for- 
bidding the walkout, was a life- 
saver to show business. Existing 
plane and bus transportation would 
have been insufficient to handle the 
travelling legit shows, bands, 
vaudeville performers, and film 
cartage, especially in the light of 
the rush to these facilities by all. 
Even shipment of sheet music 
would have been affected. 

Talent agencies, for a week back, 





(Continued On page 63) 


. (Continued on page 61) 


MAPS COLLEGE-BY-RADIO 





EDUCATORS BACK 





HOME-aT UY PLAN 


Radio is going to drag the col- 
lege professor from his ivory tower 
for a specially teamed-up effort to 
beam education into the home. 
Time has come, it’s felt, when ra- 
dio, grown strongly aware of its 
social responsibilities in an atomic 
age, can offer a powerful pipeline 
for the conveying of academic 
learning to the masses. 

Thus is NBC vigorously needling 
thé nation’s institutions of higher 
learning to join with the web in a 
vast adult education project which, 
would amount te a “people’s uni- 


Hollywood Pix Get Extra 0. 0. 
To Assist State Dept. Cause Abroad 


+ Hollywood pix in the interna- 





Pres. Truman Accepts 


Petrillo Invitation 


Washifigton, May 11. 

President Truman accepted an 
invitation last week from James C. 
Petrillo to attend a free concert 
which the American Federation of 
Musicians is sponsoring at Consti- 
tution Hall May 25. Concert will 
be played by the National 
Symphony Orch. 

Petrillo said he had landed Mr. 
Big following a White House 
courtesy call, which the AFM 





versity,” offering opportunity to 
non-college grads in particular to 


engage in home-study courses} 
built around network-produced 


programs. 

“Controlled” experiments with} 
the plan, in cooperation with lead- 
ing universities in several sections 
of the U.S., probably will be 
launched early next year. 

Sterling Fisher, manager of 
NBC’s public affairs and education 

(Continued on page 22) 


Urge U. S. Names 
To Play Abroad As 
B.0. Aid to Pictures 


Top names are being urged by 
film studios and talent agencies to 
take theatre bookings in England 
and some countries on the Conti- 
nent as a means of popularizing 
not only their pictures abroad but 
all U. S. product as well. 

Pressure upon the filmsters has 
been heaviest since Danny Kaye’s 
recent appearance at the Palla- 
dium, London, created a demand 
for his pictures and kayoed an as- 
sumption by film distributors that 
Britons would not go for Kaye's 
type of zanyism. . 

Although top picture personali- 
ties are still to be signed, names 
from radio and other fields that 
have made pictures have already 
been pacted. 

Jack Benny and Phil Harris have 
already been set for the London 
Palladium. Martha Raye is cur- 
rently touring the provinces, work- 
ing onstage from a wheelchair, be- 
cause of a torn ligament. Allan 
Jones and Irene Hervey also found 
favor with the British public.’ Ab- 
bott and Costello are also slated 
for appearances there. A deal is 
on for Edgar Bergen to play some 
English theatres after a trip to the 
Scandinavian peninsula. 














Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Selier 
“Nature Boy” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Now Is The Hour” 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“Nature Boy” 


Seller on Coin Machines 
“Nature Boy” 


British Best Seller 











“Galway Bay” 


prexy described as “two musicians 
discussing a little bit of harmony.” 


Tele’s Major Role 
In War Visioned 
By David Sarnoff 


Columbus, May 11. 


Television will play an impor- 
tant military role in case of an- 
other war, RCA prexy David Sarn- 
off told Army officers and engi- 
neers at nearby Wright Field here 
last week. The day may come, he 
said, when the nation’s command- 
er-in-chief in Washington, through 
the wonders of video, will be able 
to watch distant military activities 
and maneuvers, even overseas. 

Stressing the importance of 
adapting new developments to 
military uses in a speech before 
the Armed Forces Communica- 
tions Assn., of which he’s prez, 
Sarnoff detailed the “many prac- 
tical applications of television to 
military operations,” which he said 
are immediately feasible. Among 
these he listed: 











tional market are currently paying 
off in good will for America, even 
if not in the form of solid coin. As 


|a result of the system devised by 


the industry last year to closely 
sieve its product for overseas con- 
sumption, criticism of the quality 
of U. S. films has now virtually 
died out in western Europe. In 
Soviet-dominated eastern Europe. 
of course, virulent attacks against 
Hollywood pix as purveyors of 
“capitalist culture” still persist. 

U. S. State Department officials 
have been specially gratified by the 
industry’s move to purge all prod- 
uct from the export lists which 
tended to distort the American way 
of life. Through the Motion Pic- 


ture Assn. of America, the industry, 


on its side, has moved to tighten 
its export control system in order 
to head off all threats of Govern- 
mental intervention and censor- 
ship. 

Filing though a double check 
system organized last year, all pix 
of the nine member companies 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America are now being screened 


(Continued on page 18) 


An Exhib From Dixie And 
S.A. Juror (Blonde) Cause 
$2,100,000 Suit Mistrial 


The irresistible beckonirz of a 





curvaceous blonde juror turned a 
$2,100,000 triple damage, anti-trust 
hearing into a mistrial in N. Y. 
federal 
(Tues.). S.a. windup to what looked 
to be a dull three-weeks of court 
testimony in the fight of Fifth & 
Walnut, Inc. against the eight ma- 
jors had its dress rehearsal in a 
restaurant neighboring the court- 
house. The juror, Mrs. Della Bren- 
nan, contrary to specific instruc- 


district court yesterday 


tions from the court, signalled one 





Remote control and direction of ; 
pilotless bombers and crash boats 
laden with explosives against en- 
emy targets; use in observation 

(Continued on page 61) 


Films’ First Saturation 
Trailers on Television 


Film industry's first saturation 
advertising campaign on television 
teed off last (Tuesday) night when 
20th-Fox ran trailers plugging 
“Tron Curtain” on four stations on 
the NBC east coast video web. 
Film opens day-and-date today 
(Wed.) in more than 400 situations 
throughout the country. 

Trailers were run _ twice last 
night on WNBT (N.Y.), WPTZ 
(Philade!tphia), WNBW (Washing- 
ton) and WRGB (Schenectady), 
latter outlet covering the Albany 
area. They’re to be screened twice 
again tonight (Wednesday) on the 
same four stations. Trailers, run- 
ning two-and-a-half minutes, were 
specially designed for the video 
plants. They “originated in N.Y. 
and were piped via coaxial cable 





Vincent Leibell 
against any of the jurors talking 
with witnesses, parties or counsel. 
Advised by defense attorneys of 
Schwartz's 





to the other three outlets. 


of the plaintiffs, Vance Schwartz, 
to her table while lunching and had 
words with him, 


Earlier in the day, Federal Judge 
had warned 


table-hopping, Judge 
(Continued on page 63) 





STRONG CAFE NAMES 


BOOM B’WAY BISTROS 


Business in the Broadway niter- 


ies has heartened bonifaces to the 
extent that they’re now saying 


there’s nothing wrong with the 


cafe trade that a solid attraction 
won’t cure. 


Grosses being racked 
up are the best in some time, and 


considered unusually good for this 


time of the year. 

The act lineup is also the strong- 
est. For example, the Ritz Bros. 
at $10,000 at the Harem; Harry 
Richman ($5,000) and Jan Murray 
at the Riviera; Kay Thompson and 

(Continued on page 63) 
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RKO Eased Out of Financial Hole 
By NBC Tele-Leasing of N.Y. Studios 








Lease closed this week by NBC* 


for a substantial portion of RKO- 
Pathe’s studios .and facilities in 
Pathe Lab building, New York, 
pulls RKO out of a hole in which 
its venture into eastern preduction 


RKO Still in Shorts 

Despite the leasing of space 
in its N. Y. studios to NBC, 
RKO-Pathe continues to use 
its plant there for bulk of its 





planted it. Terms of the lease, it’s | 


understood, are designed to per-| 
mit RKO, parent org of RKO-| 


Pathe. to break even on its flyer | 
into eastern studio space. Com-| 
pany had already lost about $600.- | 
000 in the two-year occupancy of | 
the Pathe building. | 

NBC takes over the three studios | 
July 1 on a five-year lease with the | 
intention of devoting them strict- | 
ly to television. The main studio 
is largest yet used for video, meas- | 
uring 97 by 74 feet. The two 
smaller come to 63 by 30 feet each. 
Net will also get a complete floor 
for office space besides facilities 
which include a makeup room. 

Entire film-for-tele setup wiil be | 
moved into the building by NBC. | 
That includes the Jerry Fairbanks 
unit, the NBC library, and all film 

rogram projects which will orig- 
inate from that spot. All new 
equipment will be installed by the | 
net. 

By taking on the RKO-Pathe | 
space, NBC will have five tele} 
studios. It already is operating | 
two smaller ones—3H and 4G—in 


shorts production, and actually 
wil) have an additional series 
of shorts soon going into work. 
Revealed. yesterday (Tues.) 
that in this shorts expansion 
program for the east, RKO- 
Pathe has lined up a series of 
seven one-reel specialties, ex- 
act nature or subject matter 
for which will be outlined in 
the next few weeks. 

RKO-Pathe currently turns 
out “This Is America” series of 
two-reel short subjects and 
“Flicker Flashbacks” at the 
studios on Park avenue at 
106th street. 

Additionally, it was an- 
nounced that RKO-Pathe will 
expand its current commercial 
picture production program. 


CLU, Authors League 
In 2 New Steps to Balk 











307 th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 


E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Now Playing .Nationally 


“BILL AND COO” 
Special Academy Award Winner 


Larry Parks Serves 
Notice on Columbia 
That He’s Bowing Out 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Basing refusal on Superior 
Judge William C. Mathes’ decision | 


preventing Columbia pictures from | 











Speech, Arts Censormg 


Two new steps to combat censor- 
ship of speech and the arts are) 
under way this week. One is be- | 
ing readied by the American Civil | 


enjoining him working elsewhere, | 
Larry Parks has advised the} 
studio he’s quitting. He feels the | 
ruling knocked out the “Specific | 
Performance” clause that gave the | 
studio exclusive rights to his serv- | 


ice. In serving notice he’s avail- |} 


Radio City. All studios will com- Liberties Union and the other by | able to other studios, Parks wrote | 


bine telecasting of live shows and|the Authors League of America. | Columbia, 
those filmed first and later broad-| In some instances the two groups , judgment 
|will probably work in close col-| contract of 


east. 


RKO-Pathe was forced to give up | 
most of its facilities because east- | 
ern production didn’t pan out in | 
the volume which RKOers first ex- | 
pected. A few features were made 
in the building, including RKO’s 
“The Window” and David O. Selz- 
nick’s “Portrait of Jenny,” but not | 
enough to keep the studios oper- 
ating at near capacity. 


After long dickerings, the way | 


for the deal was cleared last week 
when Pathe Industries okayed the 
subletting as landlord. Pathe’s 
approval was necessary under its 
lease to RKO-Pathe for letting of 
more than 50% of the space. 


Since RKO-Pathe’s lease is for 


laboration. 

The ACLU, which has long, 
headed anti-censorship activities, | 
is reorganizing its censorship com: | 
mittee under the chairmanship of | 
Elmer Rice. The committee is be-| 
ing enlarged, and will be given a 
sizable budget for its own projects. 


It will also have a permanent, full- 
‘time executive to carry on its the contract wrongfully procured 


\work. A meeting to put these 
| moves into effect has been set for 
May 21. 

The Authors League has formed 
a new, enlarged committee to wage 
a more active battle against cen- 
sorship in the various writing 
fields, and the group will have its 
first meeting this week. Mem- 


five years, with an option to renew bers named by Oscar Hammer- 


for another five years, company 
may be called to re-occupy the fa- 
cilities for the last three years of 
the lease’s life. 


POSTPONE TO JUNE 21 





Christopher LaFarge, William L. 
Shirer (Authors Guild), Moss 
Hart, Mare Connelly (Dramatists 
Guild), Sheldon Stark and S. Mark 
Smith (Radio Writers Guild). 

Hammerstein and John Hersey, 
League vice-prez, are ex-officio 


‘| BIG UNION’ TALKS as, age will probably 


Meetings at which steps will 
finally be taken to create “one big 
union” in the performer organiza- 
tions have been postponed until 
June 21. The delay is the result 
of the court hearings, current in 


elect its own chairman and will 
work out methods of procedure. It 
will probably function differently 
than the old League committee, 
possibly in separate units repre- 
senting the various guilds. Thus, 
‘in a censorship case involving 
books the Authors Guild members 





stein, 2d, League president, are | 


New York, of the legal tangle be- | (LaFarge and/or Shirer) might 
tween the Associated Actors and take action. Or the Dramatists 
Artistes of America and Matt! Guild reps (Hart, Connelly), or 
Shelvey, ousted executive-secre- |Radio Writers Guild (Stark, 
tary of the American Guild of Smith) may do likewise in their 
Variety Artists. The “one big’ own fields. However, any question 
union” sessions were to have been! of policy would undoubtedly be 
held in New York next week. |referred to the committee as a 
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Present when the consolidation 
confabs get under way next month 
will be the 4A’s board, with the 
presidents (or their selected dele- 
gates) 
tives of the affiliated unions, in- 
cluding Actors Equity  Assn., 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists, Screen Actors Guild, 
Screen Extras Guild, American 
Guild of Musical Artists, Chorus 
Equity, AGVA and several minor 
groups. 

George Heller, executive-secre- 
tary of AFRA and chairman of the 
4A’s television committee, is re- 
garded as the probable choice as 
executive head of the “one big 
union.” 


‘Search’ Moppet Stays 
In Czechoslovakia 


Hollywood, May 11. 
International complications have 





and administrative execu- 


whole, under the League’s basic 
practice. 

With Hammerstein on the Coast 
and, even while in the east, fre- 
quently busy with other League 
matters (not to mention his own 
manifold theatre and music activi- 
ties), it’s expected that Hersey may 
participate actively in the censor- 
ship committee affairs. 


Zinneman’s Lion Film 
A la ‘Search’ for RKO 


Fred Zinneman, currenfly direct- 
ing “Act of Violence” for Metro, 
‘is planning an off-the-cuff film on 
Palestine after he finishes the cur- 
rent chore around Aug. 1. He 
hopes to sell Dore Schary, produc- 
tion chief of RKO, to whom he’s 
committed next, on the idea of 
allowing him to repeat in the Holy 
| Land. the technique he used on 
|}making M-G’s “The Search” in 
| Germany. 








stymied Metro’s plans to import | Zinneman said that he hopes to 
Ivan Jandl, Czechoslovakian mop-' go to Palestine “without any pre- 
pet who played the lead in “The | conceived story idea and let the 
Search.” Idea was to star the 11-| screenplay write itself as we go 
year-old thesp in Hollywood pic- along, as we did with ‘The Search.’ 
tures, but political conditions in I am convinced that this is the only 


“As you know, the! 
declared that the 
Sept. 28, 1945, 


was procured from me _ as 
result of duress and undue in- 
fluence. It stated specifically that 
nothing in the judgment is to be 
eonstrued as entitling you to 
equitable relief for injunction or 
specific performance under the 
eontract. It’s my intention not to 
irender any services for you under 





- Make Mine Borscht | 


By MAX LIEBMAN 


In his nostalgic noodling about Life on the Borscht Belt (Vaniery 
March 24), Don Hartman recalls his first summer job as my second 
assistant at Log Tavern in the hills of Pike county, Pennsylvania. Don 
nosed out a long string of contenders to land that job. My first assist. 
ant was a young actor named Robert Gordon. Bob was a member of 
the American Laboratory Theatre, oe then by Richard Boleslavsky, 
He said there was a lot of talent floating around the Lab and | ought 
to take a look. I told Bob my staff was complete (me and him) but | 
was casting waiters for the camp and there was an opening for a lead. 
ing-man type of tray-carrier who looked good in tights. 


There was a stiff set of standards for waiters at a summer camp. A 
soup-spiller had to be college-bred, have a fine physique, wield a 
wicked tennis racket, shake a nimble hoof on the dancefloor, possess 
a rumbling larynx for poetry-reading in a canoe and know how to hold 
his own in a “What is life?” tete-a-tete. If he could sing, tap-dance 
play a ukelele or paint scenery, he had an edge. My particular need 
was for a hash-slinger with pash who could double in “Hamiet.” 

Bob took me over to the American Laboratory Theatre. Boleslavsky 
was rehearsing “Twelfth Night” with Robert Gordon, Don Hartman, 
Harold Hecht, George Macready and Pat Duggan. I took no notice of 
the femmes in the company. They would be considered competition to 
the gal guests, who were shelling out 50 weeks’ savings for two weeks 
of romance. When we needed females in the shows they were chosen 
from the guests or from the office staff (most typists were coloraturas, 
bookkeepers contraltes and room clerks emoters). 

Don looked good in “Twelfth Night.” He was a talented actor, had 
wavy blond hair and a Barrymore profile. No doubt about his feminine 
appeal. I took him on. He was to wait on tables (for tips) and work 
on the social staff (for a_season bonus of $25). He was a lousy waiter, 


We were, at this time, beginning to create a pattern for camp enter- 

















tainment. While over at the Catskills a high pressure “toomeler” was 


| getting yocks with his porch routine (practical jokes, card kibitzing and 


off-color stories for the wedded femmes), his swimming pool routine 


| (walking into the water fully garbed, nonchalantly smoking a cigar and 


reading a paper) and his dining room routine (fortissimo screaming, 
wearing an inverted souppot for a helmet and frantically waving a 
cleaver), we were writing and producing original shows. The piece de 
resistance of the previous season at Log Tavern was a musical comedy 
concocted by Morrie Ryskind, Max Lief and Yip Harburg, favored guests 
at the camp. It was performed on an improvised stage in the dining 
room, with a pair of blankets for a front traveller. 


Soup Stains or Show 


Don was put in charge of the season’s waiters’ show, written, directed 
and acted by the waiters. It was the first time he took to the typewriter, 
turning out the bulk of the material. On the Saturday night of the 
show there were thousands of details to attend to, and they were prey- 
ing heavily on the troubled mind of the waiter-impresario as he served 
the potroast to a table of female wolves. 


“Where's the soup?” one of them wanted to know. “No soup tonight,” 
Don announced. “What do you mean no soup tonight? There’s soup 
every night!” “Look, do you want soup or a show?” They -skipped 
the soup. 





| by you, and to make myself avail- 
lable, to solicit other employment 
which offers an adequate oppor- 
tunity for me.” 


Parks hasn’t worked since he 
finished “Gallant Blade” at Colum- 
bia in January. He has let his 
$800 weekly salary pile up at 
| studio since last June. Checks 
‘being held for him now total 
| $25,000. It would have been 
| $39,200 but there were no checks 
| during the regular 12-week lay- 
off period. Parks, it’s understood, 
definitely won’t make the “Jolson 
Story” sequel unless a one-picture 
deal is made. 


Columbia’s statement on Parks 
observes: “Mr. Parks has devel- 
opened a habit of trying his case 
in newspapers. Columbia has in 
past and will continue to leave its 
litigated legal problems to courts. 
Columbia, however, will resist by 
all means the law permits any at- 
tempts by Mr. Parks or anyone 
else to violate terms of contract 
between Mr. Parks and Columbia.” 


Screenwriter David Hertz 





Hollywood, May 11. 

David Hertz, 43, sereen writer, 
disappeared May 5 with his light 
plane in an offshore fog near Santa 
, Monica and no trace of him or his 
'plane has been found since. His 
\last message reported engine 
trouble 17 minutes after he left the 
airport. After a search by the 
Coast Guard and the Sheriff’s Aero 
Detail he was reported “missing at 
sea.”’ 


Formerly a_ legit playwright, 
Hertz became a screen writer in 
1935 and at the time of his disap- 
_ Pearance was under contract to 
, 20th-Fox. His screen credits in- 
,clude “Daisy Kenyon,” “The Devil 
is a Woman,” “Beloved Enemy,” 
“History is Made at Night” and “I 
Met My Love Again.” His last 
script was “Tender is the Night,” 
for David O. Selznick. A daughter, 
Katherine, 10, survives. 











Metro Inks Como 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Perry Como, formerly with 20th- 
Fox, signed a seven-year player 
contract with Metro calling for 
one picture annually. 
Singer is working currently in | 
“Words and Music,” the Arthur 





Czehoslovakia have grown too) way of making a picture of that 
touchy. -- = -~- -- --2 kind.” 


City lot. | Na 


Disappears in Plane’ 


Next season Don went out on his own and finally wound up at Camp 
Tamiment. He was later followed by Herb Polesie. Then came Vin- 
cent Sherman, and then I moved in for nine years. The entertain- 
ment pattern was taking form. Over at Spiegel’s Lakeside Villa and 
Cottages, Fallsburg, N.Y., there cropped up a crying need for an 
assistant “toomeler”’—any little guy with a large collection of funny 
hats, who took care of the porch while the top man was busy falling 
into the swimming pool. Then they added a baritone, a “prim’ 
‘prima donna), an all-around juvenile with a blue jacket and white 
flannels, and a blues or “Orchi-Chornia” singer. These specialists had 
to know how to “speak lines.” They performed one-acters like “The 
Valiant,” “Thank You, Doctor,” “The Flattering Word” and the whole 
Eugene O'Neill cycle on Friday nights (Sabbath eve), when singing and 
dancing were taboo. Saturday night was reserved for the “big show” 
—a cut-down, pirated version of ‘Rain or Shine” or a hastily cooked- 
up goulash of vaudeville acts and “production numbers.” 

Soon completely outfitted stages with fly lofts became standard equip- 
ment at hotels like Grossinger’s, The Flagler, The President and Laurel 
Country Club. And a place called Nemerson’s built a 600-seat theatre 
with permanent seats because old man Nemerson was “sick and tired 
of pushing folding chairs around.” The “social staffs” became larger 
and more professional, and the productions more elaborate and formal. 

The adult camps, on beautiful lake sites, deep in pine woods, with 
plenty of privacy, accenting tennis, swimming, golf, horseback riding 
and romance, were attracting the “young crowd.” Doctors, lawyers, 
bookkeepers, schoolteachers and young bifsinessmen unleashed their 
inhibitions in these backwoods Bohemias in an orgy of physical and 
social activities. Having an intellectual or pseudo-intellectual outlook, 
they demanded a more highbrow type of amusement at the adult camps 
than they did at the hotels in the Catskills. When professional stand- 
ards were introduced, not only in the entertainment but in the opera- 
tion of the resorts, all the audience-participation activities were elim- 
inated. Masquerades, campfires, poetry readings (Remember the din- 
ing room steps at Tamiment, Don, and the after-lunch gathering for the 
daily drool?), canoe sings and stunt nights were eschewed for a weekly 
bill of concerts, firstrun pictures, drama, political satire, dance recitals 
and musical revues. 

The theatre at Tamiment now is all business. It is a model 1,200- 
seat structure completely equipped with the latest and advanced para- 
phernalia. It has Broadway standards and a unique method of opera- 
tion—no socializing, mixing or life-of-the-party stuff. (And, Don, they 
don’t dance with the audience.) It is, and has been, the summer labor- 
atory of well-established performers, many of whom come to re-learn 
how to walk and talk. The company numbers close to 60. This in- 
peo musicians, actors, scenic designers, costumers, lyricists and com- 

Don Hartman winds up his beguiling reminiscences this way: “... al- 
though I believe it was the greatest training ground in the world, I 
a to go back to it. And I wish all of my fellow alumni the 

‘I Wanna Go Back!” 


Well, Don, I know you’re sincere in wanting to save your triends 
from a fate worse than death, but after an absence of seven years, I 
want to go back to Tamiment. And I'll tell you why. 

For at least 10 weeks out of the year I want to funetion in the the- 
atre without the aggravating obstacles that plague a writer-director on 
Broadway. I want to reach an audience without interference, with- 
out compromise, without stifling regulations and phoney traditions and 
without the wise guys’ slant on the boxoffice. I want to put into prac- 
tice some mulled-over notions on pivotal scenery and painted costumes. 
I want to see what can be done with those new, powerful, compact light 
units. I want to do a folk play in fluid action, interweaving in continu- 
ous movement the mediums of the spoken drama, music and ballet. I 
want to integrate the bold, heroic elements of outdoor pageantry with- 
in the proscenium-bound confines of the stage. 

I want to go back to consolidate a company of dancers employing 
various technical styles. I want to work with a choreographer on a new 
ballet combining hoofing, classical entre chat and modern movement. 
I want to do revues with biting political content. I want to do charm 
shows, blissfully untopical, with unabashed hokum, geared for straight 





Freed production on the Culver; 


divertissement. I want to convince Gian-Carlo Menotti to let me try out 
(Continued on page 17) 
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0th's Pix Now 


Costing 207, Less 





Effects of the drastic economies * 
imposed in Hollywood last fall are 
starting to show up as sweet music 
in the profit columns of the major 
companies. Tipoff came this week 
with preparation of figures by 
20th-Fox to present to the stock- 
holders at their annual session in 
New York next Tuesday (18). They 
disclose that films amortized dur- 
ing the current ( second) quarter of 
the company’s fiscal year are run- 
ning 20% less in cost than a year 
ago. 

Second half of 1948 will reflect 
an even more drastic cut in 
budgets, since it will take until 
then for the full effect of the 
economies to be felt. It’s not only 
the production side, either, that 
has slashed expenses, shareholders 
will learn. Operating costs of 
20th’s subsid, National Theatres, 
are likewise down about 20% from 
a year ago. 

There’s a very pleasant surprise 
in store, too, for the company’s 
owners on the positive side. In 
contrast to the news that’s been 
heard regarding the effect of the 
Supreme Court’s anti-trust de- 
cision and the state of the film 
business in general, 20th’s execs 
will be able to report an almost 
phenomenal zoom in income for 
the current quarter. 

Film rentals for the period are 
up more than 15% over the same 
three months last year and more 
than 20% over the first quarter of 
this year. Business of National 
Theatres continues at an even pace, 
equal to that of the other major 
circuits, at about 8% to 10% under 
1947. Last year’s figures, it must 
be remembered, however, were 
just a few percentage points below 
the alltime peak business of 1946. 
Compensating for the drop in the 


(Continued on page 18) 


Goldwyn’s ‘Best Years’ 
Used as Case History In 
CBS Pix Documentary 


Format for the upcoming docu- 
mentary radio study of the film in- 
dustry by CBS has been set, with 
Samuel Goldwyn’s “Best Years of 
Our Lives” to be used as a case 
history. Pic will be traced from its 
inception to its final impact upon 
the filmgoer starting from the item 
in Time mag which spurred Gold- 
wyn to commission MacKinlay Kan- 
tor to write the original story. Sub- 
sequent squabble among Goldwyn, 
Kantor and director William Wyler 
over credit for the film will also 
be touched upon. 


“Best Years,” however, will only 
serve as a takeoff point for digres- 
sions into various phases of the 
film industry, with the documentary 
slated to emphasize the social and 
economic angles of the business. 

gram will also cover the func- 
tioning of the Audience Research 
Institute and George Gallup’s sta- 


tistical influence o ic produc- 
89 ver pic p 


Peter Lyon is scripting the show, 
which is being produced by Robert 
Heller, CBS documentary unit 
chief. No date will be set for the 
broadcast until the script is 80% 
completed. The network is also 
Planning to engage in a five-week 
promotion job for the program be- 
fore its airing. Show will probably 

aired in late June. 


CONNIE BENNETT, REP 
TALK PRODUCTION DEAL 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Constance Bennett, currently 
playing one of the top roles in 

Tums Along the Amazon” at Re- 
Public, is talking a production deal 
with that studio. 

Actress has submitted two story 
Properties to Herbert J. Yates for 
the approval. If the deal goes 

rough she will double as pro- 
— and Star, as she did recently 

h “Smart Woman” for Allied 








Cook’s Tours at Cutrates 

Popular idea making the 
rounds of film company home- 
offices on a way to use up 
some of the frozen British 
pounds and French francs is 
to give each employee a cut- 
price vacation abroad. It’s 
been suggested that both the 
companies and the workers 
could profit by selling each 
employee who wanted to make 
the trip a supply of blocked 
currency at the established 
rate of exchange and then 
making him a present of an 
equal amount. 

Companies would thus get 
dollars for at least a portion 
of their frozen coin and em- 
ployees would get a vacation 
overseas at half-price. 


British Films 


Lead the World, 
It Says Here 


London, May 11. 


Claim that the British film in- 
dustry today leads the world was 
made by Board of Trade prez Har- 








night (Monday) where the Nation- 
al Film Awards were handed out. 
Winners were Margaret Lock- 
ay Herbert Wilcox and John 
Mills. 


Declaring he spoke not as presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade but as 
one of an army of filmgoers, Wil- 
son said: “Tonight is a happy oc- 
casion because it marks the end of 
a year in which British films have 
gone from strength to strength. 
The awards presented are not 
merely to the public’s choice of 
top performances in Britain but to 
the best performances in the world, 
because there’s no doubt that the 
British ‘film industry today stands 
first and foremost among the film 
industries of the whole world. 


“We of the cinema-going public 
look to the film industry to pro- 
vide a large proportion of our en- 
tertainment in the next four or five 
years. We now no longer fear any 
competition from any part of the 
world and I know it will be the 
government’s desire to do all it can 
to help British film producers to 
go on producing the kind of films 
we are honoring tonight. 

Lord Rothermere, publisher of 
the Daily Mail which sponsors the 
awards, introduced the winners. 
He declared: 

“The more people who come 
forward to help the British film in- 
dustry, the happier we shall be. 
Through the overseas Daily Mail, 
we have started an entirely new 
award in Canada to try to popu- 
larize films there and hope to start 
one in Australia.” 


INDIE PIC ON RACIAL 
BIAS PRODUCED AT 706 


Race prejudice will be tackled 
again next month when “Strange 
Victory,” produced by a newly- 
formed indie firm known as Target 
Films, is scheduled to be released. 
Rather than seeking a distributor 
for its picture at present the com- 
pany first expects to roadshow the 
entry selected keys then will work 
out a release deal. 

Company heads Leo Hurwitz and 
Barney Rosset, Jr. explained last 
week in New York that they shot 
“Victory” in a documentary tech- 
nique in hospitals, office buildings, 
etc., with no sets whatever em- 
ployed. 

Rosset, who produced, arranged 
for the financing which totaled 
$70,000. Cast includes Cathy Mc- 
Gregor, Muriel Smith and the 
voice of Alfred Drake. Magazine 
writer Saul Levitt did the com- 
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mentary. 


DRIVE FOR PIX 


Hollywood Economies Up Profits; 
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old Wilson at a dinner here last | 


“CONSENT DE 


CREE 








NEW HOPE FOR 
PEACE PARTY 


The peace party in the film in- 
dustry has had its hand immeas- 
urably strengthened by the U. S. 
Supreme Court’s anti-trust decision 
and sentiment of top-drawer major 
company execs is now 
swinging in favor of an unvar- 
nished drive for a consent decree. 
An overall plan to settle the 10 
years of litigation is already tak- 
ing shape, fostered by biggics 
who've fought for “a new approach 
to the problem” ever since hear- 
ings first started before the statu- 
tory court. They’re now favored 
by a ruling which only promises 


tinued uncertainty for the film biz 
for years to come. 


The peace plan is simple in pur- 


ernment may be won over to its 
support. It would mean a partial 
surrender by the majors of their 
theatres in order to convert every 
middle and large-sized situation 
which is now closed to open, com- 
petitive conditions. Supplement- 
ing the actual transfer of theatres 
from majors to indie operators 
would be an accompanying agree- 
ment to divide product in those 
situations. The division of films 
would guarantee that no indie pur- 
chasing an affiliate house would 
later be squeezed out for lack of 
product. 


The plan envisages an approach 
to indie exhibitor organizations in 


(Continued on page 54) 


8 of ‘Unfriendly 10’ Get 
Respite Until Trumbo, 
Lawson Appeals Decided 


Hollywood, May 11. 

A sudden reversal of the Gov- 
ernment’s stand has resulted, in 
effect, in postponement of the 
trials of the remaining eight de- 
fendants for contempt of Congress 
pending the results of appeals to 
higher courts of John Howard 
Lawson and Dalton Trumbo. 

Technically, only the decisions 
have been delayed until final 
determination of the pending ap- 
peals. Defense lawyers succeeded, 
after four days of argument, in 
convincing U. S. assistant attorney 
general William. Hitz to agree to 
this stipulation which the court 
approved this| morning (Tues.) 
Terms of the stipulation provide 
that both sides present to the 
court any evidence they deem in 
the remaining eight cases, with 
the court withholding decision un- 





violently | 





Schary’s Status Quo 


Hollywood, May. 11 
If RKO policy remains as is, 
Dore Schary will continue as 
the studio’s production chief, 
it has been learned. Although 





endless court sparring and con- | 


pose and it’s thought that the Gov- | 


it is understood his contract 
permits him to depart if the 
company changes hands, he 
has made no deécision along 
that line as a result of the 
acquisition of a controlling 
interest by Howard Hughes 
this week. 

Schary’s attitude is one of 
wait-and-see. If he gets along 
| with Hughes and Hughes gets 
| along with him, he is perfect- 
ly content to remain, he has 
| informed his associates. 











Goldwyn Stays 
RKO, Scotches EL 


Merger Rumors 





release through RKO. Producer 
has notified the company that he 
| will pick up the option he holds to 
continue his distribution arrange- 
ment with it for another year from 
next July 1, when the current con- 
tract expires. 

This is seen as bursting the 
bubble of possibility that Goldwyn 
and Eagle Lion might make a 
| limited merger via an exchange of 
i stock and that the indie producer 
would release through EL. Gold- 
wyn and Robert R. Young, con- 
trolling stockholder in EL, huddled 
on the merger scheme in New York 
several months ago and are slated 
to have further talks during 
Young’s present stay on the Coast, 
but the deal—which never ap- 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Wilder’s Palestine Visit 
Billy Wilder (Brackett &), half 
of the Paramount producing-direct- 
ing-writing team, disclosed in New 
York prior to sailing aboard the 
Queen Mary Saturday (8), that he’ll 
probably visit Palestine during his 
trip and write a yarn with a Near 
East background when he returns. 
Wilder, who recently completed 
a directing stint on Par’s “Em- 
peror Waltz,” said that his trip is 
primarily a vacation. He expects 





| 








(Continued on page 22) 


to be away some six weeks. 








National Boxoffice Survey 


Rail Strike Threat Hits Biz—‘Union,’ ‘Clock,’ ‘Sis- 
ters,’ ‘Woman,’ ‘Bells’ Top Coin-Getters 


Threat of a nationwide railroad | 
strike over the weekend plus mild | 
weather that sent many to the) 
country is hurting firstrun theatres 
in many key cities this week. “State 
of Union” (M-G) continues leader 
by a wide margin although on its 
initial holdover stanzas in most 
spots, playing in some 19 keys 
covered by VARIETY. 

Remainder of field in national 
biz sweepstakes is widely split up 
indicating the desire of exhibitors 
to reshuffle product in order to 
come up with winners. Few of 
others in the Big Eight money class 
measure up to the big takings of 
“Union.” “Big Clock” (Par) 1s 
strong enough to cop second place | 
while “Sainted Sisters” (Par) will | 
wind up in third. “Woman in} 
White” (WB) is finishing in fourth 
slot. 

Others in top ratings are “Mir- 
acle of Bells” (RKO), “Lady From 
Shanghai” (Col), “Noose Hangs 
High” (EL) and “Sitting Pretty” 
(20th), finishing week 
named. Best in runner-up category 
are “Unconquered” 
Daughter” (M-G) and “Naked City” 
(U). “Furnace Creek” (20th) shapes 








very spotty and mostly mild or 


in order|(Mono) is doing fine in Denver. 
(Par), “B. ae some nice coin via four addi- 


worse this session, being good only 
in Seattle. 

Pacing new product are “Fight- 
ing Father Dunne” (RKO), “All 
My Sons” (U) and “Berlin Express” 
(RKO}. Last-named is nice in Bos- 
ton while world preem of “Dunne” 
in St. Louis looks strong. “Sons,” 
after big teeoff several weeks ago 
in N. Y., shapes sturdy in Detroit 
and great in Boston. 

“Ft. Apache” (RKO) is standout 
in Baltimore with sock week. “‘Pan- 
handle” (Mono) will be okay in 
same city. “Smugglers” (EL) looks 
strong in Louisville. “Anna Kar- 
enina” (20th) continues very mild 
in second week at N. Y. Roxy. 

Another newcomer, “Letter From 
Unknown Woman” (U), while mild 
in N. Y., shapes okay in L. A. “To 
the Victor” (WB), which is thin in 
Chicago, looks solid in Providence. 

“Noose” is being pushed to a 
big session in dull San Francisco 
via personals opening day by 
Abbott-Costello. “Song of Heart” 


“Bishop’s Wife’ (RKO) will rack 


tional dates this week. 
(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 





| 


Samuel Goldwyn will continue to | 


Hughes’ RKO Buy-In For $8,825,500 


Cues Conjecture on Execs’ Status 


+ 


Control of RKO passed yester- 
day (Tuesday) into the hands of 
Howard Hughes for $8,825,500. 
Floyd Odlum, president of Atlas 
Corp.,- announced that the tenta- 
tive agreement of 10 days ago for 
takeover of Atlas’ 929,020 shares 
by the plane manufacturer and 
indie producer had been firmly 
consummated Monday night. 

_Confirmation of the sale imme- 
diately brought into focus a maze 
of conjecture in the industry and 
among RKO execs as to the future 
of the company’s officials on both 
coasts. It was widely reported 
that important changes in top ex- 
ecutive positions in production 
and distribution might be expect- 
ed, despite indicated assurances in 
Hughes’ announcement that prexy 
N. Peter Rathvon and his staff, in- 
cluding production chief Dore 
Schary and exec v.p. Ned Depinet, 
could remain in control if they 


chose. 


It was quickly pointed out by 
corporation attorneys that Hughes 
could legally make no guarantees 
to Rathvon or anyone else. They 
cited the law as stating that no 
director can be bound as to fu- 
j ture actions which are wholly 
|within his discretion and for 
(Continued on page 4) 


Pix Cos, Advised to Lay 
Low on Early Court Test 
Of Freedom Guarantee 


Washington, May 11. 
There appear to be no plans for 
an early court test of the freedom 
of the screen despite the statement 
in the Supreme Court ruling on 








the big anti-trust case: “We have 
no doubt that moving pictures, like 
newspapers and radio, are included 
in the press whose freedom is 


guaranteed by the First Amend- 
ment.” 


In fact, the picture companies 
are being advised to lay low on this 
issue for the time being and let 
well enough alone. The film big- 
(Continued on page 17) 
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Drive-In Theatres Thrive, With 200 
In U.S.; Concessions Equal 50% of Gate 








RKO Execs 


Continued from page 3 


which he alone bears legal respon- 
sibility. Thus the new board to be 
named by Hughes may have some 





Second only to the attention+ 


television is getting from the film 
industry is the interest being 
shown this year in Drive-In thea- 
tres. Proved to be profitable in 
virtually every s.tuation where 
tried, the under-the-stars emporia 


-are out of the experimental stage 


and definitely taking their place 
this year as a major facet of the 
industry. 

With priorities off building, the 
Drive-Ins have been getting much 
more attention than regular 
houses, since the field is consider- 
ably more fertile. Closed-in thea- 
tres have been built to -near capa- 
city in most sections of the U. S. 
An early reason for building the 
outdoor showplaces, because they 
were cheap to put up, has gone by 
the board. 

The Drive-Ins have been getting 
fancier and fancier, and now cost 
as much as normal theatres for 
the same anticipated attendance. 
Enthusiasm with which the Drive- 


Ins are being greeted is seen in| 


the announcement of the Walter 
Reade circuit that it is planning 
27 of the houses in four mid-At- 
lantic states. 

According to the recent theatre 
survey of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America, there now are approxi- 
mately 200 Drive-Ins operating. 
That figure may well be doubled 
or tripled by this fall at the rate 
spots are going up. 

One of the great attractions of 
the al fresco filmeries is the profit 
on the concessions. It’s understood 
that the food and drink income 
can be counted on to equal at least 
50% of the gross at the gate. Of 
this income, one-half is said to be 
profit to exhibs who run the con- 
cessions themselves. Where the op- 
erator chooses to lease out the 
dine - and-drink privileges, con- 

(Continued on page 24) 


T-Men Checking 
Duplicate Stubs 


Washington, May 11. 

Bureau of Internal Revenue is 
reported preparing a full-scale 
probe into the Buffalo area for 
possible fraudulent admission tax 
returns by exhibitors as result of 
the disclosures made in the recent 
$3,000,000 Rivoli anti-trust trial. 





Hughes’ Big Stake 

With purchase of RKO Mon- 
day (10), Howard Hughes be- 
came without question the 
largest individual investor in 
the film business since the in- 
ception of the industry. He 
now has over $16,000,0000 of 
his own money tied up in RKO 
and in three films he made as 
an indie producer. 


In addition to the $8,825,500 
he paid for the RKO holdings, 
he has more than $3,000,000 
in “Vendetta” and $2,400,000 
in “Mad Wednesday,” both as 
yet unreleased. In addition, 
he has about $1,750,000 un- 
liquidated in “The Outlaw,” 
including the advertising and 
sales costs on the $2,400,000 
film, produced in 1941. Cen- 
sor troubles have kept it fram 
more than a minimum of 
dates. 











Cagney Renewing 


UA, Non-Exclusive 


| Despite William Cagney’s recent 
dispute with United Artists over 
distribution of his “Time of Your 
Life,’ the producer declared in 
New York yesterday (Tues.) that 
he’ll renew with UA on a non- 


exelusive basis. He has one more 
committment to the distrib under 


the present pact. Pointing out he 
has no committments with any- 
one else, he revealed he'll produce 
| cue films this year. 


Citing the advantages of aligning 
with a major, Cagney said that the 
chief benefit accruing to an in- 
dependent through such deals is 
that the major puts up the com- 
pletion hond while many banks 
refuse to do this at present. He 
also stated there are a number of 
advantages in shooting on a major 
lot. Nevertheless, he said, he'd re- 
main independent. 


While he has an ambitious pro- 
duction schedule, Cagney said he 
has no filmmaking plans overseas. 
There’s a general confusion in 
Britain, he felt, and opined that 











moral obligation to keep present 
officials, in line with a promise 
by the planemaker, but certainly 
the directors are under no legal 
compulsion. 

Hughes paid $9.50 per share for 
the Atlas holdings. It comprises 
24% of RKO’s 3,924,913 outstand- 
ing shares. Retained by Odlum are 
327,812 option warrants for pur- 
chase of additional stock at $15 
per share. These options were be- 
ing quoted on the New York Curb 
Exchange at $2.124% at the time 
of consummation of the sale Mon- 
day. Closing price of RKO shares 
'on the New York Stock Exchange 
that day was $8.87}. 


Odlum’s Statement 


Statement issued by Odlum im- 
mediately after the opening of the 
market yesterday follows in full: 


“The tentative contract that 
Howard Hughes and I entered 
into several days ago permit- 
ed me to withdraw if within a 
period of time I should obtain 
a higher eash offer from 
others. I have received such 
an offer, but notwithstanding 
this I have today made the 
purchase agreement with How- 
ard Hughes firm and final, and 
the shares will change hands 
within the next day or two. 


“IT aecepted the Hughes deal 
in preference to the alternate 
bids, having in mind Mr. 
Hughes’ indicated plans with 
respect to the future of the 
company. These plans are im- 
portant to Atlas Corp., not 
only because it has been the 
sponsor for RKO during more 
than 12 years past, but also 
because Atlas Corp. eliminat- 
ed frem the sale to Howard 
Hughes, and will continue to 
hold, a large block of RKO 
options warrants and is there- 
fore maintaining a direct and 
heavy financial interest in the 
company’s progress and fu- 
ture.” 

Odlum’s reference above to pre- 
| ferring Hugh:s to other buyers 
because of his “indicated plans 
with respect to the future of the 
company” is interpreted in the 
trade as indicating Hughes’ guar- 
antee of Rathvon's’ continued 
tenure. Makeup of the RKO board 
and a possible tipeff on future 
management will “e made public 
shortly. with issuance of proxy 





Even more significantly, there’s the lack of production know-how | statements for the annual stock- 


talk here that more men will be 
assigned by Treasury to the job of 


abroad usually extends shooting 
schedules so far that in the long 


holders’ meeting, generally held 
in June. Proxy will disclose 





- History of RKO Goes Back to 1883. 


Howard Hughes’ buyout of RKO gives another twist to the com. 
pany’s tangled history. One strand leads back to 1883 when B. FR, 
Keith opened his first vaude theatre in Boston which was later to 
become part of the powerful combine of Keith-Albee and Orpheum 


circuits in 1914. 


Another traces back to the automobile export 


company of Rufus S. Cole and H. F. Robertson which formed a 
film export division in 1917, after unexpectedly receiving an order 
for pictures from the Far East, A third strand links up the Mutual 
Film Corp., one of the earliest production and distribution com. 
panies to grow out of the nickelodeon era. 

In 1920, Robertson-Cole stepped into the production phase on a 
big scale and bought out Mutual’s studio and exchange facilities 
Two years later, Robertson-Cole stepped out and the controlling 
British banking interests changed the company’s name to the Film 


Booking Office of America. 


While more of a releasing than a 


producing company, FBO made numerous serials and westerns. 


P. A. (Pat) Powers, of (Carl) Lae 


mmile, (R. H.) Cochrane & Powers, 


the triumvirate behind Universal, was prexy at this stage. 
In 1923 Graham's of London, another English banking firm, took 
over FBO with Major H. C. S. Thomson, a sahib from India, 


succeeding Powers. 


In 1926 FBO passed into U. S. hands when 


the Boston banking house of Hayden, Stone & Co. bought out FBO. 
Joseph P. Kennedy, later to become U. S. ambassador to England, 
became FBO’s new prexy until 1929 when Radio Corp. of America 
assumed control and gave the company its modern look. 


After buying into FBO, RCA m 


erged the company with the Keith. 


Albee-Orpheum theatre circuit and renamed the setup to Radio- 


Keith-Orpheum Studios. 


Further expansion of RKO came in 1931 


when the distribution and theatrical properties of Pathe were 
acquired. Purchase of the Pathe newsreel, however, came a few 


years later. 
the Cecil B. DeMille studio. 


H. Aylesworth became chairman 


RKO took over Pathe’s Culver City studio known as 


In 1931, David O. Selznick became 
chief studio exec, succeeding William Le Baron. 


In 1932, Merlin 
of RKO’s board. 


Drained of its resources due to the feverish race in production 
and theatre expansion during that period, RKO went into receiver- 


ship in 1933 with the Irving Trust Co. as trustee. 


In 1935, RCA 


sold to Atlas Corp. a part of its large holdings and in January, 
1939, Atlas Corp. put ferward a plan of reorganization that was 


approved by the court and ended 


the bank’s control of the company. 


In addition to Atlas, RCA, Rockefeller Center and Time, Inc., held 


substantial holdings in the new 
of all its remaining interest in 


company. In 1943, RCA disposed 
RKO, leaving Atlas in effective 


control of the new company up to the present time. 

















in figuring at what rate payment is 
being made for the control of the 
company. 

Since RKO has not issued its 
1947 financial report as yet, exact 
extent of the indebtedness cannot 
be ascertained. Based on 1946 


| eseney. holding large—but no- 
| where near controlling—bliocks of 
| Paramount and Walt Disney Pro- 
ductions. According to Odlum’s 
report, as of the end of 1947, Atlas 
had in its portfolio 70,500 shares 
of Paramount (current value ap- 





figures and what financial opera-| proximately $1,625,000) and 91,700 


tions are known to have taken 


shares of Disney. Latter are un- 


place last year, total indebtedness | listed on the exchange, but were 
is believed to amount to about! valued by Odlum in his report at 


$25,000,000. This 
1946 refunding bond issue by the 


comprises a! $275,000. 





| 
volving fund loan made for the| RKO STOCK ACTIVE 


production company in 1947. 

Atlas Corp.’s RKO holdings in- 
volved in the deal with Howard 
Hughes represent 24° of the out- 
standing stock in the film com- 
pany. This is sufficient to provide 
control—despite the fact that it 
is far from a majority interest—in- 
asmuch as the remaind@r of the 
outstanding shares are so diversely 
held. 

It’s conceivable that other 
minority interests might attempt to 
rally a sufficient number of stock- 


BUT PRICE UNCHANGED 


While announcement on_ the 
‘ticker of Howard Hughes’ pur- 
|chase of Atlas holdings in RKO 
| brought increased activity in RKO 
_common yesterday (Tues.), the 
‘shares closed unchanged at $8.- 
(874%. On announcement of the 
buy-in, interest in trading pushed 
RKO to $9.25, high for the day, 
with many later quotations around 


$9. The $9.25 price was only 





checking theatre reports on the | run costs are about even with these | whether present officers will con- 


admission tax. 


in the U. S. since pictures are made 


As matters now stand, only two |more efficiently here. | 


revenuers work full-time on check- 
ing data filed with the bureau by 
ticket printing companies. Under 
Treasury regulations, outfits which 
print up the pastecards must file a 
duplicate copy of all orders from 
exhibs with the Collector ‘of In- 
ternal Revenue in the area where 
the theatre is located. 

The two T-men check for any 
duplication of orders which might 
indicate a seheme to skirt the ad- 
mission tax requirements. How- 
ever, there’s such a volume of re- 
ports that a spot-check, so far, has 
been the only le procedure. 

The Rivoli «which was tossed 
out by a jury after major defend- 
ants introduced evidence that the 
management had ordered duplicate 
tickets from three different print- 
ing concerns, has the Bureau think- 

‘ing. In that case there was some 
evidence that the Government may 
have lost $12,000 in taxes in three 
years’ time. 

The Bureau has the idea that the 
practice in the Buffalo sector may 
have been widespread on the basis 
if one could do it, others could 
also. Hence, the probability of an 
investigation. Reps of the Internal 
Revenue Dept. listened in during 
the Rivoli trial and noted down all 
evidence which could have referred 
to the tax question. 





Sears Delayed in N. Y. 


Grad Sears, United Artists 
prexy, has pushed off his sched- 
uled trip from New York to the 
Coast “for a few days.” It was in- 
dicated that he might leave over 
the weekend if matters taking his 
at‘ention in the east. are out of 
the way by that time. : 

Sears is slated to huddle on 
number of indie production deals 
during iis stay on the Coast. 


Among story properties which 
Cagney has on his upcoming 
agenda are “Lion in the Street” 
and “Only the Valiant.” Former 
will have a budget of $2,250,000 
while the latter has been marked 
for $1,650,000. Producer’s “Time 
of Your Life,” in which UA has a 
$250,000 investment, is slated to) 
'preem at the Mayfair, N. Y., May | 
28. Preceding evening film will | 
jhave a benefit screening with pro- 
ceeds going to the Wiltwyck School 
for Boys. There’s also a simul- 
taneous preem taking place in San 
Francisco where much of the story 
unfolds. 


AMUSEMENT STOCKS 
STABILIZED IN APRIL 


‘Amusement’ stocks stabilized 
themselves during the month of 
April for the first time since the 























tinue on the directorate. They 
are Rathvon, Depinet and J. Miller 
Walker, the secretary. 


Aviation Biz Ties 


Odlum’s remark that he took 
Hughes’ offer despite higher bids 
from other sources caused no sur- 
prise among insiders. Hughes’ 
Trans-World Airlines is a highly- 
important customer of Consolidat- 
ed Vultee Aircraft Corp., of which 
Atlas is No. 1 stockholder. Atlas 
holds 1,780,650 shares in the com- 
pany, which are valued at about 
$25,000,000. It was clear, there- 
fore, that he'd. take no undue 
chances on jeopardizing the im- 
portant orders that TWA could 
throw to Consolidated and that 
other o.ers would have to be a 
great deal higher than Hughes’ to 
capture RKO _ut from under him. 

The 10-day conditional sale pe- 
riod, during which Odlum was 
free to cancel the agreement if he 
could obtain a higher offer, was 
looked on by insiders as primarily 





postwar loop-the-loops started, 
varying on an overall average only | 
a fraction of a percent from the | 
March average. Total value of all | 
stecks listed on the New York! 
Stock Exchange in the entertain- | 
ment bracket—and that includes | 
major film companies, big networks | 
‘and disk outfits—came to $706,- | 
| 496,144. 

The total, as of April 30, on the | 
big board represents a slight dip) 
of $8,344,840 from the 1948 high | 
racked up at the close of March. 
It’s way ahead of the postwar low 
of $597,576,683 which stocks dived 
to at the end of February. 


Average price of amusement 
shares at April’s windup hit $17.08 
per share. That compares with 
$17.29 per share average in March 
and a cellar $14.59 per share in 
| February. 








a lever by Odlum to try to jack 
up Hughes’ price offer. As a mat- 
ter of fact, a flock of syndicates 
sprang up on both coasts during 
the waiting period and came 
through with varying deals. Their 
interest was primarily the reputed 
value of $50,000,000 placed on 
RKO’s theatre holdings alone. 
Even should total divorcement be 
ordered by.the courts, the stock- 
holders could thus come out ad- 
vantageously on their investment. 
RKO has 124 houses, plus shares 
in about 75 others. 


On the basis of the present ex- 
change quotations, the total value 
of RKO is just short of $35,000,000. 
Company has_ considerable  in- 
debtedness, however, dating back 
to its years in 77B reorganization, 
and new owners naturally take on 
responsibility for this sum. That 
must be added to the $35,000,000 





holders in a battle of proxies to 
unseat the present management, 
but that is thought very unhikely.’ 
The shares involved in the Hughes- 
RKO deal, as a matter of fact, 
represent a considerable greater 
percentage of RKO stock than 
controlling interest in many other 
companies. Robert R. Young (con- 
trolling stockholder in Pathe In- 
dustries), for instance, is fighting 
for dominance of the New York 
Central Railroad with only 4% of 
the outstanding shares. 

Aside from its RKO holdings, At- 
las has other interests in the film 








12%c. away from the 1948 high. 
During the day, 5,300 shares 


changed hands. 


RKO. option warrants, listed on 
the N. Y, Curb, also were un- 
changed on the day at $2.12'2, 
but active with 1,200 shares 
traded. Atlas retains a large block 
of these warrants. 

Film shares generally were 
little changed in yesterday's firm, 
if not too bullish, market. Para- 
mount sold as high as $23.75, 
where it was only fractionally 
away from the year’s top, but 
closed at $23.3742 up 12!2c. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Edgar Bergen Anita Gordon Jack Melvin 

Jack Bolton Henry Hull Ona Munson o 
Sam Bronston Benita Hume Richard Murphy 

Dr. Norton Brown Ruth Hussey Martin Murray 


Macdonald Carey 
Ronald Colman 

_, Mrs. Walter de Leon 
Cecil B. DeMille 
Donald Douglas 
Harry Ellerbe 
Errol Flynn 
Royal Foster 
Eve Ginsher 


Adele Jergens 

Joe Kaufman 
Larry Kent 

Burt Lancaster 
Ross Lederman 
Perry Lieber 
Harry Link 

Joseph Mankiewicz 
Carole Mathews 


Ray Nobie 

Pat O'Brien 

Pat Patrick 
Harry Revel 

B. B. Robinson 
Lee Sands 

Alan Smith 
Howard Strickling 
Eugene Zukor 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Larry Adler 
William Bendix 
Jack Briggs 
Geraldine Brooks 
Ted Cott 

James Franey . 
Benedict Gimbel, Jr. 
Walter Gould 
Charles Hammond 


Karl Hertzog 
Saul Jaffe 

G. W. Johnstone 
Jesse Kaye 

Ed Kobak 

Roger Murrell 
Morris Novik 
Dick Pack 

Brock Pemberton 


Frank Pope 
Marjorie Reynolds 
Ginger Rogers 
George Rosen 
Walter Seldon 
Frank Stanton 
Robert D. Swezey 
Niles Trammell 
Clifton Webb 


N. Y. to Europe 
Fayette Allport Gertrude Lawrence Irene Selznick 
Guy Bolton Anatole Litvak Izler Solomon — 
Faith Brook John G. McCarthy Howard Strickling 


Nigel Bruce 
Douglas Byng 
Philip R. Distillator 
Anton Dolin 

Andor Foldes 


Sam Sale 
Edward Knopf 


Alicia Markova 
Pierre Monteaux 
Irving Pichel 

Eric Maria Remarque 


Maggie Teyte 
Spencer Tracy 
Andre Ullman 
Ray Ventura 
Billy Wilder 


Anya Seaton 


Europe to N. Y. 


Jerry Dale 


Heitor Villa-Lobos 


John C. Woolf 
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27 DIFFERENT VARIETIES OF ‘NO’ 


Independent Producers Happy ‘Over 
Possible K.0. to Buying Combines 





Indie producers were generally + 


during the past week over 
geet cision of the U.S. Supreme 
Court in the industry anti-trust 
guit. However, it was the implica- 
tion in the court's verdict in the 
Griffith suit that buyipg-booking 
combines may face the judicial axe 
that was making the producers 
neeeen the Government anti-trust 
decree hanging over the heads of 
the majors, it was said by the in- 
dependent producers that in the 
past few years they have been 
making a considerable show of 
politeness. On the other hand, the 
growth of buying-booking combines 
among independent theatre opera- 
tors, the producers’ sales reps say, 
have become a real threat to prof- 
itable picture making. 

Decision in the Griffith case, the 
indies are hoping, will give 
strength to the anti-trust suits they 
have been preparing on their own 
against some of the buying combi- 
nations. Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers, spark- 

lugged by Samuel Goldwyn, has 

ad its general counsel, Robert 
Jacob Rubin, gathering evidence 
against several of the combines for 
weeks now. 

The decision in the overall anti- 
frust suit is looked on as healthful 
by the indie producers in that it 
demands more competition among 
theatres. And anything that will 
create additional pressure for film 
among house operators is viewed 
by the indies as helping them. They 
gee the competition as pushing up 
prices and taking them out of the 
position of being told by a major 
with control over most first-runs 
in a territory that they have to take 
his price—or else. 

On the other hand, say the indies, 
while that situation has been on 

(Continued on page 18) 


Gamble and Schenck - 
Still Pushing for That 
50% Mike Naify Deal 


San Francisco, May 11. 
Notwithstanding last week’s U.S. 
upreme Court decision, both Ted 

Vamble and Joseph M. Schenck 
are pushing their separate nego- 
in Uni to purchase a 50% interest 





United California Corp. from 
ike Naify, it’s been learned. 
amble’s proposition is very hot 
nd persons close to the prexy of 
eatre Owners of America think 

he has a solid chance of closing the 
transaction. Schenck, on his part, 
thinks he has a fair likelihood of 
winning Dept. of Justice approval 
if he resigns as 20th-Fox exec pro- 


ducer as a condition to making a 
deal. 


Gamble has offered $6,750,000 
or the half interest in UC but 

eres still some further dicker- 
hg on price. Amount of Schenck 
offer hasn’t been disclosed. 


There are reports that Schenck 
d Gamble may yet combine on a 
oint deal. UC controls some 115 
ouses in California via Golden 


State circuit besides subsids and 
realty, 


U to Sell Rank’s ‘Hamlet’ 
On Its Own 4-Wall Basis 


With advanced admissions tossed 
put by the U. S. Supreme Court, 
Hamlet,” the Sir Laurence Oli- 
nee filmization of Shakespeare’s 
Classic, will probably be given the 
our-wall treatment, it’s been 
earned. Universal, distrib of the 
pic in the U. S., will rent theatres 
tom exhibs to show the film first- 
nw in most spots. “Henry V,” 
Which was also made under the 
mor aed of J. Arthur Rank, was 

7 shown profitably by United 
ra Sts and the system will be fol- 
ly as closely as the decree per- 





Legalites believe the four-wall 
cauiinique is permissible under the 
jee eoeision. In that event, no 
distne Pact is signed and the 
“ 1), acting as an exhibitor, 
*€s its Own admission price. 


Blackstone Blues 


One film exec, asked last 
week to give a concise opinion 
on who won in the Supreme 
Court’s industry anti-trust de- 
cision last week, replied: 

“The lawyers.” 


Legal Pendulum 
Swings to Majors 
In Trust Verdicts 


Despite their setback by the U. S. 
Supreme Court last week in its de- 
cision on the industry anti-trust 
suit and refusal to review the Gold- 
man case, the majors are taking 
comfort out of three victories in a 
row on other -fronts recently. The 
trio of decisions by lower courts 
in favor of the distribs are seen as 
‘a significant trend in slowing down 
future forfeitures to theatre owners 
who claim they’ve been wronged. 
Major companies have paid out 
millions of dollars to exhibs in 
the past few years as a result of 
court decisions and settlements of 
suits before they ever got to court. 
Directed verdict in Buffalo for 
acquittal of all 12 distrib and the- 
atre defendants in the $3,000,000 
triple-damage action of the Rivoli 
two weeks ago was the latest of the 
three successful suits for the 
majors. In weeks previous, the dis- 
tribs won a generally favorable de- 
cision in the Bordonardo case, also 
in Buffalo, and a complete victory 
in the McLendon suit in Dallas. 
Whether the distribs are able to 
hang on to their lucky bandwagon 
will be determined in the current 
Fifth & Walnut theatre case in 
New York federal court. It’s a $2,- 
100,000 triple damage action alleg- 
(Continued on page 22) 


DeMille Sounds Off 
On ‘Right to Work’ To 
D. C. Labor Committee 


Washington, May 11. 

Before grinding newsreel cam- 
eras, radio microphones and an ab- 
sent audience, Cecil B. DeMille 
testified today (Tues.) before the 
House Labor Committee as the first 
witness in the “right to work” 
hearings. Although 20 of the 25 
members of the committee, headed 
by Rep. Fred A. Hartley, Jr. 
showed up to hear DeMille, and 
the largest room was reserved for 
the hearing, reporters were the 
only attendees at the hearing. 

DeMille, on the stand for four 
hours, read a one-hour pre- 
pared statement attacking the labor 
union’s alleged threat to U.S. liber- 
ties. He said: “We have seen 
studio employees beaten and 
bombed, we have heard the omin- 
ous cry from the throat of a mob, 
‘to hell with the law,’ outside our 
studios. One employee stepped up 
to a mass picket line and said, ‘I 
am an American and I want to go 
to work.’ For an answer, he was 
thrown bodily over a hedge.” | 

DeMille asked for a constitu- 

(Continued on page 17) 


Tracy Heads for Europe 
This Week to Shoot ‘Son’ 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Spencer Tracy heads for London 
on olasdeer (15) to teeofft Metro’s 
British production with “Edward, 
My Son” slated roll in June. It’s 
the first time Metro is using its 
studio, built 18 months ago, re- 
portedly the most complete in 
England. Howard Strickling, who 
accompanies Tracy, will set up the 
publicity program. Producer Ed- 

ward Knoff also accomps Tracy. 
Director George Cukor follows 

















on the next boat. 





ANGLO-U.S, PACT 
LOOKS THAT WAY 


There are 27 different ways of 
American film companies getting 


their frozen money out of England 
—and the British have found a 
way of saving no to all of them. 
If not all, at least most. And if not 
precisely “no” in so many words, 
there are such a number of restric- 
tions around use of the coin that 
the effect is the same. 

That’s the word trickling back to 
New York from reps of U.S. com- 
panies sent abroad since the recent 
Anglo-American films pact to 
devise ways of thawing the frozen 
currency. Some of the men are 
already back in the U.S., while 
others are still abroad. In every 
case there’s considerable disap- 
pointment that the 27 means listed 
in the agreement for freeing the 
dollars are so hedged in that not 
much is going to be realized 
beyond income from American 
production in England. ; 
_It’s admitted that it is too early 
to come to any definite conclusion 
yet, since the agreement hasn’t 
even been published in London, 
but the indications are unmistak- 
able, according to top execs of 
Major companies. They’re viewing 
ruefully the clippings that continue 
to arrive in this country from Eng- 
land, showing newspapers there 
squawking that the American com- 
panies walked off with the jackpot 
when Eric Johnston and Harold 


(Continued on page 17) 


Supreme Court Decision 
At Least Put an End To 
Many Anti-Films Bills 


Washington, May 11. 

If the Supreme Court decision 
on the big anti-trust case did noth- 
ing else, it probably ended the 
flood of anti-block booking and 
anti-blind selling bills which have 
been filed in Congress with great 
regularity for years. 

These bills reached peak with 
those introduced several times by 
former Senator Matthew Neely (D., 
W. Va.). Many other members of 
Congress have taken part. In the 
past couple of years, the ball has 
been carried by Senator William 
Langer (R., N. D.), who last week 
expressed himself as well satisfied 
with the High Court ruling and 
indicated that he felt it would not 
be necessary for him to do any- 
thing else on the matter. 

He told the Senate that “while 
the decision could not itself be the 
ultimate victory for which the 
Government has striven, since the 
Supreme Court did not itself un- 
dertake to write or specify the 
details of the final decree, it repre- 
sents assurance that the figal de- 
cree, when written, will conform 
to the basic principles advocated 

(Continued on page 63) 


Jackson Wins $17,500 On 
‘Scandalous’ From U 


Los Angeles, May 11. 


Frederick Jackson, playwright, 
was awarded $17,500 in L. A. su- 
perior court in his suit charging 
Universal with pirating the title, 
“Slightly Scandalous,” from his 
own legit play. 

His attorney,- Harold Fendler, 
said it was the first time a plaintiff 
had won a suit against a film stu- 
dio for appropriating a legit title 
for its product. 


Pickford-Rogers Sailing 


Mary Pickford and her husband, 
Buddy Rogers, are planning to 
leave New York for Europe at the 
end of June. They’ll look over the 
production picture while there, 
but principal reason for the trip 
is to be with Miss Pickford’s niece, 
Gwynne, when her third child is 
born. 

She is the wife of Bud Ornstein, 
United Artists’ rep in Italy. Baby 
is expected to be born in Switzer- 














Expansion of Arbitration System 
Seen as Potent Step Forward By 
Majors to Kayo ‘Monopoly’ Taint 





+ 
vy 


ACLU’s Theory | 
American Civil Liberties | 
Union, which filed:a brief in | 
the Government anti-trust ac- | 
tion as friend of the court, | 
sees “a large degree of divorce | 
of theatre ownership by pro- | 
ducers” ordered by the lower 
court as a result of the U. S. 
Supreme Court decision. The 
ACLU bulletin declares its 
legal experts predict that indie 
exhibs and filmmakers “would 
then find a wider market, and 
the public ready access to all 


films produced immediately 
upon their release.” 
Without. stating reasons, 


group also forecasts a substan- 
tial reduction in the number 
of first-run theatres. 


20th-Fox In TV 
Frisco Bid; 6006 
Outlay Earmarked 


Washington, May 11. 


The pix-video meeting of the 
minds continues to make news 
here with another major film com- 
pany expanding its move into video 
station ownership this week. 
Spyros Skouras’ 20th-Fox entered 
its second tele bid—this time for 
ch. 11 in San Franciseo. Company 
is already in the Boston TV con- 
test. 

20th will have to compete 
against seven other contenders in 
Frisco, including Paramount, CBS, 
oilman Edwin Pauley, Don Lee, 
Leland Holzer, KSAN and KSBR- 
FM, San Bruno. Company bul- 


(Continued on page 18) 


Ignoring ‘Friendship’ 
Groups, 20th-Fox’s ‘Tron 
‘Curtain’ Debuts on Sked 


“Tron Curtain,” which may 
emerge as the most controversial 
film of the year, opens on schedule 
today (Wednesday) at the Broad- 
way Roxy and more than 400 other 
theatres throughout the country, 
despite a threat of picket lines be- 
ing tossed around the 20th-Fox 
Broadway showcase and the spread 
of objections to the film in Chicago 
and other key cities. Documented 
story of the atom bomb scare in 
Canada last year, “Curtain” is re- 
viewed in VARIETY this issue. 

Continuing to ignore the flood 
of written objections which have 
deluged the 20th studios and home- 
office for the last month, 20th of- 


(Continued on page 18) 














Jean Parker’s Husband 


Strong interest in a revival of 
the motion picture arbitration sys- 
tem with greatly expanded powers 
has been generated by the U. S. 
Supreme Court’s decision in the 
Government anti-trust suit. Num- 
ber of top execs, it’s been learned, 
are whooping it up for a new setup 
to be again administered by the 
American Arbitration Ass’n. _ It’s 
figured by them as a sound pro- 
posal to make to the Federal statu- 
tory court when renewed hearings 
start as evidence of an honest in- 
tention to rid the industry of any 
monopoly taint. 

Proposed revamped arbitration 
system would include runs as well 
as clearances within its jurisdic- 
tion. That, in itself, would be a 
drastic extension of powers since 
the majors always bitterly opposed 
any suggestion that runs be arbi- 
trated. Additionally, arbitrators 
would be empowered to pass on 
any other charges of discrimination 
or unfair tactics in the sale of 
product. 

Second major feature to the re- 
born system would be liberal ap- 
propriations from all companies 
participating to be spent by the 
AAA on an educational program 
| directed at exhibs. Money would 
be shelled out for lectures, forums, 
brochures, pamphlets and adver- 
tisements in trade papers to get 
across the idea that almost any 
exhib grievance would be fairly 
‘and speedily heard by an arbitra- 
tion board. 

It’s always been the AAA’s con- 
tention that the majors failed to 


(Continued on page 18) 


‘Agreement’ Got Over 
$500,000 From 1 B’way 


House, a Current Record 


Rentals of slightly over $500,000 
have been gleaned by 20th-Fox 
from a single picture at a Broad- 
way showcase house. Film ix 
“Gentleman’s Agreement,” which 
wound up its sixth month at the 
Mayfair theatre Monday (10), dur- 
ing which time it played to more 
than 660,000 persons and collected 
some $1,150,000 at the boxoffice. 
Film, which preemed Nov. 11 
last year and since copped the 
Academy Award citation, is be- 
lieved to hold the record for both 
length of run and top rental for 
the current season on Broadway. 
It’s slated to remain at the May- 
fair for another week-and-a-half, 
with “Time of Your Life” (Cagney- 
United Artists) pencilled in for 
May 26. That will give “Agree- 
ment” a run of more than 27 
weeks. 

Top rental is based on a special 
deal worked out with the Brandt 
circuit, operators of the Mayfair, 
by 20th sales chief Andy W. Smith, 
Jr. Under terms of the contract, 
20th gets 25% of the first $16,000 
each week, then 75% of anything 
between $16,000-$26,000, 85% of 
the next $10,000 and 90% of all 
over that. Film company, too, 
pays all ad-publicity expenses. 

















Plans Indie Production 


Film rights to the Charlotte | 
Armstrong current Saturday Eve- 
ning Post serial, “The Chocolate 
Cobweb,” has been optioned to 
Curtis Grotter who expects to ex- 
ercise his privilege within the near 
future. Total purchase price is 
$25,000. Story is being published 


in book form in July by Coward- 
McCann. 
Armstrong yarn will be the 


initial production venture for Grot- 
ter, who is the husband of actress 
Jean Parker. He revealed Mon- 
day (10) that 75% of the financing 
has already been assured plus the 
posting of a completion bond. 
Producer contemplates making at 
least two pictures a year on budg- 
ets between $500,000 and $700,000. 
Whether “Cobweb” will roll on the 
Coast or in the east has not been 





land in July. 





decided. 





Decision Due If Metro 
Continues Prize Novels 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Decision on whether Metro will 
continue its prize-novel contest has 
been delayed again for further dis- 
cussions between production chief 
Louis B. Mayer and script depart- 
ment topper Voldemar Vetluguin. 

Vetluguin declared today (Tues- 
day) that the decision would be 
forthcoming before the end of the 
week, but that there are still a 
“few factors” remaining to be dis- 
cussed. Huddles on the contest 
were held in New York last week 
between Mayer and M-G prez 
Nicholas M. Schenck. Carol 
Brandt, Metro’s eastern story chief, 
arrived on the Coast last weekend 
to take part in the current dis- 
cussions. 
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| For ‘The BEST picture...British or Foreign...shown 
in England in 1947” 





France’s Highest Motion Picture Honor | 


“THE VICTOIRE” 


For ‘The Best Foreign Film presented in France in 1947”” 
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The fren Cariain 
Hollywood, May 8. 


20th-Fox release of Darry] F. Zanuck (Sol 


Gene Tierney; features June Havoc, Berry 
Kroeger, Edna Best, Stefan Schnabel, Nich- 
olas Joy, Eduard Franz, Freieric Tezere. 
Directed by William A. Wellman. Screen- 
piay, Milton Krims; based on the personal 
siory of Igor Gouzenko, former code clerk, 
U.S.S.R, Embassy in Ottawa, Canada; cam- 


eva, Charles G. Clarke; music from selected | py. 


works of Soviet composers, Dmitri Shosta- 
kovich, Serge Prokefieff, Aram Katcha- 
turian, Nicolas Miaskevsky; conducted by 
Alfred Newman: editor, Louis Loeffler. 
Tradeshown May 6, “48. Running time, 85 





MINS, 

Ivor Gourenko. ......6++5005- Dana Andrews 
Anma Goumenko......+-.05655- Gene Tierney 
pe RR er re June Havoc 
CH. cc cv ecwawtnwocsesesees Berry - Kroeger | 
Mrs. Foster...... Kina Rest | 


a .. Stefan Schnabel 
Nichols Joy 


RRAMOV.. oo osssecssces 
Dr, NCAR. os ccccsessss 


Major Kalin...........- ’ Eduard Franz 


——o 


€ol. Trigorin.....«-. ......Prederic Tezgere 

Bustakim. .. 2... cece esse ee +ss.. NOM Cravat | 
DURIGE. ckcenveuss< Christopher Rebin ermal 
Wr et 0s66ossubusns ve ube Peter Whitney j 
po rr ee ..-.Leslie Rarrte | 
Leonard Leetz....... ..Mavritz Hugo 

Berweyes ...sccccevesr<es Jehn Shay | 
| ‘aptain Class... Vietor Weed | 


Helen Tweedy........ Anne OCursen | 
Mrs. Kulin........- — Helena Dare | 
M ~s. Trigorin. .......-- Kula Morgan } 
Commentator... cecccccvcces weed Hea 


, ' 
Policeman...--.. omens eeee DORK ids 





The documentary screen tech- 
nique reaches the heights of time- 
liness in “The Iron Curtain.” Tell- 
ing a true story with implications 
important to every American, film 
comes off as a boxoffice winner 
that should fill the tills of every 
theatre playing it. Factually deal- 
ing with Soviet undercover activi- 
ties in Canada where atomic | 
bomb secrets were thefted, pic- 
ture is a corking spy melodrama. 
In fact, it would have rated a 
large b.o. payoff on that count 
alone, even without the timeliness 
and importance of its news story. 

Footage is crammed with eye- 
opening details of Soviet treach- 
ery and the suspense mounts to 
tingling levels as the expose is 
unfolded. Story is the personal 
one of Igor Gouzenko, former code 


Ottawa. 


Gouzenko is gradually aware of | be 


Hamaiet 
(BRITISH) 
London, May 5. 


GFOD release of J. Arthur Rank-Two Cities 
production. Stars Laurence Olivier; fea- 
tures Basii Sydney, Elleen Herlie, Jean 
Simmons, Felix Ayimer. Directed by Oli- 
vier. Editer, Helga Cranston: music, Wil- 
liam Walton; camera, Desmond ne. 
At Odeon, London, May 4, “48. Running 
time, 155 MINS, 


MMI. cecuneerscccccess Laurence Olivier 

ee eeedcscececsannans Eileen Herlie 

The King..... Swccvecvesessans Basil ¥ 
Horatio........-+..........Nerman Wooland 
PORMRMB. cc ccenanescdecscscbas Felix Aylwer 
EMMBOOB. ow ccs ccusccccesseus Terence Morgen 
CUR oo ese ecesececescessae Jean Simmons 
EE ery Pere Peeper y ore Peter Cushing 
CE. «we veedhéadeke Stanley Helloway 
Prancieco........0...0.........J0hn Laurie 
TEA ch Shctkeeadesebeiie Russell Thorndike 
Bermanic...................Rsmond Knight 
PERIOCOUNG.. ...cccccddeiteva tah Amtheny Quaie 
ee COMER. 000 cevevsinssun Niall Macginnis 
to ee e..-Harceurt Williams 
Player King....,........Patrick Treughion 
se eS ee _Tony Tarver 





This is picture-making at its 
best, and its showing must be done 
with the dignity it deserves. Ex- 
hibs should profit from the han- 
dling of “Henry V” and should be 
warned that “Hamlet” is rich in 
qualities that den’t readily blend 
with the usual ballyhoo. At a cost 
of $2,000,000 it seems incredibly 
cheap compared with some of the 
ephemeral trash that is being 
turned out, and it will earn profit 
as well as prestige for its makers. 

Star-producer-director Laurence 
Olivier was the driving foree be- 
hind the whole venture. His con- 
fidence and energy infected those 
around him and resulted in the 
teamwork which has produced one 


|0f the most memorable films ever 


to come from a British studio. 
Minor characters and a good deal 
of verse have been thrown over- 
board, and a four-and-a-quarter 
hour play becomes a two-and-a-half 
hour film. But this speeding and 
tightening has in no way impaired 
the artistic integrity of the play. 
Pundits may argue that Rosen- 
crantz, Guildenstern and Fortin- 
bras shouldn't have been sacrificed. 


A devoted Communist | and that many familiar gems are 


missing. They will argue about the 


what it means to live without fear | crossing of motives. Scholars may 


and, to help insure his son’s fu- 
ture, exposes the Soviet spy net- 
work to the world in a story that 
filled newspapers’ front pages in | 
1946. Gouzenko, his wife and son 
still live in Canada, under the | 
protection of its government, but | 
still in fear of Red reprisals. 

High credit goes to all involved 
in filming this one. Sol C. Siegel’s 
production realistically values the 
case history report on which Mil- 
ton Krims based his screenplay 
and, at the same time, has insured 
showmanly qualities of*the story, 
essentially a spy mel 

William A. Weliman’s direction 
carries out documentary tech- 
nique, pointing up factual material 
and the dramatic ar ~ never 
permitting a scene over- 
played. Stress on wunderplaying 
and the absence of obvious meller 
tricks goes a long way in adding 
to realistic air with 
film is imbued. 

Dana Andrews does one of 
jobs as Gouzenko. 
the character as real on the 
it is in life. Gene Tierney 
fine as his wife, who first be- 
comes aware of the deadend that 
Communism leads to. June Havoc, 
Soviet spy, has little to do. Berry 
Groeger portrays the notorious 
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na Best, Schnabel, Nich- 
olas Joy, as the atomic scientist 
who aided the Commies; Frederic 
Tozere, Peter Whitney, Mauritz 
Hugo are among the others that 
help put the factual stamp on the 
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Okay New Film Giveaway 


Austin, Tex., May 11. 
Atty-Gen. Price Daniels has 
given his approval to a new motion 
picture audience participation 
giveway, “The Bank of 
edge.” Daniels has ruled that the 
game is not a gamble but is a test 


terstate Circuit introducing into 
their Wilshire there. 

Questions are sent into the thea- 
tres playing the game with an. 
elimination contest to select the 


complain that this isn’t Hamlet as 


created him, but one 


Miniature Reviews 
“The Iron Curtain” (20th). 
Timely and important expose 
of Soviet undercover activities; 
a cinch b.o. leader. 


and b.o. 

Man” iCol). 

Red Skelton, Janet Biair in 

comic's best slapstick in 
years; okay ; 


First pic for radio comic Henry 
Morgan is original, smart com- 
edy for city slickers; good gen- 
eral b.o. 

“Four Faces West” (UA). 
Joel McCrea, Frances Dee, 
Charles Bickford, Joseph Cal- 


leia im gripping western; 
Strong b.o. entry. 
“River Lady” (Color) (U). 


Outdoor meller of logging and 
gambling: average b.o. 

“Pert Said” (Col). Contrived 
melodrama of very modest in- 
terest. For fill-in bookings. 

“Fighting Father Dunne” 
(RKO). Story of the St. Louis 
priest who made life easier for 
newsboys in the early 1900s. 
Pat O’Brien in title role: aver- 
age b.o. outlook. 

“Under Califernia Stars” 
‘(Color-Songs) (Rep). One of 
the weaker Roy Rogers pix but 
still good for the oatune fans. 

“Guns ef Hate” (RKO). Ac- 
tion western with Tim Holt 
for Saturday matinee trade. 

“Stage Struck” (Mono!. Mild 
expose of fate awaiting stage- 
struck girls. Good story basis 
badly used. For secondaries. 

“Swerd ef the Avenger” 
(Sepia) (EL). Sepiatone dress- 
ing to so-so cloak and dagger 
= duallers. 

hirlwind Raiders” 
‘Songs) (Col). Standard 
Charles Starrett oatuner in 
P Kid series; limited 
.0. 


“Campus Sleuth” (Meno). 
Moderatefy entertaining entry 


plays on his radio show. 

Story, seri by Frank Tashlin 
and Devery man from an orig- 
inal by Roy Huggins, is divided al- 
most perceptibly in half. First 
part attempts to delineate Skel- 
ton’s attempts as a ne’er-do-well 
zany to prove he can make good at 
selling brushes to win the hand of 
Miss Blair. 


a society murder and gets tagged 
for the crime. Released, but still 


set out to track down the killers. 
Free-for-all comes in. a_ hilarious 


goods warehouse and run the thugs 
a wild chase through rubber rafts. 


ete. / 


Although Skelton carries the | 
film almost single-handedly, he’s 
given a good assist by the rest of 





light directorial touch. 


Skelton’s 





in Monogram’s Teenager se- 
ries. For secondary bookings. 





that Olivier has made in his own 


image. The multitude of questions | 
will remain unanswered, but that. 
won’t prevent audiences from get- | 


ting maximum enjoyment and an 
appreciation of a 


in his interpretation of Hamlet, 


bition and lust have taken posses- 
sion, and rises to his greatest 
height in his soliloquy trying to 


pray and seeing himself accursed 
like Cain. Felix Aylmer is a tre- 

Polonius, giving true 
value to his famous verses. and 
embodying the perfect busybody. 


complete foil to Olivier’s Hamlet: 
Norman Wooland is under- 
standably Hamlet's best friend: 


Utterances of 
the Ghost are at times unintel- 
ligible. 

Olivier’s conception of “Hamlet” 
aS an engraving has been beauti- 


Dillion. Sets have been 
planned as abstractions and so 
serve to point the timelessness of 
the period. The story takes place 





final winner. 








any time in the remote past. This 


story that | 
| hitherto may have been obscure to | 
milli 


'and action. The final duel scene is 


by Roy Huggins; camera. lester White: 


She the character really Red Jones Cwahmehs 6 cliab noe «teu Red Skelten 
live. Her love for her son. the con-| Keenan. Waliic....2222...."Bion hacen 
and agony, her fae aes te Mics Sharailey 00-000. Adede Serge 
to as - — her- i. Dak BARS - e vw 

self for Hamlet =yo Cranmesionee ot Se Ne —_~ 
an experissent to. coer Seaa sta | ieciesant niet 220-02 arte Goce 
mons as This part, about | Detective Foser..27777777-S°tmer 4°" 
which have wrangled for i Ferguson........ Stanley ~~ 
years, will still give cause for argu-| ‘Sinen. 22010.200000000.777. pam 
ment, but she does bring to the | miackie.. 2200007000777 700°" Chick Collins 
role a sensitive, impressionable in- —— ste et tees ssescecesss a a 
nocence, perhaps too childlike. ‘ We ccccccceciocccccsess Jimmy Lieyd 

Basil Sydney repeats his stage | Junior....222222222222200.. 7°", =" 


As Laertes, Terence Morgan is the | 








conception has 
lighting and camera work and has} 
made the deep-focus photography 
an outstanding feature of the film. 

With no use for the static cam- 
era, Olivier has aimed for speed 


dominated the | 


a masterpiece of production. The 
famous soliloquies— most of the 
lines represented as thoughts, here 
and there a line actually spoken— 
are spoken in movement. With bold 
use of crane shots Olivier moves 





L film (“As You 
Like It,” Vv”) is inspired 
and . and always in sym- 
pathy with the story. He’s made an 

integral contribution to the film. 

Cane. 

Fuller Brush Man 

Columbia release of Edward Small pro 
duction, produced and directed by 8, Sy 
van. Stars Red Skelton, Janet Blair; fea- 


tures Don McGuire, Hillary Brooke, Adele 
Jergens, Ress Ford. Sereenplay, Frank 
Tashlin, Devery Freeman, based on story 


editor, Al Clark; music, Heing Roembheld. 


Previewed N. Y¥., April 20, ’48, Runni 
time, 92 MINS, "s 





In “Fuller Brush Man.” 


Skelion what Metro hasn't been | 
able to accomplish in the last 
couple of years. Film marks the 
omedian’s best offering since his 
‘early break-in days on the Culver 
| City lot. It should do okay in al- 
most any situation. Janet Blair’s | 
name on the marquee won't hurt | 
either. 

In addition to being highly en- 
tertaining slapstick from the Mack 
Sennett school, interlaced with a. 
mild dose of murder mystery, the 
film also represents a terrific run- 
ning commercial for Fuller 
brushes. That theme és carried to 
such an extent, in fact, that a brush 
a as the murder weapon in 


S. Sylvan Simon, who produced 
and di for Small, wisely 
gave the comic a chance to strut 
almost every mugging trick and 
routine for which he’s become 


Music of William W for his | Glass 


producer 
Edward Small has done for Red | ‘@¢ 


ley Kramer) production. Stars Henry Mor- 
kun; features Rudy Vallee, Huh Herbert, 
Bill Goodwin, Leo Goreey 
Sevreetr 
Play by Carl Foreman and Herbert Boker: 
based on novel “The Big Town,” by Ring 
Lardner: camera, Jack Russell; editer, 
Walker Thempeon; music, Dimitri Ticmkin. 
Tradeshown N. Y. May 6, ‘48. Running 
time, 79 MINS, 
SD WMG dctecadacsteoos Henry Morgan 
ee ea Rudy Vallee 


Jimmy Ralston. ...cccccccces: Bill Goodwin 
Bae, Tae. . 5 Soccccccesesé Hugh Herbert 
eR BOC. 5 ss Rc ccedisesccscs lee Gorceey 
PE GONG. .iegoccawesbeseess Virginia Grey 
ED: GOOEL, . civeneccktsbecsoess«i Dona Drake 


Sy SN ta: crddeaoreesce Dave Willeck 
Din ee EE cacdktndascdcetian Frank Orth 
: eee Arnold Stang 


in 
of 
porting piayers for Morgen ~ 


Rady Vallee cuts another 
in his t with a superlati 

trait of a for-weatern tr “cee 
Leo Gorcey 





Film really generates | 
steam, though, when it rolls into | 
the second half, where Skelton is | 
present in his brush-selling role at | 


; 
{ 
, 
} 
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finale, where the pair are trapped | handled flawlessly. (C 
by the killers in a war surplus | is lop grade while Dj 


camouflage sets, pre-fab houses. | 


nice bit as a sexy customer for Fay Hollieter 
brushes. 


Pe GON cine chuan.. ch 


y. Jerome Cowan. | 
| Directed by Richard O. Fleischer 


| 





SOD: CEE sc nsacendiecs William Bakewell 








This off may be a . 
But its novelty is likely to cut both 
ways with plenty of word-of-mouth 
in more sophisticated circles and 


anti-Morganites, 


comedian’s | 


: Stang, M s 
sidekick on the radio, punches over 
the single scene in which he ap- 


under suspicion, he and Miss Blair | pears. 


Editing job of integrating st 
shots of New York circa 1920 
amera work 
mitri Tiom- 
kin’s score has a fanciful touch to 
match the film’s 
quality. 


Feuer Faces West 


United Artists Teles 


se of Harry Sherm: 
Production. "4 rman 


Stars Joel Myra ‘res, 


: : : , Fr; 
the cast, working under Simon's | Dee, Chartes Bickford. feurnpee en) tm 


ph Cal 


Miss Blair | _— William Conrad, Martin G rralaga, 

makes a winsome heroine and | Greens crt). Divected by Alfred & 
jG screeaplay, Graham Waker 4 

works the helter-skelter -finale | Teddi Sherman, from novel and Sat. mee 

neatly. Don McGuire is smoothly ming Post story, “‘Pasce Por Aqui,” by Kus 

repugnant as the competition for | f." Mankwé Rhodes; adupiation in Wii- 


and Milarde Brent: 


L — i ~ camera, Kosar 
Miss Blair's affections, and Hillary | Hertand; editor, Kaward Mann: spe at ok 
Brooke is beauteous as woman ei 2 aw B 
mystery. Adele Jergens turns in a | };.*~ 


ial ef. 
Moreland. Tradeshown in 
May 7, ‘48. Running time, 96 MENS, 
oP I 6s nade beeen « «4. joel Met reg 
Frances Dee 


Ses t6evi ghdbadbacenee< Joseph Calleia 

From the looks of the sets. the | st-rin WE So endcascan’, William Conrad 
film is a medium-budgeter but | erie. «...-ssseeceees. Martin Garvaiaga 
nothing more spectacular is called | j7),..%.0°°°8"-*++++-+++++- ma > | 
for. Other production credits are | cin Waters....20000000007°"2 ee 
all good. Stal. ; Burnedt s+ Be cseesvescessss...dmvison Clark 
| MON. 65. 0c 640 6eecce Houseley Stevenson 

« gr pean soyy - ’ Winston Boy........c0.s-- George McDonald 
Se This Is New Vork Mire. Wimstom......0000-... /Eva Novalt 

A POOOOET. 5 a ocncncdocvccececes. fam Flint 

United Artists release of Enterprise (Sian- | Conductor No. aaa aaieatcn Ferrest Taylor 





“Four Faces West” shapes up 
as a strong grosser in most spots, 
Literal adaptation of the novel, 
“Paso Por Aqui,” makes for a 
highly satisfactory western meller, 
which Sets a nice boxoffice boost 


that excellent production values, 
scripting and directing. 

A of New Mexico 
Pioneer days, yarn concerns itself 
with the reformation of a cowboy 
turned bank robber to help his 
father from losing a ranch. It has 
an neat blend of manhunt and 


(Mrs. McCrea in real life) con- 
tributes one of her better roles as 
the railway nurse, shar- 


ing the romance -with McCrea. 
William Conrad and Martin Gar- 
ralaga top the big and capable sup- 
porting cast. 

Russell Harland’s camera _ has 

lly taken in the 
sweep of the western plains. And 
editing by Edward Mann is a 
ear. 





Hollywood, May 7. 


Universal release of Leonard Goldstein 
production. Stars Yvonne De Carle, Dat 
lburyea, Red Cameron, Helena Carter: fea- 
tures Licyd Gough, Florence Hates. 
rected by George Sherman. Serecnplay, D. 
D. Beauchamp, William Bowers; from 
ty Houston > camera (Tex hnieoler), 
Irving Glassberg; music, Paul Sawtell; 
song, Walter Schumann, Jack Hrooks; *ti- 
tor, Otto Ladwig. Previewed May 4. 
Running time, 77 MINS. 

Sequ 





Hooperating may be a gauge of his 
drawing power. Currently, the! 
rating is only fair. 

Based on a Ring Lardner story | 
about some hicks whé are taken in | 
the big city, pic’s yarn is a wide-' 
open scaffold for the New York 
misadventures of Morgan, his wife 
‘Virginia Grey), and his Marriage- 
no R.... ister-in-law (Dona Drake). 
j strung together like gags 
jy yt 
at top with orig- 
inality and only deftly dropping 
the laughs instead of hammering 


Funniest sequence is set at a 
racetrack where some jockeys who 
have fixed the main event whip 
home the opposition horse. A 
brilliant touch is added as Morgan 








known, and Skelton milked practi- 





steps out of Grand Central upon 
his arrival and encounters a sam- 


Mionubietshdaahsnees< Yvonne DeCarlo 
ON C08 sc chbbbbes 0500 <0 Dan Duryee 
Dan Corrigan... ............--- Kod Cameron 
De cbdcsescdédbesces*s Helena Carter 
SNRs st co céVnblintehsdnes sa Licyd Gough 
Ma Dunnigan..............- Florence Bates 

| Mr. Morriwon................ John Mecintire 
ye err area Jack Lambert 
Se. SN <nbnaecoecees* Esther Se 
PE 50 ekssneatnseeees+s rane eo 
ht bi dtabaeagedsecéess 404 Edmund «© 
NS ctl Maletena. x tctiasiiows Dewey Robinson 
EL) kak vdbdesavdcsse és Eddy ©, Wallet 
BMS ach hh eeeubes oees 60% . Milton ae 
DORIS 650) «6b 8009 0d 04s veces Billy - 
a agg Timmy Ames 


Edward Warle 





“River Lady” is a brawling out- 


door melodrama with average box- 


office returns in sight. A. logging 
camp yarn, with a gambling boa 
thrown in for good measure, fea- 
ture stresses outdoor muscle fiex- 
ing by male cast toppers. Action 
is in Technicolor, giving 
it added b.o. value. and produe 
tion otherwise supplies good —_ 
ing to make it satisfactory for t 
outdoor film fan. . 
Plenty of footage of forest 
logging activities, logjams @ 


river shots are included for i 
(Continued on page 20) 
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TV HURTS REISSUES--BALABAN 





(deon-GB Pool OK'd by Skouras But 
Rank Insures Playdates for 20th 


J. Arthur Rank’s recent visit to* 


the United States produced at least 
partially positive results. He won 
from 20th Century-Fox, it has been 
jearned, its okay on his plea to per- 


i led operation of his Odeon 
a Pvaumont-British circuits. 

The sanction he got, however, 
was in considerably different form 

the deal he brought to this 
country with him in March. Spyros 
Skouras, 20th prexy, who had orig- 
inally objected to Rank's pooling 
plan, insisted on inclusion in the 
fnal arrangement of a round of 
guarantees insuring his company's 
product favorable treatment in 
bookings. 

It was necessary for the British 
film tycoon to get the nod from 
20th on the pooling arrangement, 
as the U. S. company holds a $22,- 
900,000 interest in G-B. The pool- | 
ing proposal came about after | 
Rank merged his General Cinema 
Finance Corp. (of which G-B is a 
subsid) into the Odeon circuit. 


Skouras went to England short- 
ly after that, objecting strenously 
to any submerging of the power of 
20th in Odeon. He feared that his 
company’s pictures were in danger 
of being sloughed in favor of Brit- 
ish or other American films if his 
reps lost their control over book- 





Pathe’s Eye on TV 


Stressing the growing im- 
portance of a film diet for tele- 
vision programs, Pathe Indus- 
tries is setting up a special de- 
pertment for processing pix 
made solely for telecasting 
purposes. New department 
will be located in Pathe’s New 
York lab building at Park 
avenue and 106th street. It'll 
have a general supervisor and 
staff of assistants. 

Pathe’s action has been 
taken because tele-pix can’t be 
processed the same as films 
intended for theatre screens. 


Treatment for light and a 
number of other important 
technical differences make 


special handling essential. 


EL Stepping Up 
New Rank Pix 
Putsch for U. S. 











HENCE WO PAR ($1,000,000 Loan on 











Book Royalties 


PIX (IN VINE) © Enables Disney's Divvy Arrearages 


+ Wait Disney’s $1,000,000 loan, of 


which he informed stockholders 
last week, was obtained from the 
Western Printing & Lithographing 
Co., Racine, Wis. It was given in 
consideration of the cartoon pro- 
ducer’s renewal of a contract giv- 
ing the company all sights to pub- 
lication of books using the Disney 
name or characters. 

Loan is to be paid off during 10- 
year life of the pact via Western’s 
withholding royalties due Disney. 
Producer’s earnings from the pub- 
lishing company have been run- 
ning about $200,000 a year, so re- 
payment, plus interest, is expected 











ings via the pooling setup. 

Rank felt that the combined 
booking was necessary to give 
strength fo the Odeon and G-B 
units. It was thus that he came to 


this country to personally put his | 


stand before the 20th board after 
he and Skouras could come to no 
agreement in England. The board 
finally agreed to the 
Rank had modified it to put in the 
safeguards to 20th’s position. 


Rank’s Decision On 
RCA’s Bid for Its Pix 
For Television Due 


Decision on the bid by David 
Sarnoff, board chairman of RCA. 
for television rights to J. Arthur 
Rank's films is expected to be made 
within the mext couple of weeks, 
according to a spokesman for the 
Rank office. 
ously considered and will be dis- 
cussed in confabs of Nate Blum- 
berg, Universal’s prexy;: William 
A. Seully, U’s distribution veepee; 

Robert Benjamin, prez of 
Rank’s U. S. organization. U is in 
the picture because it handles half 
of Rank’s product in the U. S. 


Sarnoff has asked Rank for a 10- 
year deal which would incorporate 
the principle of swapping free 
trailer time on the NBC tele net- 
work for video rights to old British 
Pix. It’s indicated, however, that 
ifa teed ware Se be made it would 

e bas i 
teike net S of a sale of rights 

Any deal made with NBC or 
tee chains would probably 
World annelled through United 

Films, U’s subsid which 
os _ the tele rights to Rank’s 
it's said. While not naming 

told gwecifically, Rank recently 
view © press in a London inter- 
that television transactions 


Would be “ 
in inne by one company 











Levinson’s Impossible 


Pictures Now Possible | 


Hiallywood, May 11. 
fo f ctures, recently 
heades indie producing outfit 
by Dave Flexer and Len 
tated a is scheduling four car- 
for dint sects Per year with a deal 
public feration just closed via Re- 
Mem for 1948-49. Flexer is the 
and dri operator of 14 theatres 
Télne ve-ins in- Mississippi and 
See, Levinson, ex - VARIETY 


m . 
prodiens* radio and film writer- 


Initialer js 


Impossible 


“Romantic Rumbolia.” 


r ee 
hae of the Jerky Journeys” se- 
ian ritten and directed by Ley- 
Sor. All §j] any 


ms in Trucolor. 


plan after 


Offer is being seri-’ 


British films will gear into high | 
| this fall with a major tub-thumping 
Nee ats to win American patrons. 


Blueprint of the drive was marked | At that time, Par adopted a policy | 
}out in London confabs pf William | of withdrawing reissues and only | 


| tion veepee, and Max Youngstein, 
,ad-pub veepee, duo said last week 
on their return from England. 

As part of the plan, EL will re- 
lease one top. British import 
monthly in this country, shoving off 
with “Oliver Twist” in August. 
Feature which Rank is making 
around the Olympic Games will 
follow in September. Games wind 
up Aug. 15 and the first print will 
be rushed to the U. S. on Sept. 3. 
‘Heineman said. 


| Youngstein has asked the Rank 
| ommaee for 10 British stars to tour 
the country in the coming season. 
Overall principle has been accepted 
with the only question remaining 
to map itineraries so they don’t in- 
terfere with film comitments. 
John Mills, Stewart Grainger, 
Katharine Ryan and David Farrer 
would be among the English thesps 
to essay U. S. tours. 


With the new pre-selection ar- 
rangement for division of Rank’s 
pix between EL and Universal in 
the U. S., EL expects to publicize 
the films long before their release 
here. He's already mapped out a 
scheme for intensive exchange of 
|'materials with London for the next 
six months, 
| Startoff point is a series of sales 
meets which will kick off in New 
York May 15-16. Second is set for 
Chicago, May 22 next, New Or- 
leans, May 24; and last, San Fran-‘ 
cisco the 29th. Heineman, Young- 
stein and Jack Schliaifer, asst to 
Heineman, will attend the out-of- 
town meets. Youngstein will also 
visit the studios. 

“Oliver Twist” will be bracketed 
for a top advertising budget which 
will be not less than $250,000, ac- 
cording to Youngstein. There's a 
good possibility it will preem at 
Radio City Music Hall. 

EL will have eight branch offices 
operating in Latin America by 
July, according to Sam Seidelman, 
foreign dept. head who also made 
the trip to England. Company 
plans opening in Cuba, Panama, 
Peru and Brazil. It now has offices 
in Mexico, Argentine, Chile and 
Puerto Rico. ; 

Company has no plans to produce 
films in England this year, Seidel- 
‘man said. So few EL pix have been 
\released in England that there 
'won’t be substantial blocked cur- 
lrencies accumulated during the 
current year. 











$60,000 Blaze Near New Orleans 


J. Heineman, Eagle Lion's distribu- | booking them, a few yearly, on * 


| Maxwell 
































Paramount has no present inten- | ‘ ’ 
tion of offering its old films to Dragon Teaches 
television on either a licensing or | Hollywood, May 11. 
sale basis, Barney Balaban, com- | RKO reports at least one 
pany prexy, told Variety this; American-made picture that 
week. Taking cognizance of the; escaped the bite of overseas 
current activity of tele nets in} taxation. 
seeking film diet for their stations, | Walt Disney’s “Reluctant 
Balaban said the interests of ex-| Dragon,” currently showing in 
hibitor customers was the first; South Africa, is listed as an 
consideration of the company. He} educational film and is tax- 
would not predict how Par would | free. 
act in the future because “condi- | ce 
tions are too uncertain.” ‘ 
As an added reason for his stand | i 
against making his company’s oreign 
films available for video, Par’s! 
prexy declared that the reissue} 9 
value of the company’s product, at | 
the present time, far outweighed | On b Way Stress 
what the films could bring from | 
television. 
“Our films have a tremendous | SA Ball Ads 
value as reissues if handled prop-} of ke y 
erly.” Balaban said. “Consider, | 
then, that there are only about *“Beauteous busts bring boff b.o.”’ 
500,000 television sets in operation; may be a time-honored axiom in 
throughout the country. We would|the trade, but Broadway theatre 
never jeopardize the reissue rights | operators and especially foreign 
to cater to a market which could | house managers are finding it as 
not return comparative revenues.” | reliable as ever to judge by the 
Because reissue rights to films; [00d of spicy newspaper ad copy 
represented a substantial property | 24 Pepped up marquees featuring 
for Paramount, Balaban said that ie feminine form. Saucy layout 
some time back he had ordered! ¥S¢¢ by Brandt's Apollo about a 
distribution forces to avoid “frit-| month a on gate sae ee 
tering away of their value’ bY | French’ lg a 
scattered bookings of the oldies. | co adish ecmeeek” denen te 
| squawks from the paper. The N.Y. 
| Daily News had turned down the 
ss + 3 same copy. 
| Semerat release basis. a | Subsequently the text of the 
Meanwhile, there were exhibitor | copy was toned down and another 
maneuvers elsewhere to force! cyt showing the actress reclining 
either a discontinuance of the sale} on a couch was substituted. Max 
(Continued on page 22) | Ginsburg, in charge of the Times’ 
“ —— } theatrical advertising points out 
that there’s no change in his 
Balaban’s Philly Date | sheet’s policy which “goes over and 
aad * d | bevond the motion picture code as 
Philadelphia, May 11. | far as good taste is concerned.” 
Barney Balaban, prexy of Para-| He explained the “Passionnelle” 
‘mount Pix and national chairman incident as something that “slip- 
,of the UJA, was guest speaker at) ped through by pure accident.” 
a dinner of the Allied Jewish Ap-| “It isn't the Times’ attitude at 
_peal’s Theatrical Division in the all,” Ginsburg maintained, “it’s the 
| Warwick Hotel. Abe M. Ellis, method employed by the exhibitors 
/Philly independent theatre owner,| that’s causing all the trouble. The 
was presented with a scroll for his} situation simply boils down to an 
efforts “In behalf of humanity.” attempt of the theatres to sell 
In an interview on WCAU-TV’s | foreign pictures from a sexy point 
“Show Business” program, Balaban | of view.” He added that the Times 
predicted a growing future for is continually -confronted with 
television in film houses, a step, Cases where ad copy is objection- 
pioneered by his company. (Continued on page 22) 
Briefs From the Lots 
Hollywood, May 11. | former jockey, drew a role ir 
Shane will produce Paramount's “Sorrowful Jones.” 
“The Amboy Dukes,” a novel about .. . Willard Waterman switches 
Brooklyn, authored by Irving Shul- from radio to make his film bow 
man and recently bought by U-1I in the Pine-Thomas picture, “Spe- 
for autumn production... George cial Agent,” starring William 
Blair assigned to direct te et Eythe ... Richard Maibaum, cur- 
Bae ie Ba yn brag os ened rently producing “The Great Gats- 
duced by Stephen Auer, starting! by” at Paramount, was repacted 
May 19 ... Dane Clark joined Vir- for two years . . . Joan Caulfield 
ginia Mayo and Ronald Reagan as will co-star with William Holden in 
one of the three toppers in “The “Dear Wife.” slated for autumn 
Girl From Jones Beach” at War-) production at Paramount. 
ners... Wallace MacDonald gave; Janis Paige and Douglas Ken- 
the gun to “Rusty Pays a Debt,” |nedy joined Wayne Morris and 
Columbia’s latest picture in the | Rebert Hutten in “The Younger 
boy-and-dog series with Ted Don-!| Brothers” at Warners ... Colin 
aldson, Ann Doran and John Litel | Keith - Johnston’ British actor 
in top spots ... John Sutherland signed by Samuel Geldwyn for a 
starts “Guilty Woman,” his second! role in “Take Three Tenses.” .. . 
indie production for Eagle Lion re- | Herman Schiom | will produce 
lease, May 25, at his own studio. | “Stagecoach Kid,” second of the 
Hal Roach making a pitch for|new series of Tim Holt oaters at 
video producers to use the facili-| RKO . . . Lois Wilson returns to 
ties of his studio for filming their | films after an absence of 11 years 
product ... Grant Withers fea- for a role in “The Girl from Jones 
tured in “Far Outpost” at Repub- Beach” at Warners . . . Edmund 
lic . . . David Welfe switched | MacDonald is doubling as technical 
from stage to screen in “Under-j|adviser and heavy for “Black 
cover Man” at Columbia . . . Lewis | Eagle” at Columbia . . . Albert J. 
Milestone brought in “No Minor | Cohen and James Nasser huddling 
Vices” in 39 days at Enterprise. on a co-production deal for “Gal- 
Tony Martin signed to make one | lows Hill,” which Cohen wrote. 
picture annually for five years at Nat Holt established offices at 
U-I . . . Windsor Pictures bor-| General Service to ready his indie 
rowed Gale Storm from Allied for , production, “Canadian Pacific,” for 
picture based on the Hareld Bell | 20th-Fox release .. . “Night Wind” 
Wright novel, “When a Man’s ais the new title for Sol Wurtzel’s 
Man.” .. . Leslie Fenton will di-' “Big Dan.” ... Charles Russell, 
rect “Streets of J.cv ¢o,” to be Peggy Knudsen and Lynne Roberts 








New Orleans, May 11. 
Theatre, Raceland, La.. 


| Gayle 


inear here, destroyed 
\week with a $60,000 loss. 


by fire last! produced by Re” ri Fetlews at drew top roles in the Sel Wurtzel 
; | Paramount ... Billy Cartridge, production, 


actually to take only about six 
years. 

| Heavy advance on_ royalties 
|points up the fabulous success, 
| little krwwn in the picture indus- 
| try, of Disney books. These include 
picture and text stories based on 
Disney feature films and an assort- 
jment of other “idea” books with 
|which the cartoonmaker’s name 
jcan be tied. Western also owns the 
| rights to Disney comic books. Size 
;of the enterprise can be judged by 
ithe fact that “Tales of Uncle 
|Remus” (from Disney’s “Song of 
|the South’) sold 100,000 copies on 
the first printing and 150,000 on 
the second, all at $1.50 per. 

Book was published by Simon & 
Schuster, as are many of the vol- 
umes bearing the _ cartoonist’s 
;name. Comic books are issued’ by 
| Dell Publishing Co. Rights are sub- 
\let by Western, which also pub- 
lishes sorry of the books itself. 

Works Both Ways 

Disney provides source material 
for the volumes and occasionally 
irecommends an artist to illustrate 
'them, but they are all written and 
leartooned by craftsmen employed 
by the publishing company. In re- 
|turn for use of his name and the 


(Continued on page 22) 


'N. Y. Video Station 
Doing Fast Busmess 
On Its Korda Oldies 


Pointing up television broad- 
casters’ gnawing hunger for fea- 
ture films, WPIX, N. Y. Daily News’ 
forthcoming video station, has 
leased its group of 24 Sir Alexan- 
der Korda oldies to stations in 13 
other key cities throughout the 
country. With exhibitors massing 
to fight the sale of films to tele 
outlets, the WPIX deals are ex- 
pected to force the situation to a 
showdown. 

Interesting aspect of the WPIX 
deal is that one of the 11 other 
stations buying the films is KTLA, 
Paramount's owned-and-operated 
TV outlet in Los Angeles. Par has 
consistently refused to permit 
KTLA to use any of its own prod- 
uct but is apparently ready te 
buy films from other distribs. Par 
tele chief Paul Raibourn declared 
in the Par-DuMont hearings be- 
fore the FCC yesterday (Tues.) in 
Washington that tele could not 
yet afford to pay for Par films 
and that, in addition to the James 
C. Petrillo nix on leasing pix to 
tele, the question of rights of 
other performers had to be clari- 
fied first. 








hit the air until June 15, will be 
playing the Korda pix almost for 
free on the basis of its deals with 
the other 13 stations. Under its 
contract with Korda’s London Film 
(Continued on page 17) 


Coast to Hear Austrian On 
Tele’s Effect on Pix B.O. 


Allimportant question of how 
television will affect attendance at 
the nation’s film houses is to be 
aired before the Society of Motion 
Picture Engineers on the Coast 
next week by Foote, Cone & Beld- 
ing tele veepee Ralph B. Austrian. 

Austrian, who’s SMPE treasurer, 
left for the Coast Saturday (8) 
to huddle in advance of the SMPE 
meet with FC&B execs in Holly- 








“Trouble Preferred.” 


wood. He’s due back in N. ¥, in 
two weeks. Ber: 


Daily News station, which won’t © 
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FIRST REVIEWS FLASH THE WORD THA 
NEW-LOOK MUSICAL IS: 


"Br eath-ta king. ..and earmarked for the nifties 


grosses. Should solve any ticket-buyer’s entertainment problem. A natural parlay: Crosby, 
Strauss Melodies, comédy and gorgeous color. Multiple functions of Brackett & Wilder 
have given film an infectious quality, zing dialogue, zippy pace.’ —VARIETY 


Lavish, quality fare. It’s- going to kick its heels into 
the high brackets where the season’s big boxoffice money will be found. The stuff of sock 
audience satisfaction. Strewn with gags and the telling is sheer delight.’”—FILM DAILY 


Different. Will bring joy to the boxoffice and even 


more to those who go to see it. One of the most delightful in many a year. Patrons will 
chuckle throughout its whole unreeling. Brackett & Wilder get better with every pic- 
ture and this is their crowning: creation.” —HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


‘Laug h laden yarn in which blueblood and snob- 


bishness are subjected to as thorough a ribbing as the screen has ever essayed. Add the 


mighty magnetism of No. 1 Boxoffice Star Crosby and the offering undoubtedly totals top 
popularity.””— BOXOFFICE 


‘Delightful humor in the foreground. Bing was 


never better, and not as good since ‘Going My Way’ as he is in this one. He was fortunate 
in having the clever Brackett & Wilder guiding his enterprise. They’ve embroidered their 
situations: with chuckles and charm.’’--M..P. DAILY .. 
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Boxoffice picture ...adds up to topnotch enter- 


tainment for moviegoers of all ages. Highly imaginative—a gem. Crosby a standout. Extra 
playing time seems destined.”,—-SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 








Super production numbers, glittering Technicolor and 


oh-so-solid new tunes. There’s a long, long line of greenbacks in store for it. One of the 


year’s big boons for the exhibitor. Paramount obviously opened, the floodgates for this 


one.’—DAILY VARIETY 


Excellent; money in the till in any situation. Has 


what it takes to keep the turnstiles moving. The customers are a cinch to tell Cousin 
Mabel and Friend Bill that there’s a real slice of entertainment at the movies down the 
street.’—- MOTION PICTURE HERALD 


BING JOAN. 


CROSBY: FONTAINE 


Color by TFECHNICO 
ROPAND CULVER? LUCILE WATSON + RICHARD HAYDN* HAROLD YEI 


\ Y 


Pretuced by CHARLES BRACKETT : Directed by BILLY WILDER 
Written by Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder 


GALA PREMIERE, NIGHT OF MAY. 26, AT PARAMOUNT. HOLLYWOOD 
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oman Fast $45,000 in Slow L.A.; 
‘Letter’ Not Unknown, 356; ‘Sisters’ 
216, Union’ Not So Stately 386, 2d 


Los Angeles, May 11. 
Firstruns here this week are 
dominated by reissues and hold- 
overs, with only three new pictures 
being launched. Six oldies are be- 
ing shown in 11 situations, with biz 
ranging from slow to very dull. 


Top new entry is “Woman in 
White,” which is gettitng a pleas- 
ing $45,000 or a bit over in three 
theatres. “Letter From Unknown 
Woman” is okay $35,000 in five 
houses. “Sainted Sisters,” in two 
spots, looks thin $21,000. 

Best of reissue combos is “Sa- 
hara’” and “Destroyer” with $30,000 
in five locations. “State of Union” 
is down to oke $38,000 on _ initial 
holdover stanza in three houses. 
Final five days of “Furnace Creek” 
in second week at five theatres is 
only $28,000, with “Iron Curtain” 
coming in Wednesday (12). 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Sahara” (Col) and “Destroyer” 
(Col) (reissues). Okay $3,500. Last 





week, “Tarzan and Mermaids” 
(RKO) and “Arizona Ranger” 
(RKO), $3,300. 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S-| (Par) (2d wk), trim $13,500. 


Blumenfeld (826; 65-$1)—‘Sum- | 


mer Storm” (UA) and “Abroad | 80)—“Fighting 69th” 
with Two Yanks” (UA) (reissues).|“Valley Giants” (WB) (reissues). 


| Thin $14,000. Last week, “Lady 


Sad $1,000. Last week, “Let Us 
Live” (Col) and “Flight Lieuten- 
ant” (Col) (reissues), only $2,100. 


Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1)—“Furnace Creek” (20th) and 
“13 Lead Saldiers” (20th). Slow 
$3,000 in 5. ys. Last week, “Sit- 
ting Pretty” (20th) and “Challenge” 
(20th) (3d wk), neat $6,300. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—“‘Furnace Creek” (20th) 
“13 Lead Soldiers” (20th) (2d wk). 
Slim $5,500 -in 5 days. Last week, 
fair $10,600. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Sahara” (€ol) and “Destroyer” 
(Col) (reissues). Oke $4,500. Last 
week, “Tarzan Mermaids” (RKO) 
and “Arizona Ranger’ (RKO), 
$4,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
/“Woman in White” (WB) and “Al- 
ways Together” (WB). Nice $17,- 
000. Last week, “Winter Meeting” 
(WB) (2d wk), slight $8,200. 

- Dewntown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 60-$1) — “Summer 
Storm” (UA) and “Abroad Two 
Yanks” (UA) (reissues). Thin $3,- 
000. Last week, “Let Us Live” 











(Col) and “Flight Lieutenant” (Col) | $4,600 


(reissues), $7,200. 


Fgyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“State of Union’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


$10,800. 


—*"Sainted Sisters” (Par) and 
“Shaggy” (Par). Dull $12,000. Last 
week, “Big Clock” (Par) and 


$15,000. 





Near $10,000. Last week, smart 
$13,800. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1) — 
“Sahara” (Col) and “Destroyer” 
(Col) (reissues). About $3,500. Last 
week, “Tarzan Mermaids” (RKO) 
and “Arizona Ranger” (RKO), oke 
$3,100. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
— “Holiday Camp” (U) (2d wk). 
Light $1,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
$2,100. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—‘“Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “Tarzan 
Mermaids” (RKO) (2d wk-m.o.). 
Thin $3,000. Last week, slow $3,600. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1) — 
“Letter From Unknown Woman” 
(U) and “Port Said” (Col). Okay 
$4,500. Last week, “Jassy” (U) and 
“Docks New Orleans” (Mono), red 
ink at $1,500. 

Hawaii (G&D-Blumenfeld) (1,106; 
60-$1)-—“Summer Storm” (UA) and 
“Abroad Two Yanks” (UA) (re- 
issues). Dim $1,500. Last week, 
“Let Us Live” (Col) and “Flight 
Lieutenant” (Col) (reissues), thin 
$2,300. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Woman in White’ (WB) and “Al- 
ways Together” (WB). Near $14,- 
000. Last week, “Winter Meeting” 
(WB) (2d wk), scant $6,800. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85) — “Summer 
Storm” (UA) and “Abroad Two 
Yanks” (UA) (reissues). Just $1,- 
000. Last week, “Let Us Live” 
(Col) and “Flight Lieutenant” (Col) 
(reissues), light $2,200. - 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—‘Letter 
Unknown Woman” (U) and ‘Port 
Said” (Col). Okay $5,500. Last 
week, “Jassy” (U) and “Docks New 
Orleans” (Mono), dim $2,000. 

Laurel (Rosener’ (890; 85) — 
“Father’s House” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Nice $3,500. Last week, (9 days), 
good $5,300. 

Loew’s State (Loews-WC) (2,404; 
60-$1)—“Furnace Creek” (20th) and 
“Lead Soldiers” (20th) (2d wk). 
Mild $11,000 in 5 days. Last week, 
okay $23,000. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 


wk). Fair $15,000. Last week, 
medium $21,900. 
Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1)—- 
“Furnace Creek” (20th) and “13 
Lead Soldiers” (20th) (2d wk). 
Down to $5,000 in 5 days. Last 
week, fair $7,900. 
Orpheum (D’town-WC) 
60-$1)—‘“‘Sahara” (Col) and “De- 
stroyer” (Col) (reissues). Neat 
$14,500. Last week, “Tarzan Mer- 
maids” (RKO) and “Arizona 
Ranger” (RKO), nifty $16,800. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
“Fighting 69th” (WB) and “Valley 
of Giants” (WB) (reissues). Light 
$9,000. Last week, “Lady From 
Shanghai” (Col) and “Adventures 
Silverado” (Col) (2d wk), mild 


(2,210; 


Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 


“Speed to Spare” (Par) (2d wk), 


Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 


(1,45%, 60-$1)—“Sainted Sisters” 
(Par) and “Shaggy” (Par). Slow 
$9,000. Last week, “Big Clock” 


RKO Hillistreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 
(WB) and 


Shanghai” (Col) and “Adventures 
Silverado” (Col) (2d wk), modest 
$10,500. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—‘Let- 
ter Unknown Woman” (U) and 
“Port Said” (Col). Over $9,000, 
good. Last week, “Jassy” (U) and 
“Docks New Orleans” (Mono), dis- 
mal $3,500. 

Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
“Letter Unknown Woman” (U) and 
“Port Said” (Col). Trim $5,000. 
Last week, “Jassy” (U) and “Docks 
New Orleans” (Mono), $2,900. 

United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 





$1)—“Letter Unknown Woman” 
(U) and “Port Said’ (Col). Mild | 
$11,000. Last week, “Jassy” (U) 
and “Docks New Orleans” (Mono), 
drab $4,300. 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 
‘Furnace Creek” (20th) and “Lead 
Soldiers” (20th) (2d wk). Slow 
yo in 5 days. Last week, fair 


Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)—‘“Sa- 
hara” (Col) and “Destroyer” (Col) 
(reissues). Fair $4,000. Last week 
“Tarzan Mermaids” (RKO) and 
“Arizona Ranger’ (RKO), oke 


Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 
“State Union” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Brisk $12,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 
“Woman in White” (WB) and “Al- 
ways Together” (WB). Good $14,- 
000 or over. Last week, “Winter 
Meeting” (WB) (2d wk), $7,200. 


Prov. Goes for ‘Victor,’ 
156, Cooper Oke 126, 








‘ + * - 
Bells’ Rings 15G in 2d 
Providence, May 11. 

Two holdovers, State’s “State of 
Union” and RKO Albee’s “Miracle 
of Bells,” shape brightest this 
week. Brisk weather will cut in 
slightly. “To the Victor” and “Un- 
conquered” top new bills. 2 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) and 
“Philo Vance Returns” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Snazzy $15,000. Last week, 
great $21,000. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Smugglers” (EL) and “Cobra 
Strikes” (EL) (2d wk). Snappy 
$5,000. First was very good $7,500. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Holi- 
day in Mexico” (M-G) (2d run) and 
vaude on stage. Nice $7,200. Last 
week, “Under California Stars” 
(Rep) and vaude on stage, $7,000. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“To Victor” (WB) and “Campus 
Sleuth” (WB). Happy $15,000 or 
near. Last week, “Naked City” (U) 
(2d wk), good $12,000. 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“‘Corvette K-225” and “Wings 
Over Honolulu” (reissues). Average 
$7,000. Last week, “Secret Beyond 
Door” (U) and “Captain Boycott” 
(Mono), slow $5,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“State of Union” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Still strong at $14,000 after wow 
$21,000 opener. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—*“Unconquered” (Par) and “Mid- 
night Serenade” (Par), Okay $12,- 
000. Last week, “Mating of Millie” 
(Col) and “Best Man Wins” (Col), 





60-$1)—“State Union” (M-G) (2d ' so-so $8,500. : 
WH be are 66a J fives a Leos y p>’ ’ ae 
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‘Bishop’s’ Portly $12,000 
In Indpls.; Cooper Same 


Indianapolis, May 11. 
Circus and other outdoor com- 
petish combined to hold film biz to 
modest scale at deluxers here this 
week. “Unconquered,” a returnee 
at pop scale, was only average at 
Indiana. “Bishop’s Wife,’ at 
Circle, is better. “State of Union 
held up only fairly well in second 
stanza at Loew’s. 


Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65) — “Bishop’s Wife” (RKO). 
Sturdy $12,000. Last week, “Tar- 
zan and Mermaids” (RKO) and 
“Western Heritage” (RKO) $10,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 
“Unconquered” (Par). Moderate 
$12,000, first time at pop prices. 
Last week, “Scudda Hoo” (20th), 
$11,000. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65)— 
“Black Narcissus” (U) and “Campus 
Sleuth” (Mono). Thin $4,000. Last 
week, “Seven Sinners” (EL) and 
“Sutter’s Gold” (EL), $4,500. 

Loew's (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 
“State of Union” (M-G) (2d wk). 
So-so $10,000 in slowdown after 
sizzling $19,000 first week. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)— 
“Man From Texas” (EL) and “As- 


signed to Danger” (EL). Slow 
$5,000. Last week, “Congorilla” 
(20th) and “Borneo” (20th) (re- 


issues), nice $7,000. 


Pitt Punchy But 
Bart’ Tall $11,000 


Pittsburgh, May 11. 

Holdover of “State of Union” at 
Penn likely will top town this 
week. Reissues of “Fighting 69th” 
and “Valley of Giants” will give 
Stanley a nice stanza. “Black Bart,” 
at Harris, looks best bet of new- 
comers. Moveover of “Sitting 
Pretty” to Senator is continuing 
that comedy’s blistering biz down- 
town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76)— 
“Smart Woman” (Mono). Very thin 
$5,000. Last week, in 8 days, “Are 
You With It?” (U) disappointing 
$6,000, Donald O’Connor’s p.a. ap- 
parently helping very little. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— 
“Black Bart” (U). Looks to hit 
around $11,000, okay. Last week, 
third of “Sitting Pretty” (20th) al- 
most $4,000 in 3 days. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) 
—‘State of Union’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Slick $17,000. Could stay but “Arch 
of Triumph” (UA) has a definite 
commitment to open Thursday (13) 
so “State” will move on. Last week, 
solid $24,500. 

Ritz (Loew's) (800; 44-76)— 
“Tenth Ave. Angel” (M-G) and 
“Speed to Spare” (Par). No dice 
at $2,000 or near. Last week, 
Po Sisters” (Par) (m.o.), oke 


2,200. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th) (m.o.). Still 
plenty solid after 17 days at Har- 
ris. Brisky $4,500. Last week, 
“Ideal Husband” (20th) and “Let’s 
Live Again” (20th), $2,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76) — 
“Fighting 69th” (WB) and “Valley 
of Giants” (WB) (reissues). Doing 
very well for oldies at around $14.,- 
000. Last week, “Winter Meeting” 
(WB), very dull $10,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76) — 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) (2d wk) 
Maintaining sizzling pace at $13,- 
500 on top or smash $19,000 last 
week. Likely will hold again. 


A&C PIFT ‘NOOSE’ TO | 
BIG $22,000 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, May 11. 

Weather and daylight saving 
time is be  gyrnnens here this 
week. rsonal appearances b 
 Abbott-Costello at five shows onie- 
| ing day is boosting “Noose Hangs 

High,” their latest, at Paramount 
where big session is in prospect. 
Otherwise, the city is mainly in 
holdover, with second weeks for 
most product off drastically from 
opening rounds. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60-85) 
—‘“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Very mild $12,500. Last week, 
nice $21,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“Fur- 
nace Creek” (20th) (2d wk). List- 
less $11,500 in 6 days. Last week, 
very dull $18,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“State of Union” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay Ly eng or near. Last week, 
sock $22,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Noose Hangs High” (EL). Big 
$22,000. Last week, “Ruthless” 
(EL), $20,500. r 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Hatter’s Castle” (Par) (2d wk). 
(Continued on page 18) 











Kenton-Cole Trio Boosts ‘Sisters’ — 
Rousing $40,000, Det.; ‘Sons Fine 346 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week ...... $2,481,000 

(Based on 20 cities, 200 
theatres, chiefly first runs, tv 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year ...... .$3,094,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 206 thea- 
tres) 


Bells’ Best Bet 
In K.C., Loud 136 


Kansas City, May 11. 
Mild week on tap here with 


“Miracle of Bells,” at Orpheum, 
best of newcomers. “Casbah” in 
the Tower-Uptown-Fairway is good 
enough, but is not exciting. “State 
of Union” in second week at Mid- 
land is doing nicely. Otherwise 
film row is lightweight. Weather 
was okay through the week until 
Sunday. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“Naked City” (U), (m.o.). 
Continues big at $4,000. Last week, 
“Woman of Vengeance” (U) and 
“Stork Bites Man” (UA), same. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
—‘State of Union” (M-G) (2d wk) 
nice $11,000. Last week, buxom 
$19,000. 














Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65) 
—‘Miracle of Bells” (RKO) and 
“Western Heritage” (RKO). Get- 


ting main interest in town, big 
$13,000, and -probably will hold. 
Last week, “Winter Meeting” 





(WB) and “I Became a Criminal” 
(WB), so-so $10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65) 
—‘Woman in White’ (WB). Mod- 
erate $11,000. Last week, “To the 
Victor” (WB), ditto. 


Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Women in Night” (FC) and “For 
You I Die” (FC). Oke $4,000. 
Last week, “Along Came Jones” 
(Indie) and “Allegheny Uprising” 
(Indie) (reissues), $3,500. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2, 042, 700; 45-65) 
—“Casbah” (U). A bit over aver- 
age at $14,000. Last week, “Naked 
City” (U), nice $17,000. 


Heidt Makes ‘Honeymoon’ 
Sockeroo Click, $38,000, 
Cincy; ‘Duel’ Wow 136 


Cincinnati, May 11. 

Downtown biz is on the bounce 
for the second straight session. 
Horace Heidt band is boosting 
“Lost Honeymoon” at Albee for 
Cincy’s tallest take in months. 
. Miracle of Bells” and “Duel in 
Sun,” both are in the plush. “Black 
Bart” is only moderate. “State of 
Union” looks stoutish on holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 60-95) — 
“Lost Honeymoon” (EL) with Hor- 
ace Heidt orch on stage. Atomic 
$38,000, for town’s tallest take in 
many months. Sunday night’s NBC 
broadcast show, with all seats at 
$1.50, was sold 10 days in advance. 
Last week, “That’s My Man” (Rep) 
with Mills Bros., Shirley Ross, 
others on stage, solid $28,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75) — 
“State of Union” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding up well at $11,000, in wake 
of $16,500 sock preem. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) — 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Sugary $13,- 
000 warranting a second week or 
moveover. Last week, “Tarzan and 
Mermaids” (RK@®) solid: $11,600. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
—‘Black Bart” (U). Fairish $6,000. 
Last week, “Song of Heart” (Mono), 
$4,200. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) — 
“Buck Privates” (U) and “South 
Tahiti” (U) (reissues). Mild $4,500. 
Last week, “Untonquered” (Par) 
(m.o.), about same. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75) — 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO). Good 
$13,500. Last week, “Winter Meet- 
ing” (WB), very thin $8,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75) — 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th), (2d wk), 
three days for sixth downtown 
week, and “Tarzan and Mermaids” 
(RKO) (m.o.) four days. All right 








$5,000. Last week, “Sitting Pretty” 
(m.0.), okay $4,500. 





Detroit, May 11}, 
seperimont with stage shows at 
Broadway-Capitol this session with 
“Sainted Sisters” is paying off in 
socko fashion, with combo of Stan 
Kenton band and King Cole Trig 
taking credit for big draw. 

“All My Sons,” at Fox, looks 
solid, to top straight - filmers 
“Scudda Hoo” and “Bishop’s Wife" 
also shape up in good fashion. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adam (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95). 
“State of Union” (M-G) (2d wk) 
Good $10,000 compared to fine 
$12,000 last week. 

Art Cinema (Marten) (459; 60-90) 
—“To Live in Peace” (Indie), Un- 
usual $3,000. Last week, “Mourn- 
ing Becomes Electra” (RKO) (6th 


wk). Stout $5,000. 
Broadway - Capitol (United - De. 
troit) (3,309; 70-95) — “Sainted 


Sisters” (Par) plus Stan Kenton 
orch, King Cole Trio topping ex- 
perimental stage try here. Great 
$40,000. Last week, “Sahara” (WB) 
and “Destroyer” (WB) (reissues), 
fair $10,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 
95)—“‘Bishop’s Wife” (RKO). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “Overlanders” 
(U) and “Cobra Strikes” (EL), mod- 
erate $9,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100: 70- 
95)—“‘All My Sons” (U) and “13 
Lead Soldiers” (20th). Sturdy 
$34,000. Last week, “Gentleman’s 
Agreement” (20th) (2d wk), stout 
$26,000. 

Michigan (U-D) (4,039; 70-95)— 
“Lady From Shanghai” (Col) and 
“Madonna of Desert” (Rep) (2d 
wk). Oke $15,000 after great $14,- 
000 first stanza. 

Palms (U-D) (2,716; 70-95)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “Tender 
Years” (20th). Trim $16,000. Last 
week, “Duel In Sun” (SRO) and 
“Campus Sleuths” (Mono) (2d wk), 
fancy $15,000. 

United Artists (U-D) (2,976; 70- 
95)—“‘Remember Mama” (RKO), 
Good $14,000 after socko $21,000 
first stanza. 


‘Father Dunne’ Preem 
In St. Loo, Big $28,000, 
‘Sisters’ Solid $20,000 


St. Louis, May 11. 

Tying in with the American 
sega: Founder Day conclave 
and bringing the Archbishop of St. 
Louis, the Governor, Mayor, Pat 
O’Brien, Jane Wyatt and others to- 
gether for a luncheon, parade and 
world preem of “Fighting Father 
Dunne,” at Fox, turned out to be 
one of biggest bally jobs ever for 
this burg. With locale of story here 
and interest of charitable organiza- 
tions that continue to support the 
Newsboys’ Home founded by Rev. 
Dunn assures a socko week. 
“Sainted Sisters’ is big runnerup 
at Ambassador. “State of Union” 
still is hefty draw in second Loew's 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘“Sainted Sisters” (Par) and 
“Waterfront at Midnight” (Par). 
Soiid $20,000. Last week, “Best 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘BF.’S’-VAUDE TORRID 
$26,000 PACES WASH. 


Washington, May 11. 

Town's two newcomers have stic- 
cessfully hurdled the first week of 
fast time. Both “Winter Meeting, | 
at Warner, and “B.F.’s Daughter, 
at Loew’s Capitol, look fine, with 
latter — to big session. 
of town is dull. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“B.F.’s Daughter” (M-G) plus 
vaude. Hot $26,000, despite rough 
notices from crix. Last week, 
elon Bart” (U), with vaude, slim 


$19,000, 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 
—"Big Clock” (Par) (2d run). S0-so 
$6,500. Last week, “Naked City 
(U) (2d run), fair $6,000. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“State of Union” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Dropped to $19,000 after smash 
$26,000 initial stanza. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-74) — 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Thin $9,000 after mild $12,000 last 
week. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) 
—"Pittsburgh” (U) (reissue). Slow 
$5,000. Last week, “Womans 
Vengeance” (U), yanked after 4 
days at only $2,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74) — 
“Winter Meeting” (WB). Stout 
$17,000, best in weeks. Last week, 
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Heavy Rains Slug Chi's New Films: 
Berle Ups ‘Alias to Terrif $65,000, 
Union’ Leader of Straight-Pix, 306 





Chicago, May il. * 

avy rains early in week cut 
age ning day grosses this ses- 
gion. Only money film among six 
new arrivals is “Alias A Gentle- 
man,” which looks great $65,000 
at Oriental, but the big coin is 
due to personal appearance of Mil- 
ton Berle and his unit. “State of 
the Union” should bring smash 


$30,000 in first week at Woods. | == 


“Are You With It”? seems weak | 
13.000 at Grand while “Over- 
finders” is in the same category 
with $10,000 at Apollo. “Furnace 
Creek” promises only fair $13,000 
at Monroe. “Three Daring Daugh- 
ters” also is tepid $14,000 at 
United Artists. 

“Naked City” slipped off after 
a whirlwind start, but still paces 
the holdovers at $27,000 for sec- 
ond week at Palace. “Sitting 
Pretty” looks lean $25,000 in sec- 
ond week at Chicago. “To Victor” 
appears to be dying with only 
$7,500 for second Roosevelt stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400; 98)— 
“Overlanders” (U). Lean $10,000. 
Last week, “Gentleman’s Agree- 
ment” (20th) (25th wk), $5,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98)—“Sit- 
ting Pretty” (20th) (2d wk). Light 
$25,000. Last week, mild $27,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 98)—“Are 
You With It?” (U). Thin $13,000. 


Last week, “Hunted” (Mono), 
$11,000. 
Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 98)— 


“Purnace Creek” (20th). Fair $13,- 
000. Last week, “If Winter Comes” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 98)— 
“Alias a Gentleman” (M-G) with | 
Milton Berle revue. Smash $65,000. | 





Last week, “Casbah” (U) (2d wk), | 


(Continued on page 18) 


‘Mild Weather Bops Hub 
But ‘Sons’ Fast $28,000; 
‘Woman’ Not Bright 236 


Boston, May 11. 

Not much doing around here this 
session. Too much competition 
from outdoor weather, baseball and 
tracks despite fairly strong prod- 
uct. “All My Sons” looks best at 
the Memorial with “B.F.’s Daugh- 
ter” good at the Met. “State of 
the Union” shapes okay at State 
and Orpheum on holdover but off 
from first week. 

Estimates for This Weck 


_,,, Astor (Jaycox) (1,300; 40-80) — 
“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Slip- 
ing to $7,000 after good $9,500, 
ast week. 
., boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-80) — 
“Berlin Express” (RKO) and 
Smart Politics’ (Mono). Opener 
hypoed by Merle Oberon and 
others in person with nice $24,000 
on week. Benefit opening night 
for Cancer Fund got $6,500. Last 
week, “The Hunted” (Mono) plus 
Nicholas Bros., Manton Moreland, 
Count Basie orch, others, $27,500. 
Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 44-75) — 
Nickleby” (U) and 





igicholas 
uiet Weekend” (indie) (3d wk). 
Good $4,000 after $5,800 in second. 
wf enway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80) — 


Woman in White” (WB) and 
4 ighting 69th” (WB) (reissue). 


irst-run here at okay $7,000. Last 
et “Sainted Sisters” (Par) and 
soge ining in Forest” (Rep), $6,- 


« gvlemorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— 
A My Sons” (U) and “Louisiana” 
. ono). Excellent $28,000. Last 
. ar peairacte = ... (RKO) 
as night” (20th) 

(2d wk), $19,000 in 8 . 
gn Wetropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40- 
= Rs B.F.’s Daughter” (M-G) and 
an m Texas” (EL). 


rvs $24,000. Last week, “Win- 


> (WB) and “S 
Spare” (Indie), floppo $17 200 °° | S30 


Old Seuth (Siritsky) (700; 40-80) 
me aay to Heaven” (U) and 
ey of Night” (U). So-so $2,300. 
“Reeuve ce ,, rosca” (Indie) and 
Gen (Indie), $2,500. 
‘ eum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
i Union” (M-G) (2d wk). 
$28,000 in im wet, aed 
Paramount (M- ; 
Wamount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80) 


“Fighting” @un nite” (WB) and 


Average $16,000 (WB) (reissue). 
“oc. 9 ‘ Last k, 
Sain Sisters” (Par) and “ ‘ight. 


ry Forest” (Rep), $15,700. 
ugg tate (Loew) (3,500; 40-80) — 
Of ty $11 gmton (M-G) (2d wk). 
for firs 1200 after okay $17,000 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . .$608,000 
(Based on 21 theatres) 
Last Year ... $643,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 











‘Apache Rouses 
Balto, Tall $19,000 


Baitimore, May 11. 

The big news here this week is 
“Fort Apache,” at the Town, where 
it Will hit one of top grosses in 
months. Some fairly pleasing re- 
turns are being registered also by 
“Woman in White” at the Stanley. 
Rest of town, mainly holdover, is 
not smash, 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 20-60) 
—‘‘State of Union” (M-G) (2d wk). 


| Holding very strongly at $14,000 


after sock $17,800 opener. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70)—“‘Lady From Shanghai” 
(Col) (2d wk) plus new vaude lay- 
out. Maintaining fairish pace at 
$12,500 after unexciting getaway 
with $14,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—"*All My Sons” (U). Opens to- 
day (Tues.) after “Are You With 
It?” (U) inched out $9,200. In 
ahead, “Big Clock” (Par) (2d wk), 
fast $11,000. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 35-55)— 
“Panhandle” (Mono) (2d wk). Down 
to $4,000 after over-average open- 
ing round at $6,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th). Fairly nice 
$9,000. Last week, “Sitting Pretty” 
(20th) (3d wk), big $7,900. 

Stanley. (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Woman in White” (WB). Good 
| $12,000. Last week, second of 
“Winter Meeting” (WB), $8,400. 


Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) $ 


—‘Fort Apache” (RKO). Biggest 
thing in town and best action here 
in months at sock $19,000. Last 
week, “Miracle of Bells” (RKO) 
(2d wk), $7,900. 


Gee-Gees Slough L’ ville 
Albeit ‘Sitting’ Pretty At 
$17,000; ‘Smugglers’ 726 


Louisville, May 11. 
Nice weather here and fact that 
gee-gees are still running at 
Churchill Downs, means that the 
wicket pace is slow at most spots. 
“Sitting Pretty’ at the Rialto had 
the benefit of a lot of publicity 
because a local woman wrote the 
original story. “Smugglers” and 
“Blonde Savage” are a coup!e ac- 
tioners which are doing okay at the 
Strand. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65) — “Big Clock” (Par) and 
“Caged Fury” (Par) (m.o.). Mild 
$3,500. Last week, “Bishop’s Wife” 
(RKO) (2d wk), about same. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
— “Knew Susie” (RKO) and 
“Double Life’ (U). Fair $3,000. 
Last week, “Voice of Turtle” (WB) 
and “Ends of Earth’ (Col), $3,200. 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
45-65) — ‘Winter Meeting” (WB). 
New product not getting action 
from the paying customers. oks 
sluggish $4,000. Last week, “T- 
Men” (EL) (2d wk), $5,000. 
National (Standard) (2,400; 45- 
65) — “Bush Pilot” (Indie) and 
Spade nga | ye —, 
Burnette headin ebill. C 
000. Last oak. a You With 
It?” (U), lively $7,000. ts 
Rialto (FA) -_ eng yond 
ting Pretty” ( 2 is ¢ 
ing over in fine style. Solid $17,- 
000. Last week, “Big Clock” (Par) 
and “Caged Fury” (Par), $13,000. 
State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65) — 
“State of Union” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Hoiding up to oke $12,000 after, 
last week’s swell $18,000. 
Scoop (L’ville Theatres) (700; 45- 
65)—"Shoe-Shine” ee _ 
1,800. Last week, “Intri 
; litting week with shorts fair 
200. 
. Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65) — 
“Smugglers” (EL) and Blonde 
Savage” (EL). Strong $7,500. Last 
week, “Adventures Casanova (EL) 
and “Man from Texas (EL), $5,- 





KAYE BOOSTS ‘FURY’ 


Omaha, May 11. | 
Sammy Kaye, always a big 
grosser here, is holding his usual | 
pace at the Orpheum. Coupled with | 
“Caged Fury,” looks in for smash 
session. “Miracle of Bells” at the | 
Brandeis shapes strong. Remain-| 
der of town is only so-so. | 

Estimates for This Week | 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 20- 
85)— “Caged Fury” (Par) with 
Sammy Kaye orch on stage. Smash | 
$26,000. Last week, ‘Panhandle” | 


fair $10,500. 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65)—/| 
“Miracle of Bells’ (RKO) and “‘Ad- 


ventures Silverado” (Col). Fine! 
$6,500 or near. Last week, “Win- | 
ter Meeting” (WB) and 


Ship” (Col), same. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—‘‘Lost Moment” (U) and “Roses | 
Are Red” (20th). Weak $6,000. Last 
week, “Girl Tisa” (WB) and “Fugi- 
tive Chain Gang” (WB) (reissue), 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 16- 
65)—“State of Union” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Fair $7,000. Last week, fine 


wn 
7) 


SOCK $26,000, - N. Y. Clipped by Rail Strike Threat: 


‘Woman’-Jockeys No Winners, 51G; 
Gable-Lana-Cugat Hot $112,000, 2d 


Broadway firstrun theatres are ; second. Goes a fourth, with “The 


experiencing a rather sharp down- | 
beat this session. A few houses | 
are doing fairly well in breasting | 
the offish trend but the overall | 


as compared with recent spotty 
weeks. Showing is all the more | 
disappointing in view of six open- | 
ings during the past seven days. 


“Woman in White,” with local | 


disappointing at Strand with | 


| around $51,000 for first week end- | 800d $29,000 opener. 
| ing tomorrow (Thurs.). “Dear Mur- 
'derer” also is way off at $15,000 in | Tuesday (18). 


first week at Winter Garden. It’s | 
taking the small-seater Sutton to | 
show the way for new product with | 
“The Brothers.” Wound up first | 
week last Monday (10) with fine | 
$10,500. Ambassador also is doing | 





$12,200. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Tarzan N. Y. Adventure” 
and ‘“Tarzan’s Secret Treasure” 
(M-G) (reissues). Okay $3,500. Last 
week, “If Winter. Comes” (M-G) 
and “Arnelo Affair” (M-G) (2d wk), 


$3,000. 


Clock Ticks Loud 
$14,000 in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, May 11. 
Two: newcomers, ‘Miracle of 
Bells” and “Big Clock,” are getting 
the major share of boxoffice atten- 
tion currently. Latter shapes up 
strongest but “Bells” also is big. 
“Naked City,” in third week here, 
looks top holdover. Despite con- 
tinued cold weather, grosses gen- 
erally are offish. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Tender Years” (20th). Very thin 
$3,500, and yanked after 6 days. 
Last week, “The Smugglers” (EL), 
$5,500. 





Gopher (Par). (1,000; 44) — 
“Broadway” (FC) and “Flame New 
Orleans” (FC) (reissues). Fair 


3,000. Last week, ‘“‘Enchanted Val- 
ley” (EL), $2,600. 

Lyceum (Schreiber) (1,900; 85)— 
“Street Corner’: (Indie) (2d wk). 
Roadshown sex pic film. Fine $12,- 
000 indicated after terrific $16,000 
initial stanza. 

Lyric ‘Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Sign 
of Ram” (Col) (m.o.). Light $4,500. 
Last week, “Scudda Hoo” (20th) 
(3d wk), good $6,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“State of Union” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Rated among best of recent crop. 
Good $12,000 after very big $19,000 
first week. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—"‘Miracle of Bells” (RKO). 
Heading for big $15,000 or over. 
Last week, “Naked City” (U) (2d 
wk), nice $9,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Naked City” (U) (m.o.). Here afver 
two fine Orpheum weeks. Nice at 
$8,500. Last week, “Design for 
Death” (RKO), $5,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)\—‘Big 
Clock” (Par). Solid $14,000 or 
over. Last week, “Sign of Ram” 
(Col), fair $8,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000; 44-60) — 
“Unconquered” (Par). First nabe 
showing. Big $4,500. Last week, 
“Call Northside” (20th) $4,000.. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85)—‘“‘Lost 


oment” (U). Satisfactory $2,500. 
t week, “Shoe-Shine” (Indie) 
(Par). $2,000. 





Colbert, MacMurray 


Team for ‘Honeymoon’ 
Hollywood, May 11. 

Claudette Colbert and Fred Mac- | 
Murray, who co-starred in “The | 
Egg and I,” will do it again in 
“Family Honeymoon,” comedy at 
Universal-International. 
Picture, based on a yarn by 
Homer Croy, goes into work 
June 15. 


en 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 

















Four Sons.” 


| “Miracle of Bells,” another new- 


ace on dual bill with “Dangerous 
Years,” and holds. “Unconquered,” 
also second-run, is giving the State 


with “Who Killed ‘Doc’ Robbin” as 
second feature. House brings in 
“Fuller Brush Man” Friday (14). 
Most pictures are not faring well 
currently on their second weeks. 
About the only exception is ““Home- 
coming” with Xavier Cugat band 
heading stageshow at Capitol. It 
looks to hit $112,000 or over after 
sock $126,000 opening week, busi- 
ness being helped by high mat and 
night scales. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Siritzky) (1,200; 55- 
$1)—‘“‘Lost Horizon” (Indie) and 
|‘“‘Adam Had Four Sons” (Indie) (re- 
issues). Doing nicely at $7,200 
and stays a second. Bill rushed 
in when “Volpone” (Indie) fell off 
to $4,000 in 18th week, and next 
foreign film was not ready. “There 
Are No Angels” (Siritzky) opens 
May -21. 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) 
—‘Mr. Blandings” (SRO) (7th wk). 
Current session ending today 
(Wed.) down to $14,500 after okay 














$17,000 in sixth stanza. Holds 
again. 
Capitel (Loew’s) (4,820; 70- 


$2.20)\—“‘Homecoming” (M-G) with 
Xavier Cugat orch, Harvey Stone, 
Rose Murphy topping stageshow 
(2d wk). Holding up firmly at big 
$112,000 or near after sock $126,- 
000 opener, and a bit over hopes. 
Stays on indefinitely. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60- 
$1.80)—“Casbah” (U) (2d wk). 
Present round ending next Friday 
(14) is off sharply at about $19,- 
000 after nice $29,000 opener. 
Stays. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.80) 
—“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (4th 
wk). Third round ending last 
Monday (10) continued to slide but 
still good $35,000 after $42,000 for 
second. Continues. 

Golden (Siritzky) (769; 85-$1.50) 
— “Lost Moment” (Col) (7th-final) 
wk). Sixth week ended last Sun- 
day (9) fell to $4,500 after okay 
$5,500 for fifth. “This Wine of 
Love” .(Indie) opens Friday (14). 

Little Carnegie (Indie) (450; 95- 

$1.20)—"‘Camille”’ (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Second round ending Fri- 
day (14) is still okay at $5,500 after 
$6,500 for opener. 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 70-$1.50) 
—‘“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(27th wk). This is down to $10,200 
in 26th stanza ended last Monday 
(10) night, after $14,000 for 25th 
week. “Time of Life” (UA) opens 
May 26. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700: 40-95) — 
“Miracle of Bells’ (RKO) (2d run) 
and “Dangerous Years” (WB) (lst 
run) (2d wk). Initial holdover ses- 
sion starts today (Wed.). First week 
hit solid $11,500. In ahead, “April 
Showers” (WB) and “Robin Hood” 
(WB) (reissue) 
$9,200, okay. 
Paramount (Par) (3,6647 55-$1.50) 
—“Big Clock” (Par) plus Duke 
Ellington orch, Ella Fitzgerald, 4 
Step Bros. topping stagebill (4th- 
final wk). Third session ended last 
(Tues.) night still was in okay 
profit at $70,000 after fancy $80,000 
for second. “Sainted Sisters” (Par) 
with Buddy Moreno orch, Wiere 
Bros., Henny Youngman opens 
May 19. ' 

Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—‘‘Mikado” (U) (4th wk). Off to 
Ag this round after $5,500 for 
third. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)\—‘“State of 
Union” (M-G) and stageshow (3d 


(2d runs), were 


comer of the past week, shapes | 
solid $11,500 in second run at Pal- | 


a very good $24,000 in nine days, | 


Pirate” (M-G) due in May 20. 
Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85)— 

“The Damned” (Indie) (3d-final 

wk). Third stanza ending next Fri- 


(Mono) and “Bill and Coo” (Rep) | total will be off considerably, even | day (14) is dropping to $7,000 after 


$9,000 for second. “Will It Happen 
Again” (FC) opens Saturday (15). 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60- 
$1.25) — “Letter. From Unknown 
Woman” (U) (3d-final wk). Second 


“Devil | gick jockeys heading stagebili, is | found ended yesterday (Tues.) slid 


sharply to $18,000 after passably 
“Another 
opens next 


Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Iron Curtain” (20th) with stage- 
show headed by Ed Sullivan and 
his “Dawn Patrol” revue, Chandra 
Kaly dancers, Evelyn Tyner, Bob 
Evans, Arthur Lee Simpkins, Al 


Part of Forest” (U) 


okay at $7,200, with reissue combo | Kelly. Opens today (Wed.). Sec- 


(M-G) | Of “Lost Horizon” and “Adam Had | 


ond week of “Anna Karenina” 
(20th) and stageshow topped by 


| Larry Adler, Paul Draper, Gali- 


Gali, was off sharply at very mild 
$50,000; opener also was mild at 
$72,000. 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Unconquered” (Par) (2d run) and 
| ‘Who Killed ‘Doc’ Robbin’ (UA) 
(1st run). Landing very good $24,- 
000 ia 9 days. “Fuller Brush Man” 
; (Col) (1st run) opens Friday (14). 
| In ahead, “Intrigue” (UA) (1st run) 
, (2d wk-5 days), okay $12,000. 
| Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
| ‘Woman in White” (WB) plus disk 
| jockeys from three local radio sta- 
| tions and Sarah Vaughan, Larry 
| Green orch, Page Cavanaugh Trio, 
| Ames Bros. First week ending to- 
|morrow (Thurs.) looks barely good 
$51,000, not up to hopes in view of 
novelty of stage lineup. Last week, 
“To Victor” (WB) with Cab Callo- 
| way orch (3d wk), $35,000. 
| Sutton (Rugoff-Becker) (561; 70- 
| $1.25) —“The Brothers” (U) (2d wk). 
In first week ended Monday (10) 
got fine $10,500. In ahead, 1ith 
| week of “The Pearl” (RKO) was 


| $3,400. 
| Wietoria (City Inv.) (720; 70- 
| $1.50)—“The Search” (M-G) (8th 


| wk). Seventh frame concluded last 
(Tues.) night was $9,500, after $11,- 
| 000 for sixth, not bad for this stage 

of run. “Berlin Express” (RKO) 
| opens May 20. 

Warner (WB) (1,499; 90-$1.50)— 
“Winter Meeting” (WB) (6th wk). 
Fifth stanza ended last (Tues.) night 
was down to $8,500 after okay $12, 
000 for fourth. Stays. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20)—‘‘Dear Murderer” (U). For 
first week ending tomorrow (Thurs.} 
very thin $15,000 looms. Third 
week (8 days) of “Are You With 
It?” (U) was down to $12,000. 


Seattle Off to New Low; 
6 ? od | 
Panhandle’ Dim $6,000 
Seattle, May 11. 

Boxoffice generally is on down- 
beat here this stanza, with surplus 
of holdovers and reissues pushing 
biz to lowest in weeks. Sole new 
picture, “Panhandle,” is feeling 
the offish tone, being very thin at 
the Paramount. “State of Union” 
looks best of holdovers in second 
Palomar week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Furnace Creek” (20th) and “Girl 
Tisa” (WB) (m.o.). Good $3,500 in 
6 days. Last week, “Sitting Pretty” 
(20th) (6th wk), $4,200. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—‘‘Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) and 
“Rocky” (Mono). Trim $9,000. Last 
week, “Ruthless” (EL) and “Ideal 
Husband” (20th), $6,200. 

Liberty (J & VH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Mating of Millie’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Solid $7,000 after $7,800 last week. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“Bishop’s Wife” (6th wk). Down 
to $4,000 in 8 days after good 
$4,400 last week. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) and 
“Half Past Midnight” (20th) (2d 
wk). Okay $7,000, and holds again. 
Last week, nice $8,000. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) and 
“Docks New Orleans” (Mono). Fine 
$8,500. Last week, “Casbah” (U) 
and “The Challenge” (20th) (2d 
wk), $3,100. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
—‘‘State of Union” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Steady $10,000 after solid $11,300 
in opener. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Panhandle” (Mono) and “Knock- 
out” (Mono). Very thin $6,000 or 





near. Last week, “Furnace Creek” 
(20th) and “My Girl Tisa” (WB), 
moderate $8,800. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 





wk). Third session is holding well 





include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


at $120,000 after fine $127,000 for: 


—*Sainted Sisters” (Par) (3d wk). 
Oke $3,500. Last week, $4,900, 
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The Longest-Run Record in 20th : 
Century-Fox Long-Run History! 1 


a 





6 months at the Apollo, Chicago! 





EI I 





20th’s all-time champion hold- 7 
over attraction! ‘ 
Move-overs! Repeat First-runs! 4 
From Coast-to-Coast! - 





Setting new 20th marks for 
subsequent runs! 





Matching its big-town figures in 
every smaller situation! 

a 
The most honored picture in 
screen history! 


eR 


Winner of 53 awards! 
Winner of 3 Academy Awards 
including ‘‘Best Picture’’! 





























Darryl F. Zanuck presents 


GREGORY DOROTHY "JOHN 


PECK - McGUIRE - GARFIELD | 


in Laura Z. Hobson’s 


Gentleman’s 
Agreement. 


with 
Celeste Holm « Anne Revere » June Havoc « Albert Dekker 
Jane Wyatt + Dean Stockwell « Sam Jaffe 


Produced by DARRYL F. ZANUCK 
Screen Play by MOSS HART 
Directed by ELIA KAZAN 
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Rank Reissues Show Healthy Results 
Offsetting Tax-Ridden Pix Shortage 





London, May 11. *% 


‘oe take from reissues will 

help Saset the red in the rc 3 J. 
Arthur Rank Organization. trading 
t. Advance reports rete 

Ss are pg consi % 

od reaitional revenue for Rank. 

Shortage of films due to gov 
troubles prompted Rank to intro- 

policy of dual releases in 
aye Odeon and G-B cinema circuits. 
a home products were released 
n both circuits with only a couple 
“f months’ break between each 
series of showings. In addition, old 
Rank films, some even dating back 
to the Ostrer Gainsborough days, 
were brought off the shelves and 
put out as first or second features. 
Actual boxoffice takes on these re- 
issues are not as yet available, but 
here is an indication of the kind 
of business the oldies have been 
ulling in. 
: During a six-month period the 
following films were reissued by 
the Rank Organization: Frieda 
(London area only release), Box- 
office business excellent. When 
the Bough Breaks” (second circuit 
release); Boxoffice only average, 
probably due to release dates be- 
ing too close. “Great Expecta- 
tions,” very good. “Green For 
Danger,” good. “ The Captive 
Heart” and “Pygmalion” (on com- 
bined bill); average. “This Happy 
Breed” and “Carnival” (on com- 
bined bill); excellent. “This Happy 
Breed” proved to be one of the 
most successful reissues for some 
time. 

On results of this reissue group, 
the Rank booking chiefs consider 
that the success of reissues de- 
pends on how soon they are re- 
leased after their original showing. 
The fact that “Breed” was such an 
outstanding success tends to sub- 
stantiate this point. Anyway the 
final results of the reissue policy 
which still has some months to run 
before the renewed flow of U. S. 
films gets into its stride, will be 
‘seen in the.next annual Rank bal- 
ance sheet, and the present fore- 
cast is that it will have a healthy 
effect. 


LONDON’S THREE NEW 
OFFERINGS LOOK GOOD 


London, May 11. 

London had three new shows and 
a revival opening this week. with 
the new productions looking good. 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” opening at 
the Saville Wednesday (5), is a 
bright musical by Austin Melford, 
with music by Noel Gay, starring 
Leslie Henson and Vera Pearce. 
It’s the usual Henson vehicle. It 
was splendidly received, and a 
prosperous run is likely. 


“The Barretts of Wimpole 
Street” was revived at the Garrick 
: Thursday (6) with Tom Walls play- 
ing Barrett. Role is totally out- 
side his sphere as farceur, since he 
never conveys the requisite _com- 
plex character. Play has outstand- 
rnd performances by Margaret 
be nston and Alec Clunes as Eliza- 
th and Robert Browning, but a 
Prolonged run is doubtful. “The 
aragon,” opening at the Fortune 
ey (10), is a tense topical 
‘a ma by Roland Pertwee, col- 
borating for the first time with 
son Michael. Splendidly acted 
was enthusiastically received 

and has an even chance of success. 
‘The Vigil,” Starring Douglass 
ontgomery, opened at the Wales 
yesterday (10), following an Em- 
Ssy tryout and provincial tour, 
and was well received. It should 
© well in its three weeks’ season. 


Sterling’s S.. Africa Spread 


ms Johannesburg, May 1. 
erling Products have just 
books he largest order ever 
aced on Lourenco Marques 
os covering several thousand 
of ti pnouncements and six hours 
divided" a week. The time is 
period up into two half-hour 
inate On Sunday and four 15- 
times te ygetsc~ On weekdays five 
i (Tuesday through 
_ Products scheduled to be adver- 
me ue Bayer Aspirin, Glostora, 
Phill; ar & Honey, Cough Syrup; 
ii ps’ Dental Magnesia, Phil- 
PS’ Creams, Mulsified Coconut 


Oil, Danderine ‘ 
; , and P F 
agnesia. hillips’ Milk 








Metro’s 3 New Showcases 
In Egypt, Cuba, Argentina 


While all other majors are mark- 
ing time on large-scale theatre con- 
struction abroad, Metro is now 
about to’ build showcases in three 
countries. Construction work will 
start within the next few weeks, 
M-G spokesman said, on theatres 
in Alexandria, Egypt; Havana, 


‘Cantinflas’ Cleared Of 
‘Pic Plagiarism Charge 
Mexico City, May 11. 

“Cantinflas” (Mario Moreno), 
Mexico’s top pic-stage comic now 
visiting Paris, was cleared by the 
federal attorney general of a 
plagiarism charge. 

Charge was made by Alberto 
Pina Lizama that the comic stole 
his story and made it into one of 
his most successful pix, “Un dia 
con el Diablo” (“A Day with the 


Arg. Pix Industry 


Takeover Seen 


Closer in Bank's 70% Coin Move 





Horror Pix Nix by Aussie 
Censor; Ad Clamp Seen 


Sydney, April 30. 





Devil’). Prosecutor assigned a 
jury of experts, writers and script- 
ers, to examine Lizama’s plot and 
the story done for “Cantinflas’” by 
his own writer, Jaime Salvador. 
Jury reported that while there was 
a certain similarity between the 





Cuba, and Rosario, Argentina. 
Sites have been owned by the 
company for some time but the 


past week. 


In addition, Metro will take over 
on a longterm iease, a theatre now 
being built in Cali, Colombia, by 
private capital. M-G is to equip 
the ‘house besides operating it. 
Company also has a site purchased 
in Buenos Aires but has yet to au- 
thorize actual construction. 


Uncertain overseas conditions 


plans by majors for postwar the- 
atre. building in foreign countries. 
Paramount recently opened the 
Tacna theatre in Lima, Peru, and 
Warner Bros. has a house under 
construction in Havana. Other- 
wise, there’s been little activity in 
the field of theatre acquisitions. 


Foreign Pix Make 
Latinos Choosy 


Success of forefgn films in the 
Latin-American market. has been 
so widespread that exhibitors in 
south-of-the-border countries can 
be choosy in picking their Ameri- 
can product, according to H. Al- 
ban-Mestanza prexy of Foreign 
Screen Corp., foreign distribs. 
Growth of Mexican and Argentine 
films, coupled with the fine box- 
office strength of Italian product, 
has cut American playing time in 
Venezuela alone about 80°%. 


An indication of the appeal of 
Italian pix is seen in the terrific 
gross of 83,000 ($16,000) pesos 
which “Open City” racked up in 
one Mexico City house. With other 
Italian, Argentine and British im- 
ports doing fairly well, the Latino 
exhib for the first time is able to 
pass up the poorer. American films 
which, Alban-Mestanza said, too 
often has been crammed down the 
throats of South American theatre- 
men in the past. 


He conceded, however, that it’s 
difficult for the U. S. film com- 
panies to improve the story appeal 
of their pix for the Latin market 
without sacrificing interest in the 
same film in other territories. 
“Carnival in Costa Rica” (20th), 
for example, was only a fair gross- 
er in the U. S. while it proved to 
be a smash in Mexico. The out- 
look, he felt, will continue to be 
unfavorable for the bulk of Amer- 
ican pictures in that mart with the 
exception of action films and west- 
erns which never have lost popu- 
larity with the Latins. 


‘La Meri’ Mex Click 


Mexico City, May 11. 

Best dance recitalist seen here 
in year is “La Meri” (Mrs. Russel 
Meriwether Hughes). Topping un- 
der difficulties, the altitude, half 
as high up again as Denver, which 
hits her hard, and the small stage 
of the Mexican-North American 
Institute of Cultural Relations, 
the dancer opened May 1 and did 
two-a-night May 5, 6 and 8, to in- 
creasingly good trade at $2 (U.S.) 
i Pierce, Melvin S. Parks and 
Martin Holman are the impresa- 
rios. Attendance is American- 
Mexican. 











Habib Quits Belgium 

Selim Habib, Metro managing 
director in Belgium, has resigned 
because of ill health, with Robert 
O. Schoham named to fill the posi- 
tion temporarily. 

Schoham until recently was spe- 
cial Metro homeoffice representa- 
tive in Scandinavia, headquarter- 
ing in Sweden. Prior to that he 
was territorial manager in Cuba 





and Finland. 


greenlight was held up until the | 


two scripts, that which Salvador 


| wrote was definitely original. 





‘Years’ an Embarrassment 


Of B.O. in Austere Brit; 
Petrol, Church Stymies 


London, May 11. 
Goldwyn’s. “Best Years 
Lives” is enjoying such 
in the British Isles it’s 


Samuel 
of Our 
success 


have restricted erstwhile ambitious? making trouble for municipal of- 


ficials. 


requests for extension of hours 
cinemas are permitted to be open, 
so that the unequalled crowds can 
catch the film. In every case, the 
city fathers nixed the request. 


In Southport, the exhib wanted 
to open at 7 p.m. for four Sundays 
instead of 8 p.m. That ran into 
an unbeatable squawk from the 
churches. In Glasgow and Oxford 
request was made for permission to 
run until 2 a.m. instead of shut- 
tering at 11 p.m., so an extra show 
could be squeezed in. It was 
vetoed in both towns because of 
lack of petrol to keep buses op- 
{erating after their regular stop- 
ping time. 


WALTER IN LIDO PACT 
ON TALENT EXCHANGE 


Paris, May 6. 
During Lou Walters stay in 
Paris, he will ink a pact with 
Pierre Louis Guerin, operator of 
the Lido Club here, for a mutual 
exchange of talent betweén latter 
and Walters’ N. Y. Latin Quarter. 


At the Lido, Rene Fraday is now 
rehearsing the new revue he {fs pro- 
ducing for Guerin, titled “Con- 
fetti,’ with a carnival scene with 
fioats, which will include plenty 
American talent. The four Ben 
Yost singers, the Debonairs, Frak- 
son and Charlie Chase are in the 
show, which will open May 25 
while Lou Walters is still here, 
with the three Charlivels held over 
until Oct. 1 when they go to L. Q. 
in N. Y., opening Oct. 19. 

Choreography is by Don Arden, 
and includes 18 Blue Bell Girls 
and mannequins. Tooters will 
number about 45, including 20 fid- 
dlers. Miss Blue Bell is now sup- 
plying the girls, with Dodo Felton, 
who used to, gone over to the 
Varieties here. 


Current London Shows 


London, May 11. 
(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty’s (28). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (49). 
“Autumn Gold,” Embassy (1). 
“Barretts,” Garrick (2). 


“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (55). 
“Bob’s Uncle,” Sav. (1). # 
“Carissima,” Palace (9). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (37). 
“Dark Eyes,” Strand (7). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (50). 
“Four, Five, Six,” Yorks (9). 
“Frenzy,” St. Mart (3). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (7). 
“Happy Either,” St. James (31). 
“Hellzapoppin,” Princes (5). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (49). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (39). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (5). 
“Medium,” Aldwych (2). 
“Mountain Air,” Comedy (15). 
“Never Can Tell,” Crit. (32). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (45). 
“Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (54). 
“Outrageous,” W. Garden (54). 
“Paragon,” Fort. (1). 

“Present Laughter,” H’ymkt (56). 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (15). 

“Royal Circle,” Wynd. (2). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (27). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (47). 
“Tuppence,” Globe (31). 
“Vigil,” Wales (1). 

















Chief Aussie film censor Jack 
| Alexander has put the final nix on 
| horror pix for the Antipodes. Says 
ihe won't hand out any more li- 
censes permitting their screening. 


| Pix already here and awaiting | 


| screening are exempt from the ban. 
| Majority of distribs and exhibs are 
said to be in agreement with Alex- 
|ander on the ban. They say this 
| type of entertainment brings too 
|many kicks to the industry, not 
| worth while when measured with 
| the b.o. intake. 

There’s now a possibility of the 
| Aussie government passing a law 
at next session of Parliament 
| whereby the government will have 
| control of all pic advertising. Idea 
|}is to keep down the sex playup 
| with pix. Against this the major 
newspapers say they operate their 


there’s no need for official inter- 
| ference. 


MPA Dickers On 
Chile Pix Entry 


Santiago, Chile, May 11. 

Representatives of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America have 
launched negotiations with the 
Chilean government for a new 
agreement on importation of Yank 
films to this country. The dicker- 
ing is aimed at relaxing stringent 
regulations which have prevented 
American companies from bring- 
ing in any but a few films since 
| the latter part of 1947. 

The government never clamped 
down with an absolute nix on Yank 
films. However, permits are re- 
| quired for both importation of 
| films and remittances of dollars. 
Very few of either have been 
granted in the past six months. 

Ordinarily, Chile is good for 
about $1,150,000 yearly in dollar 
remittances to all American film 
companies. 


SIRITZKY HOPING T0 
REGAIN 47 THEATRES 


Paris, May 6. 

Recovery of his 47 theatres from 
government or SOGEC control is 
only a matter of time now for 
Leon Siritzky, now cleared of col- 
laborationist charges. (He has 18 
back now out of an original 65.) 

Operator plans to make arrange- 
ments with the main chains, such 
as Pathe and Gaumont, to avoid 
cutthroat competition by forming 
a booking combine which would 
hold most of the best theaters here. 
So far as he is personally con- 
cerned, he intends to run his. 
houses on lines which will not 
mean either firing quickly most of 
superfluous personnel which has 
been hired, or look like sudden 
Americanization of the houses. 
Siritzky, whose sons, Sammy and 
Joe, are currently in N. Y., plans 
to extend into production deals, 
and as a starter has plans with Ar- 
nold Pressburger to film “Ana- 
bios,” a Russian novel by Charles 
Philip, about people frozen for 150 
years and revived. He is currently 
scouting for pix to buy for his 
N. Y. theatres. 











Crown’s European Look 
Alfred Crown, foreign chief for 
Samuel Goldwyn, sails on the 
Queen Mary for England May 22. 
He’ll be abroad about six weeks, 
going from London to France, Italy 
and Sweden. 
He’ll view the general foreign 
situation, look into the possibility 
of deals for unfreezing coin in 
various countries and consult with 
RKO execs on exhibition policies | 
on “Secret Life of Walter Mitty,” 
which will shortly go into foreign 
release. 





Bernard J. Gates, Latin-Ameri-- 
can supervisor for Monogram In- 
ternational, planed to~- Havana 
Monday (10) on the first leg of a 
three-month tour which will take 


Councils in at least three | °¥® strict code of ethics, meaning | 


towns have been confronted with | 


+ Nationalization of the Argentine 


film industry, long forecast by the 
trade, appears to be well on the 
way, now that the Central Bank of 
Argentina is financing some 70% 
of all picture production there. 
Trend toward nationalization, 
pointed out by U. S. distribs re- 
turning from Latin America, was 
verified by Frank L. Mayne, N. Y. 
| representative of the 





Argentine 
ifirm of Emelco Films, one of the 


country’s largest fi:mmakers. He 
revealed that his company had 


been taken over by the govern- 
ment about a month ago. When 
|pressed for details he suggested 
diplomatic channels be contacted. 

Move of the government toward 
taking over the industry obviously 
boils down to an attempt by Presi- 
dent Juan Peron to use the sereen 
to a wider extent as a propaganda 
medium than it ever was employed 
| before, top execs in the major 

American companies’ homeoffice 
foreign departments intimated. 
| None expressed surprise at the 
|n_tionalization step. 

One homeoffice topper causti- 
cally pointed out that the Argen- 
tine government has even taxed 
the U. S. film firms to aid native 
production. American product, 
|other quarters pointed out, has 
faced « variety of adverse sales 
conditions throughout Argentina 
since the end of the war. A quota 
restricted imports and a freeze on 
| remittances was imposed last year 
‘following Britain’s drastic step in 
| refusing to permit Argentina to 
‘convert her pound balances re- 
| ceived in exchange for wheat and 
beef for dollars. 

Ban on advertising in behalf of 
|U. S. films also is said to have hit 
|grosses of American pix badly. 
Another crusher was a recent gov- 
'ernment edict decreeing that many 
|filmhouses must present vaude 
| bills. When flesh returned, the sec- 
lond feature automatically was 

eliminated. Before the Peron ad- 
{ministration hampered the U. S. 
distribs, American films received 
jup to 80% of the Argentine play- 
ing time. 


“ICE HOLIDAY’ SOCK IN 
MEX, WITH 3006 IN 28 


Mexico City, May 11. 

Outstanding sock of local amuse- 
ment biz this spring is “Holiday on 
Ice,” current at the National 
Stadium, where it opened April 21. 
Its b.o., about equaling the record- 
high it copped here last year, 
proves that though a depression ‘is 
on, there is plenty coin for what 
the customers want. “Holiday” 
closes May 13, after 28 shows, an 
extended three days. W. Carl 
Snyder, its rep, figures gross of 
more than $300,000 (U.S.). Top of 
$3.60 (U.S.) prevails. 

“Holiday” is skedded to open 
May 15, for a contracted seven 
days, with probable extension, in 
Guadalajara, in the far west, Mex- 
ico’s second city. Paul Dempsey is 
making the arrangements there. 
After Guadalajara, show is skedded 
to play Monterrey, eastern Texas 
border industrial center for seven 
days, then go U. S. ward. Victor 
Sturdivant is impresarioning in 
Mexico. 

Sturdivant and his Mexican as- 
sociate, Joaquin Guerra, are com- 
pleting plans for building the 
show’s own stadium here, report- 
edly a 20,000-seat bowl and with a 
roof, so that rain or no the show 
can go on. 

Last two times here, “Holiday” 
used the all-open air National Sta- 
dium which left it at the mercy of 
rain, characteristic of late spring 
here. Impresarios hope to have 
their stadium ready for “Holiday’s” 
third stand here, tentatively late 
next April. Oe 


Danes-U.S. Tax Okay 


Washington, May 11. 

New income tax convention be- 
tween the U. S. and Denmark, 
eliminating double taxation, was 
signed here last week. Provisions 
are similar to the conventions now 
in force with Britain, Canada, 
France, Sweden and the one signed 
about two weeks ago with the 
Netherlands. 

Under these agreements, Ameri- 
can show biz people working tem- 
porarily in any other countries pay 

















him through most South American 





“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (54). 


countries. . 


only American income taxes on 
salaries earned abroad. 
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M:G:M HAS 
THE 
PICTURES! 


At the Hunting Room of the Fs 
Week after week ’ Hotel Astor, N.Y. and where, ar, 


ever film men meet, theyr’e saying: 4 


All Spring and Summer long! “M-G-M is the talk of the industry.” 
One tasty dish after another! 
Frank Capra’s “State of the Union”... 
A feast from coast-to-coast! 
“Homecoming”. ..Wow! 
Breaking every M-G-M record in the 
Entire history of the Capitol, N. Y. 
Then “Summer Holiday” (Technicolor) pf 
And “Big City’ Then “The Pirate” fate 
“On An Island With You” (Technicotor) 
Irving Berlin’s “Easter Parade” (Technicolor) 
“A Date With Judy” (Technicolor) 
Then “Julia Misbehaves”! Followed by 
“A Southern Yankee” 
Then “Three Musketeers” (Technicolor) 
And more M-G-M Big Ones! 


23 
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Everybody's saying it: Happy days 
Are here again, t aanks to— '] 
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~ Per-Company Breakdown 


Following is a tentative list of the number of films to be released 
by seven of the major film companies from now until the end of 


Figures are tentative, since several of the companies 


ear. \ 
oo ook yet completed their distribution plans. 
‘ Releases 
; scheduled for Other tentative May-Dec. 
Company remainder of 1948 releases in ’48 1947 
Columbia ...--- gsieeee 11 29 51 
Metro +6 a ee treeeeeee y | 12 22 
Paramount eee eee ee | 12* St 11* 
RKO ...---rerrs stone , 54s + 26%** 
Twentieth-Fox ....++« 15 11 26 
Universal .....-+- cecee 16 27 23 
Warners ...+-+- soeeeee 11 *4%* + Heke 
86 79 164 


* Releases set only until September (with same months for 1947). 


** Set only until October. 
e#* Set only through July. 

















Film Execs Concerned 
Over U. S. Film Delegate 


Washington, May 11. 

Film industry reps in Washing- 
ton are expressing concern over 
who will be the next State Depart- 
ment appointee to head the com- 
mercial motion picture department. 
R. Horton Henry, currently in 
charge, is stepping out of the post 
to become legation secretary at 
Damascus, Syria. Before switching, 
however, Henry is expected to be 
the U. S. rep in Paris for talks con- 
cerning revision of the Blum- 
Byrnes film agreement. 

Claiming that they lack funds 
to hire a specialist familiar with 
the industry, State Department 
officials will probably select an- 
other green hand to handle U. S. 
film relations in the world market. 


[Freedom Guarantee 


gies want no new excitement till 
they study the High Court decision 
and get the issues once more before 
the trial court in New York. Final 
settlement on the divestiture angle, 
may be as much as a couple of 
years off. 

One important feature of the 
Supreme Court’s dictum is that, if 
films have the same protection as 
the press under the First Amend- 
ment, the right of any Congres- 
sional Committee to probe the con- 
tent of films would apparently be 
nullified. The House Un-American 
Activities Committee has charged 
that communist propaganda was 
insinuated into some films, and that 
it would name these pictures and 
disclose the “Red” parts. Nothing 
has ever been done about this. 
although the charge has _ been 
loosely repeated on two or three 
occasions. 

Back in 1940, a Senate Commit- 
tee investigated Hollywood, using 
as a springboard the allegation 
that the industry was warmonger- 
ing because it was making anti- 
Hitler pix. Nobody investigated 

















anti-Hitler newspapers. They were 
protected wnder the First Amend- 
ment. Now films would have that 
same shield. 











Korda Oldies 


=a Continued from page 9 


Productions, WPIX obtained ex- 
poe ry —_ to the films for 
at a package price of $125,- 
o_o the oe of leasing 
© any o in- 
} sted y er stations in 
tion immediately set up its 
a film distributing organization. 
ning up sales to the other stations 
at a price determined by the num- 
~d of Sets in circulation in each 
city. It’s believed that WPIX will 
Set an average of $5,000 from each 
sation, with the latter having the 
Pat to repeat the 24 films once 
ys ng the year, giving them a full 
weeks of programming. WPIX, 
consequently, will get back $60,000. 
it succeeds in lining up a spon- 
ane its showings in N. Y., it 
ri turn a neat profit on the films. 
Q Ms, were not sold to more than 
; station in any single city. 
vole emive of the spreading re- 
coll among indie exhibs is the sit- 
7 on in Chicago, where theatre 
om threatened to boycott all reis- 
= r offered to video stations. Re- 
WPI ~ brought to a head by 
bo wen sale of the Korda product 
Aa, N-TV, the Chi Tribune out- 
bare top Allied official said mem- 
wid by that organization obviously 
on th Stop booking such product 
pod clr Own initiative and pend- 
the issuance of an official 


Se re 





UAW’s Successful Film 
Spurs More Union Prod. 


Long-bruited plans of trade 
union leaders to produce and dis- 
tribute special films for labor are 
being dusted off for action in the 
near future as result of successful 
tests by several large unions. Cued 
by the repeated bookings for 
their initial cartoon documentary, 
“Brotherhood of Man,” United Au- 
tomobile Workers, CIO, is taking 
the lead in mapping further films 


“on social and economic problems. 


Top union leaders will meet in 
New York next Wednesday (19) 
under auspices of the N. Y. Film 
Council to air their views on de- 
veloping a trade union film circuit. 
Speakers will include Mark Starr, 
educational director of the Inter- 
national Ladies Garment Workers 
Union; George T. Guernsey, CIO 
associate director of education, and 
Robert Delson, chairman of the 
National Film Cooperative which 
was set up last year as the clear- 
ing house for labor films. 


Ent’s WB Playdating 


Los Angeles, May 11. 

Enterprise’s “Arch of Triumph” 
will preem here June 4 in day-and- 
date openings at Warners’ Holly- 
wood, Downtown and _ Wiltern 
theatres. It’s the first time in six 
years that anything but a WB film 
has been booked into these first- 
run showcases. 

“Arch” will play the _ entire 
Warner circuit. Pic is distributed 
by United Artists. 








TECHNI SUIT STARTS JUNE 4 


Washington, May 11. 

Hearing of the Government’s 
anti-trust suit against Technicolor 
has been set for June 14 by Judge 
William C. Mathes of U.S. district 
court. 

Hearing already had two delays 
due to insufficient preparation by 
attorneys on both sides. 
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Wilson put their signatures to the 
pact. 

Major trouble, it’s reported, is 
the flock of domestic regulations 
and rationing that prevail in 
Britain. Practically every idea the 
Americans have had runs into a 
blank wall when they discover that 
they can’t get the supplies or 
materials they need to push 
through their plan. They're com- 
ing back with the idea that Britain 
is nothing but a mass of maddening 
restrictions. ’ 

In the meantime, Fayette W. 
Allport, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America rep in England, returned 
to London aboard the Queen Mary 
from New York. He took with him 
the interpretations of the Anglo- 
U.S. agreement reached in the 
meetings that American execs have 
been holding for the past five 
weeks. John G. McCarthy, associate 
manager of the MPAA’s Interna- 
tional Division, has been assigned 
by MPAA prez Eric Johnston to 
spend several weeks in London 
aiding Allport. McCarthy leaves 
New York Friday (14). 

‘Allport and McCarthy will work 
together in setting up an ad- 
ministrative agency for running the 
American end of the agreement in 
Britain. This will include an ac- 
counting setup to keep track of 
the earnings of the various com- 
panies there and figure out the 
divvy to each. 








30,000 House in Alberta 
‘sia Calgary, Alta. 


$30,000 theatre is being built at 





Two Hills, Alta, 









Continued from page 5 


tional amendment providing for a 
Federal “right to work” backed up 
by a stiff criminal penalty and sub- 
stantial civil damages. “This would 
go far,” he said, to clarify the just 
limits of the right to strike and to 
discourage the use of goon tactics 
on American citizens who want to 
exercise their right to work.” 
Film director tried to sidestep all 
queries referring to his own dis- 
pute with the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Actors, commenting 
that he “hadn’t come to plead his 
own cause,” and that he considered 
that only a glaring example of the 
whole problem. Detailed back- 
grounds of his dispute with AFRA, 
however, were distributed to all 
committee members and reporters. 
It was disclosed that under the 
Taft-Hartley act, DeMille could not 
have been dropped from AFRA for 
refusing to pay the $1 political 
assessment. He said that his law- 
yers were exploring the possibility 
of his reinstatement under T-H 
law provisions. DeMille said, how- 
ever, that he wouldn’t ask to go 
back since he hadn’t asked to be 


dropped. “I should be _ invited 
back,” he said. 
*Spotlight was thrown. on the 


Hollywood labor situation by re- 
peated attempts of Hartley to get 
DeMille to estimate the average 
wage of the skilled studio em- 
ployees. While refusing to commit 
himself to a definite figure, DeMille 
said they were “the highest paid 
workers in America.” Hartley said 
that a studio carpenter had testi- 
fied in earlier hearings that he 
earned $10,000 per year without 
overtime. 

Replying to a comment by Rep. 
John Lesinski that everyone in 
Hollywood made money, DeMille 
said: “In the first quarter of 1948, 
with a $350,000,000 investment, the 
seven major companies made a net 
profit of $1,000,000. Industry itself 
would be wiped out at this rate and 
a depression would result and the 
great plum for labor would be lost. 
Instead of trying to keep alive the 
goose, labor has cut it open to get 
the golden egg.” 


C.P. Skouras’ Pre-Trial 
Exams Another 2 Weeks 


After several weeks of pre-trial 
examination, Charles P. Skouras, 
head of National Theatres, has two 
more sessions in the stockholders’ 
suit against 20th-Fox before the 
lawyers call it finis. Quiz of 
Skouras won’t wind up for an- 


other couple of weeks, it’s said, 
because crowded schedules of both 
the NT topper and Milton Pollack, 
attorney for dissident sharehold- 
ers, bar continuation of examina- 
tions this week. 

It’s likely that other 20th offi- 
cers will be questioned before the 
case goes to trial late this spring 
or in the early fall, according to 
Pollack. Spyros Skouras, company 
prexy; Robert Lehman, board 
member; William C. Michel, exec 
veepee, and Otto Koegel, general 
counsel, have already taken the 
witness chair. 

Six consolidated stockholders’ 
actions are seeking to upset the 
deal whereby Charles Skouras and 
his NT aides, F. H. (Rick) Ricket- 
son, Jr., Elmer C. Rhoden and 
Harold J. Fitzgerald netted $6,- 
850,000 through sale of NT stock 
to 20th. Suit also attacks bonuses 
and salaries paid to Spyros and 
Charles Skouras. 
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Make Mine Borscht 


Continued from page 2 


his new opera. I want to go from one production to another without 
the deadly between-show hiatus on Broadway. 

For 10 busy and rewarding weeks I want to be part of the most excit- 
ing show business there is, where Jerome Robbins originated the con- 
cept for the Keystone Kops Ballet (“High Button Shoes”) and the 
“Madamoiselle Marie” sequence (Look, Ma, I’m Dancin’ ”’), where Anita 
Alvarez (“Finian’s Rainbow’) developed her dazzling individuality, 
where Mata and Hari (Diamond Horseshoe) created their routines, 
where Lee Sherman (‘‘Make Mine Manhattan”) choreographed his first 
ballet, where Sylvia Fine sharpened her wit and Danny Kaye trade- 
marked his eloquent hands, where dozens of others found the inspira- 


There was a time when I considered the nomenclature of “Borscht 
Circuit” libelous and went to some lengths to stamp it out. But the 
label has stuck and has become a badge of honor proudly worn by the 


So rather than an institution to graduate from and leave behind, like 
Erasmus Hall high school or the American Academy of Dramatic Arts, 
the Borscht Circuit is a workshop for talent developed to the highest 
degree. I know a few top-ranking stars who could ketchum up beaucoup 


Major Cos. Slate 165 


Releases For.’ 


Rest of Year, Almost Same as '4/: 
20th Sets Pace With 26 in 8 Mos. 
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Labor Meet in Fall 


Washington, May 11. 

Hearings of the House La- 
bor subcommittee investigat- 
ing conditions in the. amuse- 
ment industry will resume in 
Hollywood in August or 
September. At that time, Her- 
bert K. Sorrell, prez of the 
Conference of Studio Unions, 
will be given an opportunity 
to’ explain his denial of 
charges made against him that 
he was a Communist. 

Other Hollywood persons, 
who were named as Com- 
munists at~the hearings, will 
also be called before the com- 
mittee to present their side. 


Metro Won’t Cut Own 
Prod. But Acquiring 
Indie Pix for Release 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Metro has no intention of cut- 
ting its own production slate al- 
though it’s stepping up its releas- 
ing schedule through acquisition of 
outside pix, production chief Louis 


B. Mayer reports. Deals have re- 
cently been inked with Hal Roach 
for six films with John Ford-Merian 
C. Cooper (Argosy Pictures) for 
one, and John Huston and Sam 
Spiegel for at least one annually. 

Studio will make 26 productions 
this year. It will also do three 
abroad, two in England and one in 
Italy. Indie producers won't affect 
the company’s own output, and 
Mayer indicated the firm isn’t try- 
ing to line up more indies but “if a 
good outside deal comes along, 
we'll snap it up.” 

Deal for takeover of Enterprise 
product is currently hot, with 
Loew’s already handling foreign 
release for the indie. Next year 
Metro expects to add to its pro- 
duction slate by at least five pic- 
tures. 


TECHNICOLOR JAM MAY 
STALL ‘MELODY’ IN ENG. 


Technicolor processing will be 
pretty tight in Britain for some 
months to come, according to Wil- 
liam B. Levy, worldwide sales 
supervisor for Walt Disney, who 
returned to New York last week 
after a five-week junket to Eng- 
land and France. Situation, he said, 
stems from the new films coming 
in on the wake of the tax adjust- 
ment. Backlog may result in pos- 
sible delay for British release of 
“Melody Time.” 

Sales outlook, Levy noted, ap- 
pears fairly good. He cited the 
strong business now being done in 
Paris by “Bambi.” Picture opened 
recently day and date at the Marig- 
nan and Marivaux theatres there 
and “broke all house records.” Film 
is the first American pic to play 
the former theatre in 10 years. 
Same. picture, he said, has also 
been getting extended playing time 
in England where it’s reissued 
on the Gaumont-British circuit 
coupled with RKO’s “Up in Arms.” 

















Film exhibitors will have about 
the same number of pictures te 
book during the remaining months 
this year as they had from May te 
December in 1947. Seven major 
distribs have some 86 films al- 
ready scheduled for release be- 
tween now and the end of the 
year, with another 79 either in the 
can or in various stages of prepara- 
tion. Total of 165 is almost equal 
to the 164 released in the ast 
eight months of 1947. 


(Releases for 1948 may even- 
tually exceed those released last 
year, since Warners has set its 
schedule only through July, Para- 
mount through September and 
RKO through October. Same 
months were taken into considera- 
tion in the 1947 listings to arrive 
at comparable figures.) 


Fact that the releases for this 
year and last are almost equal 
points up the fact that the major 
companies expect the nation’s box- 
office to hold up this year at least 
as well as it did in 1947. If there 
were a drop in grosses, it would 
result in less playing time for each 
picture. That, in turn, would call 
for a stepup in the number of re- 
leases, which apparently is not in 
the works. 


Under the current lineup, 20th- 
Fox will probably pace the Big 5, 
with 15 pictures slated for release 
between May 1 and Sept. 1, along 
with 11 others tentatively set for 
the remainder of the year. In- 
cluded are four Sir Alexander 
Korda pix, plus “Escape,” which 
was lensed by 20th on location in 
England. RKO is next in line, 
with 14 films set through October. 
RKO’s list also has several indie 
productions, including among 
others Argosy’s “Fort Apache,” 
Independent Artists’ “Velvet 
Touch” and Samuel Goldwyn’s “A 
Song Is Born.” Also slated by 
RKO is a reissue of Frank Buck’s 
“Bring "Em Back Alive.” 


Reissues 


Par has 12 films set between 
now and Octeber, which includes 
a reissue of Cecil B. DeMille’s 
“Crusades.” Warners will trade 
most in reissues, listing four. 
among the 11 pictures set between 
now and the midd!e of July. These 
include “Valley of the Giants,” 
“Fighting 69th,” “God’s Country 
a the Woman” and “Flowing 

oO ag 


Metro, which made the most of 
its reissues last year, has evidently 
foregone the idea for the remainder 
of 1948. Not a single reissue is 
listed among the seven films al- 
ready scheduled and the 12 others 
pencilled for distribution in 1948. 
Among the new films on which 
M-G is counting is “Command De- 
cision,” based on the legit pro- 
duction still current on Broadway, 
and “Edward, My Son,” which is 
to go on the floor at Metro’s Brit- 
ish studios next month. In addi- 
tion to its own features, the com- 
pany will also distribute two spe- 
cials, “Secret Land,” story of the 
Byrd Antarctic ‘expedition, and 
“Tales of the Navajo,” as well as 
the first group of Hal Roach 
mt agama which tee off in Octo- 


Universal has 16 films set for re- 
lease between now and October, 
with 15 others in various stages of 
completion. Company, in addition, 
will have 12 J. Arthur Rank Brit- 
ish-mades from which to choose. 
Columbia has 11 pix earmarked 
for. distribution during the next 
four months, with 29 others in the 
can or almost ready for release. 


N.Y. Adwomen’s Luncheon 
To Put Accent on Pictures 


Metro’s Howard Dietz is sched- 
uled to “report on the motion pic- 
ture industry” at a luncheon to be 
held at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., next 
Tuesday (18) under auspices of 
Advertising Women of New York. 
Also guesting on the dais will be 
Richard de Rochemont, March of 
Time producer. He'll spiel o 
“How to Use Films in Advertising. 
Forthcoming gathering is said te 
be the first luncheon on the film 
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VARIETY 
The Kremlin Kurse? 


Talk that on <ggiee | ptind 
ment has ven loca - 
munists the go-ahead signal in 
an alleged “sabotage” cam- 
paign against “The Iron Cur- 
tain” has been spurred by a 


Wednesday, May 12, 1948 


SOPEG ASKS 20% WAGE 
TILT FOR ITS 200 AT UA 


Setting the format for negofti. 
ations with all the major film com. 
panies in New York, Screen Office 
& Professional Employees Guiiq 
opened new contract talks with 











K. 0. to Combines 


Continued from page 5 


the decline in dealing with major 
companies in the _ Sonien ak 
passage urren it’s exactly what’s happe as 

i Ue © to uote regards the buying-booking com- 
of the USSR Inform Bul- bines to which the indie exhibitor 





SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 12) 
Nice $10,000. Last week, tall $15,- 


Union’ Stately $15,000, 
Port.; Cooper Wow 216 





United Artists last week with a de. 
letin published by the Soviet Griffith deci- 
rs chestapes alk|' rea oe Me | Gon cs Lene retos areata, emer eet, S See a ae 
55-85)——"‘Lady From Shanghai”| “State of Union,” at Broadway, It reads: “In the working ascniaved atta 


(Col) (2d wk). Very good $13,000. 
Last week, nice $18,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207: 55-85)—‘Summer Storms” 
4UA) and “Abroad With 2 Yanks’ 
(UA). (reissues). Thin $5,500. Last 
week, “Smart Woman” (Mono), 
only $5,500. 


and “Unconquered,” at Oriental 
and Orpheum, are gathering in 
most of coin this week. “Naked 
City” is best of -holdovers at 
United Artists. : 
. Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) yo Sap 
: . —“State of Union’ (M-G). an 
gs tar ctoor. (Acker mam) ‘Oke $3.| “Heart of Virginia” (Rep). Torrid 
000. Last week, “The Mikado” (U) | $15,000. Last week, pn ag = 
dt FR. ie ae sits. ee 
Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)—“To | ’ 00. 
Live in Peace” (Indie). Trim $3,-| Music Box (H-E) (1,000; a 
200. Last week, “Man About Town” |—“Bishop’s_ Wife” (RKO) an 
(RKO) (2d wk), $2,700. | “Sign of Ram” (Col) (3d wk) 
Larkin (Roesnew) (400; 65-85)— | (m.o.). Fine $3,500, or near. Last 
“Mayerling” (Indie) (reissue). Nice week, big $4,900. 


class districts of New York, 
Pittsburgh, Detroit and San 
Francisco, the dulcet tones of 
the vampire, Baranova, will 
hardly be heard. They will be 
drowned out by the indignant 
shouts of the public.” Later, 
warning of the reception the 
pic will receive in Europe, the 
bulletin says: “One can boo 
without special machinery.” 


‘tron Curtain’ 


Continued from page 5 


UA’s pact runs out on May 3] 
while the rest of the majors’ con. 
tracts with SOPEG expire next 
September. 

SOPEG’s wage demand flowed 
from a preposal for a flat 30% in. 
crease passed at the last conven. 
tion of the union’s parent organ. 
ization, the United Office & Pro. 
fessional Workers of America 
CIO. However, since the film of- 
fice union just won an average 
wage tilt of about 15% for its 3. 
500 members, it has revised its 
wage demand slightly downward. 


Actually, attorneys for the indies 
and for the buying combines them- 
selves aren’t sure whether the 
verdict puts the combinations out 
of business or not. (See separate 
story.) The decision doesn’t apply 
to this type operation directly, but 
it has some strong words from the 
Supreme Court that might be used 
in the suits Rubin is preparing and 
bring about the end of the central 
purchasing services eventually. 

Justice William O. Douglas, in 
his majority opinion, wrote, for 
instance: “Appellees were con- 
































cededly using their circuit buyin tz 
$2,000. Last week, “Beauty and| Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— | ¢ials haven't screened “Curtain” power be obtain films. Their ease . 
Beast” (Indie) (10th wk) (m.o.), $2,- ng ecto ey ro Bgeve for any of the pre-opening critics. |towns were linked with their com- Profits Up 
oinited Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- Gary Cooper starre ach) Last a Objections, for the most part, have ee Ae aaiis' cr "uments Continued from page 3 
85)——" The rion a gh cog P ae Baber case Bag mF we Nae $4,500 €a"|comes from pro-Soviet groups acquired, may itself constitute an| grosses are the new operating 
eroth) (6th wh), “healthy $4 500. . Orpheum (H-E) (1,750: 50-85)— | claiming that release of the picture |evil and stand condemned even | economies. 


Esquire (Blumenfeld) (952; 55-85) 
—‘“Tarzan’s Secret Treasure” (M- 
G) and “Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure” 
(M-G) (reissues). 'Passable $7,500. 
Last week, “Lady From Shanghai” 
(Col), strong $11,000. 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“‘Seven 
Sinners” (EL) and “Sutter’s Gold” 


though it remains unexercised .. . 
The anti-trust laws are as much 
violated by the prevention of com- 
petition as by its destruction.” 
Whole effort of the buying com- 
bines, say the indies, is to prevent 
competition and to create circuit 


“Unconquered” (Par), also Orien- 
tal. Torrid $12,500. Last week, “‘To 
Victor” (WB) and “Heading For 
Heaven” (Indie), sad $3,800. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) 
—‘“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) 
and “Bowery Buckeroos” (Mono). 
Okay 36,500. Last week, “Furnace 


will stir up war hysteria in this 


country. In a switch from its re- 
cently-inaugurated policy of hold- 
ing advance of its product for all 
civic and religious groups, as well 
as the press, 20th has held screen- 
ings on “Curtain” down to the 


3 Seck Grossers 
Responsible for the sock film 
rentals collected during this quar- 
ter are, primarily, three pictures 
—‘‘Sitting Pretty,” “Gentleman’s 
Agreement” and “Northside 1777,” 
all of which are racking up fine 








ae : ._| buying power, so the fact of their ate 

i Last| Creek” (20th) and “Ideal Hus-| barest minimum, with each mem : 4% | grosses. Promising even greater 
week, “E 2 ee iM aay (ad wi, band” (20th) also Oriental, big $8,- | ber of the advance audiences care- sndewendient Ownership dosent see for the quarter, which has 5 
ee rns "|300. "| fully screened at the door for iden-|™atter in making them illegal. |" til J 26 t "is the fact 

_— Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 50-85)— | tification purposes. In the attempt to boost buying that Saateamiaut”. is just ‘alls 
5 ile “Furnace Creek” (20th) (m.o.)| Chi objection paralleled those levy ‘ion uaa te or prs starting to get under way on quan- ‘ 
‘Casanova Mild $11 500 and “Prince Thieves” (Col) (2d) paised-in N. Y. and on the Coast, 

‘ 3 


wk). So-so $1,200. Last week, “Big 
Clock” (Par) and “Prince Thieves” 
(Col (m.o.), okay $2,400. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—“Naked City” (U) (2d wk). 


tity bookings while “Iron Curtain” 
will open in more than 400 spots 
this week. 


Particularly gratifying to the 


for some exhibs for very little fee, 
as compared with what’s charged 
others, in order to purchase for as 
many theatres as possible and thus 


coming from a group labelling 
themselves the “Chicago Council 
of American-Soviet Friendship” 
and demanding the film to be with- 





Denver; ‘Sisters’ 146, 2d 


Denver, May 11. 
Too 


many holdovers and re- 


Big $8,500. Last week, terrific $13,- 


issues are slowing biz gait here | 999 


“Adventures of Casa- 
nova” is only moderate at Para- 


this week. 


Guild (Parker) (427; 50-85)— 


“The Noose Hangs High” (EL) and 


drawn from release. In another 
new turn to the situation, the four 
Russian composers whose music is 
used to back the film. advised a 


wring better terms from the dis-|20th execs is the hiz scored by 


tribs. 


“Sitting Pretty.” Clifton Webb’s 
saga of a baby-sitter cost only $1,- 














*|300,000, and is generating income 
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mount. “Robin Hood” looks fair-|“The Man From Texas” (EL)|N. Y. attorney, through the Am- Arbitration — a ter eso De. Ik ies 
re cat aee | ee a A ah dees al ee a ee with the sock business of anther 
ters” will be nearly as solid in see-|“Casbah” (U) and “Jassy” (U) | alleged illegal use ef their music. Continued from page 5 similar “little” picture of .two 
ond week as on first at Denham. (m.o.). So-so $1,200. Film company has ignered that a0 . “Margie.” Made. in 
Estimates for This Week | threat also. Composers include |completely develop the possibili- | ¥°4"S go— . 
Aladdin (Fox) (35-74)—“Song of 


ties of the old setup. Originally, color, that top profit-maker ‘ of the 

AAA intended to educate exhibs | Year cost $1,600,000, and did bet- 

Serge Prokofieff. but that idea bogged down because | ter than $4,000,000. 
With 20th-Fox’s “Iron Curtain” the coin was never available. Accounting for the big upswing : 

now in national release, an indie |. See Big 8 in Agreement > second Label amg —— ae 

New York distributing firm, Four je same pe y g 


Dmitri Shostakovich, Aram Khach- 


Heart” (Mono). Fine $4,000. Last aturian, Nicolai Miaskovsky and 


week. “Naked City” (U) and “Cam- 
pus Sleuth” (Mono) (m.o.), $3.000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750:. 35-70) 
—“Sainted Sisters” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fancy $14,000. Last week, $14,- 


a 


Buff. Dull but ‘Noose’ 
Hangs High at $20,000 


Buffalo, May 11. 


Major company execs are NOW/is the fact that there were large 
500. Regt | os a re-/ Continents Films, is readying an-| supporting the idea—and_ think, . Ae 20th’s releasing pe 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)—| scale. PoP | other anti-Communist picture for a | this time, the Little Three will also 


Ace newcomer is “Noose 
Hangs High,” which shapes smash 
at the Century. Other new films 
are moderate to good. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 


then. First quarter of the current 5 
year saw plenty of films released, 
but most of them of a quality that 
failed to score at the b.o. ~ 

Profit statement for the first 26 
weeks will be below the $8,500,000 . 
for the same period of 1947, de- 


“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) and 
“Arthur Takes Over” (20th), day- 
date with Esauire, Webber. Fair- 
ish $13,500. Last week, “Furnace 
Creek” (20th) and “French Leave” 


(Mono), $15,000. “Duel in Sun” (SRO). Okay at 
; re (Fox) (742; 35-74)—)| $15,000. foo ge week, “Winter Mest. 
: 1: Hood” (WB) (reissue) and| ing” (WB) and “Speed to Spare” 

“Arthur Takes Over” (20th) also} (Par), $9,500. 

Denver, Webber. Thin $2000.| Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 

Last week, “Furnace Creek” (20th) | —“State of Union” (M-G) (2d wk). 


and “French Leave” (Mono), $2,-| Stili solid at $14,500 after big $18,- 


preem within the next few weeks. 
Pieture is “The Agitator,” pro- 
duced by Lou Jackson’s British 
National studio. 

Film already has played a num- 
ber of dates in South and Central 
America. 


H’wood Pix 0. 0. 


go for it—because the problem of 
triple-damage, anti-trust suits has 
grown much more acute in the 
past eight years. Proponents ar- 
gument is that every exhib who 
— par ey to arbitration is an 
ex ’s been 

ase ony filing otppeer ty mee cog 5 spite the fine second quarter. Ini- 
the courts. ‘That’s generally so, | tial three months of this year were 
it’s said, even though an exhib does |S0 weak they gave the second 13 
not waive his right to sue by going | Weeks too much of a handicap to 











to arbitration. overcome. Present prospects, how- 
300. 000 opener. ——= Continued from page 1 ever, are for a year-end statement 
’ : ss ot » |. Supreme Court cleared the way , y , 
ata at Unions OSS and “Fighting QM” CIR and lay | Uefore a “selectivity committee” for a new system when it held the ‘Ral, COMPAreS favorably, with 
“Hollywood Barn Dance” (SG) (2d| of Giants” (WB) (reissues). Good which first passes on their export | lower ee could provide for one rate aunt’ afte 7 oo gee 4 wlest ‘ 
pew quan $15,000. Last week, pcg Lm i Seek. (aiiting. a. suitability. Following, the pix are |®M a voluntary basis. The lower year that theatre grosses fell off ° 


: . court had plugged vigorously for 
-- ount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74)—| (Rep) (2d wk), $9.00. given the o.o. by staff members an arbitration proposal, during the and so contrasts soon Will be made 











“Adventures of Casanova” (EL); Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— of the Motion Picture Export Assn. | hearings preceding appeal, but against a lower level than at 
and, “Man a Texas” (BL). “Adventures of Casanova” (EL) and | before being given final approval.|ruled it had no power to aid in | Present. 

era 500. Last week,| “Bury Me Dead” (EL). Passabl i even a voluntary setup. At th 
“Tarzan and Mermaids” (RKO) | good $11,000. Last week, “Lady | otesg ty ec een sraienl “ 


outlined in a special newsletter to 
MPEA officers in foreign terri- 
tories. 


Crucial test that each pic must 
now pass is its ambassadorial role 
for the U. S. High budget films 
and several pix that have done 
smash business in this country have 
been turned down as unsuitable 
on this basis. On the other hand, 


same time, it praised the AAA’s 
work and the system generally as 
one way out of the monpoly mixup. 

First system went into effect 
simultaneously with the consent 
decree in 1940. It stopped receiv- 
ing arbitration procedings after 
the statutory court ruled it could 
no longer exist. 


and “Angel’s Alley” (Mono), $11,- 
000 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Fur- 
mace Creek” (20th) and “French 
Leave” (Mono), after week at each 
Denver, Esquire, Webber. Thin 
$3.000. Last week, “Panhandle” 
(Mono) and “Flame” (Rep) (m.o.), 


same. 
(Fox) (750; 35-74) 


tomy rears ll (Col) and “Blon- 
ie’s niversary” (Col), fine 
$15,000. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 
40-70)—“‘Noose Hangs High” (EL) 
and “Cobra Strikes” (EL). Climb- 
ing to socko $20,000 or near. Last 
week, “Miracle of Bells’ (RKO) 
(2d wk) (5 days), fine $11,000. 


20th-TV 


| Continued from page 5 


warked its bid with the statement 
it was the first film outfit to offer 
its product to existing tele stations 
and has the only fully-seored na- 


Webber tionwide newsreel on the video 


“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) and 











“Arthur Takes Over” (20th), also 
Denver, Esquire. Thin. $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Furnace Creek” (20th) and 
“French Leave” (Mono), $2,200. 


CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 13) 
with Tony Martin on stage, fine 
$39,000 





ST. LOUIS 
(Continued from page 12) 
Man Wins” (Col) and “Ma of 

Millie” (Col), $16,000. sie 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; . 50-75) — 

“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 

and “Western Heritage’ (RKO). 


handle” (Mono). and “The Gang- 
ster” (Mono), $18,000. 


Strong $28,000. Last week, “Pan-. 


less pretentious films with accept- 
able themes have been given the 
MPEA greenlight for shipment 
overseas. 


Following are several hurdles 
each film must pass: Is the dialog 
too heavy? Will plot development 
be understood without too many 
subtitles? Is the pic too sophis- 


U Won't Sell 16m Where 


It Hits Regular Exhibs 


Responding to a request by the 
Theatre Owners of America, Wil- 
liam A. Scully, sales chief of Uni- 
versal, has reinstated rules regulat- 
ing the sale of 16m films by United 
U’s narrow-gauge 


World Films, 


ether. Warners and Par are the 
other major producers in station 
ownership field. 

Skouras’ company will spend 
$563,014 on plant, underwrite the 
first year’s expenses u pto $600,000 
and locate studios at the Fox Thea- 
tre Building. Transmitter is to be 
fixed on Mt. Tamalpais and will 





: - i i 14.9 
; 000. ticated? Is it too strongly slanted : perc with 28.2kw video and 1! 
| - Palace (RKO) (2,500; 98) — . Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)—| towards American audiences for per Soar aurttiee eh yey ng power. 20th withdrew " 
ia ea7 aan ~~ Poe, - Ssa000 Feet $18 Par yl n5as,000 % br appreciation overseas? Is there too | count must be approved by the but — culled ta testes r 

? ,000. : ,000. as , after $25, initia i i ? i : 

a Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; | 98)—| stanza. iene Vide ot viclonod? Dees. Bt give 


Universal branch manager whose 
knowledge of the local situation 
enables him to pass on wisdom of 
filling the order. 

Seully studied a number of ex- 
amples of “unfair competition. by 
hotels and other establishments” 
before assuring Myron N. Blank, 
chairman of TOA’s 16m committee, 
that stricter regulations would be 
enforced. Blank, as a result, de- 
clared he’s satisfied with coopera- 
tion from major distribs.- Other 
larger distribs of narrow-gauge 
films—20th-Fox and RKO—have 
already announced policies di- 
rected at keeping unfair competi- 
‘tion at a low point, 


a distorted portrayal of American 
life? 

Then come the payoff tests: Is 
there anything in the picture that 
can possibly offend the government 
in MPEA countries? Will it pass 
the local censors? Will the film ap- 
peal to the native filmgoers? 


In view of the interval between 
domestic release of films and their 
export availability, MPEA commit- 
tee also studies critical reaction to 
all pix in this country before pass- 
ing judgment. Also noted are spe- 
cial citations from public-minded 
groups and the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts & Sciences. 


“To Victor” (WB) (2d wk). Very 


Others filing for video this week . 
thin $7,500. Last week, $9,000 


included: Television Enterprises 
ch. 10, Ft. Worth, Tex.; Marshal 
Fields’ KJR, ch. 7 in Seattle; WSM, 
50-kilowatter, for ch. 4, Nashville, 
Tenn.; WJIM, Inc., ch. 6, Lansing, 
Mich.; Mid-South Television Co., 
ch. 6, Shreveport, La.; and Nelson 
Poynter’s WSTP (Pinellas B/C Co.) 
ch. 5, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

W. Harry Johnson, well-heeled 
realtor and operator of bus com- 
panies in Arizona and Arkansas, is 
principal in the Mid-South Co. bid- 
ding for Shreveport. His applica- 
tion said he plans to file also for 
Memphis, Oklahoma City, Jackson, 
Miss. and Little Rock, Ark. 


Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
" “Sitting Pretty’ (20th) and “Mat- 
if i State-Lake .(B&K) (1,500; 98)— ing of Millie” (Col) (m.o.). Trim 
sy: Py “Lady from Shanghai” (Col) (2d $12,000. Last week, “Sitting Pretty” 
: wk) with Jackie Green on stage. | (20th) and “Knew Susie” (RKO) 
L = $24,000. Last week, fine | (m.o.), $11,500. 

) 


£000. Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
qi, United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98) | “Black Cat’ (SG) and “Black Pri- 
i ' —‘Daring Daughters” (M-G). Mild | day” (SG) (reissues). Oke $6,500. 
‘ j $14,000. Last week, “High Wall” 





Last week, “B. F.’s Daughter” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $10,000. . | (M-G) and “Wreck of Hesperus” 
Woods (Essaness) (1,073;. 98)— | (Col) (m.o.), $5,000. 

“State of Union” (M-G). Socko| Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 
$30,000. Last week, “Cass Timber- | “Fighting 69th” (WB) and “Valley 
j ‘ lane” (M-G) (8th wk), $14,000. |of Giants” (WB) (reissues). Nice 
a World (Indie) (587; 77)—‘“This | $5,500. Last week, “I Love Trou- 
vs: Wine of Love” (Indie) (2d wk).| ble’ ‘Col) and “Prince Thieves” 
ie. ‘i - Slight $2,500. Last week, $3,200. (Col), $5,000. 
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River Lady 
(Continued from page 8) 
terest. These, coupled with some 
good hand-to-hand fight stuff, keep 
the emphasis on action. Latter is 
needed since story never — 
too strongly on suspense angies. 

Plot deals with rich gambling 
gal who tries to buy the love of 
an independent logger. She sets 
him up in business by a ruse and 
things look good for romance 
until he finds out. Piqued, he 
marries another girl and the gam- 
bling lady sets out to ruin him. 
She nearly succeeds but right 
triumphs. Yarn follows a fairly 
familiar formula but hard-work- 
ing cast and George Sherman's 
direction keep it unfolding at fast 

ace. 

’ Choicest role falls to Helena 
Carter as the gal whom Rod 
Cameron marries. Her character 
has zip and is brightly diaioged, 
and she whams it over with a style 
that gives plenty of lift to the | 
roceedings. Yvonne DeCarlo has 
Loman going as the gambling 
lady but has been gorgeously 
costumed in period style for male 
appeal. me 

Rod Cameron makes a virile 
hero, handy with fets or love- 
making, and pleases. Dan Duryea 
turns in some strong villainry 
with accustomed assurance. Lioyd 
Gough is good as Cameron’s side- 
kick and Florence Bates and John 
Melntire are among the capable 
supporting players. Tee 

A bright spot in picture is the 
score’s single tune, “Louis Sands 
and Jim McGee” by Walter Schu- 
mann and Jack Brooks. Number 
has infectious beat and Miss De- 
Carlo gives the lumberjack jingle 
neat delivery. While without pop 
sale value, tune fits perfectly into 
the story. Leonard _Goldstein’s 
production guidance supplied ex- 
cellent jensing by Irving Glass- 
berg, tight editing and numerous | 
sight values that help. Brog. 


Port Said 
Hollywood, May 8. 
Columbia release of Wallace MacDonald 
production. Features Gloria Wenry, Wil- 
liam Bishop, Steven Geray, Edgar Barrier, 
Riehard Hale, lan MacDonald, Blanche Zo- 


j 
| 








| plenty of humor in the daily situa- 


the priest’s work with St. Louis 
newsboys early in the 20th cen- 
tury. There’s a lot of hoke, humor 
and heart tugs to make it an okay 
entry for general situations and 
the family trade, with average 
b.o. returns indicated. 

Pat O’Brien does an excellent 
job of making the priest. warm 
and human, and the story carries 
satisfactory interest in detailing 
how Father Dunne was: ins 
to better the lives of newsboys 
when he found one sick and freez- 
ing in a packing case home. Up- 
hill fight for funds, the newsboys’ 
fight for good corners, the in- 
evitable bad boy who reforms at 
the finale, and other details are 
unfolded leisurely in the Phil L. 





Ryan production. 

Interest is achieved mainly by 
the little tricks to which the priest | 
resorts to carry out his aims, and 
the good hearts of most of the 
people he approaches. There’s 


tions faced by Dunne and his boys 
and these chuckles are abetted by 
good work of Charles Kemper, 
Una O’Connor and Arthur Shields. 
Darryl Hickman heads _ the 
younger troupe -of players as the 
bad boy who finally turns to God 
on the eve of hanging for a 
murder he didn’t mean to commit. 
Donn Gift is another who stands 
out among youngsters. Anna Q. 
Nilsson has one sharp scene that 
impresses. Myrna Dell, Jim Nolan, 
Harry Shannon, Joe Sawyer, Jason 
Robards are among others con- 
tributing capable performances. 
Ted Tetzlaff’s direction makes 
good use of the seript material 
furnished by Martin Rackin and | 
Frank Davis from a story by Wil- 
liam Rankin, although pace is a 
bit on the leisurely side. Lensing 
by George E. Diskant, agt direc- 
tion, settings, and other technical 
credits are standard. Brog. 








Under California Stars | 
(SONGS-COLOR) 

Republic release of Edward J. White Pro- 
duction. Stars Roy Rogers; features Jane | 
Vrazee, Andy Devine, Sons of the Pio- 
neers. Directed by William Witney, 


Screenplay, Sloan Nibley and Paul Gance- 
lin, hazed on original story by Gangelin; 
camera, Jack Marta; editor, Tony Martin- 





har. Directed by Reginald LeBorg. Sereem- | effi, Tradebhown. N. Y. 5 a 
play, Brenda Weisberg; story. Louis Pel-| ning time, 70 MINS. Y., May 5, "48. Run 
lock; camera, Allen Siegler; editor, Riehard | Rey Rogers................... ‘Rey Rieers 
Fanil. Reviewed at Guild. Hollywood, May | Caroline Maynard. .*...........Jane Frazee 
7, "48. Running time, 68 MENS. | Cookie Bullfincher............ Andy Devine 
Giie taingatio 9 oe... Gloria Henry | Jonas “Pop” Jordan... Rnorse TU Geedl 
Helena Guistano 2 | Lye McPFartand.......... 5... Wade Crosby 
Leslie Sears..........--00-- William Bishop | Tea” Comer. £5. ah. dainwhs! Michael Chapin 
DERI BORCR  ok oo. s 6 sccnete. Abeven Geray Bed. oiiisicaess wdvaewcsctes House Peters, Jr. 
The Great Lingallo......... Edgar Barrier | Sheriff.....0..csceseseesses.+..Steve Clark 
Marie Guistanod......-+--++-- I a os) des sibs « a Joseph Garro 
Jakoll........-++ses+++e0---lan MacDonald | Direetor...............0-...06.: Paul Power 
"Thymesta ..... 2.22. seceene- Blanche Zohar | aAnnouncer...................... John Wald 
Bunny Beacham........----- Robin Hghes Bob Nolan & Sons of the Pioneers 
TAREE. . ....... dpedeibtess > coccnss MAY. NOSERe 

COBDE... cass + seecabebengestucs. . 108 Eueme . “ 

Lt, Zakl.....deccocctesce.--.-Lester Sharpe Republic hasn’t done right by 
Hotel Porter. ....--..s<+-+ Martin Garralaga| Roy Rogers in this one. “Under 





“Port Said” is a contrived melo- 
drama that will find a modest pay- 
off in lower rung bookings. Script 
is dull and isn’t given much of a 
lift by production, direction or 
playing. ; 

Picture concerns itself with 
search of a man and his daughter 
for the people responsible for 
death of the mother during war 
in Italy when the Nazis and 
Fascists ruled. Locale is the Egyp- 
tian port of the title but doesn’t 
add a colorful back- 


lays both the 
good daughter and the femme 
heavy and she fares a bit better 
in the latter characterization. She 
and Edgar Barrier. as the father, 
come to Port Said to hunt down 
some pro-Fascist in-laws and Wil- 
liam Bishop is drawn into the plot 
when a friend is murdered. An- 
other friend is off before 
Bishop can get the clues in proper 
order and disclose the villainous 
Miss Henry for the heavy she is, 


along with Steven Geray, Richa 
Hale and Ian MacDonald as 
cohorts in the work. 


dirty A 
Reginald’ LeBorg’s direction is 
short on the action needed to 
bring off the melodrama. Best 
technical credit on the Wallace 
MacDonald production is camera 
work by Allen Siegler. Brog. 


Fighting Father Dunne 
Hollywood, May 8. 


RKU release of Phil L. Ryan production. 
Stars Pat O’Brien; features Darryl Hick- 
man, Charles Kemper, Una O'Connor, Ar- 
thur Shields, Harry Shannon, Joe Sawyer, 

_ Anna Q. Nilsson, Donn Gift, Myrna Dell. 
Directed by Ted Tetzlaff. Sereenplay, Mar- 
tin Rackin, Frank Davis; story, William 
Rankin; camera, George KE. Diskant:; music, 


Roy Webb: editor. Frederic Knrudtson. 
Tradeshown May 6, ‘48. Running time, 92 
MENS. 

Fa ee ee eee Pat O'Rrien 
) Bt eee Darrel Hickman 
Emmett Mulvey.......-... Charles Kemper 
Miss ©’ Rourke......-...-.--+- Una O'Connor 
Mer. O'Daeameld . o.6.scscepeesal Arthur Shields 
BE, TEs caccacceverescoces Marry Shannon 
ee ee ree joe Sawyer 
.Mrs. Knudson.........../ Anna Q. Nilsson 
SEE a we bcccccecvecéqtovces ce nse Donn Gift 
td Pati. « 6-6 Gebsese¥ ae deen Myrna Dell 
po errr res Ruth Donnelly 
OE eee ree Jim Nolan 
DEE oo ccccscaseccccccsececs Billy Cummings 
ree err Te ry Trae tt Billy Gray 
Monk..... Se cn ebeceserccevcess Erie Roberis | © 
Ds Se ee ee eee Gene Collins | ° 
Archbishop. ......-.-+-+-+- Lester Matthews 
GOVETROF . cc ccccccccccsersseess Griff Barnett 
Ramin... 2... ccccccccccrseess: Jason Robards 
eS ee eee cee Rudy Whistler 





“Fighting Father Dunne” is an 
fmsvirational piece dealing with 


California Stars” represents one 
of his weakest jobs though it’s 
still okay for anybody’s Saturday 
matinee trade, since > name 
continues to be a-magic lure for 
the kids. 

Film suffers mostly from poor 
camera and editing. Use of a 
double for Rogers’ trick horse- | 





| of the villains kicked in the face 





mounting is easily apparent; and £°! 
use of a dummy ‘o double for one | ae by George Wallace Sayre 
| an 


fulfill release aims in the oater 
market. It has been given good 
production, story and direction to 
take care of outdoor action de- 
mands, but its many good points 
are neutralized to some extent by 
lack of spectacular stunts and some 
of the worst shooting yet demon- 
strated by a western hero. . 

An essential of western plots is 
a definite cleavage between good 
and bad and a hero that is a marks- 
man without peer. Holt rides 
through this one aimlessly bang- 
ing away like 2a kid playing cow- 
boy and Indians in the street. The 
lack of marksmanship will be un- 
favorably noticed by moppet pa- 
trons. 

Holt and his sidekick, Richard 
Martin, appear on the scene in time 
to be aecused of murdering Jason 
Robards, discoverer of a long-lost 
goldmine. Heavies Steve Brodie 
and Tony Barrett did the killing to 
secure Robards’ map to the treas- 
ure and the heroes are forced to 
break jail and dodge the sheriff 
while they attempt to link the bad- 
dies with the murder. After suf- 
ficient chases and much footage of 
aimless “bang-bang” Holt and Mar- 
tin corner the killers and justice is 
done. 

Holt makes a good appearance 
and chuckles are well taken care 
of by Martin as the amorous Chito. 
Nan Leslie and Myrna Dell supply 
slight romantie touches. Brodie 
and Barrett are excellent heavies, 
and Jim Nolan is a capable sheriff. 

Lesley Selander directed the 
Herman Schlom produetion, keep- 
ing it on the move. Good camera 
work was turned in by George E. 
Diskant, displaying outdoor back- 
grounds for full value. Brog. 


Stage Struck 
Hollywood, May 8. 


Monogram release of Jeffrey Bernérd pro- 
duction. Stars Kane Richmond, Audrey 
Long, Conrad Nagel, Ralph Byrd; featyres 
John Gallaudet, Anthony Warde, Pamela 


Blake. Directed by William Nigh. Screen- 
play, George Wallage Sayre, Agnes Chris- 
tine Johnston; original story, Sayre; cam- 
era, Harry Neumann; editor, William Aus- 
i tin. Previewéd May 7, 48. Running time, 
7i MINS. 
Nigk Muntce. ... ...c0esccvess Kane Richmond 
Nancy BMoward..pccocccccagved Audrey Long 
Ee: Weeeeaas. ..  tencteasscuee Conrad Nagel 
Set. Tom Rainey.......+-.....-Ralph Byrd 
Benny Norilick.....cccccces- John Gallaudet 
Mr. Barda..........e.-e----Anthony Warde 
Janet Winters................Pamela Blake 
Captain Webb.......... Charles Trowbridge 
DED:  HIOWATE Ls teicccccecessss Nana Bryant 
Mr. Howarid......+.-..++.-.Selmer Jackson 
Bites E.G... . Viaorceseabee es Evelyn Brent 
Hite. Heward ...ccosteccees Wanda McKay 
Ruth Ames.............Jacqueline Thomas 
PHO. | COePORw hc cccccctcwsstes Wilbur Mack 





. “Stage Struck” had a chance to 
be a sturdy expose of dangers 
lurking for girls yearning for 
stardom, but producer, director 
and writers failed to make the 
most of their opportunities. The 
results are dull, slating this ome 
of lower billing in the secondaries. 

Jeffrey Bernerd has achieved 
some good physical production 
values, but misses on guidance 
otherwise. William Nigh’s direc- 
tion paces it slowly and his devel- 
opment is never quite adequate 
for the melodrama demands. 


Agnes Christine Johnston, 


by Trigger, Rogers’ horse, is also| from Sayre’s original, fills play- 


| easily discernible. 


shootin’ match, straining at cre- 
dulity. 
his Double-R cowhands mixing 

with a gang of rustlers, who kid- 
nap the famous Trigger and hold 
it for $100,000 ransom. Crippled 


This one has Rogers and | 
ixi it | 





|ers’ mouths with trite, cumber- 


Otherwise, the film is the usual | Some dialog and completely fails 


to realize on okay essentials in 
the original yarn. 

Plot deals with police efforts to 
track down the killer of a young 
girl who had taken her stagestruck 
ideas to Broadway in search of 


stardom. Police work gradually 
discloses a phony agency where 
Sstagestruck dreams are fattened, 


kid who Rogers befriends is ap-| 
parently in cahoots with the rust- | 
lers, but in the end it’s he who} 


saves the day, and Rogers and 
Trigger are reunited. 

Rogers plays the hero in his 
usual offhanded manner, handling 
the acting, fighting and singing 
chores neatly. Jane Frazee is a 
good replacement for Dale Evans 
(who’s now Mrs. Rogers). Andy 
Devine is sufficiently funny for the 
comedy relief, and George H. 
Lloyd and Wade Crosby make a 
couple of dastardly bad guys. Bob 
Nolan and the Sons of the Pion- 
eers are along to break into song 


ger, along with some unidentified 
pooch, acquit themselves well. 
Film was lensed in Republic's 
Trucolor, which doesn’t show well 
in this one. Process runs too much 
to blues, which makes it tough on 
the eyes. Stal. 


Guns of Haie 
Hollywood, May 7. 


RKO release of Hierman Schlom produc- 
tion. Stars Tim Holt; features Nan. Leslie, 
Richard Martin, Steve Brodie, Myrna Dell, 
Tony Barrett. Directed by Lesley Selander. 
Screenplay, Norman Houston, Ed Earl 
Repp:° camera, George E. Diskant; editor, 
| Desmond Marquette. 


Tradeshown May 38, 
"48. Running time, 61 MINS. 
DOW nitins.0 06 Mak vu wenehewhted <p de etic Tim Holt 
GET 0 0069 404 poesan Orsecs akon, Nan Leslie 
CE nso 6 Fe vpn dbeabetuvectes Richard Martin 
POEs i cage cesses ences bebs si Steve Brodie 
LC eee. Myrna Dell 
3, Sere er re Tony Barrett 
NONI a6 a's > ves6buecd baw essecs oe tel tim Nolan 
BPS DORN. . ods 0d 6 cabbes oe of Jason Robards 
BROCE 05g ook pe koe ed dp see cca ms Robert Bray 
GS 5 oss cccrsansandiney ee Marilyn Mercer 














“Guns of Hate’ follows the ex- 
pected pattern set by previous Tim 
Holt westerns and, as such, will 


at the slightest provocation. Trig- | 


' cloak-and-dagger opera 


|and a nightclub where girls even- 


tually end up as customer con- 
veniences. There are some compli- 
cations when the dead girl's sister 
turns amateur detective but police 
put everything right for finale and 
turn to the next missing girl case. 
Conrad Nagel and Audrey Long 
try very hard to give their as- 
signments some lift but are often 
thrown by the clumsy dialog and 
situations. Kane Richmond and 
John Gallaudet share the heavy 
assignments and Ralph Byrd is 
Conrad’s aide. Others are ade- 
quate, also. 
technical side, credits are 
good, from the lensing by Harry 
Neumann through art direction, 


settings and editing. Brog. 
Sword of the Avenger 


(SEPTA) 
Kagle-Lion release of Sidney Salkow pro- 
duetion, directed by Salkow. Stars Ramon 
Del Gado, Sigrid Gurie: features Ralph 


Morgan, Duncan Renaldo. Screenplay 
Julins Evans; camera (sepia), Clyde De- 
Vinna; editor, Mel Thorsen; music, Eddi- 
son von Ottenfeld. Previewed N. Y. April 
24, ‘48. Running time, 72 MINS, 

Roberto Balagtas........ Ramon Del Gado 
ee ee are .Sigrid Gurie 
BOY AARNE, 5 do vb ddc OSes oi cae Ralph Morgan 
Fernando a bvOb0s COG SCE C6 res Duncan Renaldo 
Ming Tang........-+ssces:. Leonard Strong 
I > oaks aoe cas -++...David Leonard 
BOOENMED. sc cabevedéicuceusés. cee Tim Huntley 
ES cath nowhaneasWe bee Trevor Bardette 
OE shih 6606 8 éa0ted bababeena Belle Mitchell 
Duke of Herrara.... -.++...Lee Baker 
i re re Cy Kendall 





Sepiatone, an infrequently used 
print process, gives “Sword of the 





| Avenger’ its most distinguishing 


feature. Otherwise it’s a routine 


that can 





provide a decorative lower line to 
theatre marquees in most situa- 
tions. 

The story is virtually a direct 
rewrite of “Count of Monte Criste” 
with no credit to the original. Ex- 
cept for a change in locale and a 
few other items, the story unfolds 
in the same manner of the famed 


Dumas classic. 
Locale is the Spanish-dominated 
Philippine Isl in the early 


1800s, when Castillian noblemen 
ran the islands in a manner that 
invited resurrection, Ramon Del 
Gado is depicted as a sailor who 
is falsely imprisoned for a political 
crime and allowed to languish for 
an interminable period in a 
dungeon. With the aid of Ralph 
Morgan and Trevor Bardette, they 
tunnel their way to escape, with 
Del Gado getting possession of a 
treasure map. He ultimately re- 
trieves the hoard and makes his 


way back to Manila to get his re-| 


venge on those that betrayed him. 

Sigrid Gurie does well as the 
love interest as the girl whose 
wedding is postponed by Del 
Gado’s arrest, and who spends the 
intervening time leading a band 
of guerillas. 

The sepiatone process, as used 
here, gives added. dramatic values 
to the outdoor shots but otherwise 
tends to slow the action sequences. 

Sidney Salkow’s pacing is good, 
but has permitted the cast to over- 
act. The sepia lensing by Clyde 
DeVinna is of top cut as it the 
musical scoring by Eddison von 
Ottenfeld. Jose. 


Whirlwind Raiders 
(SONGS) 


Columbia release of Colbert Clark produc- 
tien. Stars Charles Starrett, Smiley Bur- 
nette; features Fred Sears, Nancy Saun- 
ders, Little Brown Jug, Doye O'Dell and 
Radio Rangers. Directed by Vernon Keays. 
Screenplay, Norman Hall; camera, M. A. 








Andersen; editor, Paul Borefsky. At New 


York theatre, N. V.. week of May 4, ‘48. 
Running time, 54 MINS, 

Steve Lanning d 

The Durango Kid}....... Charles Starrett 
Smiley Burnette.......... Smiley Burnette | 
Tracy Beaumont.......-.. ...Fred Sears 
Ci@ir@ FORKS... ccccsccsveces Nancy Saunders | 
Tommy Ross..............Littl Brown Jug 
BUM TYyGON... v00cccesseces sets Jack Ingram 
SS | OF ae eee Philip Morris 
Bill Webster............0+--.Patrick tHlurst 
MOE JOTGAR..0. cee ccoccccetes Edwin Varker 
Slim..... « Gilika 0 Obes Gbe «6 debe e obs Lytn Farr 


Doye O'Dell and the Radio Rungers 


“Whirlwind Raiders,” another 
oatuner in Columbia’s Durango 
Kid series, shapes up tepidly com- 
pared to some of its predecessors. 





Standard hoss opera has only a| 
fair amount of shootin’ and ridin’. | 


Market appears limited only to the 
Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette 
fans plus the Saturday matinee | 
juvenile trade. 

Moppet attendance, incidentally, 
should receive a lift through the 


presence of 10-year-old thesp, “Lit-|' 


tle Brown Jug” (Bon Kay). 
“Champ” rodeo rider has a meaty 
role climaxed by a bit where he 
foils the outlaws by recognizing 
their disguised leader. Formula 
story treats with depredations upon 
ranchers by dishonest Texas “State 
Police.” Minions of the law are | 
rounded up when the Texas| 
Rangers return to power. | 
In customary dual thesping | 
assignment, Starrett adeptly car-, 
ries out his mission of thwarting | 
the evil-doers. Comedy is ably) 
handled by Burnette. He also con- | 
tribs a few vocals, supplementing | 
the backwoods rhythms of Doye' 
O’Deill and the Radio Rangers. 
Fred Sears is an okay bandit chief 
who hide’ his true status under 
the guise of a respectable banker. 
Nancy Saunders brightens the cel- 
luloid as a cattleman’s daughter. 
Other players are adequate. 
Vernon Keays does well enough 
with the direction while M. A. An- 
dersen’s camerawork is S— 
i 





J 
Campas Sleuth 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, May 5. 
Monogram release of Will Jason produc- 
tion. Features Freddie Stewart, June Preis- 
ser, Warren Mills, Noel Neill, Donald Mac- 
Bride, Bobby Sherwood oreh, Gerri Gallian. 








Direeted by Jason. Screenplay, Hal Collins; 
story, Max Wilsen, Collins; camera. Mack 
Stengler; songs, Freddie Stewart, Will Ja- | 
son, Sid Robin, Kobby Sherwoed, Tony } 
Beaulieu: editor, William Austin. Pre- 
viewed May 3, ‘48. Running time. 57 MENS, | 
Freddie Trimball........... Freddie Stewart 
Dodie Rogers................-duné Preiaser 
Warren Mills 


Ese). Wr OUR ..s iv.00.6ieeesed 6 ies 
Betty Rogers... ..s.ccocess+cs.+e Noel Neill 
Inspector Watson.........Donald MaecBride 
Dean McKinley Monte Collins 
++... Stan Ross 
bes 60 #6 00000008 Bobby Sherwood 

Billy Snyder 


WE EOE. - ib hapsdurdede 
Robby Davis 
Ronnie Wallace 





CUE i's 6-010 cet ceived William Norton Bailey 
a rrr ry ere Charles Camobell 
EEN. sab dcowobecesesdicdbbcres Paul Bryar 


Officer EKdwards...........George Eldredge 
Telegraph Girl..........--.Dottye D. Brown 





MOUNRENG ... Hovis dotocecépcceced Harry ‘Taylor 
WIERD, occ icccvcccseredecdecs sMaRREeR Bert 
Police Officer. ....cccccsscces- Lane Chandler 
RS ee er Joey Preston 
Little Miss Cornshucks..... Mildred Jorman 
ee RL ee Jimmy Griseon 
Be RRS rr eee oe George Fields 
Bobby Sherwood and Orch 
Gerri Gallian 

“Campus Sleuth” is a musical 

whodunit that will get by as sup- 


porting feature for the secongaries. 
t follows a formula groove in pre- 
senting its songs and mystery; the 





results are just adequate. 
_Seore has three vocals by Fred- | 
die Stewart, but tunes are pvorly | 





introduced and, consequently, loge 
value, They are “Baby, You Can 
Count On Me,” “What Happeneq?” 
and “Neither Could I.” Better 
resentation is given “Sherwood's 
orest” by the Bobby Sherwood 
orch, a Gerri Gallian’s nifty 
keyboarding of “Jungle Rhumba.” 
Trite plot has Stewart, June 
Preisser, Warren Mills and Noel 
Neill mixed up in the campus mur. 
slong unt evident tics Same 
nce ties bat 

Sherwood to the killing 


Best lift to proceedings 

from Mills, who exerts wl cy 
edy talent to raise a few chuckles 
Donald MacBride runs him a close 
second for laughs. Miss Preisser 
and others are adequate to de. 
mands made by Will Jason's direc. 
tion and production guidance 
Lensing and other technical cop. 
tributions are standard. _—Brog. 


Que Dies Me Perdone 
(May God Forgive Me) 
(MEXICAN) 

Mexico City, April 30. 


Peliculas Nacionales release of Filinex 
preduction. Stars Maria Fetix, Fernaido 
Soler; features Tito Junco, Julian Soler 
Ernesto Vilches. Adapted (and directed) hy 
Tito Davison from original by Jose Reyur|. 
tas. Camera, Julio Bracho. 
meda, Mexico City. 
MINS 


At Cine Alae 
Running time, 101 





This smoothie, one of the best 
of this year by Mexicans, has a 
good deal to recommend it to U. S. 
audiences. Star is Maria Felix, 


.| Mexico’s highest-paid pic actress 


and concedediy Mexico's leading 
looker. She can act, too. She's 
outstanding in this mystery of a 
European refugee who has a child 
in a concentration camp. Opposite 
her is the dean of Mexican actors, 
Fernando Soler, in the role of bon 
vivant, a wealthy widower with a 
charming daughter, Carmelita Gon- 


| zalez. 


Story stresses the languid Latin 
adoration of tragedy too much. But 
it’s interesting as a slice of life 
among the Mexican elite during 
the unprecedented wartime pros- 
perity. Story climaxes on Lake 
Patzcuaro, Michoacan State, with 
Soler and Tito Junco, an excellent 
heavy, in death grapple out in a 
skiff. Miss Felix inherits Soler'’s 
property, but renounces it in favor 
of her stepdaughter, a promising 
pianist, then suicides when word 
comes that her child couldn't sur- 
vive the concentration camp hor- 
rors. Grah. 





Foreign Film Reviews 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U S. Market) 








“Kariek, Solsken Och Sang” (Love, 
Sunshine and Songs’) (SWEDISH). San- 
drew-Bauman production and release. Stars 
Ake Soderblom, Bengt Logardt,. Anne-Marie 
Aaroe, Stig Jarrel; features Anders Borie, 


Gustaf Torrestad, Benkt Ake Benktson, 
Gull Natorp, Lena Cederstrom. Directed by 
Per Gunwall. Screenplay, Gunwall: came 
era, Curt Jonsson. At Astoria, Stockhelm, 


Running time, 104 MINS, 





With practically no plot at all, 
this entry boils down to merely a 
big variety show whose chief sell- 
ing poinf is that it features some 
of Sweden’s niftiest bathing beau- 
ties. Picture is best described as a 
Swedish “Hellzapoppin.” Cast does 
a good job while direction and cam- 
erawork are okay. Film looms as a 


satisfactory grosser in Seandinavia 
and has mild chances abroad. 
Wing. 

“Olympiad 1 Vitt” (“Olympic Games 

In White’) (SWISS-SWEDISH). Europa 

release of Svensk Journalfilm & Conder 


Film, Zurich. Directed by Torgny Wick- 
man. Camera, Harry Persson, Rene Boen- 
iger, Robert Garbade, Ernst Flsicen. Geese 
Alexath, J. Bart, Hans Jaworsky. At 
Aveny and Lorry theatres, Stockholm. 





An interesting documentary, 
“Olympiad I Vitt” is the first film . 
covering the winter Olympic games 
to be shown in Sweden. Produced 
by Svensk Journalfilm in coopera- 
tion with Swiss producer Condor 
Film, the pic is a sure moneymaker 
here principally due to the fine 
lensing of the cameramen. Sport 


shots have a worldwide appeal. 


Wind. 





Price War Flares Up 
In 16m Distribution 


Price war in the non-theatrical 
16m field has filared up. While 
16m rentals long have been a high- 
ly competitive market, with low 
quotations the rule rather than the 
exception, sales of prints outright 
are now reaching rock-bottom 


levels. 


Wave of price-cutting, independ- 
ent distribs feel, was touched off as 
long as 18 months ago when United 
World attempted to spread out into 
the home movie market shortly 
after acquiring Castle Films. 19 
this field, an indie pointed out, 
most suppliers make a concession 
to the “guy who wants a comedy to 
take home and show the kids.” 
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‘ABBOTT AND COSTELLO HAVE ’EM ROLLING 


"S\ IN THE AISLES. A SLAPSTICK KNOCKOUT!” 
ip ~ MOTION PICTURE HERALD 


“LAUGHS ENOUGH TO KEEP THE CUSTOMERS 
LINING UP AT THE BOX OFFICE!*-DAiLy VARIETY 
“FOR TOP TAKES!”-soxorrice ... “HILARIOUSLY 
FUNNY!”-—sSHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW... “A LAUGH 
SPREE! *- Fim BuLtetin... POPULAR APPEAL!’—eExnisitor 
“COMEDIANS AT THEIR BEST!” —HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 
“A FUNFEST FROM START TO FINISH!” —Variety 








L 
t 
a 
§ 
r 
u 
d 
Pe 


EAGLE LION FILMS 
PRESENTS 














wiTH 


soseon CALLEVA teow ERROL catuy DOWNS 
proouceo ano vinecreo BY CHARLES BARION 
SCREEN PLAY BY JOHN GRANT, HOWARD HARRIS 








PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 12, 1943 





U Backs Further From Exhib Biz 
_ By Giving Up Park Ave. Showcase 





Universal is withdrawing one? 


step further from the exhibition 
end of the film business by turning 
over its lease to the Park Avenue 
theatre (N. Y.) to Nat Sanders, 
head of English Films, Ltd. Park 
Avenue is owned by Walter Reade, 
w.k. circuit operator, who built the 
showcase with the original plan of 
catering to the upper crust on a 
subscription basis. Sanders will 
take over operation of the house, 
May 19, when his film, “Showtime’”’ 


“The Mikado,” current 


v 


Owner of 100 M-G Shares 


One stockholder, owning 100 
shares of common, blocked a pro- 
posed settlement of the minority 
stockholders’ action against Metro 
when the peace pact came up for 
court okay Monday (10). The stock- 
holder, represented by Attorney A. 
Lewis Spitzer, labelled the settle- 
ment “unfair” and asked for fur- 


Blocks Candy Suit Peace 


STUDIO UNIONS MULL 
EXTENDING WAGE HIKE 


Hollywood, May 11. 
The Association of Motion Pic-/| ¢jybbed to death at an executive session of the House Ways an 


ture Producers has proposed that 
the present 11.17% cost-of-living 
payments to studio locals of the 
IATSE be continued to Aug. 10, 


Committee last week. 


before their next meeting. The| Where &@ Federal court anti-trust 


Jan. 1, 1947, on which the 11.17% 
is based. Index, as of March 15, 
1948, is at 167.4. 


—— 


Inside Stuf—Pictures 
The so-called “Paramount tax provision,” which the Supreme rt 
decision indicates the theatre-owning majors will need, was practically 


Cou 


d Meang 


Although Rep. Bertrand W. Gearhart (R., Calif.) announced he 
would bring it up again, both Democrats one Beveblicns on the 
1949. The locals will study the offer | Committee agreed that the proposal had no chance. I 


. It provides 
decision results in the forced tit 


: he | Of certain assets, the money may be reinvested in something similar 
on neagay one gael gga Mag lo without the necessity of paying a In this case, it 
clause any time during the con- | 2PPears that the majors will 0 to hacwey not all—of their 
frat period ifthe cor-o-iving | mentees, Under the eneting 13 ae eros Thee nn ais a 
index rises to 178, or 15% above the money without paying any tax. nvest 

What licked the proposition was a statement by Under Secr 
of the Treasury A. L. M. Wiggins, 


etary 
who was testifying. He pointed oyt 





replaces The present IA contract expires first of all that the provision would not apply only to the motion 


tenant, 
Retreat from Park Avenue by U 
leaves that company only one thea- 


ther court hearings on the ground | Aug. 10, 1949. In making the pitch, | Picture companies but to any business found guilty of anti-trust vioja- 
the evidence was too meagre for a| AMPP gave the a > oes a | tions and forced to sell holdings. He argued that the Treasury was 
general statement on current eco-| Stmly against using the law to benefit businesses found guiity of 


judicial ruling. 








tre, Winter Garden, on which it 
has a lease. Company, several years 
ago, also operated Keith’s Cincin- 
atti but later surrendered the 
theatre. It originally announced 
plans to acquire some 30 show- 
eases which it intended to run 
— with its partner, J. Arthur 
ank. 


Reportedly, Sanders is assuming 
a lease which calls for weekly ren- 
tals of $2,000. U occupied the thea- 
tre for 18 months. under a five- 
year tenancy with an option to re- 
new for another five years. Com- 

any, however, found it difficult 
o keep the theatre supplied with 
adequate product since its strong- 
est films were slotted for Broadway 
screens; At one time, U’s top brass 
flirted with the idea of playing 
foreign-lingo and British pix only 
in the theatre. 

U’s board has already approved 
the deal and Reade has okayed the 
subletting. Understood, U will 
stand as guarantor on the lease. 
Only step remaining is to ink the 
papers, 

Sanders expects to operate prof- 
itably with British films which he 
distributes in the U. S. His “Mill 
on the Floss” played there some 
weeks back. r 





Newsreelers Pledge 


Aid Vs. Delinquency 


Newsreel companies will get be- 
hind the drive against juvenile de- 
linquency launched by the Theatre 
Owners of America in conjunction 
with the Government. tors of 
all five companies pledged their 
support at a luncheon meet last 
week hosted by .Charles Skouras, 
head of National Theatres and 
chairman of the TOA committee. 


TOA is plugging for inchusioh of 
clips in newsreels playing up the 
campaign. Co-op pledge was lauded 
at the meet by John W. Andrews of 
the Dept. of Justice and administra- 
tive vice-chairman of The National 
Conference for the Prevention and 
Control of Juvenile Delinquency. 


As a consequence, N. Y. Supreme 
Court Justice Louis A. Valente re- 
served decision. Suit had mainly 
been aimed at a concession to all 
Loew’s theatres which the company 
had granted to People’s Candy Co. 
Compromise provided for certain 
revisions of the basic pact to per- 
mit greater revenues to Loew’s. 
Claim had been made that Metro 
officers or their relatives had an 
interest in the candy outfit. 

Meanwhile, attorneys for ‘the 


minority stockholders withheld ap- 
plication for legal fees pending the 
court’s decision. Gresser & Walker 
rep the plaintiffs along with Abra- 
ham L. Pomerantz. 





Foreign S.A. 


Continued from page § 


able to its standards and said he 
suspected that seme cuts which 
are submitted in display copy don't 
even appear in the pictures they 
plug. 

Whether the press has or has 
not tightened up on its advertising 
codes is still open to question fol- 
lewing scrutiny of several papers 
last week. Display ad for the Rial- 
to’s “The Damned,” a French im- 
port, is built around a full-bosomed 
gal whose charms are stressed by a 
low cut gown. Three other French 
pix, “Panic,” “Volpone” and “Not 
Guilty,” were promoted by copy 
which employed females in various 
stages of undress. Big displays, 
incidentally, usually go to the 
Times, News, Post and PM while 
other sheets receive the standard 
eight or 12 lines. 

Survey of foreign film marquees 
last week showed Brand’t Pix, N.Y., 
now housing “Passionnelle”’ and 
“Torment,” describing its product 
with the tagline “2 sensational 
films dealing with 2 forbidden 
themes.” Inside the lobby were 
blowups of a gal and male com- 
panion. beneath the 
couple read, “You can’t sell me to 
the highest bidder!” In the van- 
guard were Loew’s State which 
featured a busty blowup of Paul- 








Government has fixed September | ette Goddard in behalf of “Un- 
as National Youth month. 





‘Unfriendly 10° 


Continued from page 3 


til the final outcome of* the men 
already found guilty by jury .trial. 

Originally, Hitz held out for a 
plea of guilty .from -the eight 
defendants before consenting to 
wait until the higher court rulings. 
Defense counsel has clearly in- 


dicated, in event they are 


in their efforts to get a retrial for 


conquered” while the Criterion dis- 
played the chest curves of Marta 
Toren and Yvonne de Carlo, both 
of whom appear in its current 
“Casbah.” 


TV Reissues 


Continued from page 9 
of films for video or the fixing of 
fair trade practices to govern their 
disposition to tele nets. Disclosure 
that a number of distribs had 
licensed films for video or were 
contemplating it stirred unorgan- 








the two convicted men, they will! ijeq but fairly widespread exhib 


petition the U. S. Supreme Court 


ovements to ref booki 
for a hearing. Since the high court tt oul ry ngs on 


recesses early in June, it’s likely 


Edward Lachman, prexy of New 


that no final disposition of the 10 | jyer.ey Allied, told Variety that 


cases will be made before next 


fall. 


Next act of the legal drama un- 
folds May 21 when argument for | tatives sit down at a roundtable to 


retrial of Lawson opens here. 
California lawyers Robert Kenny, 
Charles Katz and Benjamin Mar- 
golis plan to trek homewards by 
the end of the week leaving mo- 
tion for retrial to local counsel. 
Albert Maltz, scheduled as the 


“the time is fast approaching when 
television officials, exhibitor 
groups and distribution represen- 


thrash out the problems confront- 
ing all concerned.” Lachman said 
plans for the future should be 
formulated, “nothing hard-and- 
fast, but at least some standard 
formula.” 





nomic situation in the industry, 
and the need to tighten up all 
around if full-time production is to 
be met. 


s 
College-By-Radio 
Continued from page 1 


department, unwrapped the blue- 
print last week. He disclosed that 
one midwest university was on the 
verge of joining the network in 
initiating the experiment, but 
switched deans and the new ap- 
pointee, apparently anti - radio, 
nixed the idea. A number of edu- 
cators representing major colleges 
immediately told him to “count 
them in” on the project. 

Fisher says he has received a 
number of letters from other col- 
leges offering to cooperate. 





violating the Federal anti-trust laws. He declared that if Congress trieq 
to slip anything like this through, the Treasury would be forced io 
recommend that President Truman veto it. 


In order to buffer his position, he read portions of the Supreme 
Court decision to the congressmen, in which the big companies were 
attacked as monopolists. 





Bing Crosby is distributing a Mark Hellinger memorial album 
which contains two disks from his Feb. 4 Philco radio time program. 
Cut last December, the show had as its guests Jimmy Durante; Dick 
Haymes and the late producer. 


| Recording session was held only a few days before Hellinger’s death. 
| On the inside front cover of the album is a glossy print of the pro- 
ducer, Haymes, Crosby and Durante posed about the mike at that time 
while the back inside has a photo of the same group seated about 
|a piano with the exception of Crosby. Bing’s thought in preparing 
the book was that it’s “in memory of a swell guy.” 





Officers and directors of 20th-Fox aggregately received $22,140 less 
| remuneration in 1947 than they did in 1946. That’s revealed in proxy 
statement for stockholders’ meeting to be held next Tuesday (18). 
Officers and directors together during 1947 received $1,263,051 as 
against $1,285,191 during the previous 12-month period. This is con- 
trary to previous reports of an upswing in pay to the company’s execs 


(bit the general appeal. of such 





4 


As tentatively outlined, the plan | 2"4 board members. 

would be to constitute NBC’s “Uni- Only increase at all was a slight 
versity of the Air” programs| fund for the men. 
(“World’s Great Novels,” “Living—| in 1946, a tilt of $23,630. 
1948,” etc.) a course for home study 
by adults, who would register for 


listeners would make reports on| coin on the line. 
their study and, at the end of a 
specified period such as 39 weeks, 


college with which they were reg-| better. 
istered. On receiving a passing| deferments for studio rental, etc. 
grade, the listener would be for-j in addition to its distribution fee. 
warded an embossed certificate pre- 
sented jointly by the school and 
NBC’s “University of the Air.” 


cational programming is “failing to 
bridge the gap” because so little 
0 use is made of it. He be- 
lieves that, without diminishing a 


es the network eae alice 
on and make far more effective the|. _ , 
rogramming it already does in this| 1" Monopoly by the Big Eight, 
ela” . dy " Republic, the Loew Booking 

Educators have been cagey, how-| Agency and United Artists Theatre 
ever, about stepping down from Corp. in Louisville. 


—. pony — or ~~ ne The three successive victories 


dertaking. It was Fisher’s o for the majors follow after such 
Geelicnns that some iceraity disastrous defeats as the Goldman 
ought to “stick its neck out and do| Case in Philadelphia, which cost 
something for the unacademic,” them $375,000 in treble damages, 
that finally produced the offers he’d | 2nd the Jackson Park case in Chi- 
hoped for from enough educators | 48°, Which nicked them for $300,- 
to assure the project a tryout. 


000, but, more importantly, upset 
the whole Chicago playoff system 
and is costing the distribs a great 
° ’ a quantity of coin every week. In 
Disney’s Divvy addition, in Philly Goldman has a 
suit pending, similar to the one he 
Continued from page 9 won, for additional years in which 
material, Disney gets a per-book| he claims he was injured by the 
royalty, ot anything he can do to| ™ajors’ monopoly. 
promote their sale is profitable to Other Factors 
him. On the other hand, he con-| whether it is just circumstances 


omg the books promotion for the} concerning the particular suits 


, which has been swinging the tide 
summation mad Fistind — the! in favor of the majors or whether 

; _Gepartment of thelit is some new tactic of defense 
— is currently in the east. He| jcnt even clear to the distrib at- 
weg Ba AL Pi — new) torneys themselves. The deciding 

, aoe  Samernee, They | factor in the recent Rivoli case 
are one on how to draw and anoth- however, was definitely the dig- 
er on the genesis and development ging up ‘of evidence gl socnians 
of Miekey Mouse. Reilly leaves for payoff chiseling to the vietribe b 
the Coast at the end of this week. | the house, proving that plaintiff 
The $1,000,000 loan obtained| Stanley Kosinowski wasn’t coming 
from Western will be used, presi-|into court with the proverbially 












one in coin paid into the retirement 


This amounted to $92,630 in 1947 as against $69,000 





Railbirds on the RKO lot are predicting that the Lloyd C. Douglas 
the course, at a nominal fee, via| novel, “The Robe,” will not be produced in the near future or for 
participating universities and re-|a long time to come, if at all. Story is such that am adequate produc- 
ceive in return assignments for} tion would require a budget of $5,000,000 or more. Under current 
supplementary reading. Enrolled| boxoffice conditions it is doubtful if the studio will lay that much 





“T-Men,” the Edward Small production being distributed by Eagle 
take an examination prepared by a| Lion, is by far the latter's most successful film so far, with domestic 
special committee set up by the/ gross expectancy, based on income to date, set at $1,400,000 or a bit 
It cost $450,000 to make, of which EL put up 25%, mostly in 


In return it gets 25% of the profits, 





Once a Columbia producer, Helen Deutsch is back on the old lot 
but not working for Columbia. This time she is working for Milton 
Project stems from a long-held| Pickman, who sold “The Lovers” to Columbia in a package deal 
fusthen by Fisher that Sara nee calling for Miss Deutsch as scripter and Cornel Wilde as star. 


Legal Pendulum Swings 


Continued from page 5 





Buffalo suits as UA’s counsel. 
While there’s no disparagement of 
the ability of other topflight indus- 
try attorneys who've participated 
at various times in the monopoly 
actions, Raftery is figured to be the 
most familiar of all counsel with 
the inner workings of day-to-day 
film company operations. 


Similar Pattern 


In all three suits which the 
majors have recently won the is- 
sues are similar—a charge that in- 
dies have been discriminated 
against in the sale of product in 
favor of an affiliated house or cir- 
cuit. In the Bordonardo case, it 
was stated that the Palace theatre 
in Olean, N. Y., was being sloughed 
in faver of the Warner circuit. 
Among the defendants, UA, Uni- 
versal, 20th-Fox and Loew’s were 
acquitted, while Warner  Bros., 
RKO and Paramount were ordered 
to pay only $28,000 altogether. Co- 
lumbia was not involved. Damages 
of $750,000 trebled were asked. 

In the Texas suit, B. R. McLen- 
don charged that his Beverly Hills 
and Casa Linda theatres in Dallas 
were suffering because of discrim!- 
nation in favor of Interstate and 
‘the Robb & Rowley circuits, which 
were defendants, along with the 
eight majors. McLendon asked $1,- 
200,000 damages trebled. Thomas 


A | / “Personally,” Allied official de-|dent Rey O. Disney wired holders| necessary “cl yg e 
ny third defendant, will leave with | clared, “I wouldn’t like to see films| of 6% preferred stock last week,|ly, the ‘asieak woe pune ho toa? his sabeoeamalty foucht the Jock 
i them. ; shown at all over television. Or if |to pay off $9 in accumulated divi-| tinue along this tack in building | son Park suit, was the counsel for 
hy Last Wednesday (5) Trumbo was they must be shown, it should be|dends. In addition, the board de-| up future defenses and feel that it | the loser in ‘all three of the ac- 
ai found guilty on two counts. He | during hours which wouldn’t com-|clared two regular dividends, due| will considerably cut down the! tions. He wasn’t able to be per 
$i had refused to tell the House Un-/| pete with theatres.” Lachman|July 1 and Oct. 1, of 37¥2c per| number of anti-trust suits brought. | sonally present in Dallas, however, 
a American Activities Committee guessed that would be early in the|share on the preferred. Otherwise, there’s some feeling | Since a JP contempt action was on 
: whether he (a) was a member of morning or late in the evening. Payoff of the arrearage will be} among attorneys that the return of | in Chicago at the time. 

j ake te cae te omen Wek ten | Bb pr we ig a aaae ha two $2.25 dividends | Edward C. Raftery to the active} There is thought, incidentally, to 
; yh jas | recognize the important part of | payable also July 1 and Oct. 1 “The i ini appeal 
+ a member of the Communist Par- | television is going to play. To con-| board has further unanimously de- aos gree eet eaggails ean PR Pitot gg mere 


ty. Sentence has been postponed 
on Trumbo pending a motion for 
a new trial and he is under $1,- 
000 bail. Similarly Lawson is un- 


der bond, awaiting argument on 


his petition for a new trial. 


| tinually snipe at each other isn’t 
| going to do any good.” Allied exec 
| said he believed union and guild 
officials concerned should also be 
invited to his proposed roundtable 
i taiks. 


majors in fighti - 

clared it to be the intention and er may Phy 9p + Peg Arvin 
policy of the company,” Disney | six years was president of United 
stated, “to pay the remaining pre-| Artists and unable to take a direct 
ferred arrearages in installments} hand as trial attorney. He left the 








(of $2.25 each on Jan. 1, 1949, and| UA exec post last year and has 


April 1, 1949.” appeared personally in the two 


. 





in the McLendon suit, since the 
judge in the Texas federal court 
refused to allow a jury trial. 

The Rivoli case in Buffalo was 
based on a charge that Shea’s 
Roosevelt had unfairly been given 
a run ahead of Kosinowski’s house. 
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Allied to Seek Minn. Divorcement 


during war. After the war it re- 
verted to reissues and subsequent- 
runs as the Pix. A month ago, it 
once more went to newsreel policy. 





Law Like N. Dakota's; Xchange News| x. reincwes cum 


Minneapolis. * 

The old North Dakota theatre 
divorcement itaw will be the pat- 
tern for a similar measure to be 
sponsored by North Central Allied 
at the next Minnesota legislative 
session, according to President 
Bennie Berger. Failure of the con- 
sent decree decision to order im- 
mediate divorcement compels in- 
dependent exhibitors to seek it) 
through state legislation, Berger | 
said. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. launched a 
court fight against the North Da- 
kota divorcement law which re- 
quired producer-distributors to di- 
vest themselves of their theatre 
holdings. Before the courts passed 
on its validity. however, the meas- 
ure was repealed. 








Tom Jefferson Resigns 
Miami. | 
Tom Jefferson, pub-ad director 
of Paramount theatres here for the | 
past eight years, resigned effective | 
June 1. He'll start a new pub-ad | 
firm ealled Jackson & Jefferson in | 
association with Jerry Jackson, oP | 
erator of an art service. ' 
Prier to coming to Florida in 
1940, Jefferson held posts with Par- 
amount in New York as well as 
with the Schine and Prudential 
circuits. 





Dezel’s Astor Franchise 

Albert Dezel Productions ac- 
quired Cincinnati franchise to 
Astor Pictures, which will be re- 
leased in that territory through 
Sereen Guild Productions of Cin- 
cinnati, banner under which Dezel’s 
effice operates there. 


Ted Ted Rejeins SRO 

Ted Tod, former exploiteer for 
the Seiznick Releasing Organiza- 
tion, was rehired by the distrib last 
week. Bob Gillham, SRO pub-ad 
chief, was in Chicago over the 
weekend for huddies with Tod on 
epenings of “Mr. Blandings Dream- 
house” and “Duel in the Sun,” 





| department. 


Kansas City. 
One of largest shuffles of theatre 
managers in several years was an- 





upped to effice manager with Paul | nounced by Leen Robertson, Fox- 


Krumenacker’s promotion to head | Midwest city manager. Key move 
of exchange. D. F. | takes Joe Redmond to-the Esquire, 
(Dinty) Moore, who will head Bos- | firstrun downtown, as manager. He 
ton-New Haven-Buffalo-Albany dis- | had been assistant at the Tower. 
trict for Warners. H. D. Carroll moves from Esquire 

Ritz and Ford theatres, Ford | to Fairway, suburban firstrun. Roy 
City, Pa., transferred by Allegheny | Cato goes from Fairway to the 
Theatre Enterprises to Leo Galonis. i Warwick, replacing George Mul- 

Harris chain has lost its Family | jare, resigned. Bob Collier, house 
theatre in East Liberty. Harrises| manager at moves -to 
still have one house in E.L. dis- | Tower. 
trict, the Liberty. 





Uptown, 





Mal Katz, manager of WB's! «4... pourris te Telenews in 'N. Y. | 


Mode! theatre, to Veterans hospital, | 


- we Cleveland. 
with Jack Keiffer pinch-hitting for | Charles N. Burris, manager of 
him. Telienews here for seven years, 


Eddie Reith, formerly with War- 


ey: Wie ansfi jew Y there he 
ner exchange, joined Col’s shipping transferred to New York whe 


will become ad-sales manager of 
Telenews Digest, chain’s own news- 


Howard Crombie, former WB reel magazine. 


checking supervisor in New Eng- | att , , 

land, joined Monogram here. Fe wg rg Ste oe, he —_ 
Hollywood theatre. Dormont, | operating tl ‘ , Sor shout 

closed by WB for complete rebuild- | 4 years, igning 2s ger of 


ing. Warner lease on South Hills | : les 
theatre expired and property re- Alhambra, to move to Los Angeles. 


verted to Harris Amus. Co. 

E. S. (Jim) Thorpe, vet 20th-Fox 
salesman who has covered West | 
Virginia for years, moved to the | 
city and Jack Elistrom = gets | 
Thorpe’s former territory. 

Seeking to ease up Lou Gilbert's 


the Alhambra Theatre Corp. 





Central States Loses Ingram 
Des Moines. 
F. C. Ingram, formerly manager 
of Grand, Estherville, Ia., resigned 
to become secretary of Estherville 


duties since his recent illness, WB . ge 
ransferred % hee | Chamber of Commerce; succeeded 
: “- me weruse : £ ire | by Don Loftus from Strand, Ft. 


manager to Regent, nabe in East | 
seer ge Pic = Basing h replaces Gil | being William Mack. All are Cen- 
First quonset-type theatre in | tral States operations. 

western Pennsylvania under con- ; , 
Mruction Sf Sustheld. Fs. Ser H. ae a 
H. Baldensperger, veteran exhib- Maurice Schewitzer, vet man- 


eno | ager for Paramount here, resigned 
‘to enter Drive-In field, becoming 
lan executive of a recently formed 
corporation building Drive-Ins in 
Rockford, Til., and Lincoln, Neb. 








Bob Russell’s 25th Anni 
Ashtabula. 
Robert Russell, city manager of 
Shea Theatres, celebrates his 25th 


intel ai-diente os. an deer for 25 years. 











cessionaries are reported willing to 
hand over as high as 35% of their 
take. 

There are two distinct philoso- 
phies developing among Drive-In 
men on concessions. One is to have 
hawkers wandering among the 
cars and the other is to restrict 
sale of the alimentary restoratives 


exhibs are reported to have as 





He retains a fimancia) interest in | 


| Dodge, Ia., with Loftus’ successor | 


Joseph F. Woodward succeeded 


many as 20 hawkers. This admit- 
tedly pushes up sales of the prod- 
ucts, but it's also said to be so 
| annoying it drives the better-class 
| clientele away. 

On the other hand, some of the 
new, ultra-ciass Drive-ins have 
| fancy restaurants and dancing fa- 
\eilities to extract three layers of 
| coin from the customers—dinner, 
ishow and after-show. Outdoor 
theatres also are now beginning to 
include blocks of regular seats up | 
front, playgrounds for the children | 
and other innovations. 

No longer are most of them play- 

ing reissues and slough-off preduct. 
None has reached the first-run 
category yet, but a majority are 
using top films in comparatively 
early runs. And they're no longer 
buying them at flat rentals, but 
|paying the same percentages as 
|regular theatres. In some instances, 
ithey have been bidding against 
; conventional houses to obtain the 
| run. 
The Drive-ins enjoyed their 
earliest boom in the south where 
they can operaté neariy all year. 
| However, plenty are being built 
now even in New England, with 
the werd around that the profits 
|can be plenty big enough in an 
April-+te-October season. 


$75,000 Georgia Drive-In 
New Hi Wa Drive-In, costing 














- . : Sci j ] ’s St. Louis rep }- : 
anni with the circuit this month. | Schweitzer was Par's S — P |'$75,000, has been unveiled near 


and Drive-In close’ to Po ™ 
with Ted Gamble as co-owner” 


Frank Yassenoff Harold 
Schwartz, who own the Eastid 
"ota thy 


to shelters on the sidelines. Some | Started 


open 
City, Ia., as manager 


age Corp. and Mid-West Drive. 








Tod will handle the midwest ter- 
ritery. 
Perilman to WB From Mene 
Pittsburgh. 
Saul Perilman resigned at Mono- 
@ram to become Main Line sales- 
man for WB, taking over territory 
from Jack Kalmenson, recently 





William Held, resigned, as man- me te Enterprises, circuit op- 





re- 
portedly set back the unveiling of eae dstes SRO 


the 571-seat arty house. 











Sunday ‘Sing’ Used im N. C. 


|branch manager here. 
Charlotte, N. C. 
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SEEING EEL LLL NICE LE LOGIE AT LE 
Alucys — 
THE SHOWMAN’S FRIEND 
in Los Angeles 
500 Medern Rooms 


with bath and radio 
“Everything New but the Name” 


Fifth at Spring © Los Angeles 
FRANK WALKER, General 
Formerly at Olmsted, Cleveland, O. 











New York Theatres| 


J. S. McDaniel of Evon theatre,| SRO. 
Dallas, N. C., of opening the house | 
afternoons 


down the barriers against atre operations. 





Al Hanson, is 
New Halifax 900-Seater on remodeljng 
Halifax. 








“THE IRON CURTAIN” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
PLUS ON STAGE 


ED SULLIVAN 
HIS DAWN PATROL REVUE 
Jth Ave. & 
50th St. 











Ss 
Moz Burles, now head of Mono- 
gram in Portland, joins SRO as 
Burles re- 
'cently planmed to return to Para- 
New policy initiated by Manager| mount but switched suddenly to 


Herrin, Mi. “4 
: flower, in town of , is John Marlowe. Herrin 
eight theatres in Ma = undergoing improvements costing hibitor, plans to build Drive tn 


000. 
Seating capacity will be upped 


Pathe Cinema Opening lager here for Eagle Lion. Wood- |‘ 
Pathe Cimema’s Paris theatre. | wara formerly was manager in Mil- pe sei 0 
to open in | waukee, Wis., for 20th-Fox. dance floor 








seats for bike and walk-in patrons. 
New Drive-In Near Niagara Falis 
. Buffalo. 





Southern California Theatre 730-car spot will be operated by 


Sunday to a “Commu- | Owners Assn. holds a meeting May mel ena ae, Court, who runs Brock 
yo * .. a \iegter teclane Rae vertigo mf a ain 

ecision 
among the church-going people. | suit. Paul Williams, SCTOA coun- 0080-Cor Reive-Bn Sor Kentoshy 
so Eau ae reputed as helping | sel, will explain its effect on the Andy Anderson Theatres let con- 


South-Lyn theatres, headed by |30-acre tract near Owensboro, Ky 
laying out $400,000) Borge Iversen, manager > 
and a new building of Ander- 


in Southern California. 
starts soon on.a 950-seater in 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL ics sis tootttsco"Gtc"Sin |ssecr, in tskarat ne tance 
Prov: 


months. 
Rosenthal Albany TOA Catet over 200 seats to 1,218. ‘pilin 
A bany. pi ee arg > 
Leonard L. Rosenthal, upstate Johnston Upped in Texas ee sci ‘teen, 
film atterney, named general coun- Galveston. on Michi- 
sel and executive director of TOA| Johnny Johnston. former assist-) gan City Drive-In, Michigan City 
unit here. Larry Cowen, upstate|amt manager at Broadway here, | ing | Indiana Theatres to- 
i\ publicity director for Fabian, has | samed to manage the Tremont. gether Maurice Rubens, of 
“| started a membership drive for Al- eengrnalia> Duniake Circuit, are building this 
bany TOA unit. Johnny Gardner, Barger’s Open-Air Spots 1,000-car costing nearly 
of Schenectady, was appointed $300,000. 
treasurer of unit. Jack Barger’s _ -~ the- 
. atres May on south- 160.600 
Grady Henored in Cincy west stan . a 


Cincinnati. . 
James J. Grady, newly appointed | May 14 in Lidice, ill. 
manager for Paramount here, 





-|tribs and exhibs from this territory. 








Grady had been 25 years with 
20th-Fox before his switch to Par-|ent Exhibiters of New 








CLARK GABLE | | wean 
LANA TURNER | Saa.coeaT 
BAXTER + NODIAE | Sar - 


amount. 


Ft. Werth Gayety Clesed 
Ft. Worth. 
‘| L. BR. Riehker shuttered his Gay- | Supreme 

















Homecoming | CAPITOL 





for sale. Increased cost of films, | Pa 
help and rent for the theatre are | theatres; 
blamed for closing. 











taxes; Johnny Dervin. of Va 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL Alexander te Mt. Sterling Club, on current activities, sok The site*of a at thee 
Kocketeller Center z Greenfield, O. | James Mahoney on theatre opera-| Jefferson Highway was leased by | 
Spencer x Katharine « Van 4 Gene Alexander, Greenfield, O., | tions. Drive-In Movies, for 25 years 
TRACY HEPBURN JOHNSON , made manager of State, Mt. Sterl- _— t , 
1 a ing, O., succeeding Daniel Grisso, Ga. Theatre Owners Meet 


in Frank Capra's “STATE OF THE UNION” 
Presented by M-G-@ emd@ Liberty Films 


Spectacular Stage Presentation 








moved to Springfield, O. 
Elias Fox te EL 








RAY MILLAND 
CHARLES LAUGHTON 


BIG CLOCK 


A Paramount Picture 
DARAAOUNT 





wich 







MimeiGh! (laleas 


as a 
with Max Rogel Associates. ing to E. 





Mpls. Newsreeler Back to Duals | had 

Minneapolis. 
It’s “on again, off again” for the | in airplane crash 
Newsreel sure-seater theatre here, 


fourth time. Originally opened as| ers of America, who defended 
Time wits a feature policy it be- 








hosted at testimonial dinner by dis-| New Eng. Indies Ne-Action Meet contract for 800-car Drive-In 


ety here and has put the house up speeches were by Ted Genock, of| building a 
in 


Elias Fox has joined Eagle Lion | here last week, re-electing all offi- 
k writer; formerly | cers except treasurer, this post go- 


changing its mame and policy for | Ted Gamble, head of Theatre Own- 
films 


against 
came the Newsreel with newsreels’ products for juvenile delinquency. 


iN 
li i 
it 
3 k8 











New Ohie Drive-in Sia 
Columbus, 


Des 

Des Moines Drive-In is slated {o 
here within a week, with 

Wayne Mahana, formerly of lowa 

. This is the 

first Drive-In for this territory , 

partnership deal with Tri-Staies 





peared | to be more than a remote 
possibility—would seem definitely 
cold now. 

In the meantime, it has been 
learned, Milton Kramer. chairman 
of the board of the Selznick Re. 
leasing Organization, approached 
Robert Benjamin, general counsel] 
for Young, with a proposition by 
which EL would handle part of the 
selling for SRO. Seiznick’s own 
force would restrict its activity to 
major circuit sales. Young turned 
the proposal down. 

Goldwyn will continue with RKO 
at the same distribution fee as at 
present, 20%. Basic deal was 
signed last spring, with Goldwyn 
holding yearly renewal options 
making the pact potentially run 
five years. Fee was upped with the 
beginning of the present contract 
from 184%. It continues on the 
20% basis for the life of the deal. 
—_—_—K—————— 
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FIVE-STAR 
DC-6 
FLAGSHIPS 
LOS ANGELES 
11 hours, 10 minutes 
ae 
CHICAGO 
3% heurs 
Phone HAvemcyer 6- 5000 
er your travel agent 
Ticket Offices: Airlines Terminal E 


Rockefeller Center + Hotel New Yorker 
120 Broadway © Hotel St. George 
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OPPORTUNITY 


4-year exhibition rights for 
the Freach Films with prom- 
inent star coast. 


Pictures Have Not Been 
Exhibited in North America 


Bex 1482, Variety | 
154 West 44h Se, New York 191 | 
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Is Divorcement Coming? 


trends changing? 







Theatre chains neies— 
keep abreast oe tastes. 
Services 
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The Little Man Who Wasn't 
The network brass is talking in hushed and embarrassed tones 
‘ d Performance” banquet tossed at the Chatham 


‘Comman 
over ty. Y. last week (4) by G. A. 
Metroit; WGAR, Cleveland and 


is 


(Dick) Richards, owner of WJR., 
KMPC im Los Angeles. The 


“gtrietly dress” shindig, attended by about 30 persons, representing 


the ¢€ 
wives), Was 
up because, 


reme de la creme among broadcasters and talent (with their 
in honor of Bing Crosby. All four network presidents 
as one later described it, they all had a stake 


in the occasion, via Richards or talent affiliation, and couldn't 
“afford” to stay away. As for Richards, he demonstrated to the 
New Yorkers that out Detroit way they know a thing or two about 
tossing banquets with class, and report is he gave it all the 


trimmungs. 


The dinner had hardly started, however, when Crosby scrammed, 


leaving Richards, Paul Whiteman, 


NBC prez Niles Trammell and 


CBS prexy Frank Stanton on the dais for a protracted period of 
tossing out kudoes to a guest of honor who wasn’t there. 








Trade’s New Guessing Game: Who 


Gets 7:30? Fitch Still Has the itch 


Fiteh, which has turned over its* 
phil Harris-Alice Faye show to! 
Rexall, has definitely committed it- 
self to a summer show in the 7:30- 
8 Sunday night period on NBC. 
Its contract with the network for 
what is conceded to be one of the} 
most valued franchises in all radio 
doesn't run out until December 
and as yet the company has given 
no indication of exercising its can- 
cellation clause. 

All of which means Fitch may 
or may mot be installed in the 


segment with a new program in 
the fall, but there are many in the 
trade who are wagering that, Fitch 
contract or no contract, Rexall and 
its “Harris-Faye combo will still 
be keeping company with the two 
B 


Ss. 

If Rexall is obliged to keep its 
Wednesday night 10-3011  siot, 
where it’s been showcasing Jimmy 
Durente this season, the inevitable 
question arises: what will happen 
to those Harris-Faye ratings? For 
it’s now accepted even among the 
most naive of radio tradesmen that 
more important than what you've 
got is where you've got it when it 
oe to the Hooper sweepstakes 

sight ‘odo, fi fate 

:30, following 

Bob Hope, on NBC, now that 

Raleigh is planning dropping Red 
Ciggie 


Skelton. company’s at- 
tempt to retain the time for a 
switchover ef its “People Are 
Funny” show, heard 


currently 
Friday night, wasn’t acceptable to 
NBC prez 





Stock issue which Edward 
as ABC Board chairman, 


| 


f The stock issue is part of a re- 
Noble’ Plan which links up with 


* purchase of the network in 
addition to deriving 
from the sale of the stock 


Ht 58 
l; 








Men on a Horse,” John 
anid comedy hit of the 
optioned by NBC as a’ half 
ade hae Series. The author will 
or , 
a summer ony air. It’s slated for 
Robe ; 
ton office. ane ry pe pte a 





BG, Georgia Gibbs Teamup 
As Pontiac Summer Show 


Benny Goodman and Georgia 


Gibbs have been optioned by Pon- 
tiac for a summer musical series, 
through 


the MacManus, John & 
Adams agency. 

Network time and the format of 
the show aren't set. but it will be 
produced by Mildred Fenton. 


Mutual to Take 
A Schwerin Test: 





Ed. Kobak, Mutual prexy. says he 
means business about improving 
the caliber of network programs, 
now that the web has, to its way of 
thinking, built the facilities to give 
it “‘listenability,” or coverage. To 
implement “Step No. 2” in the 
net’s development, Mutual this 
week is closing a deal with the 
Schwerin-Research Corp. to pre- 
test the web’s sustainer shows 
and package availabilities. Horace 
Schwerin’s outfit, which bas been 
qualitatively profilmg NBC shows 
for the past couple of years, will 
test three programs per week for 
Mutual, starting June 1. 

Deal with Mutual is on a 52- 
week basis. How much the net will 
pay for the audience-reaction serv- 
ice isn’t being told, but Schwerin 
has been getting approximately 
$100,000 a year for his service to 
NBC. While he has tested com- 
mercial programs for advertisers 
on all four of the major nets in 
the past year. the pact with Mutual 
is the first with any web outside 
NBC. Schwerin said the MBS 
negotiation did not affect or re- 
quire any waiver in his NBC tie- 


Tnfo’ on Block 
As 2-Way Deal 


“Information Please.” like Amos 
‘n’ Andy, is up for sale as a two- 
day radio-television package. Dan 
Golenpaul’s asking price is $12,500 
for the simultaneous spread. That’s 
the same price Golenpaul com- 
manded for “Info” as a radio show- 
case alone before it went co-op on 
Mutual this season. Golenpaul fig- 
ures “Info” as a radio show is still 
valued at $10,000, with the TV ride 
a bargain at $2,500. 

“Info” winds up its Mutual semes- 
ter next month on the heels— of 
litigation, with Golenpaul accusing 
the network of mismanagement in 
co-oping the program. 

In view of the successful “Info” 
film shorts, Golenpaul figures the 
quiz show as a natural for video. 
Harry Ommerle is peddling the 








Fenton is slated to produce. 


two-way package. 


SHAVE PRICE’ IS 
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‘they had been renewed for next 





Sets 52-Wk. Deal’ 
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RADIO SMACKED 
BY CUTTING WAVE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


“Shave your price, bub,” is the 
dominant sponsor-to-talent theme 
in radio today. If such perennial 
kilocycle favorites as Jimmy Du- 
rante, Fannie Brice or Red Skelton, 
all currently on the availability 
list, are missing from the network 
programming ranks next season 
it’s strictly because the bankrollers 
of radio programs aren’t interested 
these days in shelling out those 
$12,000-$13,000 plus figures. 

Time was when the name was the 
be-all-and-end-all. A couple seasons 
back the trade would have looked 
askance at a Raleigh shelving a 
week-in-week-out Top 15 Hooper 
winner such as Skelton, despite the 
$17,000 price tag. But peddling a 


Frank Mullen Headmg Up Richards’ 
Empire’; Move Cued to Out’ on Probe: 
Speculate on NBC Tele Successor 


4. 





al 


Who’s Kiddin’? 

Mushrooming of the phone- 
call angle among quiz give- 
away shows has inspired a new 
line of gags around the pro- 
ducing end of the trade. 

Cracked one producer last 
week: “A switchboard, a handy 
warehouse in which to store 
your prizes and a transmitter 
and you're in the broadcasting 
business nowadays.” 

Another gag has it that the 
National Assn. of Refrigerator 
Manufacturers is considering 
awarding an annual plaque to 





Skelton today at that fancy coin is 
another story—as agent Freeman | 
Keyes had been finding out in the} 
past few weeks. (If Skelton does | 
return in the fall, he'll probably | 
remain under the Raleigh banner, 
for it’s now reported that the cig- 
gie client is having a change of 
heart, with the cast reportedly told 
after last week’s broadcast that 


season.) 

The factors differ this semester. 
Last yearthe client set a “ceiling” 
on talent coin to cue his spending 
to the nation’s economy pattern 
and unsettled state - of - the - union 
conditions. Today the sponsor is 
tightening his radio coin belt be- 
eause he’s planning to siphon some 
of his advertising dollars into tele- 
vision next season. He figures that. 
blessed with a good time spot, he 
can get by very nicely in radio 
today with a $3,000 to $5,000 pack- 
age ‘and don't be too fussy about 
a Bame.” 


Talent Price Teboggan 


the program which gives away 
the most refrigerators. 








Colgate Nixes 


NBC Raleigh 
Switch Move 


NBC’s efforts to effect a switch 
in Brown & Williamson (Raleigh? 


and Colgate program time slots 


went for naught last week, Colgate 
chiming in that it wanted no part 
of it. 

NBC’s plan was to move Colgate’s 
Iennis Day out of the Wednesday 
at 8 period and put him in the Fri- 
day night at 9 slet now occupied by 
Raleigh's “People Are Funny,” 
with “People” going into the Wed. 





The result has been a downward | 
tobogganing of talent prices and | 
some unprecedented activity 
around the talent agencies and 
among indie package producers in 
whipping together small-budgeted 
shows. That’s what the average 
client in radio wants today, and if 
a Fannie Brice persists in her 
demands for $12,500 a week, or 
a Durante continues brandishing a 
“$13,500-or else” tag, it’s strictly no 
dice. 

There are some healthy offshoots 
to this thinking, for it’s had the 
effect of inviting a flock of new 
names into the radio picture. 
There’s a John Lund package that 
can be had for $2,500. Susan Peters 
has been packaged into a $3,500 a 
week show. Dick Powell and Sam 
Levene in ABC’s “Front Page’ are 
available at $4,500. Brian Donlevy 
as a circus advanceman has been 
packaged at $3,500. And so on 
down the line. 

“Blondie,” which started its 
radio career eight years ago as a 
$3,000 talent production, is now 
asking $10.500 from Super Suds in 
negotiating a new contract, and 
report is that the William Esty 
agency, which handles the show, 
figures that as a lot of coin and 
is asking questions. Bob Burns, 
whose show a couple seasons back 
commanded $12,500 a week, has 
shaved his asking price down to 
$8,000—but there are no takers, 
amount still being considered ex- 
cessive. 

Then there’s the saga of Joan 
Davis, who at $17,500 a week got 
the Lever Bros. heave. She'll be 
available next season at $8,500, but 
the trade wonders how many 
clients will be around to put even 
that much on the line. Jack Paar’s 
asking price, $7,800, is exactly 
haif of what Lucky Strike was pay- 
ing for his show last season—but 
nobody appears interested even in 
the $7,800 figure. 


Jolson, Groucho West 


Al Jolson heads for Chicago May 
21 from where he'll air his NBC 
“Kraft Music Hall” show the fol- 
lowing Thursday (27). 

The Groucho Marxes, who ar- 
rived in New York with Jolson last 
week, will stay over in Gotham for 
another fortnight. 








time. Move would give Colgate a 
back-to-back full-hour of Friday 
night programming, with “People” 
following the same client’s “Can 
You Top This?” Although this 
would have permitted for a Colgate 
discount on time, the client said ne 
dice, preferring to let Day con- 
tinue the Wednesday whirl. 

Raleigh, in turn, has been shoot- 
ing for “People” to take over its 
Tuesday night 10:30 period now oc- 
eupied by Red Skelton. Ciggie 
company is giving up Skelton in a 
budget retrenchment move but has 
been pitching to retain the time for 
“People.” NBC, however, has other 
plans for Tuesday and turned 
Raleigh down. 


Anybody Wanna 
Do ‘Miss Brooks ? 


CBS is having plenty of femme 
trouble getting its proposed “Our 
Miss Brooks” situation comedy 
rolling. Originally intended as a 
Shirley Booth starring vehicle, the 
latter bowed out after a couple of 
auditions when she and web pro- 
gramming execs couldn't agree on 
hew the part should be played. 

Then CBS lined up Joan Blon- 
dell for the role and everything 
seemed in order until the film 
actress put in a demand that she 
be allowed to lay off eight weeks a 
semester to do pix work. 

CBS figures knocking the pro- 
gram off for that length of time is 
teo great a risk. It’s now scanning 
the femme availability list. 


‘ ’ 
RFD’ AS SUMMER SUB 

Looks like Ford Dealers, after 
all, are going to buy the “RFD 
America” farm quiz show. But only 
as a summer replacement. 

“RFD.” which is moving over to 
NBC from Mutual, was originally 
tagged for sponsorship by Ford 
Dealers, but deal fell through when 
the auto men sank their coin into 
the Fred Allen Sunday night pro- 
gram. Ford Dealers now want to 
buy it as the summer fillin when 
Allen checks off for 13 weeks. 








Although the principals involved 
say that it’s “not official” as yet, 
resignation of Frank E. Mullen, 
executive veepee and second in 
command to prexy Niles Tram- 
mell at NBC, to take over the radie 
operation of the three G. A. (Dick 
Richards stations is all set for a 
teeoff this summer. 

Deal is said to have been in 
negotiation for some weeks, thus 
accounting for the presence in New 
York the past month or so of 
Richards, who owns WJR, Detroit; 
WGAR, Cleveland, and KMPC, 
Holly wood. 


Informed sources got wind of the 
negotiations during the past week 
and it came as a considerable sur- 
prise, invelving as it does one of 
the major industry shifts on a top 
executive level in an otherwise 
static administrative year in broad- 
casting. 

One reliable source reports that, 
in contrast to the appreximate 
, $60,000 he commands as No. 2 man 
at NBC, Mullen has been offered 
$100,000 a year plus stock in the 
lucrative three-station operation. 
It’s also reported that Mullen 
will be located on the Coast. 

Move to install Mullen as.head- 
man of the Richards’ properties is 
believed to have been inspired by 
the present dilemma of Richards, 
who is under investigation by the 
FCC for alleged slanting of news 
on his stations, especially KMPC. 


with a top industry exec such as 
Mullen to head up his operations, 
his chances of being cleared of the 
charges would be more favorable. 

(General trade sentiment appears 
to be that, while Richards has left 
himself open as a political pawn 
in an election year, his chances 
of exoneration are better than 
good if the Republicans get inte 

(Continued on page 41) 


Y&R’s Franco Co 
| S ’ 
Hoof Inside U.S.A. 
Carlos Franco, head of Young & 
Rubicam’s stations is 
routing his staff out into the field 
to get in closer touch with what's 
going on with local broadeasting, 
especially programwise. The sta- 
tion visits and tuning-in from the 
outside will involve extra attention 
for video and detailed reports on 
what progress each operation is 
making in programming, the trend 
of set sales, etc. It’s the first time 
that Y&R has sent its staff on such 
a junket. 
Of Franco’s staff Art Pardoll last 
week was covering New York state, 
Russell Young was moving through 
New England and Joe Smith was 
on the first leg of a look-and-hear 
along the Atlantic seaboard, in- 
cluding Philadelphia, Washington, 
Baltimore, Richmond, ete. Frank 
Coulter is headed for the midwest. 
Franco himself will traipse aleng 
the west coast and the Raecky 
Mountain area on his way back 


from the NAB convention in Los 
Angeles. 


Johnson Moving Into 
Daytime With Warmg 


Johnson's Wax, sponsors of Fib- 
ber McGee & Molly, served notice 
on the network last week that it 
was taking its first nighttime sum- 
mer hiatus and moving into day- 
time radio. 

Inability of Fred Waring to move 
into the Tuesday night spot be- 
cause of his General Electric Mon- 
day night commitment, cued John- 
son’s Wax decision to buy the 
Waring morning NBC show on a 
twice-a-week basis through the 
summer months, sharing spomsor- 
ship with American Meat Institute, 
which bankrolls Waring on the 














other three mornings, 


It’s figured that Richards reasoned, © 
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TV—Industry's ‘Enfant Terrible — 
And Code Will Hog NAB Spotlight 





Washington, May 11. *? 


Television, the industry’s “enfant 
terrible,” and the long-pending 
controversial broadcasters’ | code 
appear due to steal the spotlight at 


. the National Assn. of Broadcasters 


Los Angeles convention May 17-21. 
It’s no secret here that NAB has 
been hard put to find protagonists 
for standard and FM broadcasting 
who will offset the more glamor; 
ous video presentations skedde 
for the L.A. meet. Latest an- 
nouncement on the tele front was 
scheduling of a special demonstra- 
tion of Paramount’s new method 
of transcribing TV programs at a 
‘Thursday (20) luncheon meeting of 
the engineering conference. The 
pix company’s new. electronic 
method of using a motion picture 





The Maizlish Touch 


Hollywood, May 11. 

If the NAB convention 
agenda itself falls somewhat 
short of exciting the imagina- 
tion, at least the delegates to 
next week’s confab will get a 
“refresher course’ on how an 
alert entertainment commit- 
tee functions. 

It was only inevitable that 
the NAB bunch should come 
to Harry Maizlish and his 
KFWB Warners operation to 
tie in the entertainment func- 
tions as a public service to 
radio, on which count Maizlish 
& Co. has scored notably in 
the past. 

That Atwater-Kent party, etc., 
engineered by Maizlish has en- 
gendered more enthusiasm 
than the convention proper. 


camera to photograph images as 
they appear on a TV receiver tube 
will be described by Richard Hodg- 
son, Par’s director of technical 
operations. 

The code session, set for Monday 
(17) afternoon, the first day of the 
management meeting, is expected 
to teeoff plenty of excitement. 
Recent recommendations of NAB’s 
District 2, meeting in New York, 
for last-minute changes in com- 
mercial code provisions, plus effort 
of director-elect Ed Breen of 
KFVD, Ft. Dodge, Ia. to balk 
enactment of any code that doesn’t 
receive majority support in a mem- 
bership referendum, may result in 
more delay on adoption of indus- 
try-wide standards. Other Coast 
indies are rumored ready to renew 
their drive to limit the standards 
to no more than a general creed 
on program criteria. 

Feature presentation of the 
Tuesday (18) management session 
is to be an all-radio panel presenta- 
tion by AM-FM-TV toppers on 
“Broadcasting — Horizons Unlim- 
ited.” Judge Justin Miller will 
moderate the panel which includes: 
Mark Woods, ABC prexy; Noran 
Kersta, NBC video director; Lewis 
Allen Weiss, Mutual board chair- 

man and Don Lee general man- 
ager; CBS prez Frank Stanton; FM 
Assn. head Everett Dillard; Roger 
Clipp, manager WFIL, Philly; 
AAAA president Frederic Gamble; 
Clair McCullough, WGAL, Lan- 
caster; Charles Mortimer, v.p. of 
General Foods; and A. J. Hoffman, 
radio manufacturer who will speak 
on behalf of the RMA. ‘ 


Jitters Grip Coast 
Emcees After Five 





Shotwell in Agcy. Switch 


Chicago, May 11. 
Shotwell Manufacturing (Hi Mac, 
Big Yank) shifts its account from 
C. Wendel Muench & Co. to Wade 
Agency early in June. Candy firm 
bankrolls “True or False” on Mu- 
tual. 


Projectables 
Raise Only A 


Few Eyebrows 


C. E. Hooper cracked out his 
first U. S. (Projectable) Hooper- 
atings this week. There was little 
in them to lift industry eyebrows. 
Of the 10 leading evening shows 
disclosed up to today (Wed.)— 
Hooper is releasing the names of 
five shows at a time—nearly all 
are familiar to the top brackets of 
Hooper’s twice-monthly rating 
lists. The projectables are based 
on January-February, 1948, listen- 
ing, when the Walking Man con- 
test was in high gear, accounting 
for “Truth or Consequences’”’ No. 
2 slotting behind Fibber McGee & 
Molly. “Your Hit Parade” edged 
into the top 10 by virtue of a strong 
“town” (2,500 to 50,000 pop.) ap- 
peal. Lux Radio Theatre, with the 
top city showing (29.25), managed 
only seventh place because of much 
lower town and rural appeal. 

U. S. Hooperatings are based in 
part on diary studies. Hooper’s 
“complete” report on his project- 
able findings will be issued (to sub- 
scribing advertisers, agencies, nets 
and others only) about May 20. 
The standing (with city, town and 
rural breakdowns): 

Fibber McGee & Molly—24.85 
(8,449,000 homes); city rating 27.53; 
town 23.97; rural 22.35. 





24.70; rural 23.98. 


rural 21.14. 


homes); 
rural 18.61. 


Fred Allen — 23.29 
homes); city 25.86; town 23.67 
ural 19.92. ie 


homes); city 29.25; 
rural 18.10. 


town 19.34 


homes); city 22.63; 
rural 19.71. 


000 homes); city 19.86; town 22.41 
rural 18.87. 





‘Aldrich’ Back in Fall 
But Price Shaved to 106, 


° ° 500 with Young & Rubicam’s 
Stricken in Week agency commission), the budget 


Hollywood, May 11. 

The jitters, an old occupational 
emotion with radio people, has 
taken on alarming symptoms. 
With the death of two emcees and 
the collapse of three others within 
a week, the ante rooms of medics 
and especially heart specialists are 
well peopled with radioites these 
days. 

Superstitious of the cycle-of- 
three following the death-of Tom 
Breneman and “Dud” Williamson, 
the lads went for a quick sesh with 
the stethescope and cardiograph. 
Nor were their fears allayed when 
in rapid succession Ben Alexander, 
Ed East and Tony La Frano, emcees 
all, were either hospitalized or 


* ordered under immediate observa- 


tion. All three will be missing 
from their shows for many weeks. 
The others are passing more 


breakdown is still not set. With 
some of the talent still holding out 
against the one-third cut demand- 
ed by William Mofris as agent for 
the package, it’s understood that 


of the series, and the Morris and 
Brandt & Brandt agencies have 
agreed to share whatever reduc- 
tion is necessary to meet the $10,- 
000 package price. 

As reported in detail in last 
week’s VarIETY the show’s budget 
is now $13,000 net, including $3,- 
500 royalty for Goldsmith, $2,000 
for Ezra Stone and $1,250 for 
Jackie, Kelk as leads, $400 apiece 
for House Jameson and Kay Raht 
as featured players; about $1,000 
for music, a trifle over seale for 
the other talent, about $1,000 each 
in commissions for Morris and 
Brandt & Brandt, and around $800 





time at home and less at the gin 


mills, 


profit for the package (owned by 
(Continued on page 36) 


Truth or Consequences—24.26 
(8,248,000 homes); city 24.22; town 


Charlie McCarthy—23.78 (8,085,- 
000 homes); city 25.27; town 24.87; 


Jack Benny—23.62 (8,030,000 
city 27.50; town 24.08; 


Bob Hope — 23.40 (7,956,000 : 
. : "eo. \letters to a score of trade associa- 
poe NY 26.10; town 21.68; tions, including NAB, TBA, NAM, 


(7,918,000 
> |holders, Bill Bailey, FMA execu- 
Radio Theatre—22.89 (7,782,000 


>|to conduct a set count in 1950. 
Amos ’n’ Andy—21.05 (7,157,000 
town 20.38; 


Your Hit Parade—20.22 (6,874,- 


Band ii S658: 2 need for a census of radio set 
A orig — 21.60: Yet an ownership in the United States,” 
rural 17.16. ; ' ““*\and requested that the census 


Writers Still Hold Out record urging advertisers, agencies 


Although “The Aldrich Family” 
has been renewed by General 
Foods for next season at the re- 
ported price of $10,000 net ($11,- 





Be ; BS 3% 





ee 


PRIMES KLZ PROMOTION 


JOHN CONNORS 


KLZ keeps selling profitably for 
its advertisers because it keeps 
everlastingly selling itself. The 
promotion of its programs and 
services is as much a part of KLZ’s 
operation as the programming it- 
self, 

KLZ, DENVER. 


FMA Seeks Ban 
On ‘One-Legged | 
Video Setups 


a Washington, May 11. 
The FM Assn. is ready to ask for 
amendment of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission’s rules to 
forbid “one-legged television” fol- 
lowing discussions at an FMA re- 
gional parley here last week. 


FCC counsel Benedict Cottone 
pointed out that the agency’s pres- 
ent rules permit videocasters to air 
FM music so long as a test pattern 
or visual slide is on the air, even 


(Continued on page 38) 


Want Radio Sets 
In U. S. Counted 


Washington, May 11. 
A concerted effort to rally in- 
dustry and broadcasters behind its 
move to obtain a census of radio 
receiver ownership in the 1950 
decennial census was undertaken 
today (11) by the FM Assn. In 











RMA, AAAA and ANA and to 
1,000 FM broadcasters and permit 


tive director, invited them to join 
FMA in urging the Census Bureau 


Following published reports that 
the Census Bureau planned to ex- 
clude radio: set ownership from the 
1950 count, the FMA board of di- 
rectors unanimously adopted a 
resolution declaring “there exists a 


specifically list the number of FM, 
television, fascimile, FM-AM and 
AM receiving sets by families.” 
(In New York ,last week, the 
Broadcast Measurement Bureau 
executive committee also went on 


and broadcasters to press for in- 
clusion of a radio set ownership 
count in the 1950 census.) 


———————— 


Clifford Goldsmith, creator-owner.- 





Hell and Damnation 


Washington, May 11. 
Sen. Charles A. Tobey took 


a “fighting preacher” stance at . 


the FM Assn. regional meeting 
here last week which nearly 
tumbled the FM’ers out of 
their chairs. 

In ringing prayerful tones 
and repeated Biblical allusions, 
the New Hampshire solon 
adlibbed: “The _ difference 
between AM and FM is the 
difference between Heaven 
and Hell — and I’ve got both 
in my home.” He was referring 
to both types of sets. 

Probably unaware that all but 
a half-dozen of the broadcast- 
ers in his audience were also 
AM operators, Tobey labeled 
some ot the AM programs now 
on the air “as downright lewd.” 
He added: “It’s up to you FM 
fellows to show those stand- 
ard broadcasters the path. of 
righteousness,” 


Ben Park Quits WBBM as Atlass Axes 





| es. ? 
L’ville’s FM Brush 
Louisville, May 11. 

Airing of separate programs over 
WCJT, FM affiliate of WHAS, will 
be discontinued, Victor A. Sholis, 
WHAS director has announced. 
Starting at noon Sunday (9) WCJT 
began duplicating programs carried 
by WHAS. 

Lack of public interest in FM 
was the principal reason for the 
change. 


Stan Joselof Sets 
FM Storecast Web; 
B.0. Hypo to Indies 


Stan Joseloff’s Storecast Corp. 
of America, which has been op- 
erating a wired music-and-commer- 
cials service for several super- 
market chains in the east, is tak- 
ing to the air via FM. A Chicago 
station, WEHS-FM, already has 
been inked for a’ six-days-a-week 
schedule of Storecast programs, 
and stations in Philadelphia, New 
York and Hartford will be added 
to the Storecast “network” shortly. 

Effect in cities where Storecast 
moves in—and the operation is 
now set to roll nationally—is to 
give indie FM outlets healthy bill- 
ings hypos. And most of the 
FM’ers, it’s no secret, are plenty 
hungry for billing coin. 

Whole deal, according to Jose- 
loff, has been cleared with FCC, 
which apparently feels that Store- 
cast’s block-buying of FM time 
may help put some struggling sta- 
tions on their feet. On the Chi- 
cago outlet, for instance, Storecast 
has bought the 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 
2-6 p.m. segments for.every day 
except Sunday. 

Storecast programs are made up 
of pop favorites in music (of the 
Kern, Berlin type) interspersed 
with commercials for such national 
advertisers as General Foods, Coca- 
Cola, Libby, Swift, Heinz, Schaef- 
fer Beer, Pillsbury, Wilson and 
American Home Foods. Joseloff’s 


(Continued on page 38) 


MBS Inherits Bill Henry, 
Now That Deal’s Set For 
 Johns-Manville Switch 


The order’s been inked for 
Johns-Manville to shift the Bill 
Henry five-minute news strip from 
CBS to’ Mutual. Switch, resulting 
from Lever Bros.’ pressuring of 
CBS to close out the 8:55-9 p.m. 
gap between shows bankrolled by 
the soap outfit, gives Mutual one 
of the toprated news properties 
(currently 10.5, bested only by 
Winchell and Pearson). Henry also 
becomes the second CBS news 
name to follow this route, William 
L. Shirer having shifted to MBS’ 
camp last year. 

J-M closes out its longtime stand 
on CBS next inonth. The Mutual 
deal, approximately a $750,000 
billing, gives Henry a 9:55-10 slot 
starting next October, or possibly 
sooner. Possibility arose this week 
that the strip might be initiated in 
August or September. Order is 
for the full basic net to start with, 
with more stations possibly to be 
added before teeoff time. 


CBS REGIONAL JACKPOT 
HIT BY JOAN BROOKS 


Richmond, May 11. 
One of the most expensive lay- 
outs for CBS regional program- 
ming is being bankrolled by C. F. 
Sauer Co., of Richmond, which is 
now going into its second 13-week 
cycle with the “Joan Brooks Show.” 











at 10, 
here. 
In addition, Miss Brooks, whe i: 
backed by an 18-piece orch, does 
three half-hour weekly musi 





Saturdays at 6:30 p.m. 





Uncensored, Climaxing 48's Top Kudos 


Chicago, May 11. 

Ben Park, writer-producer of 
“Report. Uncensored,” resigned 
from WBBM's production staff 
Saturday (8), following suppresgj 
of a script dealing with the U . 
Supreme Court's decision on ‘ra. 
cial restrictive cdvenants. Resigna. 
tion comes as a sour payoff on the 
public service airer’s much kudoed 
policy of giving the hard facts on 
Chi community problems. 

Current “Report Uncensoreq” 
series, subtitled “The House We 
Live In,” has probed Chi’s housing 
situation under the guidance of 
experts in the field. Script on the 
Supreme Court decision was set 
for May 5 as a logical tie-in with 
the housing theme. Restrictive 
covenants blanket the Chi realty 
scene, especially in nabes border. 
ing the “Black Belt.” 

Les Atlass, CBS veepee and 
manager of WBBM, nixed Park’s 
script four hours before broadcast 
time. Atlass, supported by Don 
Kelley, WBBM director of public 
relations, charged that the writer. 
producer had “editorialized.” Park 
insisted the script was an objective 
presentation of facts on the Su- 
preme Court decision as it affected 
Chicago. Script nevertheless got 
the ax and another, based on the 
VARIETY, DuPont and Peabody 
kudos won by “Report Uncen- 
sored,” was hastily substituted. 


Suppressed script followed the 
usual “Report Uncensored” format, 
consisting of tape-recorded inter- 
views conducted by Fahey Flynn. 
Persons to be heard on the May 5 
broadcast were: 


Edwin R. Embree, chairman of 
the Mayor’s Commission on Hu- 
man Relations; Dr. Robert C. 
Weaver, director of the American 
Council on Race Relations; Leon 
Despres, Chi attorney who had 
filed a brief in the restrictive 
covenant case; Philip Toomin, 
chairman of the Oakland-Kenwood 
Property Owners’ Assn., and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Hunt, prez of the Ken- 
Oak Property Owners’ Assn. 


Atlass-Kelley verboten was the 
first handed out to Park, although 
a previous script, also dealing with 
restrictive covenants, got a pecu- 
liar bypass. Script, set for April 
14 airing, was sidetracked at the 
last moment in favor of a net show, 
“Washington Cloakroom.” 


Park has written and produced 
26 of the 27 “Report Uncensored” 
shows to date. His letter of resig- 
nation to Atlass reads: “In ac- 
cepting the nation’s foremost 
awards for what may well have 
been radio’s most outstanding pro- 
gram in the past year, you have ac- 
cepted the responsibility of lead- 
ership and obligation to continue 
telling the whole truth. Anything 
short of this objective can only be 
interpreted as callous, cynical and 
counter to your greater duty to 
public interest, convenience and 
necessity...” 


Uniform Time Law Seems 
Unlikely, Though Brass 
Makes Strong D.C. Appeal 


Washington, May 11. 

Radio and web officials made 4 
final pitch for some sort of uniform 
time legislation before the House 
Commerce Committee here Friday 
(7) but are willing to admit theres 
little or no chance of getting any 
time bill through the Congress this 
session. 


CBS veepee Earl Gammons, 
Gene Juster, WRC program direc 
tor speaking for NBC’s Frank 
“Scoop” Russell,*and Jess Willard, 
Natl Assn. of Broadcasters v.p., all 
plugged for uniform time through- 
out the U. S. and expressed willin& 
ness to go along with either day- 


(Continued on page 38) 


Veto’s Spot Campaign 











Program, originally tabbed “Hos. ' 
pitality House” for the initial 13-' 
week semester, is heard on CS) 
stations in the South Sunday nighis | 
originating from WRVA. 


Veto, deodorant, will be on about 
‘50 stations with spot announce- 
ment campaign for 16 weeks start 

this weekend. It’s at the rate 
/| five a week, and Ted Bates is the 
avency, 


Swansdown Instant Cake Mix 


will have a special three-week am 
| nowmcement run at a like rate, 
shows for the same sponsor on |sO"e stations starting June 7 and 
WRVA, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and others. June 21. Young & Rubica™ 
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Those Radio Awards 


The following letter, written by a network executive who prefers 


to remain anonymous, is a reflect 
the trade against the multiplicity 


“Rditor, VARIETY: ae 
An honored practitioner of th 


wonders, these days, what the awards are really worth. 
They've become so humerous, so obviously more gainful to the 
givers than the getters, so patently and crudely instruments of 


public relations for the donors, tha 
and lost in the shuffle. And—if he 


also feel deprived of the emotional rewards which might be his 
if radio’s socalled prizes were important, honest and meaningful 


gestures. 


Radio’s present ‘system’ of recognizing creative excellence is 


anarchy pure and simple. There a 
too many organizations self-appoi 


chief objectives are not the betterment of broadcasting, but free 


newspaper space and radio time to 


There are too many awards, supposedly based on broad democratic 


selection, which are in reality dete 


rule their committees, make their own personal selections, and 


phrase their own subjective citatio 


granted to programs whose producers happen to be friends of 


committee chairmen. 


It is foolish of broadcasters to have permitted so many outside 
organizations to ysurp a function which by all rights belongs to the 


men and women working in radio 
the industry to have catered to 


promotional interests far more than the interests of better radio. 
And, finally, it is high time for the industry, out of respect for its 
to. establish a fair 
apparatus of its own for recognizing and rewarding its top- 


most gifted craftsmen, 


drawer talent. 


A few years ago, there was talk in the trade about a Radio 


Academy, designed primarily to 


categories of programming and program crafts. 
that a system could be devised by which winners would be selected 


and voted upon by all the men 


fairly weighted ballots. That discussion needs to be revived now. 
Broadcasters must begin to werk together to develop a plan 


analagous, though not necessarily 
Academy. 


It is perfectly reasonable to expect that a bemedaled creative 


craftsman of our industry would 
awards for one simple expression 
nition from the thousands of his 
their opinions anonymously, 


listening, enjoying it, and maybe 


soberly, professionally, and—most 
of all—democratically. Perhaps the only rewards he seeks outside 
the industry are from his audiences. Their most signal award is 


NETWORK’ RAP AGAINST 


FCC 





AEP. HEBERT IN 
L-MAN CRUSADE 


Washington, May 11. 
The Federai Communications 
Commission is girding its loins for 
another Congressional investiga- 
tion—this time in response to/| 
charges by Rep. F. Edward Hebert 
(D., La.) that the agency is using its 
licensing power to create ‘a sinis- 
ter Red network.” Hebert, newly- 
elected member of the House Un-} 
American Activities Committee, | 
has called both on his group and | 
the House Commerce Committee to 
put the FCC through the third- 
degree. | 

House Commerce chairman| 
Charles Wolverton (R., N. J.) over} 
the weekend wrote FCC’s Wayne | 
Coy for an explanation of Hebert’s | 
charges but “has neither an appro- | 
priation nor much time right now” 
for a formal probe of the radio 
agency. Hebert based his attack on 
FCC’s recent grants of three FM 
and two television stations to 
Toledo attorney Edward Lamb, 
representative | whom he described as “drenched” 
in Commie-front connections. 

From Ohio, Lamb promptly and 
vociferously denied the charges as 
“rank lies.”” Coy repeated the con- 
clusion of the FCC majority in the 
Lamb cases and his own arguments 
used in a personal set-to with GOP 
Commissioner Robert F. Jones 
over the matter. No evidence, the 
FCC chairman saidy had been pre- 
sented which showed that Lamb 
was a Communist. Without it, the 
radio agency has no basis on which 
to deny licenses on this ground. 

Waiting on Mundt Bill 
| Hebert said he based his hopes 
‘of an FCC probe on the Un-Ameri- 
can Committee, which has a big 
'dossier on the Commission col- 


ion of the mounting feeling in 
of awards in radio. 


New York. 


e craft of broadcasting often 





t the receiver feels insignificant 
’s honest with himself—he must 


re too many awards. There are 
nted to bestow awards, whose 


promote their own limited aims. 
rmined by ‘chairmen’ who over- 


ns. There are too many awards 


and television. It is unwise for 


groups which value their own 


and 


establish annual awards in all 
It was suggested 


and women of radio, through 


similar, to the Motion Picture 


be willing to trade all of his 
of collective praise and recog- 
working colleagues, expressing 





learning from it.” 











ABC in Wholesale Revamp of Crime 
Show Sked: Clock,’ Ellery,’ ‘Agent’ Out i=" sir 


lected over the past and present 
Democratic administrations. That 
committee says it will defer action 
on the FCC matter until the House 
passes Rep. Karl Mundt’s bill re- 

registration of Commie- 


At FCC this strategy was inter- 





ABC is prepping a New Look in? 
whodunits. And it promises to 
offer one of the summer’s more 
interesting experiments in devia- 
tion -from old-line programming. 
The New Look includes, as might 
be expected, injection in one case 
of the phone-quiz gimmick. In the 
shakeup to make way for the new 
Stanzas, some Old Look crime- 
shows are ‘being shed, including 
“The Clock,” “Ellery Queen” and 
“Treasury Agent.” 

The wholesale revamp stems 
from a feeling on the part of pro- 
gram veepee “Bud” Barry that 
while the standard crime - show 
formula still pays off passably well 
in most cases, it’s time mystery 
airers were “vitalized” via dressing 
up in new slants to give them 
added listener appeal. The trio of 
Stanzas being axed, for instance. 
have made moderate sustainer | 





‘Showings in the rating stakes, but | 


(Continued on, page 41) | 





} 
$1,500,000 WORTH OF 'Davidson Taylor, CBS vice-prexy | 


AL i ’ 
STOP MUSIC’ SOLD 

ABC's four-quartered “Stop the 
usic” pie is three-quarters bought 
—but one of the takers won't be | 
_ to pick up his piece until | 
all. Meantime, the web still has | 
4 $500,000 price tag showing on the | 


8:15-30 segment of the hour-long | 


giveaway Goliath, and Crosley Ra- 
: od Corp. has grabbed an option on 
: at. Three-way sponsorship rep- 
ro egg $1,500,000 in network bill- 
: Speidel Corp., jewelry manufac- 
urer getting its feet wet in net- 
work radio, will be the first “Stop” 
Sponsor up, taking over the 8:30-45 
se May 23. Outfit picked up 

e tab vio Cecil & Presbrey 
on. Old Gold, which snagged 
a cream 8:45-9 slot ahead of 
Valter Winchell, will move in 
caer June 20 or 27. Ciggie agency 
8 Lennen & Mitchell. 

Third bankroller, Smith Bros. 


Via Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & | Fellowship at Harvard. Farnsworth 
Bayles agency, has delayed its tee- | Fowles. 


Of in the 8-8:15 time to Sept. 6. 


ai 


General Electric Co. He’ll serve in 


preted by some members to mean 
the Committee may have reached 
the conclusion it should not go af- 
ter agencies for allegedly favoring 
“pinkos or fellow-travelers” until 
legislation is on the books which 
provides a clear cut yardstick for 
a similar capacity with GE. determining just who is or is not 
De la Osso has been with the|to be considered subversive. ‘ 
network for more than a decade. Hebert was annoyed at FCC’s 
handling of Lamb’s applications on 
bd another count. The Ohio labor 

F Ne lawyer got all his permits “within 
oreign WS a two week period,” the Congress- 


men said, and contrasted this with 


De la Ossa Exits NBC 


Ernest de la Ossa, personnei di- 
rector at NBC, is resigning to join 








Question of Whether Stations May 
Censor Political Talks as Libelous 


May Be Put Into Laps 


of Congress 





This Exam Ain’t Civil 


li’s tough to qualify as a 
gabber for N. Y.’s city-owned 
WNYC. Of flock of aspirants 
who took a civil service exam 
for announcer appointments 
this past week, it’s reported 
not one passed. (Several years 
ago, Morris Novik, then WNYC 
director, gave the late Sidney 
Hillman the test, just to show 
him how stiff it was, and Hill- 
man flunked with a 42 score.) 

Some of the things the an- 
nouncer candidates are expect- 
ed to know: Who won Peabody 
awards this past year? What 
baseball player had the high- 
est major league batting aver- 


age in °47? ‘“Bizonia”’ is in 
what zone of Germany? What 
radio correspondent wrote 
“Not So Wild a Dream”? 


Select one of five named net- 
work shows that is not a co-op. 
What writer scripted “Seems 
Radio Is Here to Stay—a 
Verse Brochure’? And, “ar- 
peggio” is a musical figure 
identified with what musical 
instrument? 


+ Washington, May 11. 


, The Federal Communications 
| Commission may seek direction 
|from Congress befcre it adopts as 
final its controversial proposal 
| that stations may not censor poten- 
tially libelous statements in politi- 
;cal broadcasts. This, at any rate, 
| was the feeling of FCC staffers 
j}and industry observers who sat 
i through a heated argument on the 
| ruling Friday (7). 
| The political ukase was roundly 
|lambasted by a Texas Congress- 
| man, the National Assn. of Broad- 
|casters and counsel for a dozen 
| stations. The only support came 
|from the CIO and CIO Political 
+ Action Committee, which did not 
|appear at the argument but filed 
| a strong letter with FCC yesterday 
| (10). 
| At issue is the finding of five 
| FCC Commissioners in the WHLS, 
| Port Huron, Mich., case that See. 
315 of the Radio Act, which for- 
| bids licensees to censor airers of 
| political candidates, also bans any 
{screening of scripts for libel. 
| Equally controversial is a second 
interpretation of the Act that sta- 
tions may not be held liable for 
defamation in political stanzas. 
The radio men agree with the con- 








Atlanta's WAGA 
Goes CBS After 
Court Squabbl 


Atlanta, May 11. 

After considerable conjecture 
and much doubletalk it has been 
reliably reported that definite deals 
have been worked out whereby 
WAGA, Liberty Broadcasting 
(Storer chain) outlet here, will, in 
future, become affiliated with CBS. 
WAGA relinquished ABC affilia- 
tion last year and it was grabbed 
up by WCON, Atlanta Constitu- 
tion’s new station. 


At that time WAGA assumed 
that it had CBS affiliation in the 
sack, but WGST, owned by Georgia 
School of Technology. went to 
court and blocked transfer to 
WAGA, dispute ending in com- 
promise that left WGST with CBS 
for at least one year. 


WGST, however, will not be left 





the delays experienced by “good, | 
taft Under oes ordinary businessmen,” in their) 
oo with FCC. 


| Hebert added that he has infor- | 


bd mation FCC has granted permits to | 
R @ we aliens “in direct violation of 
la ‘the law.” Commission men said 


they had no idea to whom the 

CBS’ foreign news staff is cur- Congressman referred, He had 
rently undergoing its first extensive high praise for Commissioner Rob- 
reshuffle since the war's end. Move ert F. Jones, who was the only 
is a result of a tour of Europe and/FCC’er to raise violent objections 
the Near East made last month by |to licensing Lamb. 
The Lamb case has been public- 
over public affairs programming. | ized widely by the two Ohio pub- 
While expressing complete satis-| (Continued on page 41) 
faction with the work of the for- ; 
eign correspondents, Taylor in-| 


dicated that most of them ea -|Co e ° 
and needed a change of scenery. Series 
Howard Smith, chief of CBS— mmie 


$ \ 
European news bureau, will return 
from London June 1 for a re- 








‘fresher course in American politics. 
‘He'll attend the political conven- 
tions in Philadelphia, and while his 
broadcast duties have not been set, 
i he'll probably pitch in for the net- 
work coverage. L. 

| Stephen Laird, CBS’ Berlin 
correspondent who's currently 
‘bedded in German hospital by a 
‘liver infection, is moving to Lon- 
‘don to work together with Smith 
‘upon the latter's return. Allen 
| Jackson, from London, will move 
‘into Laird’s billet in Berlin. 
|George Polk, Athens correspond- 
lent, is planning a year’s leave of 
absence with hopes for a Neimann 


Palestine man, may re- 
(Continued on page 4) 
sui? & 


la 1 , 





On ABC Agenda 


ABC public affairs veepee Rob- 
ert Saudek has a series of three 
documentaries on Communism at 
the top of his list—but he’s having 
difficulty finding a writer for the 
assignment. He feels that the 
series must hew closely to an un- 
biased viewpoint, but finding a 
seripter who is neither pro-Com- 
munist nor anti-Communist is turn- 
ing into a search. 

Tentative plans call for a June 
teeoff for the series, but it may 
have to be delayed unless a top- 
notch writer without particular 
Communist leaning is turned up 





soon. 


‘ wer . 
DaAerOFPN aA ORs 


out in the cold without affiliation. 
They are scheduled to get a Mutual 
tieup. which is now aired. locally 
through WATL, which is owned by 


(Continued on page 41) 


NBC Roughened 
By Wax Decish 


There'll be lots of strange do- 
ings on the Tuesday night NBC 
kilocycles this summer, with the 
variety of moves and _ counter- 
moves stemming from Johnson's 
Wax decision to return the 9:30-10 
time to the network for the straw- 
hat season. 

Here’s what happens: Lever 
Bros., sponsor of Amos ’n’ Andy in 
the 9-9:30 time, will take over the 
9:30-10 Fibber period for its sum- 
mer replacement whodunit, “Call 





'the Police,” thus bracketing Lever 


with its Bob Hope replacement and 
permitting for the client discount 
on full-hour programming. 

Pabst, sponsors of Eddie Cantor 
in the Thursday night 10:30-11 pe- 
riod, moves into the Tuesday seg- 
ment being vacated by A & A with 
its Cantor replacement show, “The 
Thin Man.” But because NBC 
doesn't permit whodunit shows on 
its kilocycles before 9:30 p.m., 
“Thin Man” format will be re- 
vamped into a sophisticated com- 
edy stanza. 


clusions but think FCC’s go-ahead 
won't spare them in dealing with 
state courts. Commissioners Rob- 
ert F. Jones and Rosel Hyde, both 
of whom participated in the Friday 
argument, dissented with ‘the FCC 
majority in the WHLS decision. 
According to reports here, the 
| original majority opinion held FCC 
| couldn’t clear stations on libel but 
‘finally swung around to an op- 
| posite view. For this reason and 
in view of the storm of protest 
which it has raised, it was be- 
| lieved the agency may solicit Con- 
gressional advice, possibly through 
letters to the House and Senate 
Commerce Committees. 


Two-Faceted Opposition 

Industry opposition to the Port 
Huron ruling centered on two 
grounds last Friday: (1) Congress 
never intended to deny stations the 
right to screen scripts for libel; 
and (2) only Congress or the Su- 
pfeme Court—not FCC—has au- 
thority to exempt stations from 
libel actions in state courts. 

Dem. Lindley Beckworth, ap- 
pearing on behalf of the Attorney 
General of Texas, told the FCC: 
“Congress did not intend to per- 
mit the unlimited and unbridled 
use of the airwaves for the dissemi- 
nation of libelous, scandalous and 
obscene remarks in political broad- 
casts.” He said this would be the 
, natural result of FCC’s ruling and 
predicted Congress would never 
let the decision stand. 

On the other side of the fence, 
CIO publicity director Allen Swim 
wrote FCC that laber has encoun- 
tered heavy opposition in getting 
airtime for discussion oi non-poli- 
_ tical controversial issues. For that 

reason, “we are the more desirous 
that no obstacles be placed in the 
way of labor political candidates 
_to broadcast their views.” Threat 
ot libel action, Swim said, is fre- 
| quently used as an excuse to censor 
or ban altogether labor broadcasts. 


John Paris, Singer, Sues 
Cott, WNEW on Program 


John Paris, singer, has retained 
the law firm of Jaffe & Jaffe to rep- 
resent him in a claim against 
WNEW, New York, and Ted Cott, 
its vice-president and program di- 
rector. He claims the station is 
using his program idea without 
compensating him. 

According to Paris, he submitted 
an audition record of a program 
titled “Around the World with Mu- 
sic” to Cott a couple of months agw. 
Recently, he says, WNEW began 
broadcasting series called ‘‘Musie 
‘Round the World,” with a similar 
musical format. He asserts he’s 
been unable to contact Cott or any 
responsible WNEW official since 
then. 
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ATCH ME IF YOU CAN 
ith Bill Cullen, : stu- 
dic and phene contestants; 


George Bryan, announcer; Ber- 
nie ighton, Stan Freeman, 

Producer-Directors: Bill Todman, 
Mark Goodson 

30 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 


CBS, from New York 

The tempiation, under the cir- 
cumstances, is to tab this a “Stop 
the Music” without music. It’s 
like the new ABC show in that it 
employs the long-distance phoning 
technique, is a giveaway orgy, has 
a “mystery” gimmick designed to 
build up week-to-week suspense, 
and is pitted against toprated Sun- 
day night programming. On the 
other hand, the core of its format 
is somewhat more like Mutual’s 
“Take a Number,” or any one of a 
number of quiz. shows going strong 
teday, since it is woven around the 
old business of questions-and- 
answers on every subject under 
the sun. In other words, sort of a 
Dr. I.Q. with a lady in San Fran- 
cisco instead of in the balcony, plus 
mouthwatering loot instead of 
some silver dollars, plus a labori- 
ously contrived “secret sentence’ 
riding on a giant jackpot. Plus a 
piano duo for bridgework. 

CBS’ bid for giveaway glory 
made its getaway last Sunday (9) 
before a studio audience that 
seemed to have been whipped to a 
frothing frenzy for the takeoff, giv- 
ing out moans of ecstasy as Bill 
Cullen unveiled the booty—piano, 
wrist watch, radio-phonograph, dia- 
mond ring, DeSoto deluxe, etc.— 
all tantalizingly adjectived. Then 
the game got under way. It in- 
volved a “climber” contestant and 
a “challenger.” For every question 
the climber answered correctly, he 
went up one rung of the “ladder of 
success.” Up five rungs, he was at 

. “the Golden Door,” where he got 
a chance to figure out the “secret 
sentence” unlocking the big jack- 
pot. But if the climber missed a 
rung and the challenger challenged 
his wrong answer, the climber was 
eliminated, the challenger became 
the climber, and a new challenger 
was brought in. If the challenger, 
however, challenged a_ correct 
answer, he instead was knocked 
out and a new challenger brought 
on. It’s as simple as that. 

The secret sentence, incidentally, 
is first depicted in sound effects 
and voices, then pecked out on a 
“talking typewriter,” clicks of lat- 
ter indicating the number of let- 
ters and words in the sentence. 
One of the teeoff contestants—in 
fact, the first one up—got to the 
Golden Door, but couldn’t open it. 

Phone was used twice to ring in 
listeners as contestants, one being 
a woman in Providence, the second 
a femme in Frisco. (Listeners are 
invited to mail in postcards if they 
want to be called—a device which 
should flood CBS’ mailbags.) 

The questions are no great brain- 
twisters, but of course aren’t in- 
tended to be, since the object is 
primarily to dispense giveaways at 
as fast a clip as decently possible 
without making listeners and com 
— feel that’s all the show is 

or. 

Since that’s all it’s for really, 
though, the producers seem to have 
gone unnecessarily out of their way 
to complicate the necessary evil of 
the quiz format. These intricacies, 
plus the fanciful names tagged on 
the game’s gimmicks (“golden 
door,” ‘talking typewriter,” etc.), 

put one in mind of those gigged-up 
pope machines that thump and 

ash. They add a little fascination 
to the playing, but what the player 
is really there for is to try to 
knock off a jackpot. 

It’s bingo night in radio, and 
“Catch Me” is the newest attrac- 
tion on the ether boardwalk. Cul- 
len is a capable barker. Every- 
body’s on a giveaway binge. And 
while the jag lasts, the crowd will 
be as likely to turn in at CBS Sun- 
days at 9 as anyplace else. Doan. 


HAMLET 

With Jack McCabe, Bob Andrus, 
Anthony Messuri, Mimi Norton, 
Lola Fisher, Florence O’Grady, 
Will Walsh, Joseph Martin, 
Harry Paul, Roland Hughes, 
Frank Eichhorn, Jack McKeown 

Producer-Director: William A. 
Coleman 

Asst. Producer: Anthony Galano 

Music: Chris Kiernan 

120 Mins.; Sat. (24), 11 a.m, 

WFUV, Fordham Univ., N. Y. 
Fordham Univ.’s ambitious at- 

tempt to do “Hamlet” on the air 

was a noteworthy effort, and on 

the whole successful. Production, 

while dramatic, showed an im- 


' maturity natural in its participants. 


Delivery of the lines from many of 
the players was too rapid, so that 
the style of the production was fast 
rather than even-paced. It sounded 
too often as if lines were being 
read rather than declaimed. 

But clear delivery, clean enun- 
ciation and an eager spirit made 
up for amateurish qualities to 
make this an unusually interesting 

rogram, and a feather in Ford- 

m’s cap. Bron. 


and quality entertainment. 


A MORE PERFECT UNION 


With Robert Young, Edward G. 
Robinson, Anne ere, Barney 
Balaban, Charles E. Wilson, 


James Roosevelt, Justice Meier 
Steinbrink 

Producer; William Robson 

Writer: Ranald Macdougall 

30 Mins.; Sat., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

CBS, from Hollywood 

Back in the war years Ranald 
Macdougall ranked as one of the 
most forceful and yet down-to- 
earth documentary writers in the 
trade. He is remembered particu- 
larly for his early scripts on “The 
Man Behind the Gun.”’ Macdougall 
later went over to pictures. He 


had quite bn opportunity to show 
the old gift for pitching words 
through the mike on this program, 
through which the Anti-Defama- 
tion League of the B’nai B’rith 
presented its annual awards, but he 
muffed it sadly and regretfully. 
The words he pitched all sounded 
beautifully coming out of the 
mouths of trained actors but they 
missed fire because their meaning 
must have been away over the 
heads of the average listener. 


The conception of the documen- 
tary was admirable. The data was 
marshalled ‘with fine sense of or- 
der and dialectic appeal. The ci- 
tations from historical documents 
and the utterings of American 
leaders of gga thought fitted 
like precisely carved mosaics into 
the pattern of the documentary’s 
preachment on democracy and the 
practice of brotherhood, but it is 
doubtful whether the grand 
phraseology that sought to demon- 
strate the very significance of these 
ucts and the pattern was un- 
erstood by those who had most 
to gain from the recital. What 
saved the program from shadow- 
boxing with its target was the in- 
clusion of the plain speaking and 
indelible scene from “Crossfire” in 
which Robert Young, as the detec- 
tive chief, reduces the practices of 
hate to its raw essences and recalls 
the thing that happened to his own 
Irish grandfather. The repetition 
6f that scene, lasting but a few 
moments, imparted far greater 
cogency to the program’s theme 
than the thousands of words con- 
tained in the documentary. 
The presentation of the awards 
were effectively woven also into 
the documentary’s narrative, most 
of which was shouldered, and with 
much oratorical effect, by Edward 
G. Robinson. Justice Meier Stein- 
brink, of the N. Y. supreme court, 
second judicial district, officiated 
for the League. James Roosevelt 
accepted the award for his mother, 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, honored 
for her work on the United Nations 
Committee on Human _ Rights. 
Barney Balaban, president of Para- 
mount, in accepting the award for 
his major instrumentality in bring- 
ing the “Freedom Train” to the 
people, said that the thing about 
the recognition which gratified 
him most was that he, who came 
of emigrant parents, had been 
able through the “Train” to show 


that “freedom finds its noblest 
expression in the practice of 
brotherhood.” 


Young, who recreated the bit 
from “Crossfire,” accepted the 
award for the film’s producer, Dore 
Schary. Anne Revere did the ac- 
ceptance for Darryl Zanuck, pro- 
ducer of “Gentleman’s Agree- 
ment.” Also ne as for him- 
self was Charles E. Wilson, head 
of General Electric, honored by 
the League as chairman of the 
committee which turned in the 
“Report on Civil Rights” to Presi- 
dent Truman. Wilson remarked 
that the “curse of second-class 
citizenship” is most inimical to the 
“American dream,” while Roose- 
velt, quoting his mother, pointed 
out that dignity and integrity of 
man ona world scale was no longer 
a “subject of debate but an un- 
alterable reality.” 

William Robson’s direction was 
of a distinguished order. There 
were no frayed ends and the qual- 
ity of the pacing was eet + 

c. 


BOB REED AND HIS PIANO 
30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 8 a.m. 
WTAM, Cleveland 


The morning air around North- 
ern Ohio takes on an additional 
sparkle with the advent of Bob 
Reed. The former WOR piano- 
tickler and mirth man, Reed gives 
the Cleveland-listening audience a 
stanza of musical talent that should 
go far. 

He sings, he plays, he recites; he 
even ties in the three spot com- 
mercials with adroit handling. Par- 
ticularly strong on the blackface 
aud blarney dialect, Reed is able 
to make with a change of pace that 
should hold an audience. 


For the station, it marks another 
step in bolstering its a.m. program- 
ming with emphasis on are 

ark. 
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ROBERT Q. LEWIS SHOW 


With Ruth Gilbert; Vic Damone, 
guest; Howard Smith orch 


Producer-Director: Will Roland 


Writers: Lewis, Coleman Jacoby, 
Bobby Cohen, Ernest Lehman 


30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 
CBS, from New York . 

A little more sparkle in the 
scripting division, and the projec- 
tion of Robert Q. Lewis in the CBS 


comedic pattern may yet bear 
fruition. In his various wander- 
ings around the CBS late night, 
morning and afternoon kilocycles, 
this new late afternoon showcase, 
which finds Lewis holding down 
the difficult assignment of filling 
the 5 to 5:30 slot cross-the-board, 
most closely approximates the 
youthful comedian’s potential as an 
air personality. 


Not that they’ve found the an- 
swer yet. Not by a long shot. On 
last Friday’s (6) session, rounding 
out the first week of the new show, 
Lewis was groping and flounder- 
ing for a goodly part of the half- 
hour, with some innocuous mono- 
loging that added up to exactly 
nothing. But there wasn’t a cliche 
in the 30-minute round. Every so 
often, particularly in the sequences 
with Ruth Gilbert (incidentally, 
one of the show’s most valued as-. 
sets), and again in the byplay with 
guestar Vic Damone, a refreshing 
quality projected itself. 


It’s all very casual, and right- 
fully so, but unfortunately much 
of the writing is too casual. It 
needs sharpening. Otherwise, the 
stanza is a laudable effort toward 
spicing up a time of day when 
audience participation shows and 
soap operas saturate the airlanes. 
Rose. 


RED BARBER’S CLUB HOUSE 
With Red Barber 

Writers: John Derr, Judson Bailey 
Producer: Jack Carney 

30 Mins.: Sat., 5:30 p.m. 
Sustaining : 

CBS, from New York. 


This new show (aired live over 
the network at 10 a.m. and plat- 
tered over the flagship in the late 
afternoon), represents a CBS pitch 
for the Saturday juve audience. 
Main attractions are the sports ma- 
terial and Red Barber, who cuts a 
highly likable figure before a 
mike. Format of this program, 
however, is a cut-and-dry quiz duel 
between opposing teams selected 
from teen-age community groups. 
As a slight novelty, Barber brings 
along a leading sports personality 
to guest on the show. 


Kickoff stanza last Saturady (8) 
brought contingents from the Boys 
Club of N. Y. and Police Athletic 
League face to face with Barber 
popping questions ranging over 
various sport fields. One kid was 
asked what he would do if he heard 
someone yell “fore” on a_ golf 
course. He said that he would yell 
back “‘five.’”” However, the queries 
and repies are usually more rou- 
tine. Bucky Harris, manager of the 
Yankees, was interviewed briefly 
on his ball club’s prospects and 
served as a judge for one compli- 
cated teaser pose to the kids. Win- 
ners receive $25 bonds. Herm. 


THE LIGHT THAT FAILED 


With George Ball, Muriel Ames, 
Art Paterson, Jerry Carr, David 
Platt, Bob Harris; John Mc- 
Knight, announcer 

Writers: Clifford Evans, 
Cantor 


Producer-Director: Evans 
15 Mins.; Sun., 2 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WHLI, Hempstead, L. I. 


This wee-watter packs a mighty 
public service wallop. Last winter 
it tackled the Long Island Railroad 
in a documentary series titled ““Op- 
eration Snafu,” lambasting the 
poor service delivered by the rail- 
road during the great blizzard of 
1947. This time, WHLI is playing 
David to the Goliath of the Long 
Island Lighting Co., which services 
Nassau County with gas and elec- 
tricity. These 15-minute sessions 
are only modest productions but 
they are competent, pointed, infor- 
mative and interesting. 


Major beef in this series is the 
frequent breakdowns occurring in 
the gas supply for Long Island 
residents and the high rates charged 
for inadequate service. Opening 
show outlined the predicament of 
gas consumers and nailed the com- 
pany for making almost $2,000,000 
profit in 1947 while complaining of 
lack of funds. The facts were de- 
tailed through a technique of nar- 
ration and drama similar in style 
to the major network documentar- 
ies, but without the production 
furbelows. Most surprising and 
laudatory, however, is this small 
station’s fearlessness in climbing 
out on a limb against a powerful 
corporation, erm. 
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FRONT PAGE 
With Dick Powell, Bill Conrad, 
Betty Lou Gerson, June Feray, 
Jill Moore, Berry Kroeger, 
Charles McGraw, Paul Frees, 
Peter Leeds; Owen James, an- 
nouncer; Arthur Adlam, conduc- 


tor 
Producer: Don Stark 
Director: William Rousseau 
Lid gia Morton Fine, David Freid- 

kin 
30 Mins.; Thur., 8 p.m., EDT 
Sustaining 
ABC, from Hollywood 

It’s about time radio got around 
to doing an official adaptation of 
“Front Page” and paying royalties 
to its authors, Ben Hecht and 
Charles MacArthur. For scripters 
of newspaper shows have been 
cribbing from the 20-year-old play 
for years. In fact, the pattern of 
the Hildy Johnson-Walter Burns 
guerilla warfare has become so 
hackneyed that it may have spoiled 
as many radio programs as it has 
young reporters. For nearly all 
scripters write their newspaper 
men in terms of Hildy and his 
editor, cue-tossers almost invari- 
ably direct them that way, and 
actors emphasize the wiseguy char- 
acteristics. Hecht and MacArthur 
are now apparently due for the 
proper payment for all this mimeo- 
graphing they spawned. 

The radio version of “Front 
Page” ~ is meeps Tf not going to 
legitimatize the old hokum. If any- 
thing, scripters Morton Fine and 
David Freidkin are out to top the 
pays picture of boozing, bragging, 
rawling newspaper adventurers 
in the accepted tradition that com- 
mercial radio drama has to be not 
merely larger than life, but twice 
as loud and four times as lurid. 

The program’s opening episode 
used the play's two chief charac- 
ters and took off from the same 
lot. Its version of the Chicago 

xaminer city room sounded like 
a pene crowd in a_ boiler 
factory. he yarn was still about 
the case of the escaped murderer, 
but the plot, and all the subordin- 
ate characters (with the possible 
exception of th peg-head Mayor) 
were freely adapted. The famous 
tagline about the stolen watch was, 
naturally, completely gone. 

One or two lines (such as, “this 
is the hottest story since the Ital- 
ian election’) were apparently in- 
tended to modernize the story, but 
didn’t really alter its quaint Pro- 
hibition-era quality. The attempt 
to write vivid narrative and dialog 
seemed forced. 

The production and performance 
also pushed the loud and speed 
pedals, with no waste effort for 
subtlety or pacing. As he has 
demonstrated in both films and 
radio, Dick Powell can be a con- 
vincing and likable toughie when 
he has a well written part and pro- 
pulsive lines. In this instance, how- 
ever, he was merely tough, and 
there was insufficient voice-distinc- 
tion between him and Bill Conrad, 
playing Walter Burns. The other 
actors weren’t identified by role, 
but those playing the Mayor, the 
nitery singer and Frankie were 
notable. Arthur Adlam’s musical 
themes and cues suggested the 
smokey clatter of backstreet 
saloons. Hobe. 


MAKE MINE MUSIC 

With Billy Leach, Connie Russell, 
Caesar Petrillo’s orch; Charles 
Fredericks, guest. 

Producer: Skee Wolf 

Writer: Mort Hall 

30 Mins.; Sun., 3:30 (CDT) 

Sustaining 

CBS, from Chicago ? 

This season’s standard model 
musical from Chi has much to rec- 
ommend it, considering that such 
shows are meant to have all the 
permanence of an ice cube under 
the July sun. “Make Mine Music” 
has Connie Russell and Billy Leach 
as vocalists, with the latter doing 
the verbal segues. Their turns, 
plus a 28-piece orch and a guest 
spot, add up to a relaxing half-hour 
that won't retard the digestion of 
Sunday’ dinners on warm after- 
noon 

Leach, one time singer with the 
Raymond Scott and Guy Lombardo 
orchs, has developed a personable 
way with dialog during two years 
as a WBBM staffer. His borderline 
baritone-tenor is well suited to the 
light lyrics he lofted on the preem 
(9). Connie Russell hit the right 
nuances of bittersweet amor in her 
brace of low-flamers. ‘Together, 
they made an okay blend of “You 
Were Meant for Me.” 

Caesar Petrillo’s orch gave fluid 
accompaniment and responded on 
the mark in meaty orchestrations 
of “Kiss in the Dark” and “Lady 
of Spain.” Standout was violinist 
Fritz Siegel’s bowing of “Golden 
Earrings.” 

In the guest spot Charles Fred- 
ericks, co-headliner of the operetta 
“My Romance,” which folded here 
last week, baritoned nobly in 
“Glory Road” and “Donkey’s Ser- 
enade.” 

Show, in sum, does an_all right 
job for the net and listeners, too. 





CARLE COMES CALLIN 
ve gg =< Orch, ‘ater ’ 
ime Tees Blaney 


Peeoey- Diaper: Glenhall Tay. 


or 
30 Mins.; Sunday 5:30 p.m. 
ELECTRIC COMPANIES 
CBS, From New York 

Srna ‘% vk Ayer) 

rankie Carle’s orchestra 
buted Sunday (9) as the summer 7 
placement for Phil Spitalny on the 
program sponsored by various elec. 
tric power companies. His start 
was poorly devised. What might 
have been a good “mood” show 
considering the basic talent avail. 
able in Carle, turned out to be just 
another band remote. It meant 
nothing, amounted to just a pleas- 
ant, but poorly paced half-hour. 

Carle opened with “I'll Get By,” 
using an up-tempo arrangement 
bridged by his own pianisties 
which barely served to introduce 
the bands’ main point—Carle him. 
self. Then there was a succession 
of weak pops down to a Mother’s 
Day salute “My Mother's Eyes” and 
through “Beg Your Pardon.” From 
there in the show’s producers 
seemed to be searching for the for- 
mat or “mood” that might have 
been thought out before the pro- 
gram hit the air. There was 
“Diane,” from Carle’s excellent 
“Girl Friends” album (Columbia) 
and “Carle Meets Chopin.” 

An idea might be for Carle to 
thread three or four “Girl Friends” 
arrangements, which use only his 
extremely saleable pianistics and 
his rhythm section, until such time 
that there aren’t any more of such 
tunes to dig up. Then start on a 
similar idea, could be city names, 
etc. This at least. would provide 
some pacing since it would relieve 
the use of the full band. It figures 
that other ideas could be devel- 
oped to create some mood that 
would make better use of Carle’s 
productive keyboard talent than 
allowing his band to smother it, 
Full band isn’t that strong. 

Carle has Marjorie Hughes, his 
daughter, back with him. She did 
a better job on “There Ought to Be 
a Society” (duo with Gregg Law- 
rence) and others solo than she has 
in the past. She sounded good. 
Lawrence is something else. He's 
nowhere. Starlighters were okay. 

Commercials, stressing the 
“neighborliness” of the combined 
power companies which back Carle, 
were fair enough. Pointed out the 
job they do in promoting industry 
locally, by supplying i, coe 

Wood. 


KNAVE OF HEARTS 
With Richard Woelhaf, Bill Jones, 

Barbara Peters, Jim Herrick, Dr. 

Edgar Durbin 
Producer: Charles Roberts 
Director: Clayton Brace 
Writer: Elliot Wager 
15 Mins.; 10:15 p.m., Sun. 
Sustaining 
KLZ, Denver 
Following station policy of keep- 
ing one es issue hot at all 
times, K gang has turned from 
the cause and cure of divorce ina 
previous series to the medical, 
social, and economic problems of 
heart disease. 

Format is a 15-minute docu- 
mentary with a local medico being 
interviewed in last four minutes to 
drive the problem home. Opener 
of series took up rheumatic fever, 
the unseen visitor on the nation’s 
schoolgrounds. 

Production was on a par with 

Denver’s best, with script carrying 
ee honors. Hammond organ 
bridges and dramatic punctuations 
too ambitious for local keyboarder 
with exception of sound of a heart 
fighting to keep going, and finally 
collapsing. 
Show hit air with howitzer pro- 
motion in all media. Station 
plugged show all week, with mayor 
and governor doing spots. News- 
paper ads and car-cards spotted 
show’s sharp title. State Medical 
Society cooperating with barrage 
of direct mail and offers of give- 
aways. ’ 


ORPHION CHORAL SOCIETY 
With Georgette Giboin, Walter 
Beaupre, announcer 

120 Mins.; Thurs. (6), 8:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WCOU-FM, Lewiston, Me. 

FM adjunct to wee-watter has 
swung into independent program- 
ring in 4 manner reminiscent of 
some of early promises of new 
brand of broadcasting. Outlet 1s 
using a few of parent’s Mutual in- 
clusions, but largely it’s local com- 
munity stuff, as witness this in 
toto airing of annual concert of 
local choral group. 

Item <oesn’t rate notice solely 
on basis of novelty angle, either. 


it made for easy listening, and for 
the dur ion. Franco-American 
mi!'towns n area have long stand- 
ing reps «s favorable nurturing 


grounds tor top musicianship 
(Larry Brooks, Rudy Vallee, et al.), 
with Orehien Choral Society of 





Baxt. 





‘Continued on page 38) 
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{ From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Gill Warren has resigned from Newell-Emmett agency, where, as 
publicity director, she did some multiple drum beating for Chesterfield 
(Supper Club and Arthur Godfrey) and the N. Y. Giants radio-video 
series. She'll continue with her mag pieces....Virginia Momand, 
writer-producer-director of WOV’s kudosed “American Family” series, 
is checking out of the station this week. She'll freelance....ABC cut- 
iing an audition disk today (Wed.). of a new melo-comedy, “Desmond 
Garrick,” by John Griggs and Alan Rogers, with former doing the lead 
and staffer Clark Andrews directing ... Margaret Draper featured in a 
new WOR show, “There’s Always a Woman,” Friday (14)....Treva 
Frazee of Theatre Guild’s “Iceman Cometh” now auditioning for radio 
and tele....WOR prexy Ted Streibert elecied to represent the radio 
industry on the board of the Broadway Assn.....CBS announcers and 
network operations staff gifted John Tillman with an onyx pen and 
jJamp set last week on his bowout, after nine years as a CBS gabber, to 
join WPIX tele. He’s taking a week’s vacation in the old homestead, 
Clio, Ala., before starting the new stint. 

Scripter Lillian Schoen expanding into the short story field.... 
General Mills renewed “Lone Ranger,” “Green Hornet,” “Famous Jury 
Trials’ and “Betty Crocker Magazine” on ABC....Masonic Grand 
Lodge of New York State has awarded Bob Wilson of Mutual publicity 
the title of “Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge” for his work 
in Masonic pioneering via radio this past year....Terry Clyne, account 
exec on the Bulova billing, named to the Biow agency’s plans board as 
specialist on radio and tele....Hank McCuen in town from the Coast 
for agency huddles in connection with his KFI (Hollywood) show.... 
It was the Radio Directors Guild, not the Writers ditto, which recently 
returned unused strike fund contributions to the donors. The Writers 
Guild is going ahead with plans for a strike against the agencies, prob- 
ably deadlined for early fall, and is thus obviously not spurning strike 
fund gifts....Walter Seldon joined the Biow agency and has gone to 
the Coast to produce the new Phil Baker quiz show, “Everybody Wins’”’ 
.... Madeleine Carroll and conductor Jack Miller became godparents 
Sunday (9) of the Harry Ackermans’ (Mary Shipp) infant son. 


“Ford Theatre” producer George Zachary papa of a newborn girl 
named Susan Fleurette ... Plagued by a strep throat during a Gotham 
visit, Jean Hendrix of WSB, Atlanta, reports from magnolia-land that, 
just to cap off the junket, her plane home caught fire and had to 
make a forced landing .. . Getaway show of WDHN, new FM’er in 
New Brunswick, got assists from Mutual’s Jack Barry, WHN’s Marty 
Glickman and WOV’s Bill Williams, among others . . . Adam Young, 

r., Inc., radio station rep outfit, added Tom Malone, Paul Wilson and 

teve Machcinski to its board .. . ABC’s Grace Johnsen new prexy of 
the Ad Women of N. YY... . Evelyn Pierce, Compton agency’s daytime 
radio boss, in Hollywood for story huddles with Irna Phillips, creator 
of ‘Guiding Light.” 

Art Henley billed to dissect comedy construction Monday (17) before 
NYU evening class in playwriting ... Bob White, head of WMCA’s 
record dept., partied by station pals on wedding anni... Add every- 
body’s-getting-in-the-awards-act: WNBC won the Linguaphone Insti- 

ute’s third annual award for excellent diction by announcers .. . 
herman Dryer Productions forming a subsid to market tele films .. . 
Casey Allen into a running part on the NBC daytimer “Road of Life” 
. . » Gail Ingram continues as a scripter of “Big Story,” along with 

llan Sloane, Arnold Perl and Max Ehrlich .. . WOR sales manager 

ugene Thomas now known among Navajos as Chief Ta Yonie. Tribe’s 
medicine man inducted him at the Ad Club last week ... Arline 
Blackburn and John McGovern added to “David Harum” cast. . 
zohn Raby and Spencer Bentley new to “Our Gal Sunday.” ... Leonard 

raube has resigned as veepee of the Earle Ferris public relations 

rm to become an independent publicist and trade relations consultant. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Bernie Schubert closed a deal with Mutual for a fall sustaining run 
of George O’Hanlon’s comedy piece built around his film short charac- 
ter, Joe McDoakes . . . Renewals came through for Gordon McRae 
and Evelyn Knight and the Texaco thrushes will tweet through the 

ummer ... Edgar Bergen packed up his dummies and led the cast east 
or season’s washup in New York May 30. Producer Earl Ebi passes the 
17-week layoff by moving over to the controls of the replacer, Robert 
Shaw Chorus . . . CBS appeal to district court on $35,000 award to 
Jack Stanley for appropriation by the network of his program, Holly- 
wood Preview, was denied day after petition was filed . . . Changes 
in writing staffs moves Milton Geiger into Fred Brennan’s spot on 
Mickey Rooney’s “Shorty Bell,” and Sherwood Schwartz replaced 
Artie Phillips on “Beulah.” ... Anacin gave Hollywood Star Preview 
a new ticket and the dramatic piece rolls on through the hot months .. . 
— Bence took over the emceeing duties on “What's the Name of 
Sy Song?” following the death of “Dud” Williamson . . . Old Gold 
ns passing up a summer replacement and turning over the eight-week 

ll to CBS .. . Hollywood Ad Club tossed a salute to Metro's frequency 
Panlation station, with Manager Bill MacCrystal taking a bow and 
ies Petersen, MG radio director, running on a flock of talent .. . 

rt Rush is back east to wrap up the Quaker Oats deal for Roy 
ai gers . . . Biow shipped Ed Feldman to Hollywood to continue as 
ay of “Take It or Leave It.” That frees Bill Lawrence for Screen 
wey Players and his sundry television interests . . . “Your Witness,” 
tele of the audience participating whodunits, is being revived for 
elevision by Ashmead Scott and Bob Longnecker, who are putting it 
on film at the Hal Roach studio .. . NBC dispatched four studio 
aeeneers to New York for four months training in television tech- 
alee - . . Sandy Cummings, one-time with Benton & Bowles and 
th ently a picture producer, joined Nick Keesly at Sam Saffe to handle 
the list for radio and pictures , 
p Han np in Hollywood” are Brewster Morgan of Compton, and 
nF Ss Gail Smith and Bill Craig .. . Claude Sweeten’s got his doc’s 
th y to pick up the baton again and he’s the favored candidate for 

ie music on the Groucho Marx show this fall .. . Oscar Turner com- 
or his mission for NBC in New York and returns to the net in 
ahi co. as aide to Frank “Bud” Berend, sales and sales promotion 
war or the western division .. . Jim McFadden of McKee & Albright 
ne make a choice of Charlie Herbert or Bunny Coughlin as producer 
oh e Sealtest summer show .. . Joe Wolters, CBS announcer, took 
Morag er in his sleep and hospitalized with a broken collar bone... 
dhe i tawford cancelled out her Screen Guild Players booking when 
peo — it would be before a live audience. Just doesn’t like 
“Hee e watching her work . .. Harry Von Zell moved in as emcee of 
P oad Desire” when Ben Alexander was dry-docked with nervous 
ives an - « « Bill Goodwin’s “Johnny Fletcher” series on ABC 
on = back to May 30 takeoff... Maj. Barney Oldfield coming out 
me € NAB convention to display his sartorial effects and spread 
ound good will for the Army. 


IN CHICAGO .. . 





Phil Patton leaves ABC’ , it P 
C’s production staff Saturday (15 to join 
Ralph 4 Productions as exec director of “Ladies Be Seated.” ... 


Schulenburg, former station re is th t recruit on 

: ’ pper, is the newes 

ny S Sales force ., . Swaney, Drake & Bement has been renamed 

Ed Sh F. Swaney, Inc. . . . Pat Campbell, of WGN programming, and 
ort, WJJD’s promotion chief, plan to wed in August... Jeff 








HARRY SALTER 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


Stop the Music—ABC 
It Pays to Be Ignorant—CBS 








Radio Listener Council 
Formed in Northern Cal. 


Aims to Raise Standards 


San Francisco, May 11. 
A radio listener council rivalling 
those of Cleveland and Wisconsin 








RABI 29 
Washington, May 11. 
KFI Nixes Candidates 2 | 
all-time record rate, licensees got 
lof losing their franchises if they 
Sen. Robert Taft, Gov. Earl War- {in writing. 
Bill Ryan, general manager of the |in recent months” by the failure of 


FCC Warns Li 
ams Licensees of Revocation 
With persons moving in and out 
Until They're Nominated |@ stift warning from the FCC last 
KFT has nixed NBC’s “Living—|transfer control of their stations 
ren, Henry Wallace, Norman’ The Commission noted that “it 
Los Angeles NBC affiliate, statéd |several licensees to comply with 


If Stock Transfer Isn't Reported 
of the statigh ownership field at an 
_week that they stand a good chance 

Hollywood, May 11. ‘ 
1948” broadcasts of speeches by | without first getting FCC approval 
Thomas and Gov. Thomas Dewey. has become increasingly disturbed 
that political programs by candi- | Sec. 310 (b) of the radio act which 


| dates for the Presidency of the|requires FCC’s approval before 
United States will not be broad-jcontroiling stock interests may be 
cast until those candidates have | transferred. 

been officially nominated by their| In “several recent cases,” FCC 


parties. |said it has been asked to approve 

Ryan stated that station is avail-| such stock sales only after the fact. 
able for non-political reports to the Control of stations may be effected, 
people by the President, Governor | the Commission added, even when 
of California, Mayor of L. A., and |a majority of the stock is not in- 
president of the county board of | volved. The radio agency was also 
supervisors and that other requests | irked by another practice which 
for non-political time would be | some stations have been following, 
given individual consideration. | apparently on advice of attorneys. 
Policy also applies to candidates |The stations show stock transfers 
and issues; local and State. in the annual ownership reports 








is promised in the formation of a 
group here called Radio Listeners 


of Northern California, represent- | 
ing 35 of the Bay City’s leading | 


civic, welfare, educational and re- 
ligious organizations. Objectives 
already outlined by the group are 
four-fold: “To obtain better radie 
programs; to work out balanced 
distribution of such programs 
throughout the listening day; to 
urge the responsible use of radio 
as a social force, and to stimulate 
the listening public to exercise its 
rights, privilege and duties.” 
“Because radio audiences are 
largely inarticulate,” said acting 
chairman Edwin Rich, headmaster 
of the Town School for Boys, “we 
hope to serve as a channei to con- 
vey the ideas and opinions of local 
listeners to the broadcasters. We 


which they file with FCC and then 
" wait for the agency to decide 
i) ( ti “i whether a formal application to 
. 4) r on: 
Is Indie WINX 
Now a Network? 


transfer control of the station is 
Washington, May 11. 


necessary. 

Broadcasters were warned to 

keep the FCC fully informed on all 

stock transfers so that in doubtful 

or borderline cases, the govern- 

ment has all the facts before it be- 

fore such sales are made. Igno- 

ance or uncertainly, stations were 

warned, is no excuse and hereafter 
Disclosure today (Tues.) by 
WINX, indie here, that it’s now us- 
ing three 250-watt transmitters to 
more adequately cover the metro- 
politan D.C. area, perked immedi- 
ately interest in local radio circles. 
It’s the first operation of its. kind 
in the country and may, observers 
believe, occasion some kickbacks 


the Commission may nix sales 
made without its prior approval. 
\from other stations, feeling being 


With this warning, the Commis- 
sion proceeded to approve sale of 
KTSW, Emporia, Kan. In Decem- 
ber, the station’s bid to sell had 
been tabbed for hearing to decide 
whether or not the principals, act- 
ing jointly or individually, had not 
in fact already acquired control of 
the station. At the time, FCC con- 
sidered revocation-of-license pro- 








intend to analyze and criticize pro- | that the WINX setup, in effect, ceedings against KTSW. The sta- 


mans broadcast in this- area.” 
An active participant in the new 
council-is Mrs. Horaee J. Cochrun, 


| gives the indie three 250-watt sta- | 
| tions. 
WINX has moved its main trans- 


tion later admitted it should have 
filed an earlier transfer applica- 
tion with FCC but acted on the 


Soo yen Nae 


> peers me 








Re ee oe 
mone aa SS tmmaphentiere stan migrant meses — - 
oa Tahal aarte nese sap at Wit ata ayn 3 = Sout co Lowes by Ceres 











information chairman of the group | mitter from downtown Washington 
and radio chairman of the local|to Arlington, Va., and has estab- 
American Assn. of University |lished 250-watt boosters at the 
Women, which has a well estab-| downtown site and at Rock Creek 
lished radio listeners’ committee | Park, in the Chevy Chase-Beth- 


. . In town to help shape the new 





here. “If the broadcasters do not 
voluntarily improve the quality of 
programs, public opinion may en- 
force regulations on the industry,” 
she commented. “The airwaves be- 
long to all the people. The public 
has a legal right to challenge the 
license of a local station if that 
station is not satisfying the com- 
munity.” 

University Women’s Bay Branch 
has a 30-member committee of 
“trained litseners’” who meet week- 
ly to tabulate opinions on pro- 
grams. A “Good Listening” list of 
recommended programs, compiled 
annually by them, is revised sev- 
eral times during the year to keep 
it up to date. 


Irene Beasley Peddling 
New ‘Junior Partners’ 


Irene Beasley has put together 
a new juve quiz show, “Junior 
Partners,” which she’ll peddle as 
a half-hour or 15-minute strip. The 
audition record, produced by Todd 
Russell from a script by Lillian 
Schoen, has Russell as m.c. and 
Dan Donaldson as announcer. 

Miss Beasley already has a musi- 
cal audience participation series, 
“Grand Slam,” at 11:30 a.m. across 
the board on CBS for Continental 
Baking, through the Ted Bates 
agency. 


Weil Sits It Out 


Because he’s currently be- 
twixt and between in negotia- 
tions to dispose of his WOV 
bilingual station in New York 
under the FCC duopoly rule, 
Arde Bulova has sent through 
a memo to “keep all expenses 
down to a minimum.” Edict 
means that Ralph Weil, station 
manager, can’t get anyone to 
pick up the tab on a N. Y.-to- 
L.A. trip for the NAB conven- 
tion next week. 

Result is that Weil is sitting 
this one out, despite the fact 
that he was one of the key 
broadcasters among the indies 
in the formulation of the NAB 
Code, which gets tep attention 














esda-Silver Springs area of Mary- 
land. Three transmitters are linked 
by micro-wave relay. 

WINX claims its nighttime cov- 
erage has been increased about 
200% via the booster system. 


CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
SETS STAND ON CODE 


Radio committee of the Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union, meet- 
ing in New York last Thursday (6), 
delegated Morris Novik and ex- 
FCC chairman James Lawrence 
Fly to outline ACLU’s views on the 
proposed NAB code at an NAB 
board meeting in Los Angeles May 
15. 

Committee went on record as 
“heartily endorsing and welcom- 
ing” the code’s requirement of a 
clear distinction between news re- 
porting and news analysis. How- 
ever, the group, which has been 
very critical of code provisions in 
general, still objected to broad- 
caster “control and supervision of 
content, format and presentation of 
news commentary and analysis,” 
feeling that qualified commentators 
should have freedom of judgment. 











Raceway Disk Stanza 


Prepped by WINS, N.Y.|. 


WINS, Crosley-owned N. Y. in- 
die, is srepping a one-hour cross- 
the-board nightly disk and gab 
stanza to originate from the club- 
house of Roosevelt Raceway, Long 
Island, featuring celeb interviews, 
harness racing results and base- 
ball scores. Program is being of- 
fered for approximately 26-week 
sponsorship, coinciding with Race- 
way’s meet, which starts May 21 
and extends threugh October. 


Show is slated for the 10:45- 
11:45 p.m. slot and Lou Melamed, 
creator of the stanza, is bidding 
for a name disk jockey to take 
it over. Although WINS has 28 
night ballgames calendared, there’s 
apparently no conflict with the 
proposed airer. Program is cal- 
culated, in fact, to get a hypo from 





wrong advice of its counsel. In 
Feb., 1948, it filed a retroactive bid 
to sell. 


BRT Cancels Out Cleve. 
Show in Protest Over 
WJW Doubling Its Rate 


Cleveland, May 11. 

WJW, having felt the blast of a 
baseball ruckus, now finds itself 
blasted by the Brotherhood of Raii- 
road.-Trainmen for doubling its 
rates on the ABC Dorothy Fuld- 
heim newscast. 

Instead of paying the double 
rate, BRT dropped the show here. 

Boost in rates, according to 
WJW, is in line with station’s long 
established policy of charging 
double for “controversial” pro- 
grams. 

According to trainmen, station 
told Mrs. Fuldheim that something 
“might be done about the station's 
policy of double rates for ‘contro- 
versial’ programs, so that her BRT 
show might go under regular 
rates.” 

“Nothing more was heard until 
Charles Hunter, program director, 
called the show’s New York agent 
and told him the story of the 
double rate demand. BAY 

“The agent refused to accept 
the call, asked for it in writing, 
pointing out that the show was sold 
through ABC. .. . Hunter then 
dropped the April 17 show.” 

BRT charges Fuldheim was of- 
fered at regular rates when she was 
sustaining and that neither “Walter 
Winchell, nor Drew Pearson are 
considered controversial enough to 
warrant double charges.” 

Railroad also claims that Fuld- 
heim, when in New York, was told 
by ABC the net could see no rea- 
son for double charge. 

A. F. Whitney, president of 
BRT, maintains “that under no 
circumstances will we pay the 
double rate, nor will we permit any 
of the companies to penalize us, 
merely because we are a labor or- 
ganization.” 

With WJW out, the weekly 
Saturday show is being carried 
over WJMO, indie, as special favor 
to ABC and BRT. WJMO also has 
a policy of no controyersial pro- 

















on the convention agenda. ball fans who are gee-gee addicts. grams. 





(Continued on page 38) 





ee 
2 OTe 


BLA. 


at 
Sete, 


Tpchate ieee 


a 


~ oe ag: ty 
ect gee terre mt Foy ek Tareas, 


1 ke 


— 
TS » 


ela 
PETS 





TELEVISION 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, May 12, 194g 





The 


‘Extras’ Get the Clients Down; 


Shooting of Film Is No. 1 Phobia 





Ad agency executives who have * 


been active in the buying of tele- 
vision say that what may break the 
camel’s back before the medium 
can really get rolling commercially 
is the mass of extra costs that a 
client finds deluging him after he 
has assented to a flier in video. 
These plusses, bewail the agency 
men, have made it impossible for 
them to give a client anything near 
an approximation of what his 
video campaign will cost him. 


BISHOP’S CONSECRATION 
GETS 1ST TELE SHOWING 


Buffalo, May 11 

For the first time in church his- 
tory, consecration ceremonies for 
a new bishop will be telecast by 
WBEN-TV May 13 when Dr. 
Lauriston L. Scaife will be in- 
ducted as Bishop of the Episco- 
palian diocese of Western New 


The keepers of the budget say | yor;. 


they realize that the operators of 
the medium and the servicing or- 
ganizations allied to it are going 
through the groping period, but 
they have discovered to their dis- 
may that the client won't take that 
as an answer when he inquires why 
his bill comes to three or four 
times the original estimate. The 
complaint about extras among 
agency men have almost taken on 
the chant of the blues. 


They speak of extras for studio 
time, extras for cameras, for re- 
mote facilities, for even the re- 
hearsal of a commercial film, for 
the editing of a commercial, for 
storing the film (since the law re- 
quires a special fire-guarded re- 
pository), for announcers and ex- 
tras for numerous other unantici- 
pated items. 


What has become, say the agency 
men, the No. 1 phobia in making 
up an accounting sheet for video is 
the shooting of commercial film. 
They report that they have yet to 
experience a case of winding up 
with such a job at a cost that 
wasn’t at least 50% over the orig- 
inal estimate. Cited from .this 
quarter are instances where the 
final bill has been three and four- 
fold the expectation. Pointed to 
as a classic case in this regard is 
Chesterfield’s experience, which, 
according to reports, started off 
with an estimate of $40,000 for the 
plug film on its N. Y. Giants base- 
ball telecasts over WNBT, N. Y., 
and came out of the plunge with an 
ge rey bill closer to $100,- 

0. 


These agency execs think that 
WPIX, the N. Y. Daily News out- 
let, is moving in a constructive di- 
rection. The WPIX management, 
taking heed of the many com- 
plaints from agencies about the 
extra spectres, first finds out just 
what the account will want in the 
way of services and then figures 
out a total cost with even the 
agency commission included. 


Telecasters look on this extra 
tangle as one of the growing pains 


High church dignitaries will 
participate in the consecration and 
special platforms and other appara- 
tus will be constructed to insure 
succeessful telecasting. Philco has 
arranged the installation of 25.tele- 
vision sets—one for each Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese. Program is 
the final test qver WBEN-TV be- 
fore formal opening the following 
evening. 


Denver Scramble 


For Tele in 49 


Denver, May 11. 

With five applications on file for 
Denver’s five channels, and a sixth 
in the works, mile high city is dead 
set to get pictures in 1949. 

Local operators are most worried 
about locating trained receiver in- 
stallation and maintenance men in 
area. Confabs with Denver Uni- 
versity have resulted in Russ 
Porter, university’s coordinator of 
radio, heading for NAB spread in 
L. A. to huddle with manufacturers 
to see if college’s engineering 
school can’t set up a training center 
for the whole Rocky Mountain 
area. 

Leading in the station race is 
Fox Inter-Mountain Theatre chain’s 
Alladin Television Corp. which has 
snagged cream transmitter site. 





Tower will rise on Lookout 
mountain across the road from 
Buffalo Bill’s grave. 


miles from Denver, and 3,000 feet 
higher, with a clear sweep to 
wealthy Colorado Springs, 70 miles 


AM station, KTLN, hits air May 16, 
1,000 watts daytime. 


and Daniels & Fisher’s department 





of the business and feel certain 
that it will diminish as the busi- 
ness become more stablized in its 
operating and accounting struc- 
tures. The main cause of the trou- 
ble, they say, is that the agencies 
come back so often with additional 
programming needs after the origi- 
nal price had been given them. 
Many of them don’t realize that the 
things that look so simple are com- 
plicating from a technical angle 
and involve much expense. 

One telecaster suggested that 
the problem might be solved to an 
appreciable extent if the agency 
took the precaution in each in- 
stance of making up a TV budget 
of including a contingency fund, 
say of 15% on top of the estimated 
cost. This additional sum would be 
applied to the extras that might 
crop ap, and if it weren’t spent, 
the client could consider it as so 
much saved. sdk 


NEGOTIATIONS LAG 
ON PERFORMER CODE 


Negotiations toward a television 
production code between the per- 
former unjons and the video com- 


panies are being held over for 
three weeks. The telecasters have 
asked for that interval to study 
the demands submitted last week 
by the unions, and have promised 
to come up with a joint reaction 
of the producing companies, ad 
agencies, sponsors, etc., at that 
time. The last meeting was held 
Wednesday (5). 

The performers are represented 
by a television committee of the 
Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America, whose member unions in- 
clude the American Federation 9f 
Radio Artists, Screen Actors Guiid, 
Actors Equity Assn., American 
Guild of Musical Artists and 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
George Heller heads the commit- 
tee and Henry Jaffe is attorney. 
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store which has a 12-story tower in 
downtown area. Texas oilman 
Homer Snowden has filed, but 
plans still under wraps. Gifford 
Phillips, owner of KGHF in Pueblo, 
magazine Rocky Mountain Life, 
and two newspapers, still prepar- 
ing application. Phillips was 
granted an AM for Denver several 
months ago, but has not yet com- 
menced building. 

Shortage of program talent in 
Denver will always be a major 
problem. 

Network lineup as follows: NBC 
(Alladin Corp.); CBS (KU7Z-TV); 
Mutual (Gene O’Fallon of KFEL 
doodling with plan for color on ex- 
perimental channel); ABC (local 
outlet KVOD not interested). 


WBEN.TV Set to Bow 


Buffalo, May 11. 
WBEN-TV will telecast its for- 
mal opening on the night of May 
14 with 2 program to include wrest- 
ling matches from Memorial Audi- 
torium in which President Edward 
H. Butler of WBEN-TV, Mayor 





will participate. 


Dowd of Buffalo and other officials 


5 ) oe 
ATS’ Tele Chinfest 

Television indie producers and 
directors will air their views on 
the new medium at a roundtable 
discussion before the American 
Television Society tonight ( Wed.) 
at the Willkie Memorial Hall, N. Y. 

Slated to speak are Thomas 
Hutchinson, McCann-Erickson staf- 
fer and director of the Swift 
Show; Irvin Paul Sulds, producer 
of DuMont’s “Court of Current Is- 
sues,” and Martin Gosch, producer 
of “Tonight on Broadway” for 
CBS. Moderator is NBC director 
Ed Sobol, chairman of the ATS 
evening meetings. 


Philco Wraps Up Flock 
Of TV Firsts in 2-Way 
‘B’fast Club’ Showcase 


Philadelphia, May 11. 
No less than three “firsts” in 
television will be racked up tomor- 
row (Wed.) when Philco bankrolls 
a full-hour, one-shot ABC video 
web airing from here of Don Mc- 
Neill’s “Breakfast Club.” 
It’ll be the first time a top day- 
time radio feature has been net- 
worked simultaneously on AM and 
tele. It will be the first time such 
a stanza has been offered to tele- 
viewers in every city along the 
eastern seaboard now served by 
video. And it'll be the first time 
a sponsor has arranged a simul- 
taneous tele show over stations se- 
lected from three separate video 
webs. 
Hookup, originating from Phil- 
ly’s Academy of Music at 9-10 a.m., 
will include two local outlets, 
WFIL-TV, ABC affiliate here, and 
Philco’s own WPTZ; WMAL-TY, 
Washington; WMAR-TYV, §Balti- 
more, and DuMont’s WABD, N. Y. 
Philco is one of three bankroll- 
ers of “Breakfast Club” on ABC’s 
aural kilocycles. 


Joseph Cotten Sets Tele, 
Radio Production Firm 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Thesp Joseph Cotten, Stuart 
Ludlum and Frances Purcell have 








Spot is 12 | formed “29; 30 Inc.,” for the pro- 


duction of 16m television shows 
and radio programs. 
Cotten has just finished direct- 


to south and Cheyenne 90 miles to |ing 12-minute video reel, the first 
north. Applicant Alf Landon is re- |in a series, entitled “Pete Hunter, 
ported to be sharing site. Latter’s | Private Eye. 


” 


Series stars Frank 
Albertsen with opener featuring 
Virginia Hunter and Wendy Wal- 


Other contenders are CBS-KLZ, |dron. Plans are also being readied 
whieh will probably transmit from |for a video serial and non-fiction 
500-foot hillside south of Denver, | features. 


Production unit has just com- 
pleted a 26-week half-hour, open- 
end series starring Cotten, Ludlum 
produced, Carlton Alsop did some 
of the direction, Jack Finney 
scripted series and Lud Gluskin 
and Johnny Gart were responsible 
for music. 


M’waukee’s 50%, Set Hike 
Milwaukee, May 11. 

Video set sales in the area served 
by WTMJ-TV have taken a 50% 
hop during the past month and a 
check of distribs show a set owner- 
ship of 2,658 as of May 1, with 74% 
of them in homes. 

The previous average per week 
was about 100. They’re now selling 
at an average of 152 a week. 


VIVIENNE ALLEN TV SHOW 


New television series featuring 
Vivienne Allen, current “Ado 
Annie” in the Broadway produc- 
tion of “Oklahoma!”, is being 
whipped into shape by indie pack- 
ager Clayton Williams. Entitled 
“Keep Up With the Joneses,” the 
shows are based on the life and 
adventures of a young married 














couple. 








on last week’s stanza). 


~ Inside Television 


SIGHT AND SOUND: When he sings, some facial expressions of Lanny 
Ross put enough wrinkles on his brow to resemble the furrows in one of 
those geometrically plowed Iowa fields. 
playbacks will be the ultimate answer....Johnny Desmond must have 
won the slow ballad championship when it took him just short of two 
minutes to sing one chorus of a pop tune. 
no verse. This is murderous to the song and his show. Even a pro- 
tracted version of the “Star Bangled Banner” only runs a minute and 
a half....Those full head closeups, which cut the individual off at the 
chin, overdo the production boys’ contention that “intimacy” is the key 
to tele broadcasting. Such closeups are too close and can also be cruel 
....They’ve gone to the expense and trouble of surrounding the Jack | 


Maybe singing to recorded 


It was only the chorus, too, 


Kilty “Musical Merry-Go-Round” Friday night show with a live musical | 
combo (a piano-organ-guitar trio), then wind up using it as background 
music, except for one brief solo spotlighting. Program still tries to 
jam too much into its 20 minutes and is overboard on vocalists (three 





BACHELOR QUARTERS 
With Allen Prescott 
Director-Producer: 

Nelson 
CHARLES W. HOYT CO. 
WABD-Dumont, N. Y. 

In a move to hypo its clients’ in- 
terest in television, Charles W. 
Hoyt ad agency engaged in the 
unique stunt of bankrolling one 
half-hour show to prove the 
efficacy of the new medium. Un- 
fortunately, the idea was better 
than the execution. “Bachelor 
Quarters” was a slipshod hodge- 
podge of plugs and chatter sewn 
together with the seamy side up. 
As a boost for video, this show 
added up to a defense for bill- 
boards or skywriting. 

The half-hour was built around 
Allen Prescott who usually can be 
relied upon as a competitive show- 
man. This time, however, Prescott 
had to contend with a disorderly 
format that had little or no method 
at the center. A stream of char- 
acters walked in and out of his 
apartment setting, providing him 
with chances to plug the ad 
agency’s clients. The program was 
apparently designed to be half- 
comedy and half-commercial, but 
the comedy was sad and the com- 


Raymond E. 





Television Reviews 





mercials were nondescript. ¢ 
this ‘one up as another one 
video’s infantile aberrations. 


Herm. 


CAREER FORUM 8 

With Ralph B. Austrian 
Producer-Narrator: Norris West 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WCAU-TY, Philly 

This is the first time that the 
“Career Forum,” which has had a 
long run as a public service feature 
on WCAU’s AM circuit, has been 
televised and the result, as this 
type of program goes, is satis. 
factory. Televising this particular 
show was apropos since the syb- 
ject under discussion was tele. 
vision and the speaker was Ralph 
B. Austrian, vice-prexy in charge 
of television for Foote, Cone & 
Belding agency. 

After a brief survey of prospects 
of careers in video, Austrian 
opened up for questions with the 
» vaespsehy a group of highschool kids 

arnestness of youngsters as they 
probed into the question under 
discussion was the added fillip 
which video brought to the show, 
which was being simultaneously 
broadcast over AM by WCAU. 








Shal. 








GOGGIN SHIFTED TO 
COAST FOR ABC TELE 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Dick Goggin has been named 


for ABC on the Coast. He'll work 
directly under J. Donald Wilson, 
coast program director. 

Goggin, now with the net’s video 
operation in the east, reports for 
his new duties after the political 
conventions in Philadelphia. 


Don Lee, WITG 





Washington, May 11. 


Don Lee and Allen DuMont’s 
WTTG here both won major vic- 
tories at the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission last week. 

Don Lee, whose standard and 
FM licenses are on the hook for 
alleged violation of the govern- 
ment’s chain broadcasting regs, 
had been taking a beating in Los 
Angeles tele because of FCC’s re- 
fusal to give it a commercial video 
license there pending a decision 
on the AM-FM franchises. 

Commission last week softened 
its order and okeyed Don Lee’s 
petition to sell time on its experi- 
mental tele station W6XAO in 
L. A. The authority was limited 
to.a 90-day period. KDYL, Salt 
Lake City, is the only other sta- 
tion which has an FCC green light 
to sell time on its experimental 
video outlet W6XIS. 

Dumont’s WTTG, pioneer video 
operator here, was given another 
six months to complete construc- 
tion at a new transmitter site in 
Arlington, Va., and spared neces- 
sity of defending its iicense at a 
hearing, earlier skedded for May 
20. Commission wanted assurances 
WTTG would speedily vacate its 
Harrington hotel site which doesn’t 
provide the kind of video cover- 
age Dumont had promised listeners. 

In another action, FCC nixed a 
bid of Paramount _ subsidiary, 
United Detroit Theatres Corp.. to 
throw the video permit of ABC’s 
King Trendle Corp. in Detroit into 
hearing. Commission instead gave 
ABC a few more months to com- 
plete construction of its Detroit 
station. 





Cincinnati. Lining up for per- 
manency in its video division, the 
Crosley organization last week ; 
signed Bill McCluskey to full time 
as a saleman for WLWT. Since 
the tele station opened three 





months ago McCluskey was do 

| bling as manager of WLW Pro- 
| motions, talent-booking subsidiary 
of Crosley’s clear channel station, 
which post he filled for several 
| years, and parttime salesman for 
WLWT. 





director of television programming | 


Get Tele Okays 
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FCC Spurs Move Towards Upstairs 
Expansion by Calling Sept. Hearings 


Washington, May 11. 

Tele broadcasters got new assur- 
ances from the FCC last week that 
it means business when it talks 
about expanding video into the 
roomier ultra-high channels. be- 
tween 475-890 megs so that every- 
| body “can get in on the act.” The 
Commission called for an omnibus 
hearing opening Sept. 20, °48, to 
explore the prospects of upstairs 
tele operation and to get a progress 
report on interference problems on 
the low-band tele channels. 


The Commission order for hear- 
ing came somewhat as a surprise 
to the video industry, even though 
Chairman Wayne Coy, speaking to 
an FM Assn. meeting earlier in the 
week, had mourned “There's been 
little experimentation on the high 
|TV bands” and warned that “FCC 
might have to take the first move 
on its own.” 


When the CBS color issue was 
decided in 1946 it was generally 
believed that low-band video was 
set for another five years at least. 
But the terrific rush of new bids in 
the past six months—with about a 
third of the contenders likely to be 
left out in the cold on low-band 
assignments—is believed respon- 
sible for FCC’s anxiety to set the 
machinery in motion for upstairs 
expansion. Though the September 
hearing is likely to do no more 
than get engineering facts on the 
record, FCC men believe it will 
act as a “psychological” lever to 
speed ultra-high video experimen- 
tation. An actual upstairs move, 

(Continued on page 36) 


TV BOXING % SNARL 
STRAIGHTENED OUT 


Prize fights from Madison Sq. 
Garden, N. Y., will continue to be 
televised, as a result of the Boxing 
Managers Guild decision Monday 
(10) to accept half the video 
profits of Mike Jacobs’ 20th Cen- 
tury Sporting Club. Garden Corp., 
however, which gets 50% of the 
tele money as a partner of Jacobs, 
has refused to give up a cent of 
its video profits to the fighters. 

Boxers will get about $25,000 
yearly from the Jacobs outfit, 
‘with the cut to the managers de- 
pencing on their individual con- 
tracts with the fighters. Managefs 
hope to increase the take after 
June 1, wien the contract among 
the Garden, Jacobs and Gillette 
Safety Razor comes up for renew- 
ial. As a result of the settlement, 
ithe fights will go on as scheduled 
‘Friday (15) night over WNBT 

(NBC, N. Y.). 

Garden’s refusal to give up any 
of its share of the tele receipts 
is based on the claim of Garden 
prexy Gen. John Reed Kilpatrick 
that money derived from video has 
been the only thing that’s kept 
organization in the boxing 
business. Cutting in the boxers for 
ja part of that money, according 
jto Kilpatrick, would result in the 
iGerdens losing coin on the fights. 
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Tele’s Growth 


in Key Cities 


Following is the latest available list of the total number of tele-« 
vision reeeiver sets in operation in the nation’s television cities, as 
compiled by the NBC tele research bureau. Audience estimate is 
based on an average Of four viewers per home set and 25 for bar 
and tavern receivers. Report is complete as of May 1, including 23 
stations in 15 market areas. (Granting of a commercial license to 


total to 24.) 





Areas Sets Estimated Audience 
New YOrK ..ccccccvccscves 186,100 ~ 996,000 
IMIED, cog. g0 esses ses 33,900 214,000 
ee ee io ooo 21,700 208,500 
eee eae 21,700 179,500 
Washington, D.C. ......... 9,600 48,000 
CE . oso Odssa6y aes 8,900 92,000 
DE on ewes heveene s'eo< os 8,800 90,000 
ES asec neo Ge beet ees 4,400 47,000 
ONS SPELT ELLER ELE 4,300 40,500 
REED “5 bobo 6b 0 0s 06 3,900 29,500 
ES EAT eer 3,000 33,000 
WEED cc vescccecceecie 2,800 30,000 
ok bt te SS dee eee eo 1,500 12,000 
IE sey 5 so 9 39 350 5,000 
Pre ELMO GR wiies ooo cece 300 3,500 

| ee, = Se 311,250 2,028,500 

SETS IN EXPERIMENTAL AREAS 
SGOT aks. .... eeeenes 2,200 
Buffalo se ¢.:ees ai eee 6 1,650 
Others . . Five ch whchscWac 23,000 








(BS Tightens TV Administrative ) 
Format; Pitch for Top Showman Next 





Naming of Jack L. Van Volken-* 


burg as a v.p. and director of tele- 
vision last week was inspired by 
CBS’ realization that the time had 
come to tighten the administrative 
end of that division before launch- 
ing its video operation into high 
gear. The next major move on Co- 
lumbia’s video front will be the 
appointment of a programming and 
talent executive with a trade repu- 
tation to head up the show phase of 
the operation under Van Volken- 
burg and Lawrence Lowman, who 
has been moved out of the d. of t. 
spot and made a general v.p. and, 
in part a coordinator of tele ac- 
tivities. 

As part of the tightening up 
and squaring off Adrian Murphy, 
another v.p., comes out of the 
video picture—Lowman had been 
reporting to him—and assumes his 
old role of planner with specific 
duties of supervising operations 
under the direction of James Sew- 
ard. The problem of administrating 
the video division and molding it 
into a well dovetailed, smooth-run- 
ning organization had been so 
acute that there was even consid- 
eration of assigning some one from 
the top CBS echelon to the post; 
Some one like Prexy Frank Stanton 
or general v.p. Howard S. Meighan. 
The decision to switch Van Volken- 
burg out of his job of head of CBS 
Station administration was in- 
fluenced largely by the fact that 
he had had considerable adminis- 
tration background, first as as- 


(Continued on page 36) 


Scrap 28-Hr. Rule 
As Program ‘Must’ 


Washington, May 11. 
Lown FCC agreed with the Tele- 
— Broadcasters Assn. last week 
: its present rule requiring all 
ele licensees to program a mini- 
ty ni ye houre-a-week as soon as 
uadenee o the air should be 
Adopting the TBA recomm - 
tions whole cloth, FCC ectieen 
wwe rule permitting licensees to 
graduate program schedules on a 
uniform basis. The new rule re- 
quires a minimum of 12 hours pro- 
gramming a week during a li- 
censee’s first 18-months on the air. 
ao each successive six-month pe- 
ay of operation, this minimum is 
. € stepped up to 16, 20, 24 and 
Ours a week. This means a 





Station will reach the 28-hour re- | 


quirement at the 
months’ operation. 
‘4 Minimum of two hours a day 
= any five days of the week will 
© required of all new Stations. The 
(Continued on Page 36) 
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Par Lines Up Tele Staff 


Lining up a staff in advance of 
Paramount’s projected full-scale 
entry into theatre television, Par 
veepee and tele chief Paul Rai- 
bourn has upped Richard Hodgson, 
until now head of the company’s 
tele engineering department, to 
chief of technical operations for 
Par’s tele division. 

Carl Maurer, project engineer 
on Par’s theatre video and broad- 
cast tele film recording systems, 
was named supervisor of develop- 
ment engineering. Walter Swen- 
son is new supervisor of studio 
operations and Theodore Grenier 
is supervisor of remote operations 
for Par’s theatre tele activities. 
Latter appointment indicates the 
company plans to use its own re- 
mote crew for theatre pickups, in- 
stead of depending on network 
broadcasts. 


French Still In 
Tryout Stages 
Despite Bally 


Much - heralded 850-line televi- 
sion of the French government is 
slightly superior to the 525-line 
standard now in use in the U. S. 
but is by no means breathtaking, 
according to William Fineshriber, 
general manager of the CBS pro- 
gram department. Fineshriber re- 
turned recently from France, after 
studying the Radio Diffusion Fran- 
caise operation in company with 
various other U. S. radio officials. 

French television, contrary to 
glowing reports previously circu- 
lated in this country, is still in the 
experimental stage, according to 
Fineshriber. French technicians, he 


(Continued on page 36) 


REDD QUITS SEALTEST 
TO PRODUCE TV FILMS 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Robert L. Redd is giving up his 
production of the Sealtest series 
after four years to take a flier in 
television. He signed with Edward 











Nassour to become executive pro- 
ducer of Telepictures, Inc. 

| Redd will serve as producer on 
'24 opened-end video films, to be 
‘turned out in the full-scale tele 
studio recently completed by Nas- 
sour. He'll also function as asso- 
‘ciate producer-writer on a series 
‘of five feature-length films. Redd 
retains his interest in “Point Sub- 
lime,” which he writes and eT Tp 








TAVERNG WN LEAD 
ONLY AT START 


Bar and tavern patrons comprise 
the majority of television viewers 
in each city whenever the first 
video station in that city takes the 
air. As tele catches on with the| 
public, though, and as other sta- | 
tions start operating in the same | 
area, the number of home viewers | 
increases until they eventually sur- 
pass the number of tavern lookers. 
That’s the pattern of tele’s growtn, 
as revealed in a survey of tele sets 
and audiences compiled by the 
NBC research bureau under the 
supervision of Hugh M. Beville, Jr. 

Estimated N. Y. audience of 996,- | 
000, for example, is about five 
times the 186,100 sets in operation 
in metropolitan N. Y. Philadelphia 
audience, on the other hand, is es- 
timated at 214,000, which Is some 





seven times the 33,900 sets in 
Philly. Since NBC’s WNBT took 
the air in N. Y. before Philco’s 


WPTZ, Philly, the number of bar 
sets in- Philly is still comparatively 
larger than in N. Y. Same situa- 
tion holds true all down the line, 
with Chicago, the nation’s No. 3 TV 
city, showing an estimated audi- 
ence of 208,500, some 10 times the 
21,700 sets operating now in Chi. 


With both manufacturers and 
dealers still sitting tight on their 
lists of setowners, the NBC survey 
is considered as close to the actual 
picture as it’s possible to ascer- 
tain. Definite statistics are ex- 
pected to be made available to the 
industry within the near future, as 
the result of a plan implemented 
by the Radio Manufacturers Assn., 
which calls for each manufacturer 
to submit his sales figures to a cen- 
tral agency, which in turn would 
distribute them to the trade. 


NBC figures reveal, meanwhile, 
that tele advertising is still a highly 
expensive proposition, despite the 
tremendous increase in the num- 
ber of receivers purchased during 
the last year. A sponsor buying 
time on WNBT, NBC’s key outlet 
in N. Y., for example, would be 
paying some $2 per 1,000 listeners, 
based on the station’s time and fa- 
cilities charge>of $1,750 per hour. 
That figure, too, would hold only 
if the sponsor had every one of the 
996,000 estimated viewers tuned to 
his show. Inelusion of production 
and talent costs would boost the 
figure even more. 


NBC survey revealed that the 
public is quick to catch on to tele, 
often buying sets before the first 
station takes the air in a particu- 
lar city. In Boston, for example, 
there are already 2,200 sets in op- 
eration, despite the fact that WBZ- 
TV, the Hub’s first station, won't 
be on the air for a few weeks yet. 
Same situatién holds true in Buf- 
falo, where 1,650 sets have pre- 
ceded by several weeks the open- 
ing of WBEN. 


WATV, NEWARK, SET 
FOR PREEM SAT. (15) 


After several delays, WATV, 
Bremer’ Broadcasting’s Newark 
television outlet, takes the air Sat- 
urday (15), but its new studios, 
now under construction in New- 
ark’s Mosque building, won’t be 
ready for occupancy until fall. Sta- 
tion will tee off, consequently, with 
five-and-a-half hours of program- 
ming devoted almost exclusively to | 
film. 

Scheduled for daily program- 
ming are an hour of short musical | 
films, tied together by an emcee 
working live in front of one cam- 
era, from 4 to 5 p.m.; a kids’ show, 
including 40 minutes of filmed car- 





Prospects of Par Proving No Control 
Over DuM Fade Fast in FCC Probe 





Reprieve for ‘B’way’ 
Despite previous reports, ‘To- 
night on Broadway” continues on 
the CBS television web for at least 
a few weeks more. Sh4w to follow 
“Play’s the Thing,” which was pre- 


| sented last (Tuesday) night, hasn't 


yet been selected, but CBS’ com- 
mitment with indie packager Mar- 
tin Gosch for the next several 
weeks will be carried out. 


tween N. Y. and Washington, fol- 
lowing the inclusion of ABC in the 
co-ax schedule after May 1, ha 
led CBS to believe it would be 
forced to cancel the show. With 
ABC’s programming still confined 
to a few nights weekly on shews 
originating over WFIL-TV (Phil- 
adelphia), CBS was able to retain 
its hold on the cable in the Tue 
day night 7 to 7:30 slot for a few 
weeks more. 


Top Unions Move 
To Prevent Any 





power. 
instead of 


are trying to settle jurisdictional 
claims for video technicians at 
several outlets. 


and legit fields, is particularly 
eyeing the future of television as 
a medium that may displace or 
subordinate other facets of show- 
business. With video due to shift 
large numbers of cameramen, set 
constructors, stagehands and cos- 
tumers into its bailiwick as it 
develops, IATSE will try to move 
along with them with broader 
jurisdictional claims. 


IATSE, however, is meeting a 
challenge to its virtual show biz 
labor monopoly from such unions 
as the IBEW, the American Com- 
munications Assn., the National 
Assn. of Broadcast Engineering 
Technicians and a flock of other 
indie groups which have jumped 
into the opening made by video. 
Top officials of IATSE have hinted 
that they are willing to iron mat- 
ters out with the other unions on 
an amicable basis. 


Sentiment is prevalent that 
chances for an inter-union settle- 
ment are good while television 
personnel still represents small 
potatoes, as far as numbers are 
concerned. But if television con- 
tinues to grow at its present rate 
with a competitive scramble among 
the unions, industry and union 
execs both anticipate a repetition 
in video of the many bitter and 
paralyzing jurisdictional disputes 
that have plagued Hollywood dur- 
ing the past 20 years. 


L.A-N.Y. COAXIAL 
CABLE COMPLETED 


Hollywood, May 11. 








toons, from 5 to 6; a western film, 
from 6 to 7; film shorts from 7 to 
8, and a feature film from 8 to, 
9:30.  Station’s almost total de- 
pendence on film points up the 
ready market available for film 
distribs in the number of new tele 


Television’s coaxial cable from 
Los Angeles to New York has been 
completed. Line now awaits the 
insertion of repeater stations be- 
fore it will be accessable to video 
call. Boosters are expected to be 


Tieup on the coaxial cable be- | 


Inter-Labor War 


‘Fearing that television will 
reshuffle all labor jurisdictional: 
lines within show business, chief- 
tains of the various entertainment 
trade unions are currently trying 
to head off an inter-labor war for 
Initial stab at diplomacy 


IATSE, now dominating the film | 


Washington, May 11. 

| Prespects faded fast today (Tues.) 
| that the FCC would ever agree to 
Paramount’s contention that it has 
no controlling interest in DuMont. 
That was the principal point made 
as the two-day hearing on the is- 
sue wound up, with the FCC in- 
dicating it would postpone closing 
the case until after hearings for 
tele station applications are held in 
Boston, San Francisco and Detroit, 
|where Par has bids pending. 

FCC ordered Par and DuMont, 
|meanwhile, to file proposed find- 
‘ings on the question of control 
etnies 20 days. FCC examiner Jack 
Blume also asked for a legal brief 
from both companies on the ques- 
tion of whether it wotild be neces- 
| sary for DuMont to obtain Par’s 
|consent before selling one of its 
owned-and-operated stations. Du- 
|Mont prez Dr. Allen B. DuMont 


S~ | backed the contention of Par tele 


| veepee Paul Raibourn on this score 
|—that such consent would not be 
necessary. 

Highlighting the second day’s 
testimony was the revelation by 
Dr. DuMont that Par had recently 
rejected his offer to buy the film 
company out of his organization for 
appraximately $6,000,000. Under 
cross-examination, he refused to 
say whether he considered the 
$10,000,000 asking price set by 
Raibourn on the stock was too high. 
Repeatedly stressing that Par 
doesn’t run his company, Dr. Du- 
Mont declared his company’s prof- 
its were increasing steadily. He 
listed the total assets at more than 
$9,000,000 and the net worth at 
slightly over $6,000,000. 

In a lengthy cross-examination 
today of Raibourn, Blume and FCC 





a slugging match is | attorney John McCoy brought out 
currently being made by toppers | 

of the International Alliance of;to Dr. DuMont and to Raibourn 
Theatrical Stage Employees and | “absolute discretion” in picking the 
the International Brotherhood of leities and dates of filing on Du- 
Electrical Workers. Both unions; Mont’s tele applications. 


that DuMont directors had voted 


Questioned on Par’s decision toe 
file for a Boston TV outlet in Aug- 
ust, 1945, and DuMont’s decision 
three months later to withdraw its 
bid for the same city, Dr. DuMont 
declared his company had given up 
its intentions to operate in Boston 
long before Par filed its bid. He 
declared he withdrew from Boston 
because he objected to arrange- 
ments under eonsideration then, 
which would have given him a 40% 
interest in the station, New Eng- 
land theatres 40% and another 
Par subsidiary, Netoco Theatres 
Corp., the remaining 20%. That 


(Continued on page 36) 


Bulova Drops 2006 
Air Time for Tele 


Bulova Watch is cancelling from 
$150,000 to $200,000 worth of time 
in radio so that it will have avail- 
able funds to buy time signals on 
television stations as they open up 
this year. The manufacturer here- 
tofore had been putting additional 
foney into the advertising pot for 
the new medium. : 

The Biow agency, which handles 
the account, had gone to John H. 
Ballard, Bulova prez, with a bid 
for new coin to take care of such 
newcomer TVers and the instruec- 
tions it got was to get it out of 
radio. Affected by the clipping are 
the non-network stations on Bul- 
ova’s list. The web affiliates are 
being let alone, at least for the 
time being. 








Husing on CBS-TV 
For One-Shot (Tennis) 


Ted Husing, CBS _ network’s 
sports director before taking over 
,the top disk jockey spot on WHN, 
|N. Y. indie, returns to CBS tonight 





outlets scheduled to take the air readied in from 12 to 18 months. |(Wednesday) to call the Bobby 


within the next year. 

WATV program chief Paul Be- 
langer plans a full schedule of live 
studio shows once the studios are | 
ready. 





Co-ax, unknown to general pub- 
lic, is being used now for tele- 
phone calls. Pacific T. & T., to 
date, has had no inquiries about 
availability oi cable. 

BS 104 


{vayre sat oo! 


| Riggs-Jack Kramer tennis matches 
| rome Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y., 
for CBS television. 

Show will mark Husing’s first 
stint at tele sportscasting. 
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neido we go from here... 


One frontier in. Radio is almost entirely gone: the frontier of space. 


Wherever Americans live. they now own a radio and listen to it. 





‘Today the Radio set is an intimate furnishing of the lives of 93% 
of all the families in America. What frontier, then, is left? 

It lies in what Radio can say, rather than where it can go. 

It lies in the nature and quality of Radio’s programs... in the 


limitless field of Man’s imagination and responsibility. 








The evidence accumulates-that CBS leads 
all Radio in pushing back this frontier — 
bringing 99,000,000 listeners each week 
CBS-produced programs which stake new 
claims on the American people's desire for 


entertainment, knowledge and inspiration. 


As the New York Times put it in its annual 
summary of Radio's progress —"‘Jn original 
programming —CBS was far and away the 
| leader. In a year marked by vapid talk... 

CBS actually did something...” 


| This “something” includes the CBS Package Programs, the most 

| exciting new hits in Radio. Such sponsored shows as Arthur Godfrey, 
“My Friend Irma,” Abe Burrows, Edward R. Murrow, “Strike It Rich”; 

such sponsorable ones as “mr. ace and JANE,” Mickey Rooney 

in “Shorty Bell,” Hoagy Carmichael, “Studio One,” and many others. 


Sponsored CBS Package Programs currently average 40‘o less 


in talent costs than other network programs. 


So, for large audiences at low cost...at the lowest cost in network 
Radio today...see CBS. 


Columbia Broadcasting System 
— where 99,000,000 people gather every week 








The voice of Man has long struggled to defeat space. 
The “magic horn” of Alexander carried his voice almost three miles! 


Now, antennae kept at peak efficiency, 


like that of WCBS at the left, 


send Man's voyaging voice everywhere. 


GETTMAN ARCHIVES 
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New Video Blueprint Fails to Ease 
Availabilities in Top 140 Markets 


Washington, May 11. 
Television availabilities in the | must file an appearance with FCC 


top 140 markets are eased only |by May 28. 


protest any of the channel changes 


slightly in a sweeping new Federal| 3. In turning over the No. 1 
Communications Commission re-|video channel to non-broadcast 
allocation ordered last week. Big |services, the Commission denied a 
video towns were relatively unaf- | competing bid from FM’ers to use 
fected despite the fact that govern-|the 44-50 meg band to relay FM 
ment engineers turned the tele | network programs. 
spectrum inside out to squeeze Oul| The FCC declared in general, 
some 950 possible channel assign-|common carrier wirelines will be 
ments throughout the U. S. lused for FM networking, adding 
FCC admitted frankly that not |there is nothing to prevent FM’ers 
more than half of these aSsign-|from rebroadcasting programs of 
ments are likely to be used in the |other FM outlets by over-the-air 


ABC's Tele Tower 
Going Atop Pierre 


ABC yesterday (Tues.) closed a 
deal with Ira Hirschmann, prexy 
of Metropolitan Television Corp., 
for permission to erect the net- 
work’s New York television an- 
tenna atop the Hotel Pierre, Fifth 
Avenue and 6lst Street. Hirsch- 
mann’s outfit operates FM indie 
WABF, which already has _ its 
antenna on the Pierre. Construc- 
tion of the ABC tower will begin 





entire country, unless a “poor | pickups. 

man's video station” can be devel-| As a compromise, the Commis- 
oped overnight. As a result, the sion also proposed to soften its | 
Commission foresaw video expan- |present rules to permit relaying of 
sion along the main circuit only by |FM programs on the ultra-high 
an upstairs expansion into the | wavelengths between 940-952 mc. 
ultra-high rainbow tele channels. Commissioner Robert F. Jones 
New York, Frisco, Washington and | dissented to the Commission’s pro- 
Los Angeles maintained status quo | posed new allocation for tele and 
in the new video blueprint, with | jts final award of the No. 1 channel 


Cleveland, Chi and Boston the only 
losers among the “big ten” cities. 


No. 1 Slot to Cops 


These were the developme ts ac- 
companying the new allocation 
plan: 

1. The Commission adopted a 
final order turning over the No. 1 
video slot to police, cabs, and other 
non-broadcast services—a move 
generally expected by the video- 
men. In return, FCC said that ef- 
fective on or after June 14, video 
would be given exclusive use of its 
other 12 slots below the 216 meg. 
area. In the 72-76 meg. band, be- 
tween video channels 4 and 5, the 
Commission proposes to locate sta- 
tionary non-broadcast transmitters 
on the condition they do not inter- 
fere with adjacent tele operators. 
Up to now, video has had to share 
its spectrum with roving police and 
other transmitters. 


2. The new nationwide tele allo- 
cation was proposed as an amend- 
ment to FCC’s rules and a public 
hearing skedded on the proposed 
re-assignments for June 14 in 
Washington. Persons wishing to 


to police and other non-broadcast 
users. 

The Commissioner said “‘the time 
‘has come when the Commission 
should provide more than a tem- 
porary home for these services and 
'for FM and television...” Major 


' 


|allocation changes ordered since 
| the war, he added, have adversely 
affected FM and television. There- 
fore, the Ohioan urged a compre- 
hensive hearing on all users of the | 
radio spectrum under 300 megs 
“looking to long-range rather than 
temporary frequency allocations 
for all services.” 





Modernaires Open-End TV Pic 


Minneapolis, May 11. 

With the idea of getting in on 
the ground floor of television, the 
Modernaires, who just -concluded 
an engagement at the Hotel Radis- 
son Flame Room here, will tele- 
vise “open end” television film with 
just one song with enough space 
at the start and end for a local 
commercial for the five-minute 
breaks between regular television 











programs. 
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VIDEO WIRE LINKS 
KTSL-£.A. COLISEUM 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Mutual Don-Lee’s KTSL and the 
Los Angeles Coliseum, with 


100,000 seating capacity, will be 
wired for television with lines be- 
ing remedied for _ installation 
throughout greater Los Angeles by 
Pacific Telephone and Telegraph. 

Lines, especially designed to 
carry video signal, will link 
antennae towers to network stu- 
dios, auditoriums and other pickup 
points throughout the city. Holly- 
wood Bowl, Pasadena _ Civic, 
Shrine and other auditoriums will 
be set with video wire upon re- 
quest. 


Pacific T&T revealed that radio 
remote lines. already in different 
locations throughout the city are 
capable of handling tele signal but | 
boosters are required at one mile 
intervals. Only one-third of the 
amount of boosters is required 
with the telephone company’s 
video wire. 


KTSL will put the phone com- 
pany’s wires to use for their re- 
motes while Klaus Lansberg of 
Paramount’s KTLA stated that he 
is entirely satisfied with the micro- 
— signal and will continue to 
use it. 


its 
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Town-by-Town Channel Reallocation — 


Washington, May 11. 

Provision for some 950 tele stations from the farthest reaches 
of the lone prairie to the depths of the Dixie swampland is eon. 
tained in FCC’s new video blueprint. Commission has earmarked 
channels for almost every whistle-stop in the country but points 
out realistically there isn’t a ghost of a chance for video operation 
in most of these towns, even though it’s engineeringly feasible. 
Biggest changes are in the less-populated areas. The new allocation 
represents a net gain even in the larger markets. 

Following is a breakdown of major_cities who lose channels 
by the new allocation: 


Larger towns picking up channels over those already a 


n 


signed: 


Idaho 
Montana 
Nevada 

New Mexico 


Rhode Island (1). 
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Following states had no video spectrum before but are now 
well provided. Here they are with total assignments now available: 


North Dakota .......... 28 
South Dakota .......... 23 
A ae 5 
_, ae 14 


Only states which did not add any new channels are: Connecticut 
(4); Delaware (1); District of Columbia (4); New Jersey (2); and 


Everywhere else, channels were added, in some cases to swell 
the former total many times over. For example, Texas now has a 
total of 83 video slots; California, 42; New York, 29. 
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,..over 
million 


people 


isten to 


one station 


every week 


Who are these five million? 


THEY ARE 5,000,000 CUSTOMERS 


In many ways they are the nation’s best customers. 
They buy more than half of the West’s goods. They have 
a buying income greater than that of all the people 


who live in the six New England states.* 


IN THE NATION’S FASTEST GROWING MARKET 


In Southern California alone KNX listeners are spending 


nearly three times as many dollars as they did in 1939, 


They are building 233 new homes each day . . . over 


7,000 each month. And every day 475 newcomers... 
14,500 a month ., . move into Southern California. 


The statistical superlatives that apply to the KNX market are 
endless. But the facts add up to this: the 5,000,000 people who 
listen to KNX every week have a buying power no business can 
afford to overlook, That’s why ... 


Year after year, Southern California advertisers spend more 





dollars on KNX than on any other Southern California station. 





*The statistical information which is contained in this advertisement is from Sales Monagement Survey of Buying 


Power, 1947; Broadcast Measurement Bureau; Conse of Busintss, 1939; Los Angeles Tex Poyers Association. 





KNX 


Los Angeles + 50,000 Watts 


COLUMBIA OWNED Represented by RADIO SALES, Radio Stations Representative...A Division of CBS ~ New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Detroit, Sen Francisco, Memphis. 
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said, are very good but all work is 
being held back by the very limited 
budget available. Only studio in 
use is a reconstructed theatre 
stage, which is fairly large but the 
fact that the cameras operate on 
the stage reduces the available 
floor space. 

Fineshriber said the French op- 
erate mostly on 450-line tele, which 
is inferior to U. S. The 850-line 


standard, which the French demon- | 


strated via a film transmitted over 
the air, gives somewhat better 


clarity than U. S. 525 lines, with | 


the edges of the screen showing up 
better. French are also experiment- 
ing with 1,000-line tele, which they 
demonstrated te the U. S. radioites 


through a film taken off the face | 
of a receiving tube. That is better | 


than the 850-line system, Fine- 
shriber said. He pointed out, how- 
ever, that the French demonstrated 
both under controlled laboratory 
conditions, and that there was no 
way of telling how they would 
work if broadcast over the air. 


No U. S. Moveup 

Despite the superiority of the 
latter two French:‘systems over the 
U. S. 525 lines, Fineshriber quoted 
CBS engineers as saying there was 
no reason for the U. S. to move up 
to those line standards now. Each 
would require a wider band on the 
frequency spectrum, he pointed 
out, which would mean less chan- 
nels available. And, with the FCC, 
as well as the industry, now com- 
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UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Wednesday, NBC, 10:30 P.M., E.D.S.T. 
M-G-M—“On the Island With You” 
“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 

M@t.: LOU CLAYTON 





French In TV Tryout Stage 


Continued from page 31 
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This revolutionary instrument records 


accuracy anything you can hear. 
and its magnetic ribbon goes to work. 
magnetic tape costs only $2.50, and can be 
thousands of times. This low cost enables you to build a 


again. Soundmirror is unconditionally guaranteed for 


Let Schirmer’s experts show you exactly how fo 
"operate the Soundmirror... the many ways that 
this revolutionary tape recorder can help you. 


Schirmer's for === 
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location, where all the current CBS 
space is being converted into two 
large TV studios, the executive, 
program operations and accounting 
department will move to 11 East 
42d street (the Lincoln building), 
the sales department will be quar- 
tered again at the home office 
building and the staff which han- 
dies the newsreel. will go on being 
housed at 1600 Broadway. Eventu- 
ally CBS hopes to recentralize all 
personnel, excepting the newsreel 
technicians, in the Lincoln build- 
ing. 

CBS’ present planning does not 
call for the establishing of any 
‘other TV studio facilities in the 
midtown area of Manhattan. It an- 
ticipates that the major production 
in time will be performed by the 








plaining about the scarcity of tele 
channels, a move up to higher line 
standards would not be feasible 
now. 

French are working on overhead 
dollies for their studios and cam- 
‘eras that focus electronically by 
‘remote control, but both are still 
‘in the blueprint stage, Fineshriber 
declared. Another spectacular ex- 
periment is a stereopticon - type 
camera, which will give a three- 
dimensional effect to tele when 
completed. Until the French gov- 
ernment allocates more funds to 
radio and video development, how- 
ever, there’s little likelihood that | networks in one’ or two outlying 
any of these will be put into com- | locations of the Burbank or Culver 
mercial use. Fineshriber said there | City type. Such suburban develop- 
are only 2,000 sets in circulation | ments would, it figures, be man- 
now throughout France. Most of | datory from the viewpoint of capi- 
these. are owned by government | tal and tax savings and lower op- 
officials in Paris. erating costs. CBS, however, re- 


gards the maintenance of midtown 
ah. Soe studios by th: video industry as a 

| t. & ’ 
ABC’s ‘Come-on 


———— Continued from page 25 


























of $4,000,000 which has been out- | Way or niteclub sector. 
standing since his deal with RCA 


residue, plus other ABC funds, will 
be used for video expansion. 


| Noble controls around 900,000 of | 
‘the 1,189,000 shares of stock out- | 
| Standing on ABC, with the result 
that the sale of the new block of 
common stock will not involve any 
shift in control of the network. 
|Noble obtained permission from 
ithe FCC two years ago to diminish 
|his holdings in the organization if 


and William A.«Schudt, Jr., 





Eeward E. Hall took over Schudt’s 
niche as eastern division mgr. of 
station relations. In addition to be- 
ing responsible for tele coordina- 
tion Lowman will supervise person- 
nel relations, shortwave and ref- 
erence. 





will remain at the Grand Central | 


|permanent thing because of the 
convenience to legit actors and 
other performers who are appear- 
=————/ing simultaneously in the Broad- 


J. Kelly Smith took over Van 
for the whilom Blue Network. The | Volkenburg’s spot in station ad- 
ministration with the title of v.p. 
suc- 
| ceeded Smith as director of station 
relations and likewise became a v.p. 





he so wished and subsequent moves } 

ito bring the publie in on ownership | 
iwere shelved for one reason or an- 
| other. 





FCC Spurs 














Continued from page 30 





they conceded, is still “probably 
| several years off.” 

FCC hopes to use the September 
sessions for another purpose. Last 
week, tele lost its No. 1 channel 
but was given exclusive use of the 
remaining 12 slots below 216 megs. 
Beginning this summer, tele will 


get actual experience on the low- 
bands without interference from 
cruising police and other transmit- 
ters that have been messing up 
video images. The Commission 
order pointed out that even with 
100% use of the low bands, licen- 
sees may encounter some man- 
made interference, conflicting sig- 
nals from video stations on adja- 
eent channels and from harmonic 
radiations. In other words, tele 
reception, though improved, isn’t 
likely to be perfect under the new 
allocation. 

Commission wants to compare 
the low-band operating experience 
with known facts about propaga- 
tion-on the attic frequencies. (Ad- 


CBS Tightens 


Continued from page 31 





sistant to Leslie Atlass in Chicago 
j}and then as head of KMOX, St. 
| Louis. 

Van Volkenburg will find himself 
directing a dispersed personnel. 
Part, the programming technicians 





to vecaré 





jacent-channel interference has al- 
ready played hob from time to time 
with video service in Philadelphia, 
N. Y. and Washington.) 


Persons wishing to appear at the 
September hearings must notify 
FCC of the fact by Aug. 23. 
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PEOPLE WANT SOUNDMIRRORS 


Goldsmith, Morris ‘and B&B). 

with amazing There is also $1,500 for writing, 

Simply push a button which -is paid by Goldsmith and 
A half-hour reel of the package. 


Despite resentment on the part 
of the talent which is actually pro- 
ducing the program, some of those 
involved are reported to have 
agreed to the requested one-third 
reduction, while others are known 
to be still holding out. In this eon- 
nection, the Morris office is now 
apparently in a stronger bargain- 
ing position with the talent, since 
the series has been renewed for 
the fall and could thus presuma- 
bly rep.ace holdouts. 


It’s understood that Stone and 
Kelk have accepted the one-third 
cut, while the writers are reported 


re-recorded 


want to hear over and over 
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bag degrees of resistance. 
us, the actual reductions to be 
‘absorbed by 
cannot yet be specified. 
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at KING, local indie, 


tion, with 250-watts power, 











SEES 


about June 15. 


would leave DuMont with only a 
minority interest, he pointed out. 

FCC probers canvassed minutes 
of DuMont’s board meetings back 
to 1939 to get ammunition for 
Raibourn’s quizzing. Par chief 
testified he believed Par’s consent 
would not be necessary if Du- 
Mont wished to sell one of its 
stations. Blume, however, pointed 





‘classes of DuMont stock was re- 
quired on any sale of a major 
| . ' estin aeinlie 
lasset. That would make Par’s vote 
| necessary. 

| Raibourn declared he has made 
|no formal proposal to Par direc- 
ltors for selling their DuMont 
|shares, but apparently there have 
|been informal discussions. Ques- 
|tioned on whether Par would lend 
| DuMont money if a split between 


\the two companies was. effected 
|and DuMont discovered it couldn’t 
| operate single handedly, Raibourn 
declared that Par “might be in- 
clined” to do so. 

Par tele exec denied thfat he’s 
trying to sell the company’s Du- 


000 to write off an estimated $9,- 
000,000 investment on 


include Chicago and Los Angeles, 
for which Par has already shelled 
|out $3,000,000-$4,000,009, and San 
Francisco, Boston and _ Detroit, 
which Raibourn estimated would 
cost another $5,000,000 to get sta- 
tions on the air. 


Under a barrage of questions, 
Raibourn declared that Par is, but 
DuMont is not asking for large 
screen theatre tele patents. He 
said Par has no commitments to 
affiliate with DuMont’s TV web, 
in case the split goes through, and 
that Par picks and chooses tele 
equipment for its own stations on 
the basis of ‘“‘price and delivery,” 
instead of buying DuMont equip- 
ment exclusively. 


Facts uncovered by FCC probers 
from the DuMont minutes in- 
cluded: 

1. Last month DuMont directors 
discussed but “dropped for the 
time being” negotiations on Par’s 
proposal that one of the film com- 
pany’s Coast subsidiaries should 
handle Coast distribution of Du- 
Mont telesets. Raibourn disclosed 
the two outfits couldn’t get to- 
gether on terms. 

2. From 1939 to 1945, DuMont 
directors weighed several pro- 
posals to operate a Boston station 
in joint ownership with Par’s New 
England Theatre Corp. there. 

3. In August, 1945, Dr. DuMont 


in New York. Raibourn wanted 
more time to study the proposal 










to be still holding out, though with 


Goldsmith, Morris 


Seattle—Mel Gaumer, salesman 
has been 
named general manager of KWNW 
in Wenatchee. New Wenatchee sta- 


i V fuil 
time, is scheduled to hit the air 


so the DuMont plan was deferred 
and subsequently dropped. 

Raibourn told the FCC yesterday 
(10) the pix company is ready and 
willing to sell its 29% interest in 
the DuMont television labs — for 
$10,000,000. Par paid $164,000 for 
it in 1938-39. But Raibourn added 
that he couldn’t commit his board 
of directors, when Blume inquired 
if he would be willing to accept ad- 
ditional video grants on the condi- 
tion Par dispose of its DuMont 
holdings within 60 to 90 days there- 
after. 

Raibourn, prez of Par subsidiary, 
Television Productions, Inc., took 














Par-DuMont 


Centinued from page 31 


‘out that a majority vote of both | 


Mont stock holdings for $10,000,- | 


owned Par stations. These would 


proposed to file for an FM outlet ° 





the stand as FCC opened a two- 
day hearing to determine whether 
the film company is in position to 
control DuMont. The two are ap- 
plying for a total of 10 tele stations 
but will be limited to an aggregate 
of five, -unless the government 
finds there is no substantial inter. 
locking ownership, or Par disposes 
'of its DuMont holdings. 

DuMont stock was quoted at 
|$13.50 a share last Saturday. Rai. 
|bourn speculated it would be sell. 
ing at from $20 to $30 a share if 
|Par were not in the picture. Un. 
icertainties arising out of FCC’s 
|current probe were blamed for this 
| Situation. 


Scrap 28-Hr. 


Continued from page 31 














rule will apply to program tests 
and any “special temporary author- 
ities’ to operate ecommercially, 
prior to issuance of an actual li- 
| cense. 

Licensees may not credit to 
|minimum program schedules time 


100%- |spent airing test patterns or vis- 


lual slides which have ‘“‘no substan- 
tial relationship” to FM music be- 
ling transmitted simultaneously. In 
lother words, stations cannot en- 
lgage in “one-legged television” 
j and gount it as video programming, 

















FRACTURES ME 
on WICC! 
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CHARLIE SLOCUM 


also on WBAM-FM 
4:15 P.M. EDT Saturdays 
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“It’s a 50,000 watt boy, Mr. Time Buyer!” 


... the first of its kind in the New lethéy:New York 
Metropolitan Area. We're sure this newcomer, 
Television Station WATY, will make a mighty 
valuable addition to your media family. 

His new transmitter—the most powerful in the 
New York Area—is now blanketing 25 counties 
in America’s Richest Market* with 50,000 watts 


of effective radiated power. 


His imposing schedule of film shows and reinbhes 
will be on the air daily starting at 4 p. m. Live studio 
programs from the World's Largest Television 
Studio at Television Center will follow shortly. 
You can learn more about this high-powered 
newcomer by calling or writing Television Station 
WATV—and don't forget to ask about the special 


Pioneer Rate Plan. 
*WATV Prospectus now available 


watch WA 7 V channel 13 
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: : ‘ " - aye Foe aa iHlespie, 
jewiston pioneering (since 1912) | Jack Dempsey, Dizzy Gi 
aos Male chorus (40) under! Erna Sack, Mary 
sock batoning of Alex Cote not Barbara Ann Scott; 


, provi its standard well-| parachute jumping, takeoff of a 
rnd ghee leted here, but, as/ Royal Canadian Air Force survey | 


usual. introed a soloist it consid- 


‘flight into the Arctic, a county fair | 


van ael ‘ ; ‘ ial Christmas 
- or » best showcasing the and C FRA’s_ spec : 
ered is re th lh airer consisting of six remote | 
wate ey ra shows. Gorm. | 


Georgette Giboin, young Lewis- 
ton soprano, gave with everything 


from bravura arias to “Alice Blue | YOUTH PROGRAM 


Gown,” impressing as an exciting | With our Harold B. Hinds, | 
r on- sts 

new voice with plenty of poten- | — ; | 
tialities for radio, registering both | 15 Mins., Tues., 4:45 p.m. 
; ' Catholie Radio Guild 


in technical finesse and zingy per- 
sonality values. Here’s an obvious | 
bet for auditioning at any. pro 
level. 

Walter Beaupre, station §  an- 
nouncer, displayed infectious brand 
of enthusiasm for assignment, pro- 
viding nostalgic color in descrip- 
tions of City Hall crowd during 
hiatus caused by misplacing of key 
to the Steinway, and of the 16 
bouquets eventually trundled up 
to Miss Giboin. Incidentally, FM 
sender booms into 40-mile-distant 
Portland, while “parent” AM sig- 
nal is buried in a kilocycle bone- 
yard. Don. 


WTRY, Troy 

Program, on the air for more 
than a year, has varying levels of 
|interest—depending upon the sub- 
ject, preparation of material by stu- 
dent guests and their 
ability. Some of the topics hold 


appeal to Catholic listeners; a third 
group, both general and special ap- 
peal. The results, while rather 
' good, would be better if more pre 

lair attention were paid. 

Father Hinds, diocesan director 
of the Radio Guild and a frequent 
| broadcaster with young people for 
five years, combines the roles of 
imoderator and questioner. His 
guests range in number from one to 
five—boys and girls from Catholic 
high schools of the 





ONE YEAR TODAY 

With Terry Kielty, Fred Davis 

Writer-Producer: Brian Hodgkinson 

60 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CFRA, Ottawa ; .. [and do not, depending upon the 
Plugging its progress during its | circumstances. 

first beg of existence as the third, Father Hinds asks questions di- 

English-language | station in Can- rectly and simply. He has an effec- 

ada’s Capital, CFRA was probably itive manner with teenagers. Voice 

wise to emphasize its public service | would be more pleasant if a little 

broadcasts. Station did a boff job) je<. nasal and hard. Shots origi- 


on public service as well as enter- ate from the DeWitt Clinton Hotel 
tainment despite lack of any net-| tudios of WTRY. in Albany. 


oe Ro: re Lenora’ itt ceten.| Names of panelists should be re- 
; 4 o Bop ~ | peated si A Jaco. 

tainment times, of which it has | P ted at the signoff 

several okay disk programs, gab | *****+¢+¢¢¢eeee+e++ 

shows and quizzers. Dialers were 


left breathing heavy under the| > ante 7 
load of rebreadcasts of special] * Transcription Review 7 
events on the anni show, which PHO44O44OOO4 





could have been lightened by bits 


. of the musical jobs the station car-| SPICE OF LIFE 


ries regularly. | With Virginia Hauer, Dave Bal- 
“One Year Today” was showcas-| lantine, male quartet, Eddie Kas- 

ing of special events which brought; per, Sam Eisen Orch 

in on-the-spot broadcasts in floods,| Writer: Aaron Bloom 

top-brass garden parties, a circus,| 30 Mins. 

the Marian Congress, visits of | (Kasper-Gordon) 

President Truman, Maurice Cheva- | This is a neatly packaged musi- 

lier, Duke Ellington, Harry James,' cal show for the open-end trade. 













































GEORGE SHEARING 


1S TOPS 


TOP JAZZ PIANIST 
TOPS IN PERSONAL APPEARANCES 
TOPS IN RECORD SALES 


Now in the U. S. A. to stay—George Shearing, Britain's 
“blind genius of the keyboard.” _ 


Currently in 5th week at Three Deuces 
New York 


x * * 


LONDON RECORD ALBUM "PIANOLOGY” 


Representative 


SIDNEY ASCHER ASSOCIATES 
32 West 42 Street, New York City, LOmgecre 5-6396 
















Pickford and | 08 this show 
coverage of | 


speaking | 


general appeal; others, particular’ ' 


Albany-Troy| _. need 
area. The priest apparently uses no | Said FCC may eventually have to| .. w 
‘script; the other participants do/| hold hearings on the desirability | ¢5). 


4 . 
Each of the platters is built around 
a leading idea which, while not 
strikingly original, gives cohesion 
to the sessions. The warbling tal- 
ent and instrumentalists are first- 
rate while good production main- 
tains a smooth pace. Special twist 





emcee job, which is done entirely 
in rhyme. This sort of writing, 
however, can get overworked and 
obvious if dished up steadily. 

On one of the disks, program 
was based on a trip around the 
world with the music fitting the 
|clime and country. Virginia Hauer 
|opened in Ireland with an ener- 
| getic rendition of “Dear Old Done- 
gal,” followed by a swing through 
Italy, Paris and south-of-the-border 
musical styles by the band, crooner 
Dave Ballantine and a male quar- 
| tet. Herm. 











| FMA 


\t———— Continued from page 26 














| though no actual video program- | 
| ming is in process. 
The FM’ers showed plenty of op- | 
position to video's invading their | 
audience with FM music during | 
test-pattern periods and may chal- 
| lenge the practice in a formal FCC 
| protest. 
| These were other developments | 
at the FMA parley: 
1. FCC Chairman 


| 
| 


Wayne Coy} 


of 100% depulication of web airers | 
|on FM, but recalled that right now | 
ithe nets make no contracts with | 


| FM affiliates of AM stations. Com- | " soem : 
, bag | hour weekly r . enc port” featur one . 
indicated. will | i eekly platter “World Intelligence Report” featuring Rear Ad 


| mission action, he 
probably wait for more unanimity 
of opinion among FM’ers them- 
selves on a desirable policy. A 
four-man panel on the subject split 
two-to-two on the wisdom of the 
100% duplication policy now in ef- 
fect. Cey added that any commis- 
sion divorce of AM-FM ownership 
in the same town is “probably some 
time off,’ particularly so long as 





| 





2. The FM’ers adopted resolu- 
tions calling on the webs to use 
8,000 or 15,000 cycle high-fidelity 
lines to network FM shows; urged 
RMA to encourage manufacture of 
FM portables and auto sets; plugged 





| charges for. FM: and development 
of microwave relay webs; and rec- 


is Eddie Kasper’s | 


| Cooke, CBS producer-emcee, here May 15 


|for more equitable A.T.&T. line { 








| From The Production Centers 


ees Continued from page 29 











Wade, of Wade Advertising, in New York over the weekend ganderin 
the air show of the agency’s newest client . . . One of the final fellow. 
‘ships awarded by the Rosenwald Fund went to Bib Lucas, freelance 
radio writer, who will script a series about Negroes Rolland 
Reichert upped as assistant to Jules Herbuveaux, NBC’s midwest man. 
'ager of programming and tele. Ken Nelson replaces in Reichert’s 
| former post as program booking supervisor . . . Milton Berle collected 
| $31,961 in pledges for the Chi Heart Fund during a 14-hour phone mara. 
thon on WIND last Tuesday (4) night. Comedian personally handled 
2,000 calls .. . Frank Falknor, general manager of WBBM, reporting to 





| Fort Knox for two week of officers’ school .. . National Board of Fire 


Underwriters has pinned its $500 gold medal on WLS for public 
service in fire prevention. Station won the same award in 1944 and ’45 
. Borden Co. will bankroll George Stone’s five-a-week newscasts on 


WMAQ beginning June 7 “Career Performance” tees off on 


| Mutual May 29 as summor replacement for “Chicago Theatre of the 


Air.” Series will showcase new vocal talent, with winners, as chosen 
by listeners, set for dates on 1948-49 airings of “Chi Theatre of the Air” 
. Frank Doyle, ex-KMOX staffer, now a producer for WBBM 
General Mills has renewed its ABC lineup of “Lone Ranger,” “Betty 
Crocker,’ “Green Hornet” and “Famous Jury Trials.”’ Dwight 
and 16 originate “Cross- 
Section, U. S. A.” and “People’s Platform”... Larry Lazarus, WBBM 
accountant, in Michael Reese hospital for surgery . Emcee Don 
McNeill has launched the Tom Breneman Memorial Fund on “Breakfast 


Club,” in cooperation with the American Heart Assn. Flacks 
for stations that haven’t added tele are moaning about the space 
local radio eds allot to video . . . George Watson back on the “Gold 


Coast” shows after a week and a half absence because of an ailing 
throat. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


Gordon Hubbell, director of American U’s radio-tele curriculum and 
MAL program supervisor, ad-libbed on “Television in Education” 
radio committee of the AAUW here Thursday (6)... Ed Hart & 
Associates, radio productions, incorporating with Ed Hart as prez, 
exbraintruster Robert R. Nathan as veepee and brother Gene Hart 
handling sales and promotions. Hart’s newest release is a quarter- 
| miral Ejlis Zacharias (ret.) . Nancy Osgood, WRC-NBC Women's 
Activities Director, new v.p. of the D. C. Women’s Ad Club... WTOP’s 
Jerry Carter, who pulls top Hooper among local chirpers, signed to 
new daily “Date with Jerry” stanza, 5:15-4:30 p.m., Mondays thru 
Fridays, with organist Johnny Salb . .. WRC-NBC morning man Bill 
Herson elected to a four-year term as mayor (part-time, of course) 
of Glen Echo, Md., nearby suburb . . . Waker-Upper Milton G. Ford 
added new assignment as emcee of “Lunch at 1450” for indie WWDC 
yesterday (10)... Ruth Crane’s ‘Modern Woman” telecast on WMAL- 
ABC (6) backfired on announcer Jackson Weaver, who was cooperating 


| 
| 


ee psu yon : : ‘~ with Miss Crane to plug “Be Kind to Animals Week.” In an exchange 
duplication of programs continues. | With a Great Dane, canine guest star, Weaver was floored but not 


hurt . . . WOL-Mutual Women’s director Meredith Young emceeing 
local “City Fair’ today ...WOL’s Larry Frommer named to Board of 
Trustees, United Jewish Appeal .. . “Capitol Cloak Room,” D. C. airer 
goes on the CBS net May 26. Stanza, produced by Ed Scovill and Leon 
Levine, features a trio of Columbia newsmen quizzing the politicos. 





= ed 





ommended that the Census Bureau | 
| undertake a detailed survey of AM- 
| FM-TV-fax set ownership. 
| 3. Marion Claire, manager of 
WGNB, Chi, was named an FMA 
director, replacing Leonard Asch of 
WBCA, Schenectady, resigned. New 
officers elected for FM region 4 
are: Ben Strouse, WWDC, Wash- 
ington, chairman; R. C. Embrey, 
WITH-FM, Baltimore, secretary; 
and George Sutherland, WAMS- 
FM, Wilmington; Tom McNulty, 
WMCP, Baltimore; Harold Essex, 
WSJS, Winston-Salem, and Ray P. 
Jordan, WDBJ, Roanoke, as vice- 
chairmen. 











Joseloff a 


| Continued from page 26 


outfit installs fixed-frequency re- 
ceivers in the food marts signing 
‘for the service, which they get | 
| gratis. 

Corporation currently is feeding 
its programs on leased phone wire 
into the nation’s fourth and fifth 
largest grocery chains, American 
Stores Co., Philadelphia, and First 
National Stores, New England, as 
well as to Baltimore markets and a 
local chain in Philadelphia. 

Via FM, the programs will be- 
| come available to all supermarkets 
in a 50-mile radius of Storecast- 
affiliated stations. The “member 
| Stations” will control and operate 
the programs, but utilize Storecast 
| techniques for related-selling on 
|'food commercials designed for 
|home listening as well as aimed 
| at market shoppers. 
| Joseloff, ex-Young & Rubicam 
}adman and former head of radio 
for the Biow agency, started his 
Storecast system two years ago. 
George Hennessy, ex-BBD&O 
agency exec, is in the operation 
with him as veepee over merchan- 
dising operations. 
| One thing Joseloff can guarantee 
|FM’ers tying up with his deal: 
| Storecast’s Hooperatings in super- 
| markets will be the best possible— 
/100 all the time. 





























| St. Louis—Feld Chevrolet Co., 
| St. Louis County motor distributor, 
|through Gordon-Marshall, Inc., 
{is bankrolling a “You Name It” 














poe ge on a five-days a week news- 
cast program over KWK, local 


ithe entire 


Uniform Time | 


ae Continued from page 26 





light or standard time observance. 
The network men said all com- 


munities as well as _ businesses 
should operate on a uniform time 
schedule. 


But Acting Commerce Commit- 
tee Chairman Leonard Hall (R.,_ 
N. Y.) pointed out that none of the 
bills before the committee does 
more than require uniform time 
for businesses engaged in inter- 
state commerce. Rep. Joseph 
O’Hara (R., Minn.), author of one of 
the bills in question, maintained ; 
the committee would never go all 
the way with radio and attempt to 
legislate local observance of a 
nationwide time system. “We sim- 
—e_ the authority,” O’Hara 
said. 


Juster declared NBC favors a 
uniform observance of daylight 
time from April to September for 
country. Reprising 
earlier testimony before a Senate 
Commerce subcommittee, Gam- | 
mons told the Committee Columbia | 
will pay $200,000 more to. | 
















‘ WODSU broadcasts 5000 watts 
_ from the. French Quarter t 
the Gulf and South Louisiana listeners, 


From daily association with time-honored 
New Orleans institutions WDSU has 
developed a high quality of integrity. 
WDSU devotes program time regularly 
and exclusively to the St. Louis Cathedral, 
the Internationa! House, Moisant Intct- 
national Airport, Tulane University, 
Union Station, the Municipal Auditorium, 
Symphonies and Operas. 

WDSU's dominate Hoop- 
erating proves that hoa- 
oring local insticutions 
creates high listenct 





phone company during the sum- 
mer months because of shifting 
time schedules. It will have a 58- | 
station web of daylight time out- | 
lets and a second hookup of 108 
stations which continue to observe 








standard time. Willard said the | | NEW ABC 

— was urging passage of H.R. | ORLEANS Affiliate 
40, providing for uniform stand- | = 

ard time throughout the year. 1200 ke ain 4 co., aie - 
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Monitoring the Foreign Countries 











Washington, May 11. . 

oundup of worl 

owe 0s gleaned from the 
ether by official U. S. monitors. ) 
Australia: Government is trying 
to run down Station DIG, an il- 
licit outlet in the vicinity of Mel- 
pourne which, among other things, 
has been broadcasting anti-commu- 
nist propaganda. Operation of an 
illegal station may bring a fine 
up to 500 pounds and five yeays 


imprisonment. 

Russia: The Soviets celebrated 
“Radio Day” May 7, with broad- 
casts both domestically and abroad 
claiming a Russian, Alexander 
Stepanovitch Popov, rather than 
Marconi, developed radio. In the 
Ukraine, it was announced rebuilt 
stations now have considerably 
more power than they had prewar. 
It was claimed that more than 
1,000,000 receivers (including the 
loudspeakers in public places) are 
operating in the Ukraine. On 
May 6, Russia conducted a series 
of tests for its radio hams, the out- 
standing ones getting money prizes. 


Germany: A new 20kw trans- 
mitter has been installed at Saar- 


Earl Harper’s Rep Spot 


Atlanta, May 11. 


Earl Harper, whose sportscasting 
background dates back 20 years, 
has joined the Walker Co., station 
reps, as local office manager. His 
job will keep him on the road most 
of the time, traveling throughout 
the south from Virginia through 
Texas and making use of his pro- 
gramming and commercial associa- 
tions in dealing with stations and 
advertisers. 


Harper, who originally came 
from Mobile, Ala., worked as a 
sportscaster on New Orleans and 
Cleveland stations and WOR, New 
York. Later he handled Gillette 
fight programs on ABC and for 10 
ears covered baseball in Newark, 
/., for General Mills. 





bruecken, in the Saar. 
operation in July. 
Roumania: The Rumanian Broad- 
casting Co. has been authorized to 
borrow 350,000,000 lei for 10 years, 
for development of its service. 


Sepia Disk Jockey Sues 
WOOK After Dismissal 


Washington, May 11. 
A $50,000 damage suit against 
station WOOK and its president, 
Richard Eaton, was filed last week 
by disk jockey Harold B. Jackson. 
who charged that Eaton had 
wrecked his program, “The House | 


It begins 








| That Jack Built.” 


Jackson, who is colored, and who | 
now works for WINK here, charges 
breach of contract. He said he was | 
hired on a one-year contract at $50 
weekly plus 15% commission on | 
the advertising he obtained. He} 
said he signed the contract in May, 
1947, and was dismissed “without | 
cause” in December. 





Al Capp Vice Pearson 


Cartoonist Al Capp, creator of 
“Li’l Abner,” will be the summer 
replacement for commentator Drew 
Pearson in the Sunday 6 p.m. slot 
on ABC. Lee Hats continues spon- 
sorship. Weintraub agency wound 
up negotiations late last week. 

Capp’s starting time is still in- 
definite inasmuch as it’s believed 
that Pearson will continue in his 
spot until the Republican and 
Democratic conventions in Phila- 
delphia are over. 

Interest in Capp’s possibilities 
as a radio commentator came with 
his participation on “Town Meet- 
ing of the Air.” Talks were re- 
corded and submitted to various 
agencies. 





Pittsburgh—Ben Muros, who re- 
signed as program director at 
WCAE a year ago to become man- 
ager of WKAP in Allentown, Pa., 
has resigned to return to Pitts- 





burgh as assistant to Pete Schloss, 
boss of WWSW. 


Stop the Neurosis 


Looked upon by vocalists as 
perhaps the most frustrating 
program on the air is “Stop 
the Music” (ABC). The singers 
on this show are too frequent- 
ly prevented from finishing a 
lyric. 

Vocalists who have had some 
contact with psychoanalysis 
say that if performers are 
subject to such interruptions 
long enough they could de- 
velop some phobia or neurosis. 
One suggestion made is that 
for the good mental health of 
the “Stop” singers the studio 
audience ought to be held over 
after the broadcast and the 
program’s vocalist given an 
opportunity to complete all the 
lyrics they started. 








Taped ‘Tick’ as Summer 
Replacement for Helbros 


Experiment in taping and edit- 
ing an audience participation show 
in order to weed out dull inter- 
views and put together choicest 


of air time is about to be initiated 
by Addison Smith in producing 


as a Flash” on Mutual. 


of “Author Meets the Critics” and 
gabber of WNBC’s (N.Y.) “Room 
| 416,” has been pacted as “inter- 
rogator” for the MBS stanza, which 
Will tee off June 6. 


Smith, who has come in from the 
|Coast to both direct and produce 
the Helbros strawhatter, will tape 
the initialer May 25 at Mutual’s 


“What Makes You Tick?” as sum-| stations for information about their operation, organizational setups, 
mer standin for Helbros’ “Quick | programs, ete. 

| we can collect,” Pedro M. Voltes, head of the paper’s radio department, 
John K. M. McCaffrey, moderator 





RADIO 
Inside Stuff—Radi 
e ado 

ABC didn’t lose the General Electric “What’s My Name?” billing 

to CBS—but thereby hangs a tale. It seems GE and its agency, 

BBD&O, have been dissatisfied with the ABC Thursday night spot 

occupied by “Willie Piper,” which GE is replacing with “Name,” and 

asked the web for a Wednesday evening niche. Net turned down the 

bid, presumably because GE is a competitor of Philco, which has made 

ABC’s Wednesdays a Bingsday. As a result, the agency was reported 
mulling shift of “Name” to CBS. 

ABC meantime was bidding for a CBS billing, Wildroot’s “Sam 

Spade,” which also is a BBD&O show. As an availability for the show, 


| ABC offered its 9:30 Saturday slot, vacated by the Wine Growers’ 
_ cancellation of “Murder & Mr. Malone.” 


{ 
everyone 


“We'll take it,” was BBD&O’s quick retort, “not for ‘Spade’ but for 
‘What’s My Name?’” 
“Name” will debut in the 9:30 Saturday period June 19. 





“Somewhere in the U. S. A.,” believes Martha McHatton, radio and 
film editor of the Indianapolis News, “there’s a city (or reasonable 
facsimile thereof) called Usoapia. Here live ail the winners of radio 
contests—across the tracks from the bingo and china movie winners 
of depression days. All the residents drive Kaiser-Frazer cars and 
likes something because—. The Western Union boy is a 
Tom Mix Straight Shooter riding his twin-built bike wired for tele- 
vision. The postman, Obviously, is the walking man, who whistles the 
mystery tune as he delivers the check prizes daily. Non-residents of 
Usoapia have but one hope; that someday they’ll become a LEMAC.” 

Foregoing, at least, is how Miss McHatton felt after a typical day 
in which her phone rang, she swears, over 50 times with readers 
wanting to know about radio contests. “If only radio knew what it 


p | was doing to radio editors!” she moans. 
segments of the proceedings ahead | a 





A Barcelona newspaper, El Mundo Deportivo, which claims to have 
the “largest and best informed” radio section in Spain, is writing U. S. 


“We are gathering all the news of the radio world that 
wrote a N..Y. station. “We feel that our columns are constantly bind- 


ing the radio lovers of our country to the foreign actualities. Our 
section has also proved to be a valuable guide for the publicity offices, 


| the commerce and the staff of our broadcasters, who generally lack of 


| 


} 


any information.” 





Friendship that began in Pittsburgh nearly 20 years ago when Dick 
Powell was the m.c. there at Enright theatre and Harold C. Lund was 
with Paramount exchange paid off last week in ABC’s new weekly 
sustainer, “The Front Page.” It was Lund who cooked up the package 


Longacre studio, he said this week. | show, sold it to ABC for 26 weeks on a sustaining basis and got Powell 


An hour-long show will be put on! to.go along. After leaving Par, Lund was an exec with Ross Federal 


the ribbons, then trimmed down to 
a half-hour program. 


One reason for using the tape 
technique is the nature of the show, 
which caters to the long popular 
pastime of self-analysis. Format 
calls for each “subject” brought 
before the mike to evaluate him- 
self on the basis of his answers to 
psychologically prepared questions. 
(A panel of three judges will award 





best self-evaluations.) 


| 





Service for several years before going into the service. A lieutenant 
in the Navy, he worked for Ward Wheelock in Philadelphia up until 
last September, when he pulled out for the Coast. 





Greater New York Fund, which still has until June 12 to go on its 
1948 campaign, figures-more than $100,000 in time and talent already 
has been contributed in the fund’s cause via more than 20 N. Y. area 
radio stations. Stars who’ve guested or made e.t.’s for the drive include 
Bing Crosby, Kate Smith, Raymond Massey, Jo Stafford, Hildegarde, 
Phil Silvers and many others. Mutual prexy Edgar Kobak heads the 
radio committee, with active legwork being done by Mike Jablons. 


prizes to participants offered the | Disk jockeys’ efforts for the fund are being directed by WOV’s Fred 


Robbins. 
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how to get in fast | 


(WITHOUT GETTING SOAKED) 


bathing suits 
soft drinks 
tea and coffee 


cream 


canned foods for salads 
sporting goods 





most people 


he most people are 


mutual 


This Is a yoohoo to all makers of sun lotions 


and all other summer products. This is a nod to 
advertisers who have to sell in a big way in a 
short time. 


Your best way to make a quick, inexpensive, 
effective SPLASH in the world’s richest market— 
is time on WOR. For WOR exposes your sales 
message to the largest single-station audience in 
America; to 34,057,161 people in 430 counties in 
18 states! 


On WOR, you move right in on a mass of lis- 
teners who are ready to hear about your product. 
Because WOR’s shows stay on the air during the 
summer—and their listeners stay right with them. 


Does WOR sell in summer? A soft drink com- 
pany’s sales upped 100% during 13 summer broad- 
casts. A sun lotion company . . . But we could go 
on like this for days! And WOR does all this fast, 
high-diving selling for you at low-tide costs. Call 
LOngacre 4-8000. 
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‘The nation’s most honored station 


“Chicago’s Showmanship Station’ — 50,000-watt WBBM — 









has won more of this year’s most coveted. Radio Awards than 
any other station in America: 

THE ALFRED I. DU PONT STATION AWARD 

THE VARIETY PLAQUE AWARD FOR “RESPONSIBILITY 
TO THE COMMUNITY” 

THE GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY AWARD 

W BBM was honored six more times for humanitarian service 
to the community during 1947, including citations by... 
THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF COLORED PEOPLE 


A SPECIAL WENDELL L. WILLKIE JOURNALISM AWARD 


And WBBM-produced “Melody Lane” was selected as the best 
commercial program in America for “large store advertisers” 


by the National Retail Dry Goods Association. 


Chicago's most sponsored station 


WBBM — the nation’s most honored station — carries more 
advertising than any other radio station in Chicago. 

.. And has every year for 22 consecutive years! 

The reason? Local, national spot and network advertisers 


— like major radio award committees — have found WBBM 





has a flair for creating programs that command attention. Get 

big audiences. And results. 

Credit goes to WBBM’s 38 master showmen whose inge- 
“| : _nuity and skill make every WBBM-built program a prize 

dl | contender... whether it’s designed to move people to act ona 

id social problem or to. move people to buy and buy and buy. 

| The conclusion is obvious: To get many more Midwest- 

erners to buy much more of your merchandise, use WBBM 


—Chicago’s Showmanship Station.” 


| “Chicago’s Showmanship Station” \ \ B B M 
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* NBC EXECS GO WEST 


,* 
‘ 
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_ FOR WORKSHOP SESH 


Hollywood, May 11. 
WBC executive echelon in New 
York moved in on Hollywood this 











Continued from page 25 


power, although the charges may 
ereate a public odor.) 


TV Operation Open 





|grams more effective and less of-! 


fensive via Schwerin testing. 

Mutual will provide studios and | 
other facities for the pre-testing- | 
while-you-wait. All of the testing 
will be conducted in New York, | 
with platfers being shipped in from | 
the Coast, Chicago and other points | 















after months of promotion and 
production effort (such as ace 


ABC Crime Shows 


ee, Continued from page 27 








Stanza will get “Treasury Agent's” 
5 o'clock Sunday segment starting 


i in the three- : in the out-to-town packages the|producer Bill Speer’s assignment | June 6. 
week to participate Mullen’s leave-taking of NBC | web w. to “The Clock”) still failed to snare} Time slots and debut dates for 
session of NBC Workshop at raises .the all-important question web wants to sample. Indications “Who Did It?” and “Criminal 


sian hotel starting tomorrew 
(Wed.). Meet will be devoted to 
elinical discussions of program- 
ming, advertising, promotion, pub- 
licity and engineering. 


as to whorwill run the web’s tele- 
vision operation. Mullen was 
NBC’s No. 1 video man, and in a 
year when the network played the 
major role in helping to set tele- 
vision’s pattern. There is specu- 


are program veepee Phil Carlin} 





and his staff will take advantage | 


| Of the deal to audition a wide vari-|loaded with straightaway who- 


|ety of stanzas. Schwerin has as-| 


| signed Don Blue of his staff to be! 


|service exec on the Mutual opera-! 
‘tion, on which a fulltime staff will | 











sponsors. 


The kilocycles already being 
dunits, Barry figures the trick that 
may win new listeners is to biend 


mystery stories with other enter- 





tainment formats or special angles. 


Casebook” will be set in a few 
days. Meantime, a whodunit that’s 
had bankrolling but is losing it, 
Wine Growers’ “Murder & Mr. 
Malone,” has won a reprieve, but 
has been retitled “The Amazing 


Here from New York for the veangy Moen Sidney N. Strotz, west- | pe employed. To give the theory a strawhat | Mr. Malone” and is due for a shift 
lav which immediately|ern division veepee and now in irl ti i ‘as lined up a tO 4 new time. It now tails “Gang- 
conclave, N. Y. to coordinate the chain’s TV ae ee ee ee 


edes the NAB convention, are 
orton Adams, Noran Kersta, 
James Nelson, J acob Evans, 
as Knode, George McElrath, 





ye Z » Coac Continued from page 27 ——— wy a : rere 
k, J. L. Seibert and J. L. manent berth on the Coast. et eae ‘ Ee earceereeme esene , °° - os Pop's 8:30 We in sd \ sic t nd 
f + ain Trade guessing will take many | Woodruff Broadcasting Co., which | Who - Did {t?,” an ABC “Music oS nund Or” will sovtin$ i acorns 
. a turns, the possibility not being | operates four Georgia stations. a en —_ package, ns 8:30 to 8 Mondays starting June 7 
ruled out that Mullen may pro- Most recent addition to Atlanta’s |Will be supervised by George | . } 


Pittsburgh—Bill Hinds and Buzz 


activities, might succeeed Mullen 
in the high tele post. Strotz, how- 
ever, it’s known, prefers his per- 


mote the capital to buy out Rich- 


WAGA 











string of radio mills is WQXI, lo- 





who-did-it, a “whydunit,”” a comedy | 
mystery and a superstition-did-it. 
The shows, all due for teeoffs 
within a month, are: 


'Harmon Coxe, creator of “Crime 


busters” at 9:30 Saturday. 

In other schedule shifts occa- 
sioned by show exits, “On Stage, 
America” is being moved into “Vox 


taking over the “Point Sublime” 








i ” : : > : 7 y s sor i 
m have landed a oe oe fon| ards. Latter is said to have re-|catd in Buckhead, unincorporated | Photographer.” Twice during the | Fores co Bn gag me 
we Gate, dally SDKA. It's Chi so.| cently set a price of $10,500,000 | suburb of Atlanta. Station is owned |balf-hour stanza, listeners will ~ made a decision on renewal. ' 
and eo oa kroll the Bien n0e for WJR alone. Should Mullen | and operated by R. W. Rounsaville, | Phoned and asked to “4 —. i 
— on at 8:15 in the morn-|SWing a deal for the stations, it | who also owns WBAC, Cleveland, ese a org beige gh ag Seattle—Don Solbeck, formerly A 
ing beginning Monday (17). Con-|is no trade secret that KMPC |Tenn.; WBEJ, Elizabethton, Tenn.: ioleeae cai “$300 plus any “nie | with KJR here. is now en centinu- | 
tract runs through the end of ney be the NBC outlet in Holly- waren a Tenn., and coin) at the windup asking a lis-| ity staff of KIRO, local CBS outlet. ' 
OO rrr Mullen has been one of the top | ated with MBS. Fenn., all affili- tener to guess the identity of the KING” ne 
i é i ». NU. 





is 








,000-watt daytime 
$50 Ke. associate sta- 


has been right bower to Trammell 











‘Red Network’ 


instigation. FBI director J. Edgar 
Hoover also provided FCC with in- 


leaders in network operation and | 


the Coast, in addition to managing 
the western division. 


WQxI at present is a strictly 
Dita operation and Rounsaville 











Continued from page 27 





place Polk in Athens if the Pales-| 
tinian situation becomes quiet. 

Taylor reported that CBS cur-! 
lrently has no correspondents oper- | 


diately following the Communist | 
coup. Wilfred Fleischer, Stock- | 


If the listener misses, 
the jackpot carries over. 


murderer. 


a refur-! 


critical applause during its run on| 
Mutual. 
“Johnny Fietcher,” a mystery 
stanza played for laughs (with | 
studio audience) starring Bill | 
Goodwin and based on “Frank | 


oy ating in the Soviet-dominated|Gruber’s comedy-mystery stories. 

When you bu The Continued from page 27 ——— Cer of eastern Europe. Alex- | Barry claims he’s more ene ery 
lishers who fail . ander Kendrick, CBS stringer in| of the salability of this show than | 

Team ou get! MBC, on their sicetns PUL cancion, | Czechoslovakia, made his last)any in his experience. He's slot- | 
lus » ts new and is headed for the courts at their | broadcast six weeks ago imme- | ting it, starting May 30, in the 7°30 | 


Sunday spot ahead of “Stop the 
Music.” 








“HIRES TO YA’” 


since the latter moved from Chi-|is general manager, with Jim Dav-|,, C'i™inal Casebook,” a refur-| q 
cago into the presidency of NBC.|enport and Chester Bennett in PiShed edition of the old “I Was} j 
Both Ken Dyke and Harry Kopf | charge of commercial department A Convict show, with Dr. Edwin | 

will be favored candidates for the | It’s a 1,000-watter. '|J. Lukas of the Society for the | i 
Mullen post should Strotz decide Prevention of Crime again conduct- ; 
agdinst being transferred from the | , ing interrogation of anonymous | i 
Hollywood post, where he is to di- | a Wjex-cons on why they committed | 4 
rect the net’s tele operations along | CBs Foreign their crimes. Series won strong | 


abinaane tae 








fo on Lamb's writings, icipa- | 2olm correspondent, may pull out} “Superstition,” dramatic series | 
tion in the National yen Gulia \of his present spot. Setup in Rome, | (packaged by Mrs. Martin Straus) 
ete., but a majority of the Commis- | P@Tis and Frankfurt remains status | in which each episode is built | 
sion bench decided that no evi- | 4¥°- ‘around an age-old superstition. | 


FOR THIRD YEAR 


tion for rural Kansas. ON CRS 


The Team’s coverage 








is custom-built to 
cover ali the Kansas 
City market. And The 
Team is the only 
Kansas City broad- 
caster doing that job. 


































dence had been produced linking 
Lamb with the Communist. party. 

The Un-American Activities 
Committee “has been laying for 
FCC” for some time now, a staff 
member said. The Committee has 
a full file on the Lamb case, per- 
sonalities involved in the Holly- 
wood Community radio group, and 
several other organizations whose 
applications are not now before 
the FCC. 

Hebert placed his letters to the 
two Committee chairmen in the 
Congressional Record yesterday 
(10). Some newspapermen, his of- 
fice said, complained they could not 
use the full texts because of pos- 
sible libel action. Once in the Rec- 
ord, the salon’s remarks are privi- 
leged. 


Schwerin 


Centinued from page 25 


up, which is a six and a half-year 
deal running to 1952. 

Indicating, all the same, that he 
had obtained NBC blessing in his 
latest move, Schwerin pointed out 
that web toppers Niles Trammell 
and Frank Mullen “feel that what 
is good, for radio is good for NBC.” 
It’s been their concept, the re- 





searcher explained, that one means 
of improving radio is to make pro- 
































-« “He'll hit anything you threw ... he eats Wheaties!” 
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Poul W. Morency, Vice-Pres.—-Gen. Mar. 


evry measureme 


Watter Johnsen, 
WTIC's 50,000 wotts represented nationally by Weed & Ce. 
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Assistant Gen. Mqr.—-Sis. Mgr. 
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The farther that the pre-ban 
hurleyburley recording period re- 
cedes the more apparent it becomes 
that the guy who first wheezed, 
“haste makes waste,” wasn’t talk- 
ing through his zither. As the re- 
leases roll off the wax assembly 
line week after week the percent- 
age of the mediocre and the trite 
fattens, the quality of material dips 
steadily and records of distinctive 
merit and possibility seem to be 
moving more and more toward the 








My Favorite Five 
Larry Wiison 
WNGE, New Orleans 
“March of the Bob Cats” 

(Bob Crosby) 
“Temptation” (Artie Shaw) 
“Deep Purple” (Bing Crosby) 
“Summit Ridge Drive” (Ar- 
tie Shaw) 
“Moonlight 
(Glenn Miller) 


Serenade” 








line of diminishing returns. It 
would be to the advantage of all 
majors to take immediate inven- 
tory and for one thing start back- 
ing up a potential hit with a poten- 
tial hit and in the process discard- 
ing whatever likely tripe that got 
in through the stencilling rush. Un- 
til the AFM unshackles the. busi- 
ness it might be a profitable work- 
ing rule to meld strength with 
strength and only strength. 

Denny Dennis—‘I'd Give a Mil- 
lion Tomorrows,” “Need I Say,” 
“A Feller With an Umbrella,” 
“Steppin’ Out” (London). Neither 
platter is up to the quality of some 
of Dennis’ past releases, but this 
English lad’s fine tonal quality ana 
uniquely relaxed phrasing still 
lends a special floss to “Tomorrows” 
and “Umbrella.” He gets good 
sparking from Stanley Black’s or- 
chestra and the Song Pedlars. 

Gordon MacRae — “It’s Magic,” 
“Spring In December” (Capitol). 
MacRae is pretty much himself in 
this pair and the result is a 
smoothly melodic performance, 
even though it tends to overflow 
with syrup. 

Clark Dennis — “On the Village 
Green,” “Jalousie” (Capitol). After 
his overcuddling of the Peter De- 
Rose-Stanley Adams sentimenetal 
piece, Dennis’ vigorous approach to 
“Jalousie” comes as quite a relief. 
For timbre, control and expressive- 
ness Dennis, as underscored by 
this item, rates around the top 
among recording tenors. Back- 
ground from Billy May is a darb. 

Ray McKinley Orch—‘“A Man 
Could Be a Wonderful Thing,” 
“Tambourine,” “Put ’Em in a Box, 
Tie ’Em with a Ribbon,” “You 
Can’t Run Away From Love’ (Vice- 
tor). Just so much sound mixed to 
call it a session with the exception 

of ‘Wonderful Thing.” As cooked 
up by McKinley and his staff 
chirper, Marcy Lutes, it’s about the 
cleverest piece of tease dueting 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodec 








One of those toss-togethers that 
come out of left field and land 
among the best sellers. Strictly 
backroom in quality, conception 
and performance, “Hearts Win” is 
an amalgam of a “Hearts and Flow- 
ers” melody and “The Curse of an 
Aching Heart” lyric. DeLuxe 
rushed this into production after 
the Universal version, cut with the 
Frank Petty Trio by the Backbay 
Record Co., started to click in 
Philly. The song, revised by Jack 
Clifford, dates back to 1903. That 
Hayes’ interpretation is of minor 
import is attested by the flatness 
of the flipover co-oldie. 


Jack Smith — “Flower Seller,” 
“Takin’ Miss Mary to the Baii” 
(Capitol), Smith mixes it pleasantly | 
enough with the Clark Sisters in 
touting the British import, but it’s 
the reverse surface that perks at- 
tention. “Ball,’’ from M-G-M’s “On 
an Island With You,” is a rhythm 
novelty with an uncommon quaint- 
ness about it. Horse-clopping ef- 
fect adds much to its charm. Rec- 
ommended to jocks, especially for 


a change of pace. 


Platter Pointers 
Desi Arnaz (Victor) wnipped up 


a rousing version of the Miguelito 
Valdes standby, “Rhumba Rhum- 
sae ae 
(London) should get a big rise out 
of the U.S. trade which goes for 
brilliant pianistics with 
Madness” and “Canadian Capers” 
.. . Vera Lynn dresses up “Fare- 
well to Arms” with smart lyrical 
nuance in her latest London re- 
lease, with “Flower Seller’ tagging 


Harry Roy orchestra 


“Piano 


along as just acceptable ... Vic 
Damone (Mercury) does ably by 
but adds nothing to his stature on 
“Laroo, Laroo, Lilli Laroo” and 
“Fair Lady” ... Al Clothier’s or- 
chestral treatment of “Man on the 
Carousel” (Dana) will probably be 
getting quite a play from the 
jockeys ... The Dinning Sisters 
(Capitol) have a catchy grooving in 
“The Last Thing I Want is Your 
Pity” and a well contrived feature 
in “Bride and Groom Polka.” Jack 
Fascinto’s backing helps tremend- 
ously ... the Sportsmen’s (Capitol) 
furnishing of their own a capella 
by the _ recording - on - recording 
route with “You Can’t Be True, 
Dear,” deserves a listen if only to 
note its technical effectiveness .. . 
Louis Prima (Victor) is much off 
par with “I Feel Smoochie” but 
fairly entertaining via “Betty Blue” 
. .. Larry Douglas makes conven- 
tionally sweet music of “I Kiss 
Your Hand, Madame” (Signature) 
= Irving Fields (Victor) has a 
solid winner for the sentimental 
trade in his holero garnishing of 
“Wedding Song,” with Betty Harris 


and the Three-O-Niners on the vo- 
cals . . . Don Rodney’s “Schoene 
Maedel” (Dana) has a chance of 
ingratiating itself with the foreign 
language customers . . . Chuck 


quality of sweet dansapation in 
“Who Put That Dream in Your 
Eye” plus an attractive sample of 

ensemble vocalizing . . . The same 

goes for Johnny Long’s (Signature) 

snappy turnout of “Just Like 
hat.” 


Net Proft For 
Decca Off 50%, 
In First Quarter 


Decca _ Records cited its net 
profit for the first quarter of this 





}year, ending March 31 last, as hav- 


ing been approximately 50% below 
the corresponding period of 1947. 
Company earned $388,400 the first 
three months of this year, after 
setting aside $238,050 for taxes. 
Comparable quarter of last year 
earned $687,120 and paid 88c a 
share dividends as against the 50c 
that will be paid on this year’s first 
three months’ income to holders 
of 776,650 capital shares. 

Decca’s gross sales for the three- 
month period of this year were 
$7,923,735, about $2,100,000 off the 
’47 first quarter take of $10,220,780. 

All other major companies are 
in the same position. 
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OPERATION MIDNIGHT 

With Rob Martin 

105 Mins.; 11:16 p.m., Mon. thru Sat. 
Participating 

WPOR, Portland, Me. 

With bulk of his jock experience 
garnered at San Antonio, Texas, 
perhaps it’s not surprising that Bob 
Martin came home to Maine a 





maverick, or maybe it’s a reaction 
to that hillbilly fare. Anyhow, he 
spins nothing here that he doesn’t 
himself enjoy, telling requester on 
recent session that he had person- 
ally consigned all available “Saber 
Dance” disks to the ashcan. It’s 
jazz-concert stuff throughout, with 
avoidance of sweet, novelty, and 
juve-fad items. Must have plenty 
of company in his austere notions, 
too, as average session pulls in 60 
wires, with mailcount also high. 
Stan Kenton’s “Collaboration” is 
Martin’s current fave, and no air- 
ing goes by without it being played, 
analyzed, and replayed. Chatter is 
similarly advanced hep or brash. 
Commercial copy sounds adlibbed, 
with sponsors torn down and built 
up in close enough to the same 
breath to leave them reasonably 
happy. Don 





Foster (Mercury) pours a saleable |~ 


On the 


New York 


Thomas “Fats” Waller National 
Memorial Week occurs May 15 to 
23...Millard C. Faught named 
public relations counsel for Indus- 
try Music Committee, named last 
year by ‘the networks‘ and re- 
cording companies to deal with the 
American Federation of Musicians 
on radio and recording contracts, 
the latter still to be discussed... 
Carl Fisher opened new music re- 
tailing store uptown in N. Y...Abe 
Glaser, formerly with Burke-Van 
Heusen, going out of music biz; 
will soon head for Coast to open 
Hollywood branch of Masters Mart 
store...Music Corp. of America 
submitting Xavier Cugat for one- 
nighters for three-week period 
following July 7...Tommy Dorsey 
will work one-nighters out of N. Y. 
beginning July 17... Sammy Kaye 
band added tenor Dick Edwards to 
vocal staff...Mel Torme. also 
recorded BVC’s “Little White 
Lies,” which was omitted from re- 
cent Variety ad on the time. 


Joe Galkin, manager of Art 
Mooney, Blue Barron, planning to 
open a shoe store in Macon, Ga.; 
he once owned one there... Buddy 
Greco’s Three Sharps into Dome, 
Minneapolis, for seven weeks fol- 
lowing close at Edison hotel, N. Y. 
June 16...Bob Troupe, song- 
writer turned singer, into Edison 
when Greco leaves . . . Red Norvo 
at Stage Door, Milwaukee. 





Chicago 

“Jazz at the Philharmonic” 
group, with Flip Phillips batoning, 
plus Helen Humes, headline Sher- 
man hotel’s new show, opening 
May 21. ... Johnny “Scat” Davis 
holds at Capitol Lounge. another 
four weeks. . . . Chi office of Mu- 
tual Music closed this week, third 
local music rep recalled in month. 
...Chick Kardale, formerly with 
Melrose Music, now plugging “Na- 
ture Boy” for Burke-Van Heusen. 
...Mickey Downs, of William Mor- 
ris band department,- vacationing 
in Northern Michigan... . Spike 
Jones has set July 18 as wedding 
date with chirp Helen Greco.... 
George Olsen band opens Beach 
Walk season at Edgewater hotel, 
June 11 for entire summer.... 
Sarah Vaughn into Blue Note July 
26....Newly formed Remco, head- 
ed by R. E. McGreevy, named local 
distrib for Majestic Records... .. 
Mills Brothers into Regal theatre, 
May 28....Martha Glaser, former 
flack for Norman Granz, settling 
here....Sherman hotel’s College 
Inn got ABC remote wire last 
week, after being off more than 
a year....Jimmy McPartland into 
Club Flamingo, Moline, May 11. 
...Gloria Van and Vanguards add- 
ed three musicians for stay at She- 














that’s come off the etching table in 
some time. Number could catch on 
in a big way. A blend of charm, 
verve and humor, 

Anne Shelton—‘Oh! My Darl- 
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NATURE BOY (4) (Burke-VH) 


Sellers on Coin Macktone Week of May 8 


= BOY (4) (Burke-VH) ............... ¥ osc whee be cones Mee Cole nsieeeras. .s: Capitol 

2. YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (5) (Biltmore) ........ S.ccccwe’ Jerry Weyne.....; ...K. Griffin 

_3. TOOLIE OOLIE DOOLIE (3) (Chas. K. Harris) ..... {Andrews Sisters......... Decca 

awe *** ) Van Horton........Continental 

4. NOW IS THE HOUR (15) (Leeds) .............. Honey Fields........... London 
th Santee 2 * (Bing Crosby..... cevoeeds D 

LITTLE WHITE LIES (9) (BVC) .............. Cb eeoceee ave Dick shige a ceed 


ing,” ae end endte), SABRE DANCE (11) (Leeds) ...... Seo eeee Corer eccere sl oe + Freaay reg aS RSS? t sini 
is Britis rl’s c und o cae en bones. ictor 
warmth and rhythmic sense comes 7. BUT BEAUTIFUL (9) (Burke-VH) ............... a Crosby... ...+6.00... Decca % 
roug Ww plenty appeal in Sete eee Frank Sinatra......... Columbia 
“Darling,” but the Cole Porter side 8. MANANA (14) (Barbour-Lee) ..... Cdse0 § Peggy Lee...... sees... Capitol 
turns out a mistake from almost pes: “take: *** | Mills Bros... ...Decca 
every angle. Those low. notes 9. BECAUSE (1) (Chappell) ...................., P Faaipthcagao-rtdehg 
should never have been attempted. . tereeeesceee Perry Como.............Victor 
As usual, Camarata’s orchestral 10. BEG YOUR PARDON (14) (Robbins) .............. ane k's ; Francis Craig: ..is'ss<is.. Bullet 
cro are — ; : Frankie Carle.........Columbia 
Helen Hume—“Today I Sing the , : 
Blues,” Rey veg On Sugar Hill” Coming Up 
(Mercury). Stands out as an expo- 
nent of the blues in “Today” and LAROO LILLI BOLERO (Shapiro) CHU n> 2608S 6-08 Ce cecrcece Cees Peggy Lee.... Coecesess Capitol 
Seaela bs able te git a jo aon ST. LOUIS BLUES MARCH (W. C. Handy)............ Hebe ring fitese.. Bh: REDE an 
hood of the gk ng ——_. Per- HEARTBREAKER (Leeds)................ ‘seen othe Evbes aeaee ree od 
rn or Or Og Me tM Gk ERROR SR OER E Fe ee me) ees 
something she has lots of. OEE TRPPENBSS AID) 2 occ cccccccecescscctecsescccccees Aap. mat ce ge Poo 
“Jumpin’” flips her back into the| J BABY FACE (Harms)........... Pdadbvitnhcairbicki sto a) andra Steele.....Damon 
aie pees, >. = Ae eee ee aR ORCC ODIO Art Mooney........ ooce M-G-M 
; Re yor Bond a ree HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) eeeereses Coeesereees Ce eeeerseces ; —s fan: re . Victor 
‘William Te verture” (Victor). O Stafford............. i 
Buffoonery in either instance de- DICKEY BIRD SONG (Robbins) ......... ce ceeecces Freddy Martin arm 
pends more on talk than on instru- on Ve, Pe, Larry Clinton........... oan 
mental material — : the wr SHINE (Shapiro-B) ............ Lito LENT ere e rere tesesees Frankie Laine area. M Pi 
should register solidly with the : seeeveeee. Mercury 
Jones mag oN Dick —— hore TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) ....ccccccccccscsccccccce 608 0 6 Owe k prarey 4 ey ere Victor 
a sideshow barker in “Sea” that’s ‘ S$ BTrOS...... Shon oe die Decca 
omaha a two above the conven.| + I WISH I KNEW NAME (Leeds) ns TrOsOnORIsaeebesseannenedegh SEEEE | Roe vest... Decca 
tional, while “Overture” serves aeNobis (709° °° ee 
merely as_ the ome ip cnee to TERESA (Duchess) .............ess00-. O20 20800 Coebass { Andrews Sis-Haymes iy 
Doodles Weaver’s extra amusing mee eet ee ao ee 
description, of a horserace. ee t THAT AIN’T RIGHT (Am. Academy) .............., CVs evcchecs Mendis tate, (whee bee P nese 
Bruce Hayes an Ss o— ; F : MO. wee eeee, ercury 
“Hearts Win, You Lose,” “In the | ~ UFigures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


Shade of the Old Apple” (DeLuxe). 


rr 


Upbeat | 


raton hotel... “Jazz at Phith 

ic” date at Civic Opera House, Man 
2, with Sarah Vaughan, grossed 
$8,100. ... Barclay Allen into Chase 
hotel, St. Louis, June 24... Sam. 
my Kaye and Tom Rockwell, of 
GAC, here for confabs with Ches- 
terfield regarding Supper Club 
summer show on NBC....Lan 
Adams, Marty Gould’s vocalist at 
Chez Paree, acting as stand-in for 
Jimmy Stewart, here filming 
“You've Got to Stay Happy” " 





Hollywood 

Ike Carpenter orchestra repeats 
at Trianon ballroom May 15.,.. 
Billie Rogers, femme trumpeter. 
singer, due back next week from 
N. Y. tc rejoin Tommy Pederson 
orchestra....Al Celley, Duke Ell. 
ington manager, here on visit..., 
Roy Randolph band opens at Brem- 
erton City Club, Bremerton, Wash., 
May 15....Bill Williams formed 
orchestra with Obie Johnson, 
trumpet; Tino Isgro, tenor sax; 
Bert Caldavell, alto sax; Wilfe Wy- 
lie, piano; Monte Mountjoy, drums; 
Bill Peysar, base....Warren Pearl, 
Frankie Carle, manager, in for 
Carle opening at Ambassador hotel, 





Kansas City 

Benny Strong underwent throat 
operation during week his crew 
was at Terrace Grill....Bernie 
Cummins back at Muehlebach ho- 
tel for umpteenth time....Don 
Ragon band on Pla-Mor bandstand 
this week-end (7-9) ....Dutch Hol- 
land band at Fairyland Park ball- 
room when outdoor spot opened 
for summer Saturday (8) 
Spike Jones crew due for concerts 
in Music Hall May 26-27 and in 
St. Joe, May 28-29....Wayne Nuir 
and two-piano orch moved from El 
Casbah to Tooties Mayfair.... 
Drum Room of President hotel has 
Jimmy Ellyn orchestra for three 
weeks....‘‘My Happiness” platter 
by Jon and Sondra Steele (Damon 
label) now over 300,000 mark. 





Pittsburgh 
Connie Haines at Bill Green’s 
along with Marshall Young orches- 
tra....Dizzy Gillespie set for jazz 
concert for Norman Granz at Syria 
Mosque May 27....Lanny Ross 
follows Jerry Cooper into Club 
Copa next Monday (17). Johnny 
Marino’s band renewed there.... 
Jimmy Spitalny’s option at Ankara 
picked up through June 3, after 
which he moves to Vogue Terrace. 
...Tony Pastor to open outdoor 
dance season at Terraced Gardens 
May 26. He’ll give way June 7 to 
Dick Jurgens....The New YWork- 
ers into Mercur’s Music Bar for 
two weeks....Red Ketter unit re- 
oe Adam Trie at Horseshoe 
ar, 


‘Remember Mama’ Song . 
Dispute Ironed Out 


All the legal entanglements in- 
volving the song, “I, Remember 
Mama,” have been straightened 
out and the tune now becomes the 
publishing property of the writers, 
Charles and Henry Tobias. They 
have agreed to pay John van Dru- 
ten, who created the “Remember” 
title for his stage version of the 
novel, “Mama’s Bank Account,” 4 
royalty of.a cent and a half per 
copy plus 163%6% of the mechani- 
cal rights. 
Max Dreyfus, as part owner of 
Williamson Music, other partners 
being Oscar Hammerstein II and 
Dick Rodgers, let the Tobiases 
have the number back after con 
siderable dickering. Dreyfus with- 
drew the song from broadcasting 
some weeks ago after the produ- 
cers of ihe film version of “I Re 
member Mama” (RKO) objected, 
pointing out that the writers, any- 
way, hadn’t cleared the rights to 
the title with van Druten. 

The Tobiases, who are putting 





jthe song into their own catalog, 


Tobey Music Co., have asked 
ASCAP to take off the wraps 
which Dreyfus imposed on the 
number’s performance, following 
the complaint, since they intend 
to plug it on their own. 


Elmore White to Coast 


Elmore White, professional man- 
ager in New York for Crawfo 
a Dreyfus subsid, will shift to the 
Coast next week. He’ll handle the 
.. B. Harms catalog in that terti- 
ory. 
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White won’t be replaced in the 


east. 
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Jimmy McHugh One of These Rare 





By ABEL GREEN 
recent VARIETY commemo- 
eed Jimmy McHugh’s quarter-of- 
eentury as a songsmith with a 
8 section reprising his high- 
t songs. Now quite the dig- 
nified gent of the Beverly Hills- 
Bel Air sector, privy to the best 
arties of the ultra film set (in- 
cluding the A. Atwater Kent shin- 
digs), it’s a far cry from Tin Pan 
Alley where McHugh would teach 
torchers with one hand, as a Mills 
Music plugger, and with the other 
find time to knock off the impres- | 
: ate c 
oe him double-A in ASCAP. 
McHugh is the epitome of the 
music business. Like the Berlins, 
Kerns and Gershwins he started as 
a songplugger where his affable 
nality was no small asset in 
influencing 
ies On wares he was then 
exploiting. He may refute the 
Lothario implications but the yes: | 
teryear vaude days called for *| 
of “contacting” that differs 
from the electronic entertamment | 








ASCAP’ers—Double A and Sil Writing 


Local 47 Tolls Torme 
To Pay Bill—Or Else 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Mel Torme has turned over $534 


to Ray Conniff, composer-arranger, 


for arrangements done by him, 
but assertedly unused by singer. 
Coin change of hands was on order 


of American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ Local 47. 
Just before Torme opened a year | Raine’s assistant David Leventritt. 


from Sonny Burke, who farmed out 
some of the work to Conniff. Torme 
contends Conniff cleffings did not 
reach him in time for the Copa 
opening and that he had to pay 


vaudevillians in|N. Y. arrangers to do the work. 


Conniff recently took matter to 
union, which told Torme to pay up 
or his membership standing would 
be “in jeopardy.” 





| 
| @ 
technique today. 
It was natural, of course, wnat! TD) Mulls 1-Niter 
McHugh would segue into writing | 


his own tunes, and in time also 
utilize his legion of loyal singers 
and other song interpreters to plug 
them. Then McHugh teamed with 
lyricist Dorothy Fields and the 
move sent both of them over the 
top. In time Miss Fields col- 
laborated with such topnotch tune- 
smiths as Jerome Kern and Arthur 
Schwartz, and McHugh worked 
with other distinguished word-| 
smiths. 
What makes McHugh unusual in 
present<iay Tin Pan Alley annals 
is that he’s not content to rest on 
his ASCAP laurels. In 2% 
decades. he has veered with the 
trends and the times. Yen to write 
the nation’s songs, rather than its 
laws compels America’s premier 
songsmiths to keep abreast with 
its current events. McHugh illus- 
trates the point. From the World 
War I period with his “Hinky 
Dinky Parlez Vous” he embraced 
War Il in “Comin’ In On a Wing 
and a Prayer.” From the “I 
(Continued on page 48) 


Diskers Eye Music 
Accomps 0'seas 


There is good indication that 
more recording companies, major 
and minor alike, are planning to 
cut musical accompaniment for top 
singers in foreign countries. Last 
week it became known that Mer- 
cury Records waxed a background 
to “Nature Boy” in England, 
brought the disking here and had 
John Laurenz add the vocal. Ap- 
parently, some rival companies 
were heartened by Mercury’s lead 
and are planning to follow. 


One of the reasons that may be 
influencing such a trend to beat 
the tight restrictions of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musician’s disk 
ban, .is that a capella backgrounds 
have proven of small value. Of all 

disks made since Jan .1 by all 
top companies with vocal back- 
» mone are proving very 


HIT DISK DUBBING 
BASIS OF ST. L. SUIT 


St. Louis, May 11. 
Millner Record Sales Co., St. 
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Tour in England 


Tommy Dorsey has discussed 
with Music Corp. of America the 
possibility of going to England 
later this summer or fall. Actual- 
ly, nothing concrete has been ar- 
rived at, but the idea would be for 


| T. D. to assume leadership of an 


established British band, as a guest 
conductor, and play one-night 
dates, theatres, concerts, etc. 

While no communications have 
been made with the British Musi- 
cians Union, it is felt that if Dor- 
sey’s plan reaches the point where 
contacting the BMU is a must, he 
will have no trouble. English toot- 
ers union does not frown too dark- 
ly upon individuals coming into 
the Isies to work, so long as they 
recruit British musicians for their 
purposes. But that is no proof that 
they’d permit Dorsey to work. 

Dorsey undoubtedly figures that 
he'd draw in Britain, on the basis 
of virtually an international repu- 
tation. Plus which, he has been 
covering England fairly thoroughly 
as a disk jockey for almost six 
months. The transcribed show used 
by dozens of U. S. stations is also 
broadcast by France’s Radio Lux- 
embourg five nights weekly and it 
is beamed toward England. 


Sky Writing Gmmick 
Gives Carpenter 607, 
On Trianon Terp Date 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Ike Carpenter’s orchestra got it- 
self a raise to 60% of the gross of 
a one-niter Saturday (8) at Horace 
Heidt’s Trianon ballroom. Hop 
from 50% outfit formerly got was 
caused by Carpenter arranging to 
have date at the spot sky-written 
over the Santa Monica beach area, 
afternoon of affair. Week before, 
Carpenter played Trianon at 50%. 
He pulled sky-writing gag and 
gross jumped to $1,600 at $1 top, 
biggest ballroom has pulled in 
some time, so he got a re-booking 
and will repeat again this week 
(22). 

Manager of Carpenter, Hal Gor- 
don, also manages disk jockey Jim 
Hawthorne, who rides programs 
here sponsored by used-car dealer, 








“Honest John.” Dealer also owns 


Louis, was defendant in a suit filed the sky-writing outfit, hence Gor- 


last week in U.S. district court by 
Miracle Record Co., Chicago, for 
Producing and selling unauthor- 
ized copies of pop Miracle records 
under labels that resembled Mir- 


acle’s, sates George H. Moore 
, a temporary § injunction 
against Milton Saul and Edward 


kel, agents of Millner company. 
omg record dealers said that as 
- nm as a record becomes a juke- 

: fave dubbed” copies of it are 
on Own on the market in large 
a ee. Sell at 47c wholesale 
Sct 79¢ retail, Hide-away manu- 
le oe most of whom are al- 
Pe to operate on the West Coast, 
ine ; the “dubbed” records accord- 

a the local dealers. Millner 
tion ee to have advertised na- 
rec, y,.22d promoted a Miracle 
®cord tagged “Long Gone.” 


|don was able to do some fast-shuf- 
fling promotion and get Carpenter- 
| at-Trianon traced out in vapor five 
‘miles up. What pleased ballroom 
was fact the writing was done at 
beach, where rival sites, Aragon 
and Tommy Dorsey-owned Casino 
Gardens, are located and usually 
pick up Saturday nite play from 
crowds swarming surf and sand. 





Boyd Raeburn’s orchestra gets 
its first crack at a major New York 
hotel in several years when it suc- 
ceeds Woody Herman at the Com- 
modore May 18. Date is for four 
weeks. 

Commodore, which usually folds 
its Century Room for the summer, 
may remain open through the sea- 
son this year if suitable talent can 
be bought. 








log of tunes which now/ago at New York's Copacabana, | 
| he ordered a flock of arrangements | 


COL. MAPS DISK 


| 


Commodore Sets Raeburn. 


CRC N.Y. Office Gets New 
Union Pact, $6.50 Per Hike 


Climaxing some six weeks of ne- 
gotiations, a new one-year contract 
affecting some 30 homeoffice white 
collar workers was inked Friday 
(30) between the Radio Guild, 
United Office and Professional 
Workers of America, CFO, and 
Columbia Records. Agreement 
provide a $6.50 across-the-board in- 
crease, hiking the average Colum- 
bia employee salary to $56 weekly. 

Radio Guild’s chapter negotiat- 


ing committee was headed by 
Deborah Ishlon; Sylvia Sheridan, 
Guild organizer; and _ attorney 


Samuel M. Sacher. Columbia was 
repped by Kenneth Raine, treas- 
urer and general attorney; Richard 
Smith, personnel director, an 





HITS OF ITS 
OWN SONGS 


Columbia Records Corp. in the 


future hopes to make its own hits. | 


In recent months, CRC, along with 
the other major diskers, has been 
appropriating- the click disks 
launched by indie companies all 
over the country and marketing 
them for its own benefit. That’s 
all over, it’s asserted; in the future 
CRC will concentrate on making 
successes of material made before 
the Jan. 1 disk ban. 


Columbia feels that it has a 
fairly substantial batch of tunes on 
wax that it has an exclusive on. 
What’s meant by this is that among 
the 150 or so tunes it is holding 
in its dormant Columbia Music 
Corp., there are dozens that no 
other recording company was able 
to cut before the ban. Perhaps all 
are exclusive. And these will pro- 
vide the springboard for Colum- 
bia’s dive into the business of con- 
centrating promotion on its own 
backlog rather than be forced into 
the position of takinfi a hindley 
hold on the clicks launched by in- 
die firms. 


Obviously, if Columbia can 
achieve some successes out of the 
pile of its own backlog, it would 
be able to steal a march on its 
major rivals. It’s almost axiomatic 
that the original disking which 
caused a hit is never overcome by 
a rival’s later issue. 


Business of getting that “first” 
varies. Not always is it the initial 
version of a tune that clicks. One 
disking of a song may be on the 
market for weeks without creating 
a stir. Another company will issue 
a version and that interpretation 
may do the click trick. And that’s 
the one that gets the major play 
from the public. Same is true of 
indie hits, in the event the smaller 
company can get production. “Near 
You” is an example; Bullet label's 
version was never headed off by 
majors despite almost identical re- 
cordings by major company artists. 

Prize example was “I'll Never 
Smile Again.” Glenn Miller re- 
corded that tune in the late 30s on 
RCA-Victor’s Bluebird label. His 
was an up-tempo disking. Months 
later Tommy Dorsey made it for 
the same company’s Victor label, 
at slow ballad tempo, and his ver- 
sion was a huge success. Miller's 
never sold. 


St. L. AFM Local 2 Puts 
Stop to Disk Show P.A.’s 
By Visiting Bandleaders 


St. Louis, May 11. 

A ban against visiting maestros 
making cuffo p.a.s on local disk 
jock programs was ruled last week 
by Sam Meyers, prez of American 
Federation of Musicians, local 2 
He said such appearances are con- 
trary to a rule of the union. Meyers 
said band baton wavers have been 
“going wild lately, so we're putting 
the damper on.” 

Rush Hughes, disk jock who has 
a Monday p.m. program on KSD- 
TV in addition to another on 
KXOK, has been hypoing his stuff 
via gabfests with visiting leaders. 
Last week he had skedded Liber- 
ace, Nick Stuart and Alvino Rey 
for p.a.s but Meyers’ edict put the 
quietus on them. 


Meyers explained that leaders 
may appear if they are paid, but 








the cost is too steep for local bank- 
rollers. 














| 





Claims of infringement 
lodged against “Manana”’ 
week, the second such accusation 
to be made against a top tune 

















Heidt already has came from, re- 
membering that he was their prop- 
erty up until Jan. 1 and did not 
have the company’s permission to 
cut material that wasn’t for their 
use. 


DUCHESS BEHIND ‘DOOR’ 
ON B&W DISK PAYOFF 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Lou Levy, head of Duchess Mu- 
sic, which published “Open the 
Door, Richard,’ introduced on 
Black and White records by Jack 
McVea, is erying—no royalties. 
Levy asserts B&W sold 250,000 
\copigs of McVea's etching, that 
\other waxeries have paid off on 

° ° ° ‘their versions, but that he has been 
'Gillespie’s $4,200 in N. Y. brushed by the originator. 

The Dizzy Gillespie concert at} Black and White disked McVea 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Saturday (8)| pefore bandleader, who also cleffed 
grossed $4,200 with 1,800 paid ad-|the tune, made the deal for Duch- 
missions. With that return, Pro-|ess to publish the hit. Recently, 
moter Leonard Feather, made) after a series of disagreements, 
either a small sum or broke even.|MeVea and B&W split. Waxery 

Cutting into the gross was the paid the performer $1,000 cash and 
fact that Gillespie two days prior|all ties were cut. Waxery’s prez, 
to the concert, wound up a week’s; Paul Reiner, said that the tune was 
engagement at the Apollo theatre,/cut by his label before Duchess 
N. Y., which is conceded to have\ever entered into the “Richard” 
decimated his potential take. | picture, and that all firm's dealings 
| Gillespie, on his previous recital|on ditty were direct with McVea. 
at this hall, around four months | Reiner stated that payoff given 
ago, played to a sell-out house with | performer is a final settlement and 
hundred being 





ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 43 
Jewish Pub Will Ask 100% of ‘Nature’ 
Earnings in Infni t Actio 
* A. Edward Masters, attorney for 
. . J. J. Kammen, Jewlsh music pub- 
Bishop Wriggles Loose lisher who claims “Nature Boy” is 
an infringement * of his 
tunes, is so certain of his case he 
From FB, Goes to GAC won't ask for a temporary injune- 
Chicago, May 11. / tion, as originally planned. It’s 
Billy Bishop drew a release from | i — if ce agp sag ps is sine 
é : 5 . | ed, stopping the sale of music an 
his Frederick Bros. contract last | disks of the tune would only hurt 
|week, after the American Federa-! income Kammen expects to real- 
\tion of Musicians agreed his deal | ize. 
‘with the agency had been violated.| His suit expects to demand 
‘Bishop sought his release on| 100% of the tune’s earnings, a rare 
grounds that FB failed to book the | “a = Hi oop 
, sel siceciea ail Tare :dwin H. Morris music company, 
band for four consecutive weeks, | the selling agent for “Nature Boy” 
a provision of the contract. ‘via a Tinkers-Evers-Chance ar- 
immediately after release, Bishop rangement is mulling indemnifying 
‘signed with General Artists Corp., | recorders, , a — 
errr eey . -.. | everyone else who may be connect- 
ae immediately booked nim | ed with the exploitation of the song 
— iy oer carga hotel, opening | 4s a result of a threatened infringe- 
Is nd d * bet waren i —— ment suit. Morris’ action is due to 
po pos 4 a Gh _ yan ge ate the distribution late last week of 
\the ec Cc s first crack at jetters from attorneys representing 
| the Bismarck, heretofore an MCA the J. J. Kammen publishing com- 
spot. |pany, Jewish melody outfit, to the 
| effect that “Nature” is an infringe- 
e ‘ ’ [mont on its port = Fe ar 
rom an operetta titled “Papiros- 
Claim Manana | sen,” by Yiddish theatre actor Her- 
|man Yablokoff. 
e | By indemnifying the Various or- 
A Inf ganizations which may find them- 
Tt] ringeme selves involved in a legal suit with 
| Kammen, as innocent bystanders, 
were; Morris would be -making a 
last {routine move followed by all pubs 
in similar cases. What gives this 
particular one an unusual twist, 
within 10 days (“Nature Boy” is| ®owever, is that Morris is only the 
the other). Barbour-Lee publishing |S¢lling agent for the song. It’s 
house, operated for Peggy Lee and|Wned by Crestview Music, a new 
husband, Dave Barbour, writers of | itm set up by Nat “King” Cole, 
the tune, by Mickey Goldsen, re-| W20se Capitol Recording put the 
ceived a letter from a San Fran-| ‘tune into the best seller class, and 
cisco attorney. It’s claimed that | C@tlos Gastel, his manager. 
the “Manana” melody was lifted | Crestview recently made a deal 
from an oldie titled, “Midnight On| with Burke-Van Heusen, which is 
the Ocean,” by Harry K. Mc-| in the throes of realigning its affi- 
Clintock and Sterling Sherwin. canes ps ng — through 
“Midnight” is said to be a pub-| “hese facilities all of its songs 
lic ree melody with a bei ge | were distributed in ithe past. And 
ric. But, in a folio published by | Morris is handling “Nature,” too. 
Southern Music, there is an ar- 
rangement of -it owned by the e 
above writers. And on this basis 
they are claiming “Manana” is an' §f- 0 
infringement. 2 
Goldsen points out that the por- e 
tion of the melody the two writers Record Himself 
claim was stolen from them for 
““Manana” can be found in any one 
of a dozen p.d. melodies, notably} Horace Heidt wants to go into 
— a by scons A agg iarye eed the recording business for himself, 
oh padre ayn vawed - ori ip suit | much in the way Phil Spitalny got 
losses. McClintock-Sherwin  at-| imto the disk swim last year. But, 
torneys had advised all recording | the _ circumstances upon which 
companies, broadcasters, etc., of | Heidt is basing his plans has Co- 
their claim. lumbia Records wondering since 
° he had been under contract to that 
mtn ro 1 last, when the 
_ disk ban went into effect. 
Goodman Octette Reduced | Heidt has seven masters which 
° he aims to release in album form 
To Trio, So He Canc ,as his first effort. However, he 
° ‘needs eight sides to make up a 
Out on Carnegie, N.Y., Date ‘our-aisk album and is asking Co- 
alin alte! semeaiihdl ait lumbia to sell him one of the mas- 
Coramale Hall, New York Paar — - Ce = oe pe free , 
Concert he was to have done Mon-| +. SF ae a, ee ae 
day (10) evening because’ he 
couldn’t get ready in time. B. G. 
got into N. Y. only last Monday 
(3) to prepare for the concert, 
which was to be done with an 
octette, but had only pianist Teddy 
Wilson and two other musicians 
as the nucleus. 
He began auditioning men for 
the other four places to be filled 
soon after arriving in the east, but 
couldn’t find suitable tooters in 
time. Rather than work the concert 
with a hurriedly constructed group. 
he cancelled out. 
Goodman is to open at Frank 
Palumbo’s Click, Philadelphia with 
the group May 24 and begins week- 
end dances at the County Center, 
White Plains, N. Y. June 18. 
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' ways. 


where and when the seven sides * 


turned |a contract release that worked two . 
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Wednesday, May 12, 1948 
_ Velo 


Corrent Slump in Music Sheet 
W 


Worst m 15 Years 


Sales Seen 





Music sheet sales picked up 


lump 

anticipation that the deep s 
oat six weeks or SO was 
However, at the begin- 
his week there was no in- 
at of a continued rise. Pubs, 
have found during the sales sluff ’ 
at sales 
ye then drop 
Major publishers 


urrent slump i 
t where it’s the worst in 





will be good for a few | 
to a walk again. 


15 | 


point , 
Estimates place ; | 
we from 60% to 75% off the 


f a few months ago, which 
oe ak lower than wartime fig- 
res. ‘Now Is the Hour” is still 
the leader (it has sold over 700,000 
copies), with “Nature Boy second 
with jobbers and “You Can't Be 
frue, Dear” third. These three 
are doing the majority of the biz. 


Latin Tempos 


Up in France, 





gightly toward the, lose «cof |B.G. TO GET PHILLY’S 


\‘Fellowship Citation” of the High 
{School Fellowship for his 
|standing contributions to the im- 
assert that the | provement of human relations 
has reached the |through his music, particularly in 


sales any- tion barriers. 


land vocational 


‘FELLOWSHIP CITATION’ 


Philadelphia, May 11. 
Benny Goodman will get the 


“out- 


breaking down racial discrimina- 





Award by the group, composed | 
of some 75 clubs in junior, senior | 
high schools in| 
Philly, will be made at a Fleisher 
Vocational School Rally, May 25. 

Citation, sponsored by the Board 
of Education and the Fellowship 
House, in previous years went to 
Frank Sinatra, Kate Smith, Joseph 
Josh White and Jay (Mr. D. A.) 
Jostyn. Presentation will be made 
by Connie Mack, Jr., son of mana- 
ger of-the Philly Athletics. 

Also listed is a presentation of 
a Goodman likeness to the Fellow- 


Freddy Martin Set 
For Waldorf-Astoria 


Freddy Martin’s orchestra will 
play the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria’s 
Starlight Roof this season when 


the outfit comes east. Martin has 
been slipped into the Aug. 5 debut 
slot formerly held by Jack Fina, 


who is moved back to a Sept. 2 | 


opening. 
Martin also plays the Strand 
theatre, N. Y., in September. 


MILLS TO REP ARCADIA, 
BRITISH PUB, IN U.S. 


Mills Music last week inked a 
long-term agreement with Arcadia 
Music Publishing Co., Ltd. of Lon- 
don, covering the western hemi- 
sphere publication and recording 
rights to some 75 orchestral com- 
positions and songs of the British 
firm. Contract also specifies that 
Mills is to hold first publication 
rights to all compositions which 
Arcadia might release. 

Catalog of the London company 
principally consists of light con- 
cert pieces and ballads. But, it 
had a recent novelty hit based 
upon rationing tagged, “Where Is 
My Sunday Potato?” Some of the 
writers whose numbers are now 
available to Mills as a result of the 
deal are the late Richard Tauber, 
Walter Kaufmann, Harry Ralton 








ship House’s Doll Library. 








and Cecile Chaminade. 


CRC, Victor Ads Spotlight ‘New’ Dis 





(Week ending May 6) 
London, May 7. 
Galway Bay....... Box & Cox 
Golden Earrings..... Victoria 
Tree in Meadow .. Connelly 


Silver Wedding Waltz Unit 
Near You..<.i%. ..B. Wood 
Civilization .......... Morris 
Os ocak asd aie s SED Leeds 


Wonder Kissing Her. Feldman 





Wishing Waltz......Noel Gay 
| Sweet 16 Darewski 
| Once Wintertime. .Cinephonic 
| Serenade of Bells Morris 

Second 12 

Tell Me Story..... Dash 

Reflections Water. .P. Maurice 

Cousin Louella F. D. & H. 

Oh, Achin’ Heart Connelly 

How Soon.......... B. Wood 

ae eee Chappell 

My Own Grandpa...... Leeds 

Cora Bell.... » witty ace 

Apple Blossom. Wed. Connelly 

Shoemakers Serenade Kassner 

Too Fat Polka.....F. D. & H. 





Make Everything. .P. Maurice 











U. S. Pops Off 




































































































































































—| RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS |—, 





While American music has en- | - - 
joyed a fair amount of pooulenity VARIETY a = 1 Sl ? 
in France in the postwar period, : a te = ols! 2 > 
it’s now on the downgrade, says Survey of retail disk best ”n 2/8) 5/212 = 
French bandleader-publisher Ray sellers, based on reports ob- a) Zlul alos 513 
Vv in N York f 18- tained from leading stores in mt Sieli@2iv pa T 
entura, in New Yor or an nedl . : : 3 7 sis olsigzgisi- 
day stay. He attributed its slip 12 cities, and showing com s| 3 2|u| E}/<|eeleiy} es] 0 
from public fancy to a tremendous | parative sales rating for this >| fl alels 2/3/219 TS Tet Ss 
upswing in Latin tunes. and last week. El sl Sl/elel aleiel els; 2s] 4 
—— 21 8] @1e lal tle i 2iaisie L 
Pickup of rhumbas and tango in 2/8) e/S/A] || siajele g.|& ' 
Gallic tastes has been a logical one, | - 4/3 § ii slelaelisilliel 
Ventura noted, inasmuch as the | vation Week Ending | 2) Sje/s/ e/a) jjalglal2| ez 
French are basically a Latin race. | “; 7) 71s islets | 1 S 1 $| o 
On the overall, he said, sheet mu- | Rating MAY R 6| 6 l ~ |u| | sidifiscis ' 
sic sales are not so good now nor | - e 3 é rs § 8 3 e s E N 
does the outlook appear encourag- | This Last Fl =| 315 2) si/Biclsisig + 
ing. Primary reason is low wages | wk. w Artist, Label, Title iziliclalgs!/|Si &laelalalsic!ls& s 
and high prices. Until economic | ——————— 
conditions are adjusted there can’t | KING — (Capitol) Ce ea eee a ee 
be much hope for a boom. 1 1 “Nature a EES Ss aoa ll 
Ventura, whe produced two fil- KEN GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) . . 
musicals last year and appeared in | 2 4 “You Can't Be True, Dear”...... 7 3 8 2 2 1 5 
both with his band, is in New York PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
principally to arrange a U. S. dis- a | a ary are 2 5 ee ee ee ee ae 50 
tribution deal for the pix. One : — ae AV MES (Decoal 
score includes a Paris hit titled | 4 9 “ayttle White Lies”... ‘ee 3 a 
“Maria de Bahia” by Andre Hor- , i as a6 nC et 
nez and Paul Misrakifl It’s due! ee eaek eee” ie g ; aY gi 2 
to be published here in June by b Bae Dickey Bi Song Se EP z 
Lou Levy’s Duchess Music TEX BENEKE (Victor) Se a 
Redd Evans’ recent sale of the 6 4 “St. se OMme fen oo eee TE ae ee 
English publishing rights to his PERRY (Victor 
U. S. hit, “Ballerina,” to London’s 7 Rs 0 a ae eee > es 8 8 € 27 
Peter Maurice for a $3,000 advance WOODY HERMAN (Columbia) ee 
arenes om sheet masic a 5 “Sabre Dance”.................. 2 5 ’ 
sales is unlikely to be repea in ONEY (M-G-M) 
‘similar deals, Ventura felt. He| | 9, g “BABY FACE”. 2s... 5 8 7 7 6 22 
added that a publisher must pay at 
. BING CROSBY (Decca) 
least another 5% royalty to a lyri . 1 6 4 22 
cist in order to assure a first-class 9B 6 Now Is the Hour”.............. 
rewrite job of the English words GRACIE FIELDS (London) 5 os 
for the Continental market. With| | 10A 6 “Now Is the Hour”............ 
a 20% bite off the top, the pub- JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) : . ra 
lisher is taking a chance. 10B 10 “My Happiness”................. ° 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) a iki uf 
100 14 “Gabso Damee”.........-...---. : 
MILLER WINDS UP WITH ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) _ Es 
, 10D 9 “Toolie Ooo errr 
‘HEARTS WIN TUNE VAUGHN HORTON (Continental) p ‘a 
Miller Music, one of the Big 3,| | 1!A_16 “Toolie oo a emai A EEE = 
up with the song, “Hearts) | 115 ig aS Suast?. oo. .f- ns. 5 5 9 14 
Win,” launched in Boston by the 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) e ie 
new Back Bay Record company.| | j2 g “Shine” ..............-..---- 8 6 9 if 
Hearts” originally was a Feist FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) nag 
‘copyright, but writer Andrew Sterl-| | 13 .. “I Got a Crush On You”......... St ; : 
ing some years ago failed to renew STAN KENTON (Capitol) a 5 P 
his legal hold on the song and it! | 14 .. “Peanut Vendor”..........---. 
went into public domain. Feist, BULL MOOSE JACKSON ee . . 
however, still holds the foreign| | 15A_.. “All My Love Belongs to You" -._—-- ms 
rights to the song and due to this | SAMMY KAYE (Victor) Te aa 
Circumstance, Abe Olman, Big 3 15B “Tell Me a Story”.........------ - Ae ; 
ead, got together with Dave| | “MEL TORME (Musicraft) Pest 
"ga who had taken the song 15C “Little White Lies”..........---- “sa 
wt is Jaydee firm, and worked) | FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) : . 
banal deal under which Miller will 16A “Feathery Feeling” Sinai as 
e itati : 16 Feathery Feeling” _ 
age the eames Po: © Sarees PERRY COMO (Victor) 10 5 7 
“Hearts” got started when Jack 16B “Haunted Heart seen ee eeeetees 
Clifford rewrote part of the words BING CROSBY (Decca) . 7 
and music and recorded it with the 16C 16 “Haunted Heart”... -- 
Frank Petty Trio. He started the| | MACKLIN MARROW (M-G-M) . P 7 
mak Bay label with it; when the! | 16D “Sabre Dance”..............----_ 9% ; | 
om began to sell, Clifford worked Tee T. TEXAS TYLER (Four Star) . ‘ 
sal Bow so Chicago’s Univer-| | 16E “Deck of Cards” __-.----.--. on .. ; 
Later DeLuxe Gian aa, = ype 2 3 . Pet ie 
whic. out with its own version,| | FIWE TOP | sono urs of | cartain From BARBERSHOP | KING COLE TRIO 
“n Started a dispute with Clif- CASTILE Volume Ne. 3 aay 
ford. He claims Delame ied h UMS 7. Alfred Newman Mills Bres. ug Py 
whi a2 fh jest Decca Capitol Capitol 
ves to on —— his changes are Decca Majestic ap 
€ Luxe arrangement. 








To Hit Ban's Impression on Public 
Best British Sheet Sellers 


Both Victor and Columbia have 
embarked on a policy of playing up 
the word “new” in all consumer 
advertising. Move stems from a 
decision, arrived at individually by 
the two labels, that something 
must be done to counteract the 
public impression that records re- 
leased since the imposition of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
ban, Jan. 1, are reissues of old 
masters. 

This is the first admission by the 
Major companies that sales have 
directly been affected by the re- 
cording shutdown. From now on 
these two labels will gear their ad- 
vertising and promotion intensive- 
' ly. toward stimulating the public 
into again patronizing record stores 
| as a habit. In the instance of Co- 
lumbia, advertising copy will focus 
attention on new tunes almost ex- 
clusively, as a companion piece of 
| Strategy toward getting over the 
main theme of “new” recordings. 

Victor introduced the highlight- 
ing of the “new” angle in an ad 
prepared last week for insertion 
in Monday’s (10) edition of the 
| New York World-Telegram, which 
on that day inaugurated a record 
review department. 


Ben Selvin Joins 
Revival Parade 


“With Own Disk Hit 


} ° 

| Columbia Records is making a 
| big thing out of the Baltimore area 
|click of one of its old recordings 
by a band led by Ben Selvin—now 
'a CRC musical director. Selvin 








‘|made dozens of disks for the old 


Columbia label in the 1920’s and 
| among them was a tune called, 
|““You Darlin’.” Story goes that 

Marvin Ellin, WCAO disk jock, 
was cleaning out record files and 
| came across the disk by Selvin. 
Testing it, his opinion was such 
| that he put it on the air and 
| pointed out to listeners how bad 
| was .the recording of almost 20 
years ago as against modern meth- 
| ods. 

Much to Ellin’s surprise, the 
_disk created a furor, the reverse 
of the reason he aired it. Calls 
and letters came in asking where 
the disk could be bought. He 
played it again and again and 
created an increasing demand. 
Then it was brought to the atten- 
tion of CRC execs in N. Y. by the 
Baltimore Columbia distrib. 

Now, Columbia is pushing. Sel- 
vin goes to Baltimore Saturday 
with a dozen more of the old 
disks he made, some with Tommy 
Dorsey, Benny Goedman, and 
other outstanding mames as side- 
men. _ Ellin’s listeners will ‘be 
asked to choose a coupling for 
“Darlin,” which Columbia will 
market as quickly as _ possible. 
Selvin’s original pairing was “Dar- 


lin” and “Kiss Me With Your 
Eyes.” He'll guest on the show 
along with Lee Sabin, rep of 


Bourne music;~-which owns the 
tune. Bourne last week didn’t be- 
lieve the Baltimore reports on the 
disk, sent Sabin there te check. 
It’s now readying copies of the 
tune. 

Ellin, incidentally, has gotten a 
week at the Hipp theatre, Balti- 
more, opening May 20, as a result 
of Selvin’s disk. Selvin will make 
one appearance with him onstage. 

P.S.—When Selvin made the 
“Darlin” song for Columbia he 
worked on a flat salary. He has 
no royalty deal. 


‘VITACOUSTIC FILES PLAN 
FOR CREDITOR PAYOFF 


| Chicago, May 11. 
| Vitacoustic Records last week 
\filed a proposed plan for payment 
of debts to creditors with the fed- 
eral district court. Company is 
‘deep in Chapter XI of the Chan- 
_diler Act. 

| According to the plan, unsecured 
claims that have priority under 
Chandler Act, will be disposed of 
| by Nov. 1 next, while all general 
claims not paid before Feb. 1, 1949, 
will be paid quarterly from that 
‘date in eight installments. All 
| creditors will be allowed 3% in- 
terest from Feb. 20 last. 











gee 


ie 
2 
EE 
f 
i 
’ 
§ 


OS OS Ce See 














-% 


en ey 


Fides 


“? 


wee x 
andi tiie Ror nance, 


Saks rlgniapa oh 
Serre A 


Lise an 


wieede op m 


VARIETY 








Wednesday, May 12, 194g 












































































































































46 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 
Vs. Group of His Band In | 
Retroactive Pay Demand 
Case against maestro Jerry Wald VARIETY 8 
by a group of his musicians for . : ‘ § ; 
: eet music ° 3) 
$1,100 retroactive pay is finished | ore Sf ty ya tt bhieined § a y nm 8 
finally, after a long battle involv- agi Pgh rystepy pa 3 C oS <4 g/g 
, : f from leading stores in 12 cities, § = E al. ¥ 
ing the American Federation 0 a eel set hiehdiat Cdialiais ‘ 8 - 5 8 Ss S| ¢ 
Musicians. Wald recently came out on ‘ . anette Comps el b S / 18/8] » = 2 | f ‘ 
on tip over the sectind appesl fled | rating for this and last week. E| ¢ fi = S > : r a] § % ~ 
with the AFM national executive | | & elg|e |g] 8 Pligisi% FE . 
board by officials of N. Y. Local t a1 %1 sig = on 2 3/3 3 S| b 
802, on behalf of the men. Issue -| & Bit See : AE nde n 
was over two dates played at the seait Week Ending SS) | . = =| 3 s z 2 wo a. 2 a P 
New Yorker hotel, N. Y. ationa ai-“|oOlsn|sS |8/e we | O - 
Wald got into the dispute be- Rating MAY 8 olél aw r = if F é Bie = & | . 
cause 802 boosted its scales twice ~ | be e/8/< |*1§ gig g/</8/ w 
while he was playing the hotel, This Last 3 | = = | E % rE @ is J 3 & s . 
— — hee gore ae a wk. wk. Title and Publisher ziolAlMi a lalal &lal/a/e Sis 
members oO s 2m PC Pea Ea dB oe sri alates I nee 
e extr Ts See EERE 
a aoe yn a Saar’ the 1 1 “Now Is the Hour” (Leeds). ...... Os ee a a 
hotel for the coin, but was refused a 2 “Dickey Bird Song” (Robbins).. . ae ee eee eee ae ft i oS _ 90 
because the War Labor Board, | 3” 5 “Nature Boy” (Burke-VH)........ 8 2 2 .. 2 .. 8 2 3 3 9 1 70 
Cee eee ee ee rill 25. Som let Ce Geek). 6. te we Se 8 8 8 
cations involving “name bands.” || 52 “Mamana” (Barbour-Lee)......... 5 4 ‘sy 3 Peas 3.3 50 
Leaders were cited to be liable. 6 6 “You Can’t Be True” (Biltmore). . as 10 . a ek ORO Pee 
Local 802 then went after Wald|] “77 “Baby Face” (Remick) .......... __ AP, TP PS 9 6 10 41 
ae ae eS ee elt 6 4 een tor tute Go... 8 6 8 6.8 6 So WEST 34 
New avteer. while equal or above 9A _ 9 “Haunted Heart” (Williamson)...._ 9 - 7 Te. 5 6. 24 
802’s scales, did not actually cover 9B ii “Toolie Oolie Doolie” (C.K.Harris) SS 8 7 8 10 4 24 
his operating expenses, since he 10 10 “Little White Lies” (BVC)....... " | ee cit Scere ee ree 3 
ee ee en en. o .. .. We. 68... ve ee ee 
: ‘Cae ea before 802 at first, 12 8 “But Beautiful” (Burke-VH)..... 6 .. 5 ‘ash 6 10 rea a 18 
then went to the national body, 13 12 “My Happiness” (Blasco)......... .. . - 3 , SP eee 12 
which returned a verdict for Wald. 











This verdict was appealed and the 
director board again 





For Local 47 at AFM Meet | 


Wald’s favor, 
Hollywood, May 11. | Corp. of America’s band depart- 


Leeds Pushes for Trial | 
0 Sab D 7) (| . When American Federation of |ment, leaves New York today 
nh osapre vance aim Musicians Convention convenes | (Wednesday) for a swing around 


Leeds Music lost no time in ap- | at Asbury Park, N. J., June 7, | field offices. He’ll go to Cleveland, 
plying for an immediate trial of its} Jonn Groen, v-p of Local. 47, | Detroit. Chicago, Dallas, and Los| 


wr ig mei am 9 gy |will represent local. Prexy J. K.! Angeles and back east. Trip will 
mer’s “Sabre Dance.” In refusing | “Spike” Wallace is too ill to at- consume three weeks. 
Leeds’ application for a temporary | tend. Barnet, who recently recovered 
injunction in supreme court, N. Y.,| _ Frank Pendleton, local’s record-|from a serious illness, has been in 
Justice Louis A. Valente, decreed) ing secretary, and Charles Green,|N. Y. about a month and in the 
that Leeds could ask for an early | trustee, have been elected as dele- | future expects to repeat such trips 
trial. gates of Local 47, and Kelly Shu-/|as the above every few months. 
Action, for $100,000 damages, | gart, public relations director, has ‘Johnny Dugan heads MCA’s N. Y. 
was submitted to the court late last| been named by board of directors | band division, as well as theatre 
week for an early calendar date. to attend. lact and band bookings. 


Larry Barnet, head of Music 





ruled | Groen Vice Ill Wallace Larry Barnet’s Field Swing | Akron Terpers Still Can’t 


Exercise on Blue Sundays 


Akron, May 11. 
City fathers went along with the 
wishes of Akron ministers recently 
and defeated an ordinance that 
would have permitted Sunday 
dancing. Ban on Sunday terps has 
existed here for many years be- 


cause of ministerial pressure. Sun- | 


day movies are permitted. 


Several councilmen previously 
declared themselves in favor of 
regulated Sabbath dancing to keep 
Akron’s youth from night spots, 
but a bombardment of letters and 
postcards, plus the pressure group, 
caused most of them to change 
their minds. 


Overseas Dates by US, 
Tooters Still Risky 
Coin Ventures for Aj 


Paris, May jj 
How Mrs. Simone  Volterrs 
femme operator of the Marion. 
Theatre, is going to come 9 
financially on the jazz session she’s 
promoted in her house this week 
has her worried. Prompted by the 
success of Louis Armstrong dy 
his recent stay here, and 





grosses, exceeding 1,400,000 reper 
| of each of his two concerts at Salie 
| Pleyel, she took a flyer in operate 
jing in jazz. 

|. Mrs. Volterra has 12 Americans 
here at her own expense and for a 
fixed salary, partly paid in dollars 
Coleman Hawkins, Chippie Hi) 
Errol Garner, Slam Stewart, 
Graeme Bell, Kenny Clarke, and 
the Howard McGee sextette are: 
here at the Claridge at her ey. 
pense. Local talent includes the 
‘Aime Barelli orchestra and the 
|Claude Luter band. Hubert Rosta- 
ing, Andre Ekyan and Alix Com. 
i belle combos. 

| House, at a tilted 800 frs top 

($2.60) has a daily potential of 
$2,000. American performers were 
contracted through Billy Shaw, 
who came over with them, and are 
‘under straight salary, no percent- 
age. 

First snag came when Air 
France, expected to allow about 
50° on the transportation, only 
agreed to an 1815% cut, meaning 
a loss to her of about $1,600 on 


— transportation alone. Then the tax 


people, expected to allow a reduc. 
tion in their take, stuck to 25%, 
‘though it is still hoped that will 
|be scaled down. Another blow was 
that the dollars to be paid in New 
York which Mrs. Volterra hoped 
the Office des Changes would sup- 
ply at about 240 francs to the dol- 
lar, had to be bought by her at 306 
francs. 

Considering that she has to 
spend about one million francs on 
publicity alone, Mrs. Volterra now 
views her venture as hazardous. 








Dick Morton orchestra is setting 
an endurance record in Amarillo. 
Crew marked its seventh anni at 
the Herring hotel May 1 by draw- 
ing a new contract for three years 
more. 
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, DEMAND! 


THE ONE AND ONLY 


Vocal Duet with the Sensational INSTRUMENTAL Background 








A Terrific Hit with Jocks, Jukes, Sheets and Remed Counter 


E 
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LIST OF DISTRIBUTORS FOR DAMON RECORDS 


K. C. MUSIC SALES COMPANY 
907 North 18 Street, Kansas City, Kansas 
K. C. MUSIC SALES COMPANY 
1022 North Western, Chicago, Ulinois 
SCOTT-CROSSE COMPANY 
1423 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
STANDARD DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
1729 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSIC DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
1269 Tremont, Boston, Massachusetts 
W. E. HARVEY COMPANY 
12649 Linwood Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 
W. KE. HARVEY COMPANY 
234 Walnut, Cincinnati, Ohio 
F & M DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
7620 Lexington Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 
HURT SALES & DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
311 D. N. E., Childress, Texas 


110 North 18th Street, St. Louis, Missouri 
MASTER KECORD SALES COMPANY 


BALLANTYNES 
7221 Northeast Sandy, Portland, Oregon 
NORTHWEST MUSIC 
Pierre, South Dakota 
DUNBAR DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
3004 Ross Avenue, Dallas, Texas 


115 Olive Street, Shreveport, Louisiana 


MAJOR DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
106 DeKalb Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 


1615 Main Street, Kansas City, Missouri 
RECORD SALES COMPANY 
afrokeid whey. pe 351 Edgewood Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia 

f . FOX ASSOCIATES REC ’ . 
2519 West 7th Street, Los Angeles, California yAvenee, Ne Beka 


rae * - « " “ *““-« . 
* ** “ee * “a « 


MILLNER RECORD SALES COMPANY, INO, 


653 Ninth Avenue, New York City, New York 


W. M. AMANN. DISTRIBUTING COMPAN 


ROBERTS RECORD DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 


2117 Third Avenue, N., Birmivgham, Alabama 


DAMON RECORDING STUDIOS, INC., 1221 BALTIMORE AVENUE, 





: Order Now! 


FOUR STAR RECORDS, INC. 


Box 9096, Station 8, Los Angeles, California 


SCHWARTZ BROTHERS 
3623 12th Street, Washington, D. C. 


FORTUNE RECORD DISTRIBUTORS 
11839 12th Street, Detroit, Michigan 


MUSIC 


SALES COMPANY 


660 Union Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 


MUSIC 


SALES COMPANY 


704 Baronne, New Orleans, Louisiana 


¥ , NIAGARA & MIDLAND COMPANY 
881 Main Street, Buffalo, New York 


DAVIS 


SALES COMPANY 


1010 Seventeenth Street, Denver, Colorado 
SOUTHLAND DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 


441 Edgewood Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia 


NORTHWEST RECORD DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
714 North 34th Street, Seattle, Washington 





DAMON RECORDING STUDIOS, INC. 
1221 Baltimore Avenue, Kansas City, Missouri 


KANSAS CITY, MO. 
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Doll, Chicago nitery, May 14, will 
do Sunday afternoon concerts dur- 
ing three-week stay. 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 47 








Songs with Largest Radio Audienc 


top 30 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi- 
e Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 


‘John G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of April 30-May 6, 1948 


WOOO vise hc sine Web es selee veds cocbeceuoueees Remick 
Ba your Pardon... 1e Sees beleee ¢ 0\6¢ CR Ginh oO eeeee Robbins 
Blue Shadows On the Trail ..........+5-. Pecees Santly-Joy 
But Beautiful—t“Road to Rio” ........... weeeee. Burke-VH 
Dickey-Bird Song—7“3 Daring Daughters”......... Robbins 
Pream Gir ...6 cess seer ee eset eee eer eeeeeseees Famous 
Encore Cherie ......--- +--+. see eeeeeeeeeeeneneee Miller 
For Every Man There’s a Woman ................ Melrose 
Haunted Heart—*“Inside USA” ........eecccecees Williamson 
I May Be Wrong .......--- ee ee cet eceaeeeeecenees Advanced 
I Went Down To Virginia ........+--sseeeceeeee, Jefferson 
I’m Looking Over a Four eT el Remick 
Laroo Laroo Lilli Bolero ..............+.++..+....Shapiro-B 
MRD BAUME s Bix spies sv ssid ve vtos sone .. BVC 
Tove Is FUM ...-ceeeeecc cer sccsseebaceevenees . Encore 
MAMADa ...-seccceseessaces ota 4 ; ... Barbour-L 
Nature Boy ...ecsessccccsseceresenes suite Stel seats Burke-VH 
Mew LOOK ....sccwsrerccevccessecceesssccsseees Martin 
Now Is the Hour .........6.--sesceeceereereeees Leeds 
Qooh Look-a There, Ain’t She Pretty.............. Leeds 
Babee DANCE ....cecvvciccreccrercsasceevecscces Leeds 
ME PEO R BAOEY oc 00 0 ¥.06s Tree cv svcrsececeseees Laurel 
ee ee Tee eee eer eee eee eee ee ee Duchess 
MEIOES: nw. ccc cee ode mtiocseerectecusions Feist 
Toolie Oolie Doolie ee ee Ceo ees aS ae oe 's C. K. Harris 
What’s Good About Goodbye ............ ..«see.~- Melrose 
Worry, Worry, Worry PET ae SP ge Robert 


You Can’t Be True, Dear .. .........,..Biltmore 
You Turned the Tables On Me ......... ey a a> ee 

You Were Meant For Me—i““You Were Meant”.... Miller 
You’re Too Dangerous Cherie . Harms 





The remaining 20 songs of the week, based on,the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 
Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


All Dressed Up With a Broken Heart............. Marks 
aR i oo .... Remick 
PMS 76 Savy ven ec POWerececcseacestecce BVC 
EE a A EN a a ee Paramount 
Heartbreaker ...... Bee. Pee. dc Hrs so boo d beds a 
Hooray For Love—jf“Casbah” ....... AO PEE tet Melrose 
I'd Give a Million Tomorrows..................... Oxford 
IOUS. CINE Ps) ae adie ov pee cbecesced veecl Witmark 
ES Borie ara .. Remick 
i Ad ohh BAG $404 & PNW O D.0.0.0.ce 00.08) OSS Leeds 
Og OS yea To vali bvm een 
CE Stn 6b 0 be due v'e ee pees old's Bob Miller 
5h Ee cin dd @ bibs iale 60 a:0°% e.ome'ecers-eue s .... Morris 

My Gal Is Mine Once More ...................6-. Crawford 
Ee oie a a d ib voit ee cit arb two cieig ese Chappell 
ras, oes cite pie buses bebe Goldmine 
RE ES Santly-Joy 
ee a at nln ae omepibiie 6.0% er vaeles Campbell-P 


EE Sn ow. we nce nceatbcase .-. Regent 
We Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye ................... Words-Music 
What Do I Have To Do—?“Are You With It”....... BVC 





* Legit Musical. t Filmusical. 
4 





King Cole Trio, opening at Rag Robbins to Transcribe 


Disk Jock Show for K-R 














25TH ANNIVERSARY 


oe ie il 


: 





For National Showcasing 


Fred Robbins, WOV, New York, 


 MAYIS 
McHUGH 
- MONTH 
j PLAY "EM! DISK ‘EM! 
Music by 
JIMMY McHUGH 
—— script work. necessary with such 


“SLAP 'ER 
DOWN AGIN, 
PAW” 


CHOICE MUSIC, INC. 
Garet Romero, Prof. Mgr. 
9109 Sunset Blvd. 
Hollywood 46, Cal. New York, N. ¥. 
CRestview 1-5254 COlambus 5-7880 





1576 Broadway 


disk jockey, and also major domo 
of a natfonal Columbia Records 
transcribed program, will scon be- 
gin another national show. This 
one’s also to be transcribed and 
he has CRC’s permission to do it. 

Program is being backed by the 
Kermit-Raymond firm, and Rob- 
bins, Ray Bloch, Signature Rec- 
ords musical conductor, Bob 
Thiele, Signature head, and Ray 
Green, of K-R, al! have an interest 
in the venture. Show will be com- 
pletely ad lib, eliminating the 


shows, and will be laid out musical- 
ly so that the pop song factor won't 
be so important as it is with sim- 
ilar shows, which must be made 
up weeks in advance. 


U.S. TREASURY EASES 
SIGNATURE’S BURDEN 


Signature Records, which went 
|into Chapter II of the Chandler 
| Act last Dec. 13, seems headed for 
clearer sailing. Last week, the 
company received an okay from 











the U. S. Treasury to stagger ex- 





MILLER MUSIC CORP 











cise taxes owed, and prior to that 








had wrapped up assents from the 
last of a list of publishers on ap- 
portioning overdue royalty pay- 
ments over a long-term period. 
Pubs are owed $52,000. 


Now that the main creditors have 
granted deferments on debts, Sig- 


-|nature will go ahead with secur- 


ing an additional $100,000 or more 
fresh coin. This money had been 
promised in the event all debtors 
could be lined up under the de- 
ferred payment plan. All that re- 
mains is for the company to lay 
the new operation plan, coin in- 
fusion, etc., before the bankruptcy 
court and gets its okay to proceed 
in business. 





RCA Withdraws 
‘Tell’-‘Sea’ Coupling 


Cleveland, May 11. 

RCA-Victor last week hurriedly 
withdrew all copies of Spike Jones’ 
coupling of “William Tell Over- 
ture” and “By the Sea” from the 
market. Reason for the calling is 
not clear to distributors in this 
area, but they were told that the 
record would be reissued immedi- 
ately with one of the sides re- 
placed. 

One report has it that the “Sea’ 
side caused the withdrawal because 
of a defect in the disk. How many 
recordings had already been issued 
is also undisclosed. 


TELE CLAUSE STALLS 
PEGGY LEE-MG PACT 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Peggy Lee and Metro have failed 
to come to terms on studio con- 
tract thus far. Chirp insists on 
clause clearly giving her televi- 
sion rights, which studio has failed 


to do. Carlos Gastel, manager, is 
continuing negotiations, however. 
Meanwhile Stan Kenton, an- 
other Gastel attraction, has nixed 
a bid to make a short in the Mar- 
tin Block series which features top 
name bands. Kenton wants final 


dio will not consider, so talks are 
off. 





Say on tunes and’ story which stu-| 





Palladium Going After 
Name Chirpers to Aid 
Lure of Terpatrons 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Maury Cohen, Palladium opera- 
tor, plans to insert name singers 
in his ballroom in an effort to bol- 
ster the b.o. Move will be the 
initial step in shifting from strict 
band policy. 

Cocanut Grove, Ambassadér 
hotel, moved in and inked Shep 
Fields and Frankie Laine to start 
in July while Cohen was mulling 
the idea. Palladium has 10 weeks 
open between time Les Brown 
draws out and Dick Jurgens opens, 
Sept. 14. 











Arthur Godfrey 
Denny Dennis 


a id 
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By BERLE AND LIVINGSTON 


Recordings Available: 


Others to Be Released Soon 


CONFESS 


By BENJAMIN AND WEISS 





BRGADIW AT. NEW YORK 


~~ 





—-— | 


The Big Request Song of the Nation! 


'D GIVE 
A MILLION 


TOMORROWS 


(FOR JUST ONE YESTERDAY) 








Recorded by: Buddy Clark and Doris Day, King Cole Trice, Jimmy Dorsey, 
Tony Martin, Mills Bros., Patti Page, The Four’ Tunes 


OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers fotai 

Paced Week On Date 

Hotel ¥ fe 

Emil Coleman*. ... Waldorf (400; $2) .........+--- 31 2,200 69,175 
Larry Clinton..... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).... 1 1,400 1,400 
Ray Eberie*....... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).... 1 1,125 1,125 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ..... 78 925 69,750 
Lawrence Welk.... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50) ..... 8 1,400 11,450 
Woody Herman. . .. Commodore (400; $1-$1.50) .... 3 1,200 3,550 


*Tito Guizar at Waldorf; Ice Show 





Chicago 

Skinnay Ennis (Empire Room, Palmer House; 550; $3.50 min.-$1 
cover). Ennis and Rosalind Courtright okay 2,900 in exit week. 

Herbie Fields (College Inn, Sherman; 650; $3.50 min.). 


3,700. 
Chuck Foster (Boulevard Room, 


With big-spending convention trade slackening, ice show skidded to 


4,000. 


Ray Morton (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 300; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 


Bur! Ives storing neat 1,450. 





Los Angeles 


Guy Lombardo (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). 
Frankie Carle followed. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Location Jobs, 


(Chicago) 


Lombardo closed (9). 





Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 500; 
mellow 5,900 callers. 


Eddy Howard (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 
Art Kassel (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). 
Teddy Phillips (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Up to 15,700. 





(Los Angeles) 


at New Yorker. 


Generous 


Stevens; 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 


Very good 2,900 tabs. 


Excellent 2,950 covers. 


Not in Hotels 


$3.50 min.). Willie Shore-Gould 


Some 16,600 payees. 
Not bad 1,400. 


Prcsihilind Count Out 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Burke-Van Heusen company 
owners and executives are get- 
ting quite a kick out of the 
current bestseller ratings of 
“Nature Boy” and “But Beau- 
tiful,” which they publish. 
Kick is stemming from the 
current and consistent reports 
that as a result of the breakup 
of its affiliation with Morris 
Music, the firm will fold. 

B-VH execs liken the situa- 
tion to Mark Twain's “the re- 
ports of my death are greatly 
exaggerated.” 








Majestic - Decca 
Deal Nears Boil 


Deal between Decca Records and | 
the parties which have control over | 
the Majestic Records situation, is| 
still in the works. But there’s a| 
definite deal agreed upon between | 
Jack Kapp. president of Decca, and | 
the Maje ? 2 side, which of course | 





‘involves the courts since Majestic 


is in the throes of a Chandler Act 
routine. 

Exactly what is involved in the| 
deal between the two factions is 
undisclosed, but there’s one thing 








Henry Busse (Palladium B., Hollywood; 2nd wk.). Poor 5,000 callers. 











a 
Jimmy McHugh 
Continued from page 43 


. 
Can’t Give You Anything But Love | 
Baby,” “On the Sunny Side of the 
Street,’ and “Diga Diga Doo,” of 
the Charleston fad, he breached 
the gap of decades with “Murder | 
He Says” and “Dig You Later” of 
the jive era. 
Other Activities 


Like show business itself, Mc- 
Hugh’s wartime record in the last 
holocaust evidence a deep-rooted 
responsibility as he essayed War | 
Bond drives from his now Bevhills 
headquarters, resulting in a Presi- 
dential Citation for authoring the 
7th and 8th War Bond songs, and 
being personally credited, with the 
sale of $38,000,000 worth of bonds, 
of which $28,000,000 were pledged | 
in one evening. As a reward! 
for his local civic enterprise, Mc: | 
Hugh was named to the board of 
directors of the Bevhills Chamber 
of Commerce. 

On the basis of show biz statis- 
tics, some sort of professional mile- 
stone occurred when in 1943-44 
McHugh was the first composer to 
hold 1-2 positions on the Hit 
Parade. “Wing and Prayer” and 














































second. It was during that ’43-'44 | 


10,000,000 records. 
as the recent “salute” to Mc-| 
Hugh’s catalog in VARIETY 
denced—gives new accent to the | 


All of which— | 


said to be certain—Eddy Howard is 
included. Howard’s manager, Big- 
gie Levin, has been asserting that 


|“Let’s Get Lost” rated first and | Majestic had violated its contract 


with the bandleader prior to its 


| period that his works sold 4,000,000 | legal difficulties, and that there-| 
| copies of sheet music and almost | fore he is a free agent. It’s claimed 


that this is not so, that Howard’s 
contract with Majestic is part of 


evi- | the company’s assets as listed with 


the courts and that it isn’t ‘that 


importance of the veteran’s ac-|easy for him to get loose, even| 


crued works. 
Hugh’s catalog, and the realization | 
that such copyright values appre- | 
ciate with the years—and that 
there is no such thing in song- 
smithing as being “written out’— 
is what makes ASCAP the ideal 
pattern for so many other writing 
crafts. One does a book, play or 
scenario and it’s the end of that 
—with rare exceptions of possible 
reprints, adaptations, remakes, 
foreign rights, and the like—but 
the nature of pop song. usages is | 
such that the years add, rather 
than detract from values. | 


Of course, this has been given | 
added accent in recent years with 
the number of “revivals,” indicat- 
ing anew that the old songs seem 
to have the most durable commer- 
cial values. In truth many of 
them reap rewards nowadays far 
beyand their original achievement, 

One more footnote on McHugh, 
in this 25th anni milestone, is his 
flair for discovering talent. This 
dates back to the Cotton Club days 
when the mobsters ran that Har- 
lem, New York, hot spot which 
cradled Duke Ellington, Cab Cal- 
loway, Ethel Waters, Florence 
| Mills, Bill Robinson and the like. 
McHugh mentored the Duke most 
prominently, just as he did Lena 
Horne in later years. He was also 
in on the organization of the 
Dorsey Bros.’ band whose person- 
nel included such sidemen as the 
late Glenn Miller, arrangers Paul 
Weston and Axel Stordahl and 
vocalist Bob Crosby. McHugh re- 
calls that the combo in its starting 
days earned a total of $1,400 a 








7 | week on one-nighters, which now 
dint a 


$ pay for either Dorsey. 


By RAY GILBERT, TED FIORITO, ERNEST VARNER 





MIKE GOULD 





1483 WN. VINE STREET, HOLLYWOOD 
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A glance at Mc-|with the American Federation of, 


Musicians help. 








Oscar Moore Sues For 
Cut of King Cole’s Cap 
Royalties Since Leaving 


Hollywood, May 11. | 
Oscar Moore, who quit the King | 
Cole Trio months ago, filed suit in 
superior court asking for a cyt in 
royalties received by Cole from 
Capitol records since Moore left. | 
Moore claims Capitol paid Cole | 
$30,000 since that time and he 
wants a slice reputedly amounting 
to $8.200. He claims he helped 
make the disks, hence should get 
a cut. ‘ 


Carlos Gastel, Cole’s manager, 
answered suit with assertion that 
Moore was merely a member of the 
trio working on a salary basis 
during his years with the combo. 
Further, contracts Cole holds with 
the waxery are in his name indi- 
vidually and not under the trio’s 
billing. Gastel further states that 
no oral or written agreements ever 
existed whereby Moore, who played 
guitar for Cole, was to have re- 
ceived any portion of recording 
royalties. 


During his final year with Cole, 
Moore received a total of $57,000 
in salary and bonuses. During his 
period with Cole, he always cut in 
on Cole’s disk royalties, although 
it’s roundly denied that a contract 
ever stipulated he was to receive 
any cuts. Suit also asks a cut of 
all future s 5. of Cole platters on 
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which Mooré worked. 





Hear DINAH SHORE, BUDDY CLARK, PEGGY LEE, BOB CROSBY and Other 


ARTISTS INTRODUCE A GRE AT SONG weer oF may 1711 





BOURNE, INC. 


BEN BORNSTEIN 
799 7TH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


A tune picked up by Larry Adler, while making a tour of displaced 
persons camps in Europe under auspices of the Joint Distributio 
Committee, is being primed for publication. It’s an old Yiddish foe 
song, “My Little Town of Belz” (a city in Poland), to be release on 
his new Decca album of harmonica solos. 

The tune, Adler found, was the song most requested by the DP’s, 
He didn’t know the tune, but on a train between Frankfurt 


Adler found someone who knew the song. By conversing in French 


he was able to get a manuscript of the song. Recording for Dece, . 


followed. . 

While abroad, Adler played in two camps in Berlin, a DP center 
in Zeilsheim, near Frankfurt, and the camp in Lindenfels. 

While at the Roxy, N. Y., last week, Adler was requested to join 
the American Federation of Musicians because he plays piano op. 
stage. However, Adler refused to do so stating that to join, because 
of his piano playing, would defeat his fight to have the harmonica 
recognized by the union as a musical instrument. 

Adler, who is teamed with dancer Paul Draper on concerts and 
vaude tours, recently had a southern concert cancelled because of his 
support of presidential aspirant Henry A. Wallace. Both Adier and 
Draper feel that such acts threaten freedom of performance ang 
such steps aid those who advocate thought control, They stated that 
their policy, while on tour, is to get permission from the concert 
promoter to take part in any public meeting, feeling that the pro. 
moter has the right of prior and exclusive performance. Duo’s busi. 
ness has been affected in Birmingham and Atlanta where manage. 
ments declared that they didn’t agree with the pair’s political views, 
In Kansas City, the performers expressed disapproval of segregated 
audiences, especially in municipally owned auditoriums. 

They feel that they’ll do around 50 concerts this year, a number 
equal to that of the previous annum. 





Jan Garber is having a field day in a circular. sort of way. Garber 
can be heard on any one of six different labels now on the market. 
RCA-Victor is releasing Garber’s ‘Baby Face,” which he waxed 22 
years ago. Columbia released “Bedelia,” which maestro plattered in 
1941, and there are still some Black and White biseuits on the market, 
waxed two years ago. Tower, Castile and Capitol platteries have all 
come up with maestro’s later recordings. Columbia is planning to 
re-release ‘Beautiful Lady In Blue,”’ which batoneer etched nine years 
ago. Garber is currently under contract to Capitol. 





Leeds Music and Sid Robbins, cleffer of “Money Is Honey,” hope 
they have found the way to stampede Capitol Records into releasing 
Nat “King” Cole’s plattering of “Honey.” RCA-Victor’s Count Basie 
etching and Columbia’s Mary Ann McCall tracking of ditty have both 
gone to market, but Cap is holding on to Cole’s because of “Nature 
Boy.” Firm wants to milk “Boy” and Leeds wants Cole at high tide, 
believing that an added 150,000 disks can be hit now that Cole is hot, 
Leeds will go to work on disk jockeys with Victor and Columbia plat- 
ters in hopes of creating a demand thus forcing Capitol’s hand. 





Harry Ranch, who was injured in an auto smash two weeks ago on 
his way to New York from Philadelphia, rejoined his band at Club 86, 
Geneva, N. Y., despite a broken jaw and broken ribs. Maestro of the 
novelty-dance crew got out ef a Newark, N. J., hospital with his jaw 
wired and ribs taped. and, because the club operator couldn’t keep his 
band without its leader, got back on the bandstand. He can’t open his 
mouth, let alone play trumpet, sing or go through his comedy routine. 
He just directs and the band adheres mostly to dance music. 





Some music publishers made hurried preparations last week for the 
possible interruption of the flow of music to jobbers and retailers due 
to the railroad strike. Leeds Music, for example, wired dozens of 
purveyors to check stocks on the five tunes Leeds now has going, topped 
by the No. 1 “Now Is the Hour,” and if orders were needed, the pub’s 
stock room expected to stay on the job Monday (10) evening until all 
were cleared and on the way. 





Tony Pastor, currently at Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N, J., makes an unusual approach to the problem of putting on floor 
shows. He has a band boy who does an impressionist turn in addition 
to taking care of instruments, driving a truck on one-nighters, etc. He’s 
Joe J. Mooney and he does apings of Lionel Barrymore, Edward G. 
Robinson, Charles Boyer and a host of others. 


v 











Music Notes 


Roy Hogsed trio added to Capitol 
Records talent lists. Hogsed brings 


20 pre-ban masters to Cap... 
Lionel Newman starts scoring 20th- 
Fox’s “The Shamrock Touch” this 
week, with 80-piece ork. Score by 
Cyril Mockridge.. Jimmy Mce- 
Hugh’s “I’m in the Mood for Love” 
ballad set for U-I’s forthcoming 
“The Saxon Charm.”.. .Trenier 
Twins optioned at Somerset House 
for four weeks...Top Notchers 
trio and Art Whiting planed to 
Waikiki for 10 weeks at Lau Yee 
Chai Club. 


The Novelty CMe 











AL KAVELIN 
WOODS THEATRE BLDG., CHICAGO 
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Income Tax Cuts Making Vaudates 
Attractive to Screen, Radio Stars Again 





The ne 
a roving helpful in getting film 
F 4 radio names to make theatre 
. ces during the summer. 
inting out the 

lent agencies by po 
reduction which will permit top 


w income-tax reductions? 


Sincerest Fiattery 


Kay Thompson and the Williams 
Bros. can now be considered a suc- 
cessful act. They’re being included 
in the ranks of Hildegarde, Jimmy 
Durante, Cary Grant, and others 





j t of 
rners to retain & greater par 

om salaries, have been able to 
get a number of stars to do per- 
conals during the lull in films and 
radio activities. 
pert example, Dick Haymes, Ed 
Gardner, Jane Powell, Jane Rus- 
sell, Frances Langford and John 
Hall are among those who have 
responded so far. eo 

The agencies are continuing to 
make a strong pitch for more 
names. Music Corp. of America, 
for example, is now attempting to 
line up a package with Betty 
Grable and the Harry James band. 
They're also pressuring Dorothy 
Lamour and other top names on 
their roster. 

Haymes has been set for the 
Roxy theatre, N.Y., starting late 
July at $12,500; Ed. Gardner has 
been set for the Strand theatre, 
N.Y., June 11 in a “Duffy’s Tavern” 
package that will include the radio 
show regulars Charlie Cantor and 
Eddie Green, plus Jane Russell. 
Latter was added to the turn at 
the insistance of the house which 
wanted femme representation to 
hypo interest. 

Frances Langford and Jon Hall 
(Mr. and Mrs.) are set into the 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City, July 4, 
and Jane Powell goes into the State 
Lake theatre, May 28. 

So far, summer bookings indicate 
that the agencies will have greater 
success in getting personalities to 
go out than they’ve had in the past. 
One of the strongest arguments 
against personals has been the fact 
that much of their earnings would 
revert to the Government in the 
form of taxes. However, the agen- 
cies have been able to knock down 
that argument by showing the 
amount that can be retained from 


ithat are being mimicked by various 
| performers. 

|. An impression of the Thomp- 
, son-Williams turn will be done by 


|Mitzi Green, when she opens at 
ithe Copacabana, N. Y., July 17. 
|Her contract calls for her to in- 


clude two boys in her act for the 
| takeoff. 


BERLE COLLECTS $31,960 
FOR CHI HEART FUND 


Chicago, May 11. 

Milton Berle prought in $31,960 
in pledges for the Chicago Heart 
Fund Association during a 14-hour 
phone marathon here last week 
over Station WIND. 

Comedian established local rec- 
ord for calls, exceeding 2,000. He 
started at 1 p.m., Tuesday (4), and 
wound up the folowing morning at 
3:30. 


Costello, Phil Kastel Pay 
Up 876 Tax Rap in N. 0. 


New Orleans, May 11. 

Judgments against Frank Cos- 
tello and Philip Kastel, prominent 
in New Orleans and New York 
night club operations, for back 
Federa! income taxes totaling $87,- 
619.42 have been satisfied, Federal 
court records showed last week. 

Assistant U.S. attorney N. E. 
Simoneaux said that the judgments 
were issued here by Judge Wayne 
G. Borah in 1942 and involved in- 
come taxes for the years 1927 to 
1934. 

Kastel’s amount totaled $52,031- 
.98, while that of Costello and his 
wife jointly totaled $24,286.90. 

Kastel operates the swank Bever- 
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‘More Ice Shows 


Page Mr. Anthony 


Chicago, May 11. 

Because of a British customs 
ruling, Vic Hyde, comic one- 
man band, is having difficulty 
preparing for his opening at 
the Casino theatre in London, 
May 31. 

Rule states that, ‘Musical 
instruments are limited to two 
of any one kind,” and since 
Hyde uses eight trumpets in 
his act, he has a problem. 

He may solve it by renting 
needed instruments upon ar- 
rival in London. 








Set for Paris 


Paris, May 11. 
Paris may have four ice shows 





rolling simultaneously, featuring 


|U. S. talent. Blades display at the 
|Palais de Glaise with Joe Jackson, 
|Jr., the Colstons, Terry Brent and 
|Phil Romayne, opened last week. 
| Les Ambassadeurs opens an Ameri- 
| can-produced show lined up by 
|Moe Gale Agency, May 20. The 
'Lido will have another, produced 
{by Donn Arden, and British pro- 
iducer Tom Arnold expects to dis- 
play one in theatres. 

| This form of entertainment has 
|been making headway since the 
| war. Cafe and theatre operators, 
|looking for the unusual, have em- 
| braced this type of entertainment 
and are exploiting it to the hilt. 


French buying of ice shows has 
i|been hypoed by the recently con- 
| cluded pact with the American 
iGuild of Variety Artists which 
permits U. S. performers to take 
half their earnings out of France. 





Boles’ British Tour 


John Boles has signed for a 12 
week tour of British theatres. No 





| yet, but it’s expected he’ll go into 
| Palladium or Casino at the conclu- 
ision of his dates in the provinces. 


'London house has been lined up as | 


Theatre Interests Blast Utah Fair's 
Backing ‘Follies as Unfair Competish 


Salt Lake City, May 11. 





Minneapolis, May 11. 
Playing 32 performances in 26 
days, Shipstad-Johnson “Ice Fol- 
lies” at $3 top in the 5,500-seat 
Arena grossed an estimated $330,- 
000. 


Engagement of show, which 
originated in Twin Cities, is an 
annual Minneapolis event. Attrac- 





tion doesn’t play St. Paul which, 
| however, gets the “Ice-Capades” 
every season. 


SKINNAY ENNIS, JURGENS 








SET FOR N.Y. CAP DATES: 


| Capitol theatre, N. Y., has signed 

two bands for summer engage- 
ments. Skinnay Ennis has been 
signed for a July date with show 
topped by Lena Horne with Paul 
Winchell also on the bill. 

Dick Jurgens will go into the 
Capitol sometime in August, fol- 
lowing run at the Commodore 
hotel, N. Y. 





‘Bowery Frolics’ Pacted 
For Tour of RKO Theatres 


“Gilhooley’s Bowery  Frolics,” 
new unit with a cast of old-timer 
talent, has been set for a whirl 
around RKO theatres in New York 
and Brooklyn by Billy Jackson, vet 


agent. 
Cast will include Billie Dauscha, 
emcee; Ray Walker, songwriter; 


Morris Lloyd & Andy McLaughlin, 
blackface comics; Lillian Ashton, 
Sally McNamara Gilhooley, Grand- 
ma Darling, Lucille Doner,- Andy 
Kennedy and Rosemarie Remerse. 

Unit tees off at the RKO Madi- 
son, Brooklyn, May 18, with several 
other dates to follow. 

Once this one is set, Jackson 
| will produce two other units, ‘‘Hol- 
|lywood Doubles” and “Greenwich 





Tour is being lined up by British | Village Scandals,” for a _ similar 


| organization. 





A long standing feud between 


Mpls. ‘Ice Follies’ Boff 3306 commercial amusement operators 


here and the Utah State Fair board 
broke wide open last week, when 
attorneys for the amusement peo- 
ple let fly with a blast that tax 
money was being risked by the 
Fair operators to back ‘The Water 
Follies of 1948,” playing a two- 
week stand at the Coliseum. 

The battle dates back to last 
year’s Utah Centennial Expo, with 
operators of picture houses, dance 
spots, and such claiming they were 
forced to compete with a tax free 
This year’s squawk 
came when it was disclosed that 
the Fair board was working with 
“Follies,” taking 30% of the net 
gross, and guaranteeing pre-open- 
ing exploitation of $4,000. 

The specific charge was that 
public money was being risked in 
a private enterprise, which, accord- 

Continued on page 52) 


MPLS. COURT UPHOLDS 
BAN ON GAL BARTENDERS 


Minneapolis, May 11. 

State Supreme court has upheld 
by a vote of 4 to 3 a St. Paul law 
prohibiting women from serving as 
bartenders in niteries or saloons. 
Law had been challenged by Mrs. 
Clara Anderson, backed by 10 
years of experience as a bartender. 

Majority opinion, veering to 
morals side, maintained permitting 
women to tend bar would encour- 
age “presence of women in drink- 
ing places as patrons.” 

In his dissent, Chief Justice 
Charles Loring wrote saloon busi- 
ness today doesn’t carry stigma at- 
tached to it in  pre-prohibition 
days and that women of good char- 
acter not only patronize bars, but 
are employed in them. He con- 
tended women can do as good a 
job of drink-mixing as men and, 
from standpoint of maintaining or- 
der, “always oceomplished more 
by diplomacy than men by vio- 


























theatre tours. ly Country Club in suburban N. O. percenter Hyman Zahl. tour. lence.” 
JOHNNY BURKE KEYE LUKE 
bos ver from "Charlie Chan's 
_ draft of 1917" favorite son" 
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“New Comedy 





. THE X-TREEMS 
“Nature's Mistake" 





LEE STEELE 





AL FERGUSON 
JACK RANDALL 





WAYNE MARLIN TRIO 
"Adagio — Dance — Balance" 


MARIE LOUISE and CHARLES 


TWO VALORS 
DACAL TRIO 








DAVID and DOROTHY PAIGE 
“Pages of Romance” 
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Management 


JOHNNY LASTFOGEL 


1697 Broadway, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Phone: Circle 6-8139 











GARNER and WILSON 
“Two fools from Europe” 
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Bill Miller’s Riviera 
(FY. LEE, N. J.) 


Harry Richman, Jan Murray, 
Acromaniacs (3), Joey Gilbert, 
Carol King, Toni Kelly, Tony 
Bavaar, Wally Wanger Girls (23), 
Walter Nyes and Catalino Orchs; 
$3.50 minimum. 





The fleeting years need hold no 
terrors for Harry Richman, who’s 
making a return to a spot where 
in past years he enjoyed as great 
a success as any he ever had. Re- 
member the Riviera when Ben 
Marden had it? Remember when 
the Marden rostrum had Richman, 
Sophie Tucker and Joe E. Lewis 
on one bill? Well, now it’s Bill 
Miller’s Riviera, and Richman is 
back on the old stamping grounds 
—as clicko as ever. 

When one tells of Richman 
clicking today as ever, there are 
certain qualifications, of course. 
Richman timself is the first to ad- 
mit that the old voice just isn’t 
what it used to be. But that’s in- 
cidental in a career such as Rich- 
man has had. What’s more im- 
portant is his savvy as an enter- 


tainer. 
For $5,000 a 


would be the first to admit he's | 


got to give the customers more 
for their money than a stoic, dead- 
n kind of singing. Once, maybe, 

e could have gotten away with it. 
Today he’s one of the hardest 


JUST RETURNED 


From a Sensational Hit 


THE TIVOLI THEATRES 
AUSTRALIA 


The Massive Twins 
(YOUTH IN MOTION) 
Now Held Over Six Weeks 
At the ALPINE VILLAGE 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 


Direction—HARRY AMES 
Palace Theatre Bidg.. New York 




















Night Club Reviews 


working performers around—one 
who’s always preparing new ma- 
terial, new pieces of business. It’s 
‘the sort of preparation that has 
‘kept the Sophie Tuckers and a few 
‘other oldtimers right on top. 


| t's inevitable, of course, that 
| Richman do seme of the old songs 
|with which he’s been identified 
lover the years. But he trots out a 
| miniature piano for a little novelty 
| playing-singing. And he induiges 
|in some byplay with Jan Murray, 
ithe show’s comic, even being gra- 
cious enough, despite his top bill- 
ing, to play straight for Murray. 
|That’s another test of a real star. 
It’s the sort of thing that likewise 
keeps the Bennys and Crosbys 





' 





right up there at the head of the | 


list. They’re never afraid to build 
their fellow performers. 


Richman has been particularly 


| Smart in changing enough of his 


routine, since his last date, at the 
| Beachcomber, Miami Beach, to 
|; maintain interest for those who 
|might have seen him there. 
| Enough of the usual Riviera pa- 
tronage are of the nitery-going 
|Miami clique ‘o warrant that 
| switcheroo, and that’s where Rich- 


week Richman | ™an has exercised good judgment. 


Conversely, Murray  hasn’t 
|}changed his material much from 
what he was doing the past winter 
at the Copacabana in Miami 
Beach. The result was, when 
| caught, a practically stony silence. 
| Perhaps only one sight comedian 
} can get away with constant repeti- 
| tion of material—but Jan Murray 
(is no Milton Berle. 


| 


| The Acromaniacs still are the 
| kind of act to divert attention 
|from the dinner plate with their 
|fast, rhythmic acrobatics. They 
|go over big. 

Joey Gilbert is a young hoofer 
|who does nicely in a spot, and 
Carol King gives the show an add- 
ed class with a brief ballerina 
stint. Tony Bavaar is again back 
for the production singing and the 
introductions, and he does a nice 
job on both counts. The girls are 
all strong on looks, and look good 
ee the hoofing department, too. 
And the costuming is likewise 





| 





| years. 


nifty, as is, in fact, Donn Arden’s 
entire production job. 

Walter Nyes’ orch plays a neat 
show and for the straight cus- 
tomer dansapation, while Catali- 
no’s band is still plenty danceable 
for the Latin stuff. Kahn. 


Harem. N. Y. 

Ritz Bros., Betty Reiily, Leu- 
rette & Clymas, Marcia Leighton, 
Alexis Rotov, The Marellos, Jef- 
frey Clay, Wally Wanger Girls with 
Nevada Smith, Charles Blackman 
Orch: minimums, $3.50-$4; open- 
ing right, $7.50. 





The Ritz Bros., with the same 
pieces of business they’ve been do- 
ing for years, are attempting to 
jar the seams of the Harem apart, 
as they’ve been doing in cafes and 
theatres around the country for 
To say that the Ritzes al- 


| most succeed is a commentary as 





standard ds their act. 


Through the years there’s hard- 
ly been a change of a line or piece 
of business in the Ritz act, but 
then again it’s still the guy who 
shells out the minimum who 
counts. For the guys who know— 
the show mob—the Ritzes’ mad- 
cap fol-de-rol may violate some 
of the best precepts of good 
stage deportment, but the test 
apparently lies in the fact that 
the Ritz Bros. have helped add up 
some tidy totals at the boxoffice. 
And the boxoffice may still be the 
best common denominator of right 
and wrong. The Harem won't suf- 
fer with the Ritzes. That is, unless 
the walls collapse. 

The Ritzes are inclined to be 
dirty, though here they’ve cleaned 
it up considerably over their re- 
cent date in Miami Beach. They 
lack good material, let alone just 
plain material. They do anything 
for a laugh. 

But imagine them doing a take- 
off on Kay Thompson and the Wil- 
liam Bros. Or the Jack Cole dan- 
cers. Or Hildegarde. Or any of 
several other acts. With Harry 
Ritz as the fulcrum for this sort of 
business, they could conceivably 
be hilariously funny. 

Imagine Harry Ritz in that sleek 
satiny garb of Miss Thompson! Or 
in a Hildy getup! 

The payoff is that whatever they 





























Personal Management 


EARLE EDWARDS 
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Exclusive Bookings 
SOL TEPPER 








do that might be new is so much 
in the idiom of their old stuff that 
the novelty is pretty much lost. 


With the Ritzes knocking them- 
selves out like nobody else could, 
the overall show is a pleasant and 
entertaining one. Betty Reilly gets 
billing second to the Ritzes, and 
she remains an _ ever-improving 
rhythm singer, of Latin tunes 
mostly. Miss Reilly has a great 
sense of rhythm, and she wrapped 
up the opening-night audience. 

Laurette and Clymas, dance 
satirists, are a mixed pair who sock 
home. They have several cute 
pieces of business and a particu- 
larly effective sense of comedy 
values. 

Marcia Leighton is a cute little 
ballerina who works effectively 
singly and with Alexis Rotov, the 

latter likewise showing a sharp ap- 
| titude for rostrum work though 
| he’s in only for production work. 

| The Maxellos do well enough in 
| their standard tumbling and pyr- 





|'amiding. Jeffrey Clay handles the | 


production songs nicely, and the 
line comprises some of the best 
lookers in town. Not only that, but 
they can dance, too. Charles 
Blackman plays a neat show and 
dincing accomp. Kahn. 


Venetian Réeom. S. F. 
(FAIRMONT HOTEL) 
San Francisco, May 4. 
Lena Horne with Henderson- 
Drayton-Hamilton Trio, Dick bLa- 
Salle Orch (10); $1.50 cover 
nightly; $2.00 Saturday. 





Received with enthusiasm by the 
swank opening night audience, 
Lena Horne’s engagement is prov- 
ing the strongest boxoffice attrac- 
tion of the current season in the 
plushy Venetian Room, with over 
200 turned away premiere night. 
Advance reservations are also 
heavy for her three-week run. 

Gowhed in striking sea-green 
draped model with hair-do gar 
nished by gold combs giving al- 
most Balinese aura, sepia song- 
stress opens with “I Get a Kic 
Out of You,” and garners hefty 
hand with “Where Can You Be,” 
done in nifty torchant manner. 
“Beale Street Blues,” “Gypsy In 
My Soul,” “One for the Road” and 
“Deed I Do” are among her other 
slick clicks. Encores with “Hun- 
dred Years From Now” and “Sit- 
| ting On a Rainbow” for solid re- 
|sponse and beg-off. 

Musical support provided singer 
| by Henderson - Drayton - Hamilton 
| Trio, on piano, bass and drum, re- 
spectively, is socko with Luther 
Henderson in particular turning in 
brilliant job of piano accomps. 

Orchestra  backgrounding _ by 
Dick LaSalle’s troupe is also first- 
rate. Ted. 


Club Ebony, N. Y. 
tints Dag mea 

e Billie Holiday opening at 
the Club Ebony, Friday (7) sivas 
further support to the contention 
that there’s nothing wrong with 
the cafe business that a solid at- 
traction won’t cure. The sepia 
singer, who’s making her first cafe 
appearance since her enforced 
temporary retirement from show- 
business a year ago, gave the Club 
Ebony its strongest business in the 
history of the spot. 

Miss Holiday of late has been 
making frequent appearances 
around New York, having in the 
space of a little more than a 
month made two successful ap- 
pearances at Carnegie Hall, and 
played a variety revue at the Mans- 
.field theatre, which didn’t out 
too well. Now that she’s 














BO 














the nitery field, it seems there ..2 
a considerable number of weal 


who prefer her in these sy 
ings. Miss Holiday has lost ‘sane 
of ae peace oft this field, 
smoothly underplayed and stylizeg 
renditions take on greater ~ 
in cafes than in any of the other 
fields she played. It’s in this ele. 
ment “that she finds a highly g 
preciative audience. : a 
Miss Holiday's stint in 
only six numbers for two reir 
and several bows. Her best is the 
provocative “Strange Fruit,” 
plaintive and spine-chilling de. 
scription of the southern land- 





scape. Others in her reperioj 

j are “My Man,” “I Cover the Water 
| front” and tunes she’s been identi. 
|fied with for sometime. She 
stopped the show here. 





| headlining the Ritz Bros. 


in’ 








Rest of the layout includes vets 
on the sepia circuit including the 
| Dynamite Jefferson, who lifts tre. 
|mendous weights with his chop- 
| pers; Apus & Estralita, with a weak 
comedy and song routine, and the 
Smith Kids’ calypsos which are 
charmingly projected. Production 
includes six-girl line in a series of 
torrid routines in the best Cotton 
Club tradition, and Rosebud 
whose sinuous writhings in the 
production numbers generate ex- 
citement. Jose, 


Latin Quarter, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Lou Walters, prior to his de 
parture for France last week, 
lined up a new set of principals 
designed to meet competition of 
the neighboring Harem, which is 
at the 
herculean $12,500 mark. Whether 


Continued on page 52) 
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CALLING ALL COMICS! 


Lauching Stock Series, Nos. | te 5.. 1 


Master Monologues, Nos, | te 4...... $2 Each 
Rapid Fire Routines, Nes. | te 3.... $2 Each 
Hits and Bits, Nes. | te 3........-- $! Each 


SAM PERRY 
Rm. 301, 1650 B’way, New York, N. Y. 
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¢ Kaoter worked for the circus, not| barkers and puller-ins off the | exception of Gene Autry’s “Cham- T -Fj hm Sett] thal, various members of the f 
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Jailed on Tax Evasion Rap American Shows, starring Miss | Persian Ballroom here, and Ed | gcholer. y 





OUR RETURN FROM 


Rand, at the preem last night (9) 


Fishman have come to a peaceful 


2 YEARS ON URe|.° FF SIO ORO anal en eow fold VaniEry, “the only | date whieh Billie Holiday . was 


HL LO, JACK 
DAME 


operator, 
sentenced to 18 months in a fed- 
eral penitentiary last week for 
evading Federal income tax. The 
Federal District Judge ordered 
Kirsch to pay the fine and the or- 
der commiting him to the peniten- | 
tiary will be withheld pending dis- | 
position of another term Kirsch 
faces which is an 18-month sen- 
tence given him in 1945 on a 
liquor violation, for which he was 
given probation of three years. 
Kirsch was charged in five 
counts of evading $119,900 in in- 
come taxes during the years 1941 
through 1945. He was found guilty 
on one count of failure to pay tax 
on $71,028 actual income in 1944. 


ARA Sets Up New Claims, 
Grievances, Committees 





AND 
THE 








was fined $10,000 and changes we suggested was that thé 


lighting be toned down slightly in 
certain scenes. While the show is 
Slightly racy, it is not obnoxious 
and the handling ‘of the lights and 


| Turner 


sets verges on the artistic, making | 
| proof, had argued that the agree- | 


it a great improvement over the 
typical carnival show of 20 years 
ago.” 

In having the “Binfordized bless- 


| ings” sprinkled over her show, the 


|fanner stated, “We are delighted 
| to have Mr. Binford and the people 
|of this community come and see 
it.” And that’s exactly what these 
|localites did when the show 
| boomed to an SRO opener Sunday 
night (9) and indications are that 
it will play to bumper crowds dur- 
| ing skedded week. 

| One customer complained of the 
| “Binfordizing,” stating “that the 


blue lights were so dim, I could | ment. 


booked to play at Turner’s spot. 
had contended that the 
date was for April 25 and Fishman, 
with a duplicate deposit slip on 
Miss Holiday’s bank account as | 


ment had been for “April 19, or a | 
mutually agreeable date 45 days 
thereafter.” She has yet to play 
the date. 

Turner says that he did not com- | 
plain to the FBI about the matter | 


lof having made a $1,125 deposit | 


for the date and not having the | 
siiger on hand for the date. Jack 


|Irving, Chicago AGVA head, to | 
‘whom Turner did complain, had | 


| wired 


to the Guild’s Hollywood | 


| office to query Fishman about the 


Irving his version of the’ agree- | 
That apparently settled the | 


tangle and Fishman directly wired | 
| 
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COLSTONS 


Opening Moy & 
for 12 weeks 


PALAIS de GLACE 
Paris, France 
* 


Management 
HARRY A. ROMM 


Booked by 


HARRY A. ROMM 
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Harold Rodner, exec of the will | 





Artists Representatives Assn. | hardly tell there were human be- | matter as far as AGVA was con- 38 E. 57th St., New York NY 
has set up two permanent commit- | 98s on the stage.” cerned. | 
tees, one to keep track of various —— aetna 
Giainie Sled. by agent-members, the er nee HF 
other, a grievance committee to * . Ne 
take care of member beefs. Jerry Sé l h [ . ie 
Rosen will head the grievance ar ls’ ... the Waldorf-Astoria Roof Hs 
group, while Herman Fialkoff will ie 
= look after claims. S B @ h 2 * f 
ARA board of governors last f f _@ sere... * “ iP 
! week named Sol ‘Tepper to the ar Digit ... Baritone of “Finian’s Rainbow | 
board as successor to Al Rickard, } ie 
4 resigned. q Me 
: a 1: 
f Saranac Lake Charles Siegel at the Piano 
By Happy Benway * —= | 
= Saranac Lake, May 11. The Critics Say oe ee i 
The passing of Father Joseph 
Blais was a sad blow to this col- LOUELLA ©. PARSONS—Journal-American 
ony. For 25 years he was spiritual “Donald Richards so handsome and can si 
adviser to many of the ailing show sing like a bird. , 
Ww Tdherine Vandermast shot in IRVING HOFFMAN—Hollywood Reporter = 
from Maplewood, N. J., to visit “Donald Richards, who brightens ‘Fini- | 
' her fath P Garr ‘dl ATSE) Vander- an’s Rainbow,’ just completed an engage- io 
wal eee “f y d tback ment at the Waldorf and was so successful if th 
mast, who suffered a se 4 © that he is booked back to open the Star- he 
Arthur Proffitt left on a 10-day light Roof.” i 
furlough to N. Y. €. 
Every patient of the lodge was DOROTHY KILGALLEN—N. Y. Journal-Americon ace | 
gifted with candy sent up by Dr. “Tops in town—Donald Richards’ show Ma 
stopping at the Waldorf, Ht f 

















Rogers. 








EARL WILSON—N. Y. Post 





























Frank Hynes upped for suppers | “TODAY'S BRAVO: Donald Richards ee 
ong. — assistant-librarian for his wonderful opening at Waldorf Sert He 
at the s. ‘» ES 

Joseph DiNicolo given 10-day none. » 
furlough to Big Town and Brook- | NICK KENNY=N. Y. Mirror ‘8 
lyn. “Donald Richards’ magnetic personality i: 

Mrs. William “Mother” Morris and amazing delivery will lift you right sis 

** | planed to N. Y. C. for a vacation gut of your seat.” det 
*<. | with her children, William Morris, ; east 
@ | 3. and Ruth Morris White. ED. SULLIVAN—N. Y. Daily News Donald’ Rich fea’ 
, Lillian Mansfield, formerly with “Waldorf so elated with Donald Rich- be Re 
talc CS ale” ards’ show stopping at the Waldorf that tegh 3 
THE ACT THAT Bell CeeteY nite eho ans he’s been booked back to open Starlight a 3 
REALLY JUMPS the rap here three years ago, in for Roof. Es : 
Mex; e ogee er cvtic Given gern LEE MORTIMER—N. Y. Daily News Pa : al = 
e : . she 46 yore of ; as a Be Ea > 
noxico City to Montreal, |i make her homens in mee Te a 
Qvana to Vancouver, B, C,| Bob Goldstein, theatrical lawye down the house. . +. and Donald Richards Says oa We 
Gnd inside U. S ‘* ™* | and ex-Rogerite, in from N. Y. C. a tia ie 
- >. too. to visit Margie Regan and mitt the “Tae eee a eae eins Thank you Frank A. Ready for 4 
ng. wded o ; 
SHALL WE GO oethe Amazing Mr. Ballantine Room .. . smart set turns out to cheer my return engagement to the 4 
AROUN (Carl Kessler) has progressed so Donald Richards. Waldorf-Astoria, opening the Star- He 
D AGAIN ry well that he has been appointed Direction—M. C. A. light Roof, Ma * if 
£ y i 
BOB KERR, R. x. ©. BLDG., New York meniiase at the Rogers. ‘ inane 
’ “1 New ( te to those who are ill. ae 
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Unit Review 


more than their share , towards | unusual warbling. Miss Lane has 
making “Follies” worth while. ia voice of operatic quality, and 


Waiter Follies of 1948 

Salt Lake City, May 7. 
“Water Follies” presented by In- 
ternation Aquatic Productions, 
Inc.; produced by Natalie Komar- 
ova: musical director, Larry Flint; 
director of choreography, June 
Milton; stage manager, Paul Buck- 


nell: M. C., Lenny Laden. Features | 


Peter Fick, Eddie Rose, Charlie 
Diehl, Danny Southern, Cecil Lew- 
in, Jean and Joy Fitzsimmons, 
Gene Cooper, The 3 Aces, Lorre 
Layne, Aquabelles (16); at Coli- 
seum, Salt Lake City, $2.50 top. 





“Water Follies of 1948” is basic- 
ally the same as last year, with 
only a few changes. By and large 
“Follies” is good entertainment, 
but at the preem some glaring 


| 
| 
| 


} 
| 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Show gets off to a shaky start 


sion of kicks and jumps that had 
them cheering. 

Lorre Lane, new tothe “Follies,” 
follows the swimmers with some 


‘socks over some longhair stuff 


with Gene Cooper, hoofer, backed | that appealed to the listeners. 


up by chorus. 
culiarly remote way of dancing. 
The chorus rate little better than 
a high school group. 


Three Aces are next, and their 
handstand feats are tops. Work 
deliberately with great precision, 
and execute difficult stunts with a 
casual air, to win solid hand. 

The Aquabelles were in the 
water, where they belonged, in the 


| third number, in usual water bal- 


j 
| 
i 
| 


weak spots showed up, and unless | 


ironed out, this water show will 


have tough sledding ahead. The use | 
of the Aquabelles as a dancing | 


chorus as well as swimmers doesn’t 
jell. The gals are completely lost 
on the stage and slow up proceed- 
ings. 

On the credit side Peter Fick, 
former Olympic champ, Eddie 
Rose, slambang comedian, comely 
Fitzsimmons sisters, Danny South- 
ern, Lorre Layne, warbler, the 
divers, and the Three Aces, do 








Have 
) 
ever 


told 
Tit 


MY ROMANCE 


with 
gorgeous 


ANNE JEFFREYS? 





| let routine. 


“Follies” is sock when the com- 
edy divers do a rip-roaring minute 
on the high boards. 
fashioned bathing suits, water 
acrobats race through a routine 
that has the audience howling. 

Fick follows the divers, and does 
a slick job in the water. His rou- 
tine is built around the evolution 
of modern swimming techniques, 
and the former world’s champ puts 
on a great display. 

Danny Southern, singer, comes 
through with three solid ballads as 
his contribution. Lad has a good | 
baritone: which he uses skillfully. 
Opens with “They Say It’s Won- 
derful,” goes into “The Girl That 


Cooper has a pe-| 


Balance of show consists of a 
production comedy number, more 
fancy diving, and a hilarious com- 
edy routine between Diehl and 
Rose. Rose takes diving lessons 
from Diehl, gags between splashy 
efforts off the board and turns out 
a fancy collection of falls that re- 
| sult in a continuous session of belly 
| laughs. 





By and large “Water Follies” has 
| the makings of some swell enter- 


But it needs work, and 
The featured acts are 
the salad dressing, in 


tainment. 
| plenty of it. 
| good, but 


Dressed in old| the form of the chorus, can_stand | 


| plenty revision. Berl. 





| Theatre interests 


Continued from page 49 Gaaam 

















ing to the attorneys, is illegal. An 
appeal was made to Grover A. 
Giles, state attorney general, for 
a meeting to discuss the situation. 

Sheldon R. Brewster, secty-mgr 
of the State Fair Assn., and David 
Thomas, chairman of the board, 





I Marry,” and winds up with 
“Hushabye Wee Rose of Kilarney.” | 

Fitzsimmons sisters, billed as| 
granddaughters of ex-heavyweight | 
champ Bob, are a pair of good | 
looking blondes who turn in an ul- 
tra smooth performance. The gals | 
are nicely costumed in light green | 
sults with mirror decorations, and | 
mirrored Roman helmets. They go 
through an intricate routine of 
tandem swimming combined with 
acrobaties, and turn in one of the 
top performances. 


Show continues with a comedy 
routine involving Laden and Rose. 
Rose has a voice like Abe Bur- 
rows, and sticks pretty close to 
low comedy, but he’s a crack per- 
former and gets sock laughs. He 
and Laden work well together, 
clowning, singing, and doing their 
share of physical stuff. The audi- 
ence ate it up. 


Fick steps into the m.c. role for 
the next number, featuring fancy 
diving. The lineup is headed by 
Charlie Diehl, a 260 pounder who 
knows what’s on a high board, and 
three others who do a nice job. 


Cecile Lewin closes the first 
half with the good session of pop 
ballet, using routine of classical 
dancing to rhumbas and waltzes. 


Second half opens with Cooper 
and the chorus doing a South Seas 
number. In this bit, Cooper shows 
he could be a knockout if he’d 
stick to acrobatic and eccentric 
dancing. His taps are routine, but 








at the close he puts on a brief ses- 


answered charges by claiming the 
deal was strictly legitimate. 
Thomas agreed the Fair should 
not run in competition with “going 
business uptown,” but denied any 
wrongful risk .was being taken. 
Brewster stated no money derived 
from state taxes was involved in 
the “Follies” deal, and said it was 
just a legal effort at making the 
Fair Grounds pay its own way. 

As a matter of fact the $4,000 
promotion fund advanced by the 
Fair may not be too easy to make 
up. “Follies” seems on its way 
towards laying a sizeable egg, and 
despite heavy publicity and pro- 
motion isn’t getting the customers. 

The current battle is part of a 
general fight being waged by pro- 
fessional entertainment organiza- 
tions against the amateurs and 
semi-pros. At Logan, Intermoun- 
tain Theaters, Inc., operators of 
three picture houses there, are 
running into competition from the 
Utah State Agricultural College, 
showing second run pix at 35c ad- 
mission, with no restrictions on 
who attends. Intermountain’s atti- 
tude is, why support an ofganiza- 
tion with taxes, when it’s in busi- 
ness against you. 

Intermountain in Salt Lake City 
runs into the same problem when 
the University Theater, affiliated 
with the Univ. of Utah, bids 
against the theater operators for 
legit road shows. 





Recorils Are Made To Be Broken 

















HAREM, New Yo 
LATIN QUARTER 


MYRON COHEN 


AMERICA’S GREATEST STORY TELLER HAS 
| SMASHED THEM ALL AT THE FOLLOWING CAFES: 


LATIN QUARTER, New York | 


—Ask Lou Walters 
rk —Ask Nat Harris 


, Florida 


NOW Appearing at the LATIN CASINO, 


PHILADELPHIA — Ask Jack Lynch. Return En- 
gagement at the TOWN CASINO, BUFFALO, 
MAY 31st — Ask Harry Wallins. 


AVAILABLE AFTER JUNE 7, 1948 


HARRY ADLER AGENCY, 165 


Personal Management: 





—--- 


West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 


Plaza 7-2535—6—7 















|La Martinique a couple of years 





Nitery Reviews 


ew Continued from page 50 
Latin Quarter, N. Y. 


the name value of Joey Adams 
and his co-workers, Mark Plant 
and Tony Canzoneri, plus the 
Nicholas Bros. Andrea trio, Anne 
Russell, and the usual lush Wal- 
ters production, will be sufficient 
to overcome the draught of the 
Ritzes is still to be determined. 


Nonetheless, the Latin Quarter 
layout can match its entertain- 
ment quotient with any cafe in 
town. 

Adams, flanked by Plant and 
Canzoneri, has come in with a 


batch of fresh material, which he 


sends over with potent delivery. 
He still retains the framework 
of his usual act, but has inter- 


larded it with new bits, and pieces 
of business that make it virtually 
a new routine for cafegoers that 
haven’t seen him since he played 


ago. 

He now does a songwriting piece 
that’s hilarious. It’s a takeoff on 
the oft-seen bit that’s been iden- 
tified with many acts, but it has 
several refreshing turns, one of 
which is the use of Pupi Campo 
as the lead stooge. This piece, 
incidentally, points up Adams’ 
ability as a comedian builder. Ex- 
pug Canzoneri is definitely a fun- 
ny man now, as is singer Mark 


MINNY ICE SHOW SET FOR 
TOUR OF CHI SALOONS 


Chicago, May 1}, 

If bar patrons $start getting 
heavily iced drinks in the next few 
months, they can blame it on " 
new ice show, which will tour bars 
and niteries. Claiming to be the 
smallest real ice show, it uses , 
10 by 10 foot rink, which can be 


placed on many back bars. 
Show, packaged by Bil] 
| Attractions, is headed by tee 


Colier, m.c., and includes Jay Jack. 
son’s marionet skaters, and Skatin 
| Kelleys. Acts are backed by Eddie 
| Davis Quartet, who also double for 
| dancing. 





| Package broke in last week at 
the Pierre Marquette hotel, Peoria 
’ 





Paul Benson, comedy auctioneer 
has signed with Associated Book- 
ing agency. Goes into the Adams 
Newark, May 20. : 
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The Exclusive and Amusing 





Plant during his lighter moments. | 
Both developments are a result of | 
long association with Adams. | 
Should he play with Campo for a 
spell it’s likely that the bandlead- 
e- will develop into a zany. 


Another of Adams’ attributes is 
his ability to work with all the 
acts, aiding each without pointing | 
too much attention to himself. He | 
does a dance turn with the Nicho- | 
las Bros. and a bit with Anne | 
Russell, 

The Nicholas Bros., to be sure, 
need no outside help. They’re es- 
tablished and. polished dancers 
with a high degree of finesse. Their 
routines are smart, well-conceived 
and provocative to strong hands. 
Incidentally, the younger of the 
duo is branching out as a singer, 
and is quite good. 

Other showtoppers, Anne Rus- 
sell and Andrea Trio are both un- 
der New Acts. 

There’s been some refurbishing 
of the production talent with Mari- 
lyn Frichette showing excellent 
pipes in classic numbers, with 
Patricia Adair holding over in the 
ballet chores. Billy Drew does the 
tap terps in the line sequences. 

_Plant takes care of the main 
hitting spontaneous applause when 
he goes into “Beguine.” Cam 
fills the floor with his Hiamabe 
orch, while Vincent Travers show- 
backs in top fashion. José, 








Teeland, N. Y. 
Harry Rose, Margo Wade, Frank 
Malino & Hollis, Dolores Janell, 
Ben Ribble orch; $2 minimum. 





After a four-year absence from 
Broadway, Harry Rose, who last 
appeared at the old Hurricane, 


in the business have the savvy 
and sense of showmanship that 
can hold its own in any situation. 
His date at the Iceland is not a 
typical situation for Rose. None- 
theless, he meets the requirements 
of the room. Here, he plays to 
nearly an exclusively femme audi- 
ence, inasmuch as this hospice is 
the stronghold of the hen-party. 
In this instance he uses a fairly 
elemental form of humor, playing 
directly to the large parties con- 
gregatir.g here, and he’s a hit with 
every table. He frequently comes 
off the floor for personal asides to 
the mob — something that never 
fails to click with this type of au- 
dience. He does his w.k. mind- 
reading bit and’a “Pagliacci” with 
een that hits the crowd 
_ Surrounding Rose is a com - 
tively strong show with aleres 
neg epeying a neat brand of 
’ e ores Ja 
npg Rome pte her songs. ae 
Fran no and Hollis do w 
with fast knockabout comedy that 
reaps strong returns. Jose. 





Currently 


ENCORE 
9 E. 48th St. 
New York 


All Major Networks, 
Theatres and Clubs, 
U. 5. and Canada 





proves that many of the oldtimers | 


AMERICA'S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 






Personal Direction—ED KIRKEBY 
2908 RKO Building, New York 20, N. Y. 





Laurette and Clymas 
“DANCUMORISTS" 
HELD OVER 

HAREM, NEW YORK 


Choreography: Theodore Adolphus 
Chicago Rep.: 
PHIL TYRRELL 


New York Rep.: 
JACK DAVIES 


COMEDY PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
“The Show Biz Gag File" 
Nos. 1 to 22 at $1.00 ea. 


10 PARODIES for $10.00 


“How to Be an Emcee" 
$3.00 Including 2 Gag Files 
for list of material, parodies, 
comedy songs, minstrel bits—black- 
outs, ete. 
NO C.0.D’s 
PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 4th St., New York 19. 























HELENE and HOWARD 


"Comedy Dance Antics’ 
PALACE, CLEVELAND 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 











Pedro and Durand 


The “Topsy Turvy Boys” 
NOW WITH 


STAN KENTON’S BAND 
B'way Capitol, Det., Mich. 


Mgt.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 











RCA 
VICTOR 
FAVORITES 





Cirele 6-9366 
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* Green 
n, 
Sarah nema h Trio, Ames 
Gress Bea Wain, Onire,MWom: 
’ enner; n- 
Jock E «ree “(WB), reviewed in 
an gery, April 21, '48. 


is knee-deep 
stage 1S 
Isc, dik, 0H, tut 
ant, 
what eter "talent | that has 
r is on the way. 
a arrest between the talent 
he radio dishers of chitchat is 
ne pronounced. It shouldn’t re- 
pie any strain on the imagination 
e ess which camp punches the 
r to make a good impression. 
i ll the opportunism which 
ce of the oe rem ise 
ntable pixies really 
eS. ae de the runoff or mar the 
ffect of @ rattling fine collection 
of talent. To get an earful of 
Sarah Vaughan, especially, it would 
be worth going through greater 


= if the diskspinning delega- 
tion doesn’t mean a nickel at the 
poxoffice—though the probabilities 
are that it does—the Strand stands 
to profit from its investment in 
that quarter via free promotion. 
paul Brenner, who does his title 
over WAAT, a Jersey out- 
let, is slated to originate his daily 
show from the Strand’s mezzanine, 
and he has arranged to have disk 

rsonalities sub for him at the 
turntable while he’s doing his stage 


oo the odds are that Jack 
Eigen, who holds forth out of the 
Copacabana over WINS, nightly, 
and Bea Wain and Andre Baruch, 
the “Mr. and Mrs. Music” of 
WMCA, won’t keep their listeners 
in the dark about their four-a-day 
extra curricular activities. Regard- 
less of what happens on the stage 
it’s still smart showmanship to 
eash in on current fads and popu- 
larities, and the balancing of the 
books, whether the posting is from 
boxoffice or promotion, should 
show a healthy plus for thé Strand. 
Scraped down to the core, the 
routines that the platter-jugglers 
indulge in are of the behind-the- 
scenes sort, coked up with gag 
material, some of which score 
laughs. Brenner, the most folksy- 
mannered person in the jockey 
group, tells ‘em why the job isn’t 
all beer and skittles, and kids him- 
self and the craft in the process. 
Eigen demonstrates how he does 
his Winchellian act from the Copa, 
and for the fadeout gag enjoins 
the services of a stooge. 
With the Wain-Baruch team it’s 
not quite that cut and dried. They 
lay blackouts with intent to bur- 
esque various types of radio pro- 
grams and commercials, and at 
times it gets a little dim as to 
just whom the laugh is on. Par- 
ticularly the quiz giveaway bit. 
When caught, it fizzled sadly. Miss 
Wain also sings, and even though 
she shows that her pipes are in 
winsome trim, it does take, it 
courage to yi aa ts teal ees itn 
eid to that urge wit 
Sarah Vaughan on the pu bill. 
Miss Wain, incidentally, has, as 
ever, that well-garbed sparkle, 
“tre m= ont 3 
own to the entertain- 
ment phase of the bill, the choice 
i — soneqnde to yihe credit 
ng jockeys. e 
ads describe the roster’ as the 
Jockeys selectees for '48 stardom. 
en pengh gg oe > oy who 
or usicraft, ma 
easily be considered as one whe 
has already arrived—and in a big 
way — the designations couldn't 
= been much better from the 
cialertt Of potentiality and spe- 


n. 
yZ2 terms of 
a n ties the ‘how up into 
the ty In terms of performance, 
the a Perhaps with little dispute, 
the Most provocative pop singer of 
ine moment. Her warmth, phras- 
pe and emotional Shadings put 
wary much in a class of her 
date er programming for the 
That Couldn't be improved upon. 
pions repertoire, when caught, 
oonrg a 2 omy gers Friend,” 
br an,” “Nature Boy” 
4nd “Nobody Else But You.” . 


esponse Miss 


In both “Trouble” ‘t 
1 and “Nature 
poy” she brings into full play that 


y ease at swinging from dee 

ay notes to a clear-toned $0- 

ine: and in each instance she 

ngs down the house. Even when 
the in to the rhythm item for 
laxed at the impact of her re- 
for thaPProach and air of singing 
Minish Pleasure of it doesn’t di- 
good Ae bit. An added asset is her 
hairdg e in gowning, makeup and 


Larry Green’s o i 
; € rch comes into 
this none with two recent Victor 
You” 2, {8 credit, namely, “Near 
combinng Beg Your Pardon.” The 
and inte ion’s center of excitement 
te erest is, of course, Green’s 
owie His style is of the easy- 
~~ rr dreamy school, one which 
Vogue € moment is Strongly in 
the biti The band’s contribution to 
ing ch l, in addition toe accompany- 
aa. J© atts, consists of re-echoing 


‘- 
*wee« eee ee awe 


the “Pardon” etching and the play- 
ing of a more recent release, ““Con- 
certo to the Moon.” Both numbers 
fared handsomely when caught. 
The Ames Bros. likewise impart 
a rich assortment to their act, but 
with them it’s strictly vocal. These 
four young fellows, now recording 
under the Decca label, but for- 
merly a‘tached fo Majestic as the 
Amory Bros., are definitely headed 
for the bigtime. That lead singer 
in the group is endowed with an 
exceptionally expressive baritone 
and it’s perhaps only a matter of 
meeting with the right song. Their 
stage act could stand a little more 
polishing and they themselves 
need both a smarter habiliment 
and more ‘relaxed deportment 
around the mike. The two num- 
bers in the brothers’ repertoire 
that register best are “Sabre 
Dance” and “Because.” That gag 
on the latter title, which Brenner 
compounds with the quartet, could 
be eliminated for the benefit of all 
concerned. Each of the jockeys in- 
\troduces an act, and the Ames boys 
are Brenner’s quarry. 

The Capitol label is represented 
by the Page Cavanaugh Trio, 
whose specialty is mixing up-to-the- 
minute jazz idioms on the piano, 
guitar and bass, and heaving in a 
sotto voce vocal for an-occasional 
clincher. It’s a brightly contrived 
turn, with a nifty rep in radio and 
niteclubs as well as the waxmarts. 
The boys look good, they perform 
with professional aplomb and they 
get over here. with more than 
gratifying results. Odec. 


Broadway-Capitol, Det. 
Detroit, May 8. 
Stan Kenton’s Orch, King Cole 
Trio, Eddie Safranski, June Chris- 
ty, Pedro & Durant, Pat Henning; 
“The Sainted Sisters” (Par). 





New stage policy here has 
knocked Detroit for a loop. It’s 
the biggest draw house has seen 
in many a year. If the subsequent 
bills prove to be the b.o. magnet 
this show is, it may mean stage 
shows have come to stay—for a 
—— at least—at this downtown 
spot. 
Delighted jazz addicts forced the 
SRO sign out early. Lines formed 
until late, and the screaming and 
stomping was deafening when the 
curtain raised on Stan Kenton’s 
array of talent—including 15 brass 
instruments—going into “Artistry 
Jumps” to teeoff show with maes- 
tro soloing at the keyboard. ,. 

Pedro and Durant follow with 
comedy acro work, balancing and 
tumbling to nice appreciation. Ed- 
die Safranski, bass player in band, 
does neatly on “Collaboration” to 
win applause. P 

Kenton then brings on Pat Hen- 
ning, a capable comic with nifty 
line of gags that click. His im- 
preshes of Hollywood greats bring 
additional salvos for a solid hit. 

June Christy, dazzling blonde 
beaut, clicks in vocals of “How 
High the Moon,” “Soothe Me” and 
on re You I Love You, Now Get 

u ae 

Kenton then does “St. James In- 
firmary” and clowns with the lads 
in the band to the merriment of 
stubholders. 

_In closing slot King Cole Trio 

ive out with “My Baby Likes to 

e-Bop,” ‘I’ve Only Myself to 
Blame,” and a novelty number, 
“That's What” and “Nature Boy,” 
with Kenton’s boys accompanying 
for a sock closer. Stan 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, May 7. 
Dondid Novis, Hal Sierman, Ra- 
dio Ramblers, Bunin Puppets, 
Berk & Hallow, Jay Clarke, Les 
Rhode House Orch; “Out of the 
Past” (RKO). 





Average bill on tap here this 
week, with overall effect okay. 

Donald Novis, radio tenor, hits 
nicely with his versions of the 
pons in ballad tempo. Topper is 
rving Berlin medley and “Eileen.” 
Off to solid palming. , 

Hal Sherman emcees in fairish 
fashion and in own spot clicks with 
his eccentric dancing. Personality, 
delivery and know-how, gets the 
stubholders. : 

Faves here with each successive 
appearance are the Radio Ram- 
blers. Offers a melange of radio 
and musical impreshes that click 
with the aud. Satires of radio com- 
mercials are especially effective. 
Smith approach adds for solid re- 
sponse. 

Bunin Puppets impress with 
hand manipulated figures. Rou- 
tines are carefully played for full 
returns. Berk and Hallow make 
for a good enough filler with their 
precision taps, to average mitts. 
Routines, though well worked out, 
could be more imaginative. . 

Jay Ctarke, with his mental 
magic, is an added attraction on 
bill. Shows more know-how in 
handling an aud, than last time out 
here and brings murmurs and 
gasps with his accuracy on sub- 
mitted questions. Les Rhode and 





house orch background in good 
fashion. ry. 
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Casino. Londen 
London, May 4. 

Virginia O’Brien, Berry Bros., 
The Charioteers, Western Bros., 
Harrison & Fisher, Collinson & 
Breen, Leslie Strange, Reg Red- 
cliffe, Max & Gang, The Martinez, 
Freddie Carpenter’s Casino Girls, 
Harold Collins and Orch. 


Let’s be candid. This toplining 
of Hollywood players in British va- 
riety is pointless if the players are 
not universal favorites, or if they 
are not top stars in their own 
right. Latest importation, Virginia 
O’Brien, illustrates this point. De- 
spite intensive publicity Miss 
O’Brien is known only to a frac- 
tion of film-going audiences. Her 
deadpan act, her pointed lyrics, 
her immobility, her studied lack 
of expression, are admirably suited 
to a number or two on the screen 
or to the intimacy of a night club, 
but not to the comparative vast- 
ness of a music hall like the Lon- 
don Casino. This is not belittling 
her talent, and the audience 
showed its appreciation of it. Her 
skits on “Ramona,” “Salome” and 
“Virginia” weré nicely received, 
and her other numbers, “Go to 
Sleep My Baby,” “Feudin’ and 
Fightin’ ” and “He Wore a Big Red 
Rose” maintained the kindly ap- 
plause. At the opening perform- 
ance Miss O’Brien was so nervous 
that she could not utter more than 
a couple of stammering words of 
thanks for her reception. 

Nor is the rest of the bill any 
help to a nervous newcomer. In- 
dividually most of the acts are 
first-rate but collectively they 
storm the mike and give a general 
air of disconnected bits of enter- 
tainment without any spark of joy 
or continuity. Opening act, as 
usual, is Freddie Carpenter’s Casi- 
no Girls in an outmoded routine. 
Something skillful and peppy 
would be a help in this spot. Reg 
Redcliffe follows with his rhumba- 
xylophone and works hard to earn 
deserved applause. Collinson and 
Breen come next with crossfire 
but are’ out of place in a West 
End variety bill. Their humor is 
provincial despite their radio popu- 
larity. (Couple were taken out 
after first show.) Harrison and 
Fisher are held over and again de- 
light with their artistic ballroom- 
ology. 

Leslie Strange follows with 
clever impersonations. First half 
closes with The Charioteers, billed 
as “Colored singers from the Bing 
Crosby radio show,” who assail 
the mike until the ears tingle, but 
win solid applause. Intermission 
music, “Singing With Sophie,” is a 
pot-pourri of Sophie Tucker’s mel- 
odies, with a reminder that she 
opens here for a month, May 31. 

Second half begins as usual with 
an ineffective number by the Casi- 
no Girls, followed by Max and His 
Gang, clever dog act. Next are 
the Western Brothers, always wel- 
comed with up-to-date songs and 
gags, and then come the Berry 
Brothers, colored dancers, whose 
eee really awaken the au- 
dience to something approaching 
enthusiasm, and set it in good hu- 
mor for Virgnia O’Brien. A skat- 
ing act, the Martinez, closes the 
bill. Two hours of unexciting en- 
tertainment. Cane. 





National, L’ville 
Louisville, May 7. 

Spade Cooley Orch. (15) with 
Becky Barfield, Jimmy Widener; 
Pansy the Horse, Smiley Burnette; 
“Bush Pilot” (Indie). 

Spade Cooley’s crew is breaking 
the live talent drought at this house 
this week, and a lively lad he is 
with his blazer of black and white 
stripes, and the green trousers. 
Known only to local patrons by 
his records and screen appear- 
ances, Cooley has a 15 piece outfit 
of the Western type, who dish out 
the tunes comparable to any of 
the name dance bands. Guys are 
togged in Western suits, and have 
a neat appearance. Have a solid 
brass section consisting of four 
sax, two trumpet, and two trom- 
bones. The fiddle trio is worthy of 
mention, with Cooley scraping his 
fiddle on several of the numbers. 

Vocalists with the band are Jim- 
my Widener, tall, pleasant chap, 
who caught nice applause for his 
warbling of “‘Ain’t Goin’ Out To- 
night,” “I'll Keep Ridin,’ Hidin’ 
Teardrops in My Heart.” Gal 
singer, Becky Barfield, with cute 
blonde tresses, makes nice impres- 
sion with “I’ve Got a Humpty, 
Dumpty Heart.” Band also gives 
Noel Boggs plenty opportunity to 
show his stuff on steel guitar with 
“Steel Guitar Rag,” which the out- 
fit has been using as‘a theme for 
six or seven years. Band also goes 
over big with “Sugar Blues,” “Sa- 
bre Dance” and “Devil's Dream.” 
Outfit reminds at times of the late 
Milt Britton’s band with their 
zany comedic carryings-on. 

Pansy the Horse, standard act, 
with looker Marilyn Joyce to put 
comedy paces, grabs plenty laughs 
and clicks. 

Closer, Smiley Burnette, comes 
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a warm welcpome at this house. 


Friday (7). Hold 


Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, May 9. 
Esmereldy, Florida Trio, The 
Harpers (3), Sonny Sparks, Jo 
Lombardi House Orch (12) with 
Earle Donoho; “Lady From Shang- 
hai” (Col). 





Current bill is standard layout 
with no particular sock or high- 
light but pleasing enough in per- 
formance. Unusual spotting of Jo 
Lombardo and his house orch in 
the closing niche for a strong wal- 
lop via “The Warsaw Concerto,” 
in which Earle Donoho, youthful 
pianist, gives out with top-flight 
keyboard stuff, is the giveaway- to 
the problem presented by the acts 
at hand Maybe booking four acts 
a week is getting to be a bigger 
problem than conditions would in- 
dicate but a leaf out of the old 
book of vaude might point a great- 
er consideration of routine and 
proper spotting. 

As offered currently, The Har- 
pers, trio of harmonica tooters, 
open with good arrangements of 
“Hora Stacatta,” “Dance of the 
Firefly” and “Four Leaf Clover,” 
scoring well enough but hardly an 
opening act on any bill. Boys come 
through mightily nevertheless. 
Florida Trio is next and a solid 
sender via rag doll contortion 
stuff, smoothly timed. 

Esmereldy, hillbilly singer, with 
some recording background, gives 
out with typical talk and down 
yonder vocalizing, including “Slap 
Her Down Pa,” “Ain’t Nature 
Grand” and “I’m My Own Grand- 
ma” all in the accepted groove 
and well enough received when 
caught. Makes a spot for Sonny 
Sparks to follow with gags and a 
funny travesty on “Babalu” which 
is an extended piece of strenuous 
business but good for considerable 
laughs and a nice lift. Burm. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, May 7. 
Toy & Wing, The Tunesmen (3), 
Sibyl Bowan, Sensationalists (3); 
“B.F.’s Daughter” (M-G). 





A sock show, dependent on no 
single headliner, but maintaining a 
lively, high pitched pacé through- 
out, gets hefty returns from Capi- 
tol’s customers current session. At 
show caught, each act got plenty 
of well deserved attention, with 
general feeling of money-well-spent 
filling the enthusiastic galleries. 

Showstopper in layout is mimic 
Sibly Bowan in her first appear- 
ance here since her wartime USO 
stint. Cleverly adding interest by 
a series of costume changes on 
stage to match her quick change 
of character. She keeps things 
rolling and the payees rocking 
with laughs without a let down. 
Most convincing of her impres- 
sions are her takeoffs of Hilde- 
garde and Bea Lillie. Latter rings 
particularly true, since Miss Bow- 
man’s English music hall style has 
a Lillie quality in everything she 
does. The Hildegarde routine is 
keen satire, and strikes home at 
the right places. Also worth men- 
tioning is a ribald “nurse’s aid” 
number. Act is hep, with an inti- 
mate touch that should make it a 
nitery natural. 

Tunesmen runs close second to 
La Bowman as a potentiol show 
stopper. Trio of instrumentalists 
have come a long way since they 
were “discovered” by the Capitol 
two years ago. Showmanship and 
smart style have been added to 
genuine talent. Combining vocals 
with their instruments — piano, 
clarinet and drums —team offers 
chosen tunes. “Sabre Dance” and 
“Casey Jones” are their best bets, 
though they play to good returns 
in all four numbers. Lads work 
hard for novel effects, rating at- 
tention as a top drawer musical 
act. 

Toy & Wing, Chinese terpers, 
are better than average pace set- 
ters. Slight in build, both dancers 
manage the large stage well in a 
routine of ballroom terping with 
a novel twist. Open with a sophis- 
ticated version of “Putting on the 
Ritz,” go into a jitterbug number, 
and wind with “Kicking the Gong 
Around,” a novelty with plenty of 
trick turns. eae . 

Rounding out a bellringing bill, 
the Sensationalists, trio of roller 
skaters, bring down the curtain 
with a dazzling exhibition of acro- 
batics and skilled wheel work. 
Two men and a gal work in varied 
combos at a whirlwind pace. Much 
better than the usual stunt act, 
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they exit to plenty of mitt action. 
y pienty pon, 


on for some friendly visiting with 
the folks, and a bit of accordion 
playing. He reminisces a bit with my 
the customers, makes some sly ref- 
erences to his work in Western 
film, and then warbles “It’s a Lazy 
Day,” “Ridin’ Down the Canyon,” 
and had the folks clapping hands 
in rhythm to “Sincerely Yours.” 
An old friend, and always sure of 


Business slow at show caught 


Oriental, Chi 

Chicago, May 7. 
Milton Berle, 

Stan Fisher, Moroccans 


(M-G). 


tleman” 


his cause. 
talent to 
audience, 





| to size. 


| Consequently, it was surprising 


|that Berle had to bow to Chi 


| matinee audiences with an act that 


| was too raw for the housewives 
| and one that should not have been 
|exposed to the kids in the audi- 
lence. Fortunately, Berle cleaned 
lup the 52d street bits of business 
|fur subsequent shows, proving 
| that he can get along with none 
or only a moderate degree of in- 
digo. 

Supporting acts, while all good, 
also prove fodder for Berle’s 
quips and routines. Berle works 
in every act, from tumbling with 
the Moroccans to pecking with the 
Lindy Hoppers. Much of his mate- 
rial is fairly familiar, but it 
doesn’t detract a bit, as far as the 
customers are concerned. 

Show opens with special film 
trailer, quoting razzes from local 
critics as intro for comic. He 
starts an open forum with the 
small-fry, never coming off second 
best and then introduces Joan 
Blondell, after a reverse buildup. 
Gal makes svelte appearance in 
peekaboo decolettage. Two go 
through a clinch scene: However, 
Miss Blondell is certainly more 
deserving of something better; for 
the ex-film star shows in an all 
too brief bit that she can do more 
than wrestle. 

Stan Fisher, harmonicist, after 
getting the reverse intro, displays 
fancy lip runs on ‘“Roumanian 
Rhapsody” but a less intricate 
piece would be better opener. He 
and Berle clown around on “Night 
and Day” and then Fisher encores 
with “Hora Staccata” for  boff 
hand. 

Moroccans seem never to light 
as they flip from one end of the 
stage to the other. Quartet adds 
|a fifth member as Berle dons an 
old Turkish towel to become a 
non-efficient understander. Seat- 
holders gasp as tumbler does a 
running back-flip over three men. 

Comedian’s series of _ rapid, 
hoked-up impressions of Boyer, 
Bogart and Tony Martin precede 
The Vikings. Vocal group, garbed 
in grenadier costumes, run 
through group of operetta stand- 
ards, leading off with inevitable 
“Stout Hearted Men,” followed by 
bass solo of “I Want What I Want 
When I Want It” and “We Are 
the Musketeers. An added ranger 
dashes on, wearing a modified 
union suit, gracefully held by a 

rdle. Here Berle has one of his 

unniest bits as the extra vocal 
member. It’s one of the bluest bits 
of business seen on local stage, 
but funny, nonetheless. He could 
eliminate the swish business and 
still wham ‘em. 
Lindy Hoppers, two sepia duos, 
do some furious and faney truck- 
ing with Berle spelling one of 
the males for a few minutes and 
displaying fine king technique. 
To close, Berle does a mushy paro- 
dy on “Near You” in front of cur- 
tain. Song could be dropped, since 
it’s in sharp variance with rest of 
the program. Carl Sands house 
orch works from the pit and cuts 
the show well. Zabe. 


Apollo, N. Y. 
George Paxton Orch (16), Billy 
Eckstine, Strawberry & Julia, Salt 
& Pepper, Wilkey & Dare, Jesse 
James; “‘Railroaded” (E-L). 


With George Paxton on the 
Apollo podium this week and Ray 
Anthony coming up for the next 
semester, it’s opoarres on the basis 
of these ofay kings as well as 
frequent others in the past that 
there must be a shortage of good 
Negro boxoffice bands. While Pax- 
ton’s crew is an able group, it’s 
sweet style does not jibe with the 
house’s usual policy of be-bop and 
barrel house. 

Comprising four reed, four 
rhythm, seven brass and vibes, band 
appropriately programs a Duke El- 
lington medley for a reception 
which is more polite than enthu- 
siastic. Their opener, done in a 
brassier vein, is “Lady Be Good,” 
which garners okay returns pavin 
the way for the vet femme ter 
turn of Salt & Pepper. Gals tee o 
with a so-so song, then sell them- 
selves nicely with spirited step- 

ing. 

r Orch returns with vocalist Dick 
Merriek chanting “All of Me” and 
“Loyé Is Funny.” The reserved 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Joan Blondell, 
(4), Vik- 
ings (5), Lindy Hoppers (4), Cart 
Sands House Orch; “Alias a Gen- 


Hour and a quarter of Milton 
Berle can be prime vaudeville. 
When he’s in top shape this zany 
has no peer as a performer. Con- 
sequently, one can wonder why 
he occasionally goes into lapses of 
indigo when it’s not necessary to 
He has enough comedic 
bowl over almost any 
and there’s scarcely a 
'mob that Berle cannot cut down 
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ballads are as effective as her 
rhythm numbers. 
Miss Starr is also a looker, neatly 


garbed and should click in the 


LISA KIRK {chirp doesn't sing so good. the | Plush cafes and vauders. Jose. 





Songs cash registers never reflect it. , WEEK OF MAY 12 
= Mins. ay | Miss rary (she’s not using the (WILKEY, & — — RB. eaet 
opacabana, N. Y. name of her present spouse pro- y-Acrova Numerals in tion with bil 
Although she’s already sung in enone 4 is a looker, nicely Aain N. ¥ CEE e rN ee ee en, (eens Gay of chow 
garbed, and sings as weil as her Sh hk Letter in paren indicates circult: (1) Independent; (1) Loew; (M 


several top New York and Miami 


niteries. this is Lisa Kirk's first Ofay mixed team is a snappy, 


in this field. She 


| predecessors (P) Paramount; (KR) RKO; (8 ; M) Moss 
ant; (i) O; (8) Stoll; (W) Warmer; (WE) Walter Reade’ 
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act of “Allegro,” she’s able to dou- VEINS. val _ blonde who sters | Sylvia Barry Carl Sands Ore Billy Russ f g& Fleming 
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~~ Crisis On The Wing 
Theatre Wing needs help. 


created as the machinery through which the 
ld do its bit in wartime, the Wing has be- 


The American 


ccident of war, 
entertainment industry cou 


implement of peacetime. 
Soon me ty Staal, and needs membership and support. The 
a ized public service put on by the whole industry for the 
uc lg the Wing has found vital work to keep it in 
put no longer has its former means with which to do so. 


eneral community, 


the war the Wing ran 51 projects, from canteens for GIs 
in camps, to performances in settlement houses 


ups 
“ ae ent of youth centers. 
on three big pro 
and its Community Plays.. 
talent, its hos 
munity Plays 


‘school has 
a de to returned industry vets. 


The Wing’s 
was $500,000. 


collected a lot of money during the war. v 
as much from the film, “Stage Door Canteen,” as reported. 
‘Wing’s radio program, “Stage Door Canteen,” brought in $471,000, 
of which $47,000 was given to the American Federation of Radio 
The film grossed $2,303,000, of which the Wing 
netted $1,555,000. But of this, 3242% went to other causes, and 
$75,000 more later to the National Conference of Christians and 
Jews. Its money is now gone, and it needs to raige every bit of the 
$100,000 needed annually to carry on. 


The Wing’s activities are a proud part of an industry that has a 


Artists for relief. 


right to be proud of itself. Few 


ment world gave away its product during war time free, rather than 
Few such industries have retained their vets 
- across the board—a model for others to follow. 
industry now, even in Washington—thanks to such unselfish en- 
deavors as the Wing. The industry should support the Wing for what 
it’s done in prestige, and for what it’s doing now in practice—train- 
‘ ing its men again for the theatre via its school, bringing the theatre 
* to the public via Community plays. 


The Wing needs support from the theatre, while also seeking it 
Anyone can become a member, from $1 to $500 a year. 
Angels may not need wings, but the Wing needs angels. 


Treasury Dept. Release of Belasco 
May Set It as D. C. Legit Stand 


at cost or at a profit. 


outside. 





jects—its ex-Gl training program, its hospital job 
Its school is rehabilitating professional 
pital groups are cheering the wounded and its Com- 
are waking up civilian groups to the theatre. 
made available about $1,000,000 of educational benefits, 


wartime annual budget, supporting its 51 activities, 
Its present annual budget is $100,000. 


It wants to continue 


Since the war it has concentrated 


Its 


The Wing 
It never, however, netted 
The 


industries such as the entertain- 


It’s a respectable 











Washington, May 11. *? 


Reversing its previous stand, the 
Treasury Department has agreea 
to make the Belasco theatre, now 
being used as a storehouse for rec- 
ords, available for legit next sea- 


son. Indications are that the house 
will be leased for touring legit 
bookings, though film interests may 
try to obtain it as a first-run pic- 
ture house. 


Joseph H. Curtis, film advertis- 
ing man and son of Jack Cohn, 
veepee of Columbia Pictures, is 
one of those seeking to lease the 
theatre for legit, and he has 
pledged not to conduct it on a 
racial tion policy. In 
any case, however, it’s figured the 
sag -_ ole bids on the 

’ ’ offer amo 
those to be considered. 9: 


Opening of the Belasco as a legit 
pease would offset the loss of the 
ee to pictures, probably ef- 
ective this summer. The National, 
pig by Marcus Heiman, is 
om tching to films rather than drop 
: Policy of racial discrimination. 
etter ae continue the latter rule 
pees this season, as Actors Equity 

forbidden its members to play 


the house ae i 
“aie segregation is dis- 





ANTA Angling Lissner Aud. 
Woontrary to recent reports from 
bili n, there is still a proba- 
a om the Lissner auditorium 

rge Washington Univ. will 
bh. available for legit bookings next 
ason. It’s understood the open- 


1 , 
aff ect or legit will not 


C. Lawton Cam 
pbell, board 
Teman of the American National 
. re & Academy, has recently 
a “in Washington ~for-meetings 
Liss responsible officials on using 
legi eet auditorium for selected 
Pe ane. A wrinkle to such a 
pot that any bookings would 
€ to be set through a local or- 


— and could. not be for 


It’s believed that an 
gle could 
f handled by Phan Mw bookings 
pa = the Washington Art Assn., 
New f having the ANTA office in 
sid ork select only shows con- 
ered suitable for the house. 


a 





Max Liebman, rev 
ce . ue and sketch 
eahant who was once director of 
rh the ument at Camp Tamiment 
week € Poconos, will spread 10 
owe 8 this summer trying out there 
© new material and ideas for 


Prospective Broadway production. 


ANTA Still 13G Ahead 
After Payoff of 206 on ET; 
Elects New Bd. Members 


The American National Theatre 
& Academy had a balance of $33,- 
000 in its treasury at the end of 
the fiscal year, May 1, it was re- 
vealed Monday (10) by Vinton 
Freedley, president, at the organ- 
ization’s annual meeting at the 
Maxine Elliott theatre, N. Y. How- 


ever, $20,000 of that amount will 
be used to pay off the deficit of the 
Experimental Theatre. One ET 
production, “Skipper Next to God,” 
provided a $16,000 profit for ANTA. 


Officers elected at the meeting 
included, besides Freedley, Helen 
Hayes, first vice-prez; Margo Jones, 
second vice-prez; Gilbert Miller, 
treasurer; Sherman Ewing, asst. 
treasurer; Rosamond Gilder, sec- 
retary, and Robert Breen, execu- 
tive-secretary. C. Lawton Camp- 
bell continues as board chairman. 


Elected to the board were Rich- 
ard Walsh, president of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees; George Somnes, 
producer; Robert Dowling, presi- 
dent of the City Investing Co.; 
Moss: Hart, president of the Drama- 
tists Guild, and H. Darkes Albright, 
president. of the American Educa- 
tional Theatre Assn. Reelected to 
the board were Brooks Atkinson, 
Ben Boyar, Clarence Derwent, 
Freedley, Miss Gilder, C. R. Kase, 
William Morris, Robert Porter- 
field, Oscar Serlin and Lee Simon- 
son, 


‘Moonlight’ to Be Staged 





Chi Erlanger’s Gets 
135G_ Air-Conditioner 


Chicago, May 11. 

Erlanger’s, which has been closed 
for a month, is being equipped 
with an air-conditioning plant at 
a cost of $135,000. House will be 
ready to relight by mid-June. It’s 
understood that a musical now 
playing Broadway will be booked 
into the home. 

House is operated by Marcus 
Heiman, who heads the United 
Booking Office. Formerly Erlan- 
ger’s was controlled by Heiman 
and the late Leonard E. Bergman. 


Dowling, Singer 
In Legit Break 


Eddie Dowling and Louis J. 
Singer, who’ve teamed in present- 
ing several legit productions, have 
finally parted after differences. A 
suit has been filed by the latter 
against the actor-manager. 

Last Wednesday (5) 
sought a court order for an ex- 
amination of his erstwhile partner 
before trial of a claim of $6,028, 
Dowling counter - claiming for 
money allegedly due him in excess 
of that-amount. Recently Dowling’s 
claim for his share of profits from 
“The Glass Menagerie” was re- 
putedly settled by Singer out of 
court. This was the show that 
brought latter into the managerial 
ranks. Dowling held a 20% share 
in the Tennessee Williams hit but 





Singer 


give him a production accounting. 
Papers in the current suit aver 
that Singer loaned Dowling $10,- 
000, plus $12,500 last summer, and 
it’s set forth that Dowling repaid 
$16,471 of the combined items. 
Dowling claims that the larger 
amount was money Singer put up 
for him for an interest in “Under 
the Counter,” a revue brought over 
from England by Lee Shubert last 
summer. Actor-manager says he 
didn’t know he was supposed to be 
in on the show until it was known 
to be flepping. 
; Early this season the duo teamed 
in presenting “Our Lan’” (origi- 
nally done on 14th street by the 
Henry Street Settlement) on 
Broadway. Mixed-cast drama also 
flopped and Dowling claims a $4,- 
000 item for directorial fees he 
didn’t get. He says too he was also 
supposed to be in on the Garde 
hotel, New Haven, which Singer 
purchased and which is a profitable 
venture, but discovered he was de- 
clared out. 
Despite the supposed settlement, 
Dowling claims he is still entitled 
to share in the “Menagerie” prop- 


lerty rights and wants an account- 


ing, Singer denying his claim and 
stating that the differences in that 
matter were settled April 25. De- 
spite the apparent disparity in fig- 
ures Dowling claims that Singer 
really owes him $971. Another los- 
ing venture of the partnership was 
“St. Lazare’s _Pharmacy” which 
cost around $70,000. It never 
reached Broadway. 


DWYER RE-ELECTED 
PREZ OF N.Y. GRIPS 


Annual election of the New York 
stagehands union was held Sunday 
(9), when Joseph Dwyer was re- 
elected. There were contests for 
three other posts, all salaried posi- 
tions. 

Closest to an upset was for the 
secretary’s job, held for years by 
John McDowell, who won in a close 
vote over Bill Goebel. There were 
four candidates for the two busi- 





-ness agent jobs, Solly Pernick be- 


ing re-elected along with John 
Goodson, they outlasting Warren B. 
Brady and George McCormick. An- 
other contest was for the vicepresi- 
dency, George Fitzgerald winning 





By Barnes-Clark Team 


Micheal MacLiammoir’s “I'll | 
Met by Moonlight,” formerly held 
by Oscar Serlin, has been acquired 
by Howard G. Barnes and Lon) 
Clark, who plan an early fall pro- 
duction. Geraldine Fitzgerald is | 
reported interested in the script, | 
and Barnes and 


approached her about it. 

“Moonlight” is a 
with a cast of six, and the pre- 
senters figure roughly on a budget 
of $50,000-$60,000. Barnes is a 
radio producer and former stock 
company stage manager. Clark is 





New Stages group. 


over Bill Little and Joe Nolan. 


International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees, of which the 
N. Y. deckhands union is Local 1, 
will hold its convention in Cleve- 
land Aug. 16. Delegates named to 
attend are Jack Shapiro, Vincent 
Jacobi (both newly elected to the 
local’s board of trustees), Eddie 


Clark would like , Gately, John Brousseau (chairman 
her as star, but they haven't yet of the board), Harry Abbott, Louis 
| Yeager, McDowell, Meyer Harris, 
one-setter,| Bernie Quatrochi, John J. Garvey 


| (elected secretary-treasurer), Good- 
son, Fitzgerald and Dwyer. 





Producer Ned Warren and Bil 


Steuer 


a radio actor and a member of the ‘trate their forthcoming musical, 


‘“The Happiest Days.” 


alleged he couldn’t get Singer to 


set Don Walker to orches- cia, 


Amer. Rep. Theatre, 3406 Flop, Wasn't 
Non-Profit; 293 Investors Nicked 





Come, Josephine, Check 


Golden, account executive 
flying ad checker. A veteran flyer, 
Golden planes around the New 


permitting) to check all his out- 
door display locations. He was a 
| Navy flight instructor during the 
| war and now flies from the Teter- 
boro (N. J.) airport. 

During his air rounds last week, 
| Golden spotted one of his signs 
| blown down on the Jersey Mead- 
ows, outside Jersey City. It had 
| been plugging the Maurice Evans 
| revival of Shaw’s “Man and Super- 
man,” at the Hudson, N. Y., which 
automatically gets a rebate. The 
show is scheduled to end its Broad- 
way run in a few more weeks. 








Producers Point to Biz 
Dips as Agents, Mgrs. 


Agents and managers huddled 
with legit show producers 
Friday (7) in the offices of the 


tions for increased salaries. Per- 
centage of tilt was not discussed 
but the Assn. of Theatrical Agents 
and Managers expects a formal 
offer from the showmen during 
this week. ATAM has a contract 
with the League until the start of 
the 1949-50 season, it being. stip- 
ulated however that the uniofi has 
the right to seek higher pay before 
the expiration of the pact. 

At the initial session, producers 
said that business is slipping and 
they cannot afford to tilt the salary 
scales, there also being observa- 
tions that ATAM probably picked 
the wrong part of the season to 
negotiate. However, the union com- 
mittee explained it is looking for- 
ward to coming seasons and is act- 
ing at the instance of members who 
declare the pay to men ahead and 
back on the road, merely supplies 
a subsistence, especially for those 
with families and homes in New 
York, because of excessive living 
expenses out of town. If an agree- 
ment cannot be reached with the 
showmen, arbitration will be used, 
as it was when the present scales 
were adopted. 


PEMBERTON TO COAST 
SEEKING ‘HARVEY’ SUB 


Brock Pemberton, planed to 
Hollywood Sunday (9) to secure a 
star to follow Jack Buchanan, Eng- 
lish comedian who completes his 
assignment in the N. Y. “Harvey” 
(48th Street) cast May 22. Rudy 
Vallee was set to take over but was 
suddenly called for a film stint 
that will keep him on the Coast for 
another four or five weeks, but he’s 
expected to appear in the hit dur- 
ing the coming summer. 

Groucho Marx is now mentioned 
to appear as the amiable stew in 
“Harvey,” the part being played 
by Frank Fay and Joe E. Brown 
on the road. Harpo Marx is also 
a possibility, going into the show 
either before or after Vallee. 


Englund to Tie With Levy 
On Musical This Autumn 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Film writer Ken Englund will 
produce a legit musical with Lou 
Levy, head of Leeds Music, in the 
fall. They’re seeking comics such 
as the Ritz Bros., Danny Kaye or 
Danny Thomas to play the lead. 
Englund will soon visit New York 
to submit the book to the Ritzes 

and their manager, Lou Irwin. — 
Writer is currently on the Coast, 
where his wife, Mabel Albertson 
(sister of Frankie Alberston) will 
play the lead in “Craig’s Wife” at 
the P sadena Playhouse next 
'month. His son, George, is in the 
icast of “The Adding Machine” at 


;the Circle theatre. 
Englund, recently returned from 











l New York, saw his daughter, Patri- 


embark for London, where 
\she’ll play Ado Annie in the Lon- 
' don production of “Oklahoma!”. 


Those Legit Billboards 


Among ad egency men, Fred 
with 
Blaine-Thompson, is known as the 


Put Bid in for Raises 


last 


League of New York Theatres, it 
being the first session in negotia- 


+ Application for the dissolution 
of the American Repertory Thea- 
tre Corp. has been filed in Albany 
and when granted, the costliest, 


/repertory on Broadway during the 
season of 1946-47, will have been 
officially defunct. It was errone- 
ously believed that ART was a non- 
profit outfit but when shares were 
| sold it was plainly stated that the 





York area every weekend (weather | project was commercial and most 


| of the stock was sold by a Wall 
| Street brokerage house. Last fig- 
|ures given placed the loss at 
| $340,000. ‘ 

| Only assets of ART are costumes 
of questionable value and electri- 
cal apparatus, which will be sal- 
| vaged, and whatever is realized will 
be split among the investors, who 
total 293. It’s evident that refunds 
will be puny amounts. Stock was 
sold in units of $500 each, inves- 
tors being in and outside of show 
business from coast to coast. One 
investor was a nurse, another a 
GI and even a midwestern’ college 
invested. Some investors bought 
shares in bunches. Joseph Verner 
Reed, who declared himself out of 
show business several seasons ago, 
being the biggest individual cus- 
tomer, he buying $50,000 worth of 
| shares. 

| ART was headed by three pro- 
| fessional femmes, Eva Le Gal- 
lienne, Cheryl Crawford and Mar- 
garet Webster. None of the half 
dozen revivals operated profitably 
at the Columbus Circle, N. Y., thea- 
tre known under various names, 
latest being the International. 
Final venture there was “Alice in 
Wonderland” but ART had a minor 

(Continued on page 60) 


No London ‘Streetcar’ 
Until the Spring of *49; 
Vivien Leigh May Star 


Proposed London production of 
“Streetcar Named Desire” prob- 
ably will not be done until some- 
time next spring. Producer Irene 
Selznick revealed that prior to sail- 
ing Saturday (8) for Britain aboard 
the Queen Mary. British version, 
she said, will likely be done in 
association with the London firm 
of H. M. Tennent & Hugh Beau- 
mont, with whom she has already 
discussed the matter. 

Mrs. Selznick was careful to 
point out however, that a deal with 
Tennent & Beaumont is not set, 
and she will continue negotiations 
upon her arrival in London. Trip’ 
is the producer’s first journey to 
England in 12 years. She said she 
hopes to secure Vivien Leigh as 
the femme star, but doubted she 
would see her, as the actress is 
now in Australia. 

Besides looking over the London 
legit scene, Mrs. Selznick will also 
visit Paris and Rome. In the lat- 
ter city “Streetcar’s” author, Ten- 
nessee Williams, is writing a new. 
play. Producer said she probably 
would see him there and while 
she would be “very eager” to see 
his next effort, it would be prema- 
ture to discuss it now. Mrs. Selz- 
nick is due back June 17 in New 
York aboard the Queen Mary. 


ALEXANDER REPLACING 
DOUGLAS IN ‘YESTERDAY’ 


John Alexander, who has been in 
films since scoring in the original 
“Arsenic and Old Lace,” has been 
engaged as the male lead for “Born 
Yesterday” (Lyceum, N. Y.), replac- 
ing Paul Douglas at the end of the 
month. Douglas is leaving to ful- 
fill a pic contract; “Yesterday” was 
his first stage part. Douglas had 
for years been a radio announcer. 

Judy Holliday, who plays the 
femme lead in “Yesterday,” intends 
remaining with the show but will 
take a month’s vacation. Max Gor- 
don, who produced the hit, has in- 
vited Lucille Ball to accept the re- 
placement assignment. 








| 








Dupree for ‘Venus’ 


Hollywood, May 11.. 
St. Louis Opera Co. signed Ro- 
‘land Dupree for one of the leads 
‘in its outdoor presentation of 
,“Venus in Silk.” 
Dupree leaves for St. Louis for 
rehearsals starting June 1. 
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Record 


Indications so far are that there 
will be a record number of straw- 
hat theatres in operation this sum- 
mer. They will, as usual, include 
everything from the established 


and financially-firm spots like the 
Country playhouse, Westport, | 
Conn., and the Muny Opera.in For- 
est Park, St. Leuis, to an assort- 
ment of just-vaeated cowbarns and | 
flimsy corncribs. 

Nearly all the best-known straw- | 
hats now operate under Actors | 
Equity Assn. rules and are fran- 
chised. (usually under bond), but} 
many smaller ones do not. Some of | 
the latter are professional outfits | 
paying under Equity scale, while | 
others are pro only by courtesy: 

As of last week 54 summer the- 
atres had registered with Equity, 
which was somewhat higher than 
the registration at the correspond- 
ing time last season. Following are 
the spots so far definitely set to re- 
open this summer, including both 
Equity ang non. They are listed | 
accerding to location, with the 
name of the theatre and producer | 
included. If no other address is 
given, the produeer may be ad- 
dressed at the theatre. Equity- | 
franchised spots are indicated by | 
the letter (E.). 








CALIFORNIA 
Santa Barbara; Lobero theatre; 
Walter Rathbun. (E.) 
COLORADO 
Denver: Denver and Colorado 
Springs theatre; George Meister. 
(E.) 
Denver: Elitch’s Gardens; Ar- 


nold B. Gurtler, 4620 W. 38th st., 
Denver. (E.) 
CONNECTICUT 

Guilford; Chapel Playhouse; | 
Lewis Harmon, 547 Riverside drive, | 
N. Y. (E.) 

Ivoryton; Ivoryton Playhouse; 
Milton Stiefel, 63 W. 44th st., N.Y. | 
(E.) 

Litchfield; Litchfield Summer | 
Theatre; Laurence Slade, Leonard | 
Altobell, 1775 Broadway, N. Y. ‘E.) | 

New Milford; Theatre - in - the - | 
Dale; Louis Townsend, One Fifth 
Avenue hotel, N. Y. (£.) 

Westport; Country Playhouse; 
Lawrence Langner, 23 W. 53d st., 
and John C. Wilson, 10 Rockefeller 
plaza, N. Y. (E.) 

DELAWARE 

Rehoboth Beach; Henlopen Play- 
ers; Earl J. MacHardy, 21 Park 
ave., Rehoboth. (E.) 


ILLINOIS 
Highland Park; Park Playhouse; 
H. M. Rogers. (E.) 
; Shady Lane Players; 
Frank Bryan. (E.) 
INDIANA 
Michiana Shores; Barnum Sum- 
mer Theatre; Norman M. Barnum, 
633 Fine Arts. bldg., Chicago. 
{Non-E.) 


KENTUCKY 
Louisville; Louisville Park oper- 
—_ — nis DuFor, Lambs Club, 
. Y. (BE) 





Strawhats This Summer; 
‘4 Register With Equity Already 


John Parker 


ers; Mrs. Edith Bond Stearns, Louis 


with, 3 Weehawken ave., N. Y. (E.) 


house; William Miles, 149 E. 40th 
st.. N. Y. (ED) 

Wellesley; Wellesley Summer 
Theatre; Eldon Winkler. (E.) 

Westboro; Red Barn Theatre; 
Robert T. Daggett, 161 E. 48th st., 
N. Y. (E.) 

Wercester; Worcester Playhouse; 
Guy Palmerton (also Fitchburg, | 
Mass.), Wellington hotel, N. Y. (E.)! 


MICHIGAN 
Detroit; Shubert-Lafayette; Rob- 
ert Fryer. (E.) 
MISSOURI 
St. Louis; Municipal Opera; John 
Kennedy, 11 E. 44th st.. N. Y. (E.) 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Keene: Keene Summer Theatre; 
Samuels, Box 1163, 
Laneaster, Pa. (E.) 
Peterboreugh; Peterborough Play- 


Fiseher, 117 W. 58th st., N. Y. (E.) 

Whitefield; Chase Barn Play- 
house; Mrs. Lucy Chase Sparks; 
Chase Farm Colony, Whitefield. 


(E.) 
NEW JERSEY 
Atlantic City; Chelsea Theatre; 
T. C. Upham (also Cape May and 
Ocean City, N. J.). (EL) 
Cape May; Cape Theatre; T. C. 





Upham (see Atiantic City and 
Ocean City, N. J.). (E.) 
Clinton; Music Hall Theatre; 


Eddie Rich, 959 S. Broad st., Tren- 
ton. (E.) 
Jutland; Hunterdon Hills Play- 
house; Helen Thompson, Margaret | 

Barker, 545 Fifth av., N. Y. (E.) 
Lake Hopatcong; Lakeside Sum- 


Int'l Theatre Institute 
To Be Set Up in Prague 


International Theatre Institute 
will be formed during a meeting 
in Prague to be held late in June, 
idea having germinated with the 
United Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organizations. 
UNESCO has had several sessions, 
most recent having been in Mexico 
City last winter, but the blueprint 
for the Institute was agreed to last 
summer in Paris, when representa- 
tives from many nations first con- 
vened. 

Clarence Derwent, president of 
Equity, will be the American dele- 
gate, as he was last summer. It's 
possible that he will go abroad 
under auspices of the State Dept. 
which is interested in having 
American participation in the In- 
stitute’s formation, because of its 
United Nations background. Der- 
went, whose annual awards to ac- 


tors were announced over the week- 


end in New York and London, re- 
ceived two personal citations re- 
cently from organizations outside 
of show business. 


Selznick Skeds 
9 for Strawhat 


La Jolla, Cal., May 11. 
Actors’ Company, composed of 





Selznick personnel, will open its 
second strawhat season here June 
129 with a ae of nine plays 
to be stag 


over a period of nine 


mer Theatre; Richard Stevers, weeks 
Dean Goodman, 208 E. 5ist st.,| ; 
N. Y. (E.) 


Millburn; Papermill 
Frank Carrington. (E.) 

Ocean City; Beach Theatre; T. 
C. Upham (see Atlantic City and 
Cape May, N. J.). (E.) 

Princeton; McCarter Theatre; 
Harold J. Kennedy, Herbert Ken- 


Playhouse; 


Trenton; Contemporary Theatre; 
Robert L. Fierman, Edgar Levy, 
Jack Barry. (E.) 

NEW YORK 

Cragsmeor; Cragsmoor Theatre; 
Parker Mills. (E.) 

Derby; Lake Shore Playhouse; 
Lewis Fisher, 520 M. & T. Bldg., 
Buffalo. (Non-E.) 

Middletown; Stratton Theatre; 
Samuel Zerimsky, William Har- 
mon, Joseph H. King, 150 W. 21st 
st., N. Y. (E.) 

Mt. Kisco; Westchester Play- 
house; Barton H. Emmet, Beekman 
Towers hotel, N. Y. (E.) 

Saratoga Springs; Spa Theatre; 
John Huntington, 433 W. 2ist st., 
N. Y. (E.) 

Skaneateles; Skaneateles Sum- 
mer Theatre; Walter and Virginia 
F. Davis, 332 E. 53d st., N. Y. (E.) 

Smithtown Branch, L. L; Old 
Town Theatre; Robert O’Byrne, 
Webster hotel, N. Y. (E.) 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Manteo; Waterside Theatre; Ro- 
anoke Island Historical Assn., 
Manteo. (E.) 

Tuxedo; Lake Summit Play- 
house; Robroy Farquhar, Box 21, 








MAINE 
Bar Harbor; Bar Harbor Play- 
house; Theodore Leavitt, 16 Gram- 
ercy Park, N. Y. (E.) 
K ; Kennebunkport 
Playhouse; Robert C. Currier. (E.) 
t; Ogunquit Playhouse; 
Mrs. Maude Hartwig, 78 Dart- 
mouth st., Forest Hills, N. Y. (F.) 
Peak’s Island; Greenwood Gar- 
den Playhouse; Robert Paine, 305 
W. 97th st., N. Y. (E.) - 
Surry; Surry Playhouse; Charles 
O. Carey, 64 W. 56th st.. N. Y. (E.) 
Skowhegan; Lakewood Theatre; 
jan Burke, Dauphin hotel, 


MARYLAND | 
Brooklandville; Hilltop Theatre, 
Don Swann, Jr., 907 St. Paul st.. 
Baltimore. (E.) 

Olmey; Olney theatre; Richard 
Skinner, Royaiton hotel, N. Y. (E.) 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Besten; Boston Summer Theatre, 
Mutual Hall; Lee Falk, 235 E. 45th 
st., N. Y. (E.) 

Cambridge; Brattle Hall Summer 
Theatre; Robert Fletcher. (E.) 

Chatham; Monomoy Theatre; 
Mary B. Winslow. (£.) 

Dennis; Cape Playhouse; Rich- 
ry Aldrich, 1430 Broadway, N. Y. 

Fairhaven; Fairhaven Summer 
Theatre; Anthony Farrar. (E.) 

Falmeuth; Tanglewood Theatre; 


Arthur J. Beckhard (also Oak 
ee Mass.), Mansfield hotel, 
_N. Y. (EL) 


Fitchburg; Lake Whalom Piay- 
house; Guy Palmerton (also Wor- 
cester, Mass.), Wellington hotel. 
N. Y. (E.) 

Helyeke; Mountain Park Casino 
Theatre; Jean Guild, 176 Lincoln 
st., Holyoke. (E.) 

Oak Bluffs; Martha’s Vineyard 
Playhouse; Arthur J. Beckhard 
(also Falmouth, Mass.), Mansfie\d 
hotel, N. Y. (E.) , 

Stockbridge; Berkshire Play- 


| St. Davids, Pa. (E.) 
| OHIO 
| Columbus; Hartman Theatre; 
| William G. Johnson, Beverly Kel- 
ley. (E.) 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allentown; Hayloft Summer 
| Theatre; Don M. Dickinson, 263 
| West End av., N. Y. (E.) 

Mawr; College Summer 
Theatre; Bryn Mawr college drama 
department. (Non-E.) 

Jennerstown; Mountain 
house; Louise Maust. (E.) 

Moylan; Hedgerow Theatre, Rose 
VaHey; Jasper Deeter. (Non-E.) 

Mt. Gretna; Gretna Playhouse; 
Charles Coghlan, 230 W. 11th st.., 
N. Y.. (E.) 

New Hope; Bucks County Play- 
house; Theron Bamberger, 1430 
Broadway, N. Y. (E.) 

Nuangola; Grove Theatre; Royal 
Stout. (E.) 

RHODE ISLAND 

Matunuck; Theatre-by-the-Sea; 
Edward Gould, 9110 Avenue A, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. (E.) 

Newport; Casino Theatre: Sara 
Stamm, 1674 Broadway, N. Y. (£.) 

Tiverton; The New Yorkers, 
Whitridge hall; Alan Lee, 336 E. 
56th st., N. Y. (Non-E.) 

TENNESSEE 

Memphis; Memphis musical 
stock: Victor Morley, 130 W. 44th 
ta H. 2.24B 

TEXAS 

Dalias; Starlight Operetta, Fair 

Park Casino; Charles R. Meeker, 


Jr. (E.) 
VERMONT 
Brattleboro; Brattleboro Play- 
house; Harry L. Young, Albany 
Stock Co., Lodge st., Albany. (E.) 
VIRGINIA 
Abingdon; Barter Theatre; Rob- 
ert Porterfield. (E.) 
WISCONSIN 
conomowoc; Port Players; Wen- 


Play- 





| Ocono > 
dell Whitten. (£) 


Troupe includes Gregory Peck, 


Mel Ferrer, Joseph Cotten, Jenni- 
| fer Jones and Dorothy McGuire. 





Berlin Scholarship By 
R&H Highlights Week 
In Kudosing of Writer 


Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d Have founded an 
Irving Berlin scholarship in mu- 
sical composition at the Juilliard 
School of Music, N. Y., to be 


ate annually. The 
be for at least four years, the first 


fall. Announcement was made 
Tuesday (11) jointly by Juilliard 
and R & H, the date being Ber- 
lin’s 60th birthday and his 40th 
anniversary as a songwriter. 


R & H said they could think 
of ho better way to honor Berlin 
by expressing “our high profes- 
sional regard and our great pro- 
fessional friendship.” More than 
two years ago R & H were about 
to produce “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
book of which was written by Her- 
bert and Dorothy Fields. Jerome 
Kern was committed to compose 
the score but when he died sud- 
denly Berlin did the job, regarded 
as something of a miracle, as he 
was under time pressure. 


“Annie” is still on Broadway and 


the Imperial this weekend (16). 
Musical is cleaning up on the road 
and same goes for “Annie” com- 
panies in London and Australia. 


In the N. Y. Times Sunday (9) 


-|Magazine there was an illustrated 


story by S. J. Woolf with the head- 
ing “The Berlin Album: 60 Years, 
800 Songs,” subtitle being “Amer- 
ica’s ‘words and music’ man has 
built a phenomenal career—and 
he’s still busy at it.” Berlin was 
pictured in the uniform he wore 
in “This Is the Army,” outstand- 
ing World War II service show. 
He said he couldn’t pick his fav- 
orite composition but listed seven. 
The title pages of son ic- 
tured: “Alexander's Gentine Band” 
(1911), “A Pretty Girl Is Like a 
Melody” (“Ziegfeld Follies,” 1919), 
“Say It With Music” (“Music Box 
Revue,” 1921), “Always” (1925), 
“Easter Parade” (“As Thousands 
Cheer,” 1933), “God Bless Amer- 
ica” (1939), 
(“Holiday Inn,” film, 1942). 
numbers are Merely highlights. 
He is still writing songs for Holly- 
wood and Broadway and a revue 
by him is tentatively slated for 
next season at the Music Box. 





BARTHOLOMEW TO PRODUCE 
Albany, May 11. 
Freddie Bartholomew, Inc., has 
been chartered as a producer, with 
offices in New York City. 


screen star, has been playing in 











legits recently, mostly in strawhats. 


granted a N. Y. high school gradu- 
course will 


scholarship to be awarded in the 


will complete its second year at. 


“White Christmas” | 


Bartholomew, onetime juvenile 


Olney, Md., May 11. 

Olney theatre, under new 
auspices of Richard Skinner, Redge 
Allen and Evelyn Freyman, has set 
its four plays for the summer sea- 
son. Opener, Helen Hayes 
“Alice-Sit-By-the-Fire,” on May 28. 
will be followed by Mady Chris- 
tians in “Papa Is All,” June 8; 
Haila Stoddard and Ralph Clanton, 
in “Amphitryon 38,” June 15, and 
Lillian Gish in “The Marquise,” 
June 22. Other bookings haven't 
been set yet for the 15-week sea- 
son. 





Peggy Murrey is set as stage 


| manager. Additions to permanent 
company are Mary MacArthur 
(Miss Hayes’ daughter), Donald 
Murphy and Philippa Bevans. 





Pratt Premiere At Spa 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., May 11. 
John Huntington’s Spa Players, in 

their second season at the Spa 
Playhouse on the state reservation, 
will present the premiere of Theo- 
dore Pratt’s novel, “Miss. Dilly Says 
No” this summer. Pratt drama- 
tized the book with the collabora- 
tion of William Hendrek, Play- 
house director. 

Latter will stage it here, with 
an early fall production on Broad- 
way being planned. Several years 
ago nine Broadway producers were 
interested in buying the dramatié 
rights to “Dilly,” but Pratt re- 
fused to sell them because a suita- 
ble playwright was not available. 
Last season the Playhouse had a 
tryout of a comedy starring Faye 
Emerson. 





- Atterbury Drops Tamarack 
Albany, May 11. 

Malcolm Atterbury, who in re- 
cent seasons has operated the Tam- 
arack Playhouse, at Lake Pleasant. 
in the Adirondacks, will appear 
with the Brattleboro (Vt.) Players 
this summer with his wife, Ellen 
Hardies. That was revealed here 
Saturday (8) by Harry L. Young, 
managing director at Brattleboro, 
with whom the Atterburys are as- 
sociated in the operation of the 
Albany Playhouse Co., local stock 
troupe. Atterbury will, either lease 
Tamarack for the summer or kee 
it shuttered, Young said. ‘ 

In addition to Young and the 
Atterburys, the company at Brat- 
tleboro will include Nancy Cush- 
man, Bert Whitley, Anna Minot and 
Pitt Herbert, stage manager, Sea- 
son opens there July 12. 








Boettcher-Burleigh Tieup 
Pittsburgh, May 11. 

Henry Boettcher, head of drama 
department at Carnegie Tech, will 
be associated with Fred Burleigh 
in operation of South Shore Play- 
ers, Cohasset, Mass., this summer. 
Mrs. Alexander Dean, widow of 
founder of strawhat group and 
presently assistant to the chairman 
of the Yale University Theatre, and 
Richard Hoover, general manager 
of the Playhouse here, where Bur- 
leigh is the director, are withdraw- 
ing from the venture because of 
mee pressure of their year-round 


posts. 

First all-Equity strawhat Pitts- 
burgh’s ever had, the White Bar 
theatre, lecated next to the Co- 
lonial Manor hotel about 25 min- 
utes by auto from heart of Golden 
| Triangle, will launch a 10-week 
| season on Jan. 19. Playhouse, re- 
converted from an old barn, will 
seat around 600 and has for its pro- 
ducers Clay Flagg and Carl Low, 
latter presently on tour with Joe 
E. Brown in “Harvey.” 
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Dean Murphy Eyes Strawhats 
Minneapolis, May 11. 

Dean Murphy, currently playing 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace, 
will take his first whirl at eastern 
strawhatters this summer. He’d 
like to team with Nancy Walker 
if she’s able to pry herself loose 
from the Broadway musical “Look, 
woe Dancin’.” 
| imic never has done any legit- 
| imate theatre straight pe but 
/has appeared in pictures as well 
as vaude and niteries. 








| Carol Bruce in “Bloomer,” Dallas 
Dallas, May 11. 
Carol Bruce will do the Celeste 
| Holm role in the Dallas production 
\of “Bloomer Girl’ opening July 
26 at the State Fair Casino. Joan 
McCracken has already been an- 
nounced for the role she created 
a the original Broadway produc- 
n. 
: Arthur Treacher will also guest 
in “Anything Goes” and Rosalie”. 


2 Summer Spets in Il. 
Chicago, May 11. 
Shady Lane Players, Marengo. 
IlL, Equity troupe, will resume 
,Summer stock June 15 under the 











Olney Hayloft Lines Up Ist Four; 
Pratt's Dilly to Have Preem at Spa 


strawhat in 

erated by H. M. Rogers, 

plied for Equity approval. 
Non-Equity houses scheduled to 

reopen ag reer ore the 

ana Shores Players, Michiga 

Ind., and the Geneva ee 

Lake Geneva, Wis. : 





‘Shout. Freedom’ at Charlotte 
Raleigh, May 1}. 
“Shout Freedom,” historical 
drama, opens May 20 in Charlotte 
National ticket sale opened this 
week. 





Ceast Strawhat te Debut Play 
Los Angeles, May 1}. 

Michael North will play the male 
lead in “Lonsdale Holiday,” a new 
legiter by John Meredyth Lucas, to 
be staged by Gryphon Play 
Laguna Beach strawhatters, ip 
July. 

Marilyn Maxwell is mulling an 
offer to play the femme lead. Play 
= with murder in a beach 

ouse. 


Derwent Prizes Surprise 
By Goms ‘Off-Broadway’: 
Two Award Sets in London 


Cash awards for the season's 
best performances by actresses 
and actors in supporting parts 
were announced late last week in 
New York and London, from funds 
granted to Equity and _ British 
Equity for that purpose by Clar- 
ence Derwent, head of the Ameri- 
can legit actors’ association. For 
the first time appearances in plays 
put on by Experimental Theatre 
were considered by the awards 
committee and both winners came 
from two ET shows. 

Catherine Ayers, who appeared 
in “A Long Way From Home,” all- 
Negro cast adaptation of Gorki's 
“The Lower Depths,” and Lou Gil- 
bert, who was in “Hope Is a Thing 
with Feathers,” were selected, each 
to get $500 at Equity’s annual 
meeting May 28. Both ET engage- 
ments were for one week at the 
Elliott, N. Y. and as players in ET 
shows get little compensation, the 
awards, although surprising, met 
with general*commendation. How- 
ever, “Hope” is one of three short 
plays which opened last night (11) 
at the Playhouse, N. Y., bill in- 
cluding “Home of the Buffalo,” ia 
which Eddie Dowling and his wife 
Ray Dooley are co-starred, latter 
emerging from a 14-year retire- 
ment. Betty Linley of “The 
Heiress” (Bilimore) and Philip 
Tonge of the recently closed re- 
vival of “Tonight at 8:30” were the 
runnersup. 








Terry-Derwent Prizes 
London, May 11. 


Clarence Derwent awards, com- 
parative to those given by him 
for Broadway appearances, were 
announced by British Equity last 
Saturday (9),,the winners being 
Jessice Spencer, who is in “Royal 
Circle,” which opened at Wynd- 
hams April 27, and Colin Gordon, 
who’s in “The Happiest Days of 
Your Life,” completing its second 
month at the Apollo. VARIETYS 
Clem in last week’s issue (5) re- 
ferred to Miss Spencer’s work in 
“Circle” as “gentle and sincere in 
her depiction of leve at first sight 
and disillusion.” 


Second annual Ellen Terry 
awards, referred to as “Oscars, 
for the best actress, actor and play- 
wright of the 1947-48 season were 
announced at the Savoy hotel 
week, presentations being made by 
Sir Louis Stirling, the donor. The 
winners were Peggy Ashcroft 
Robert Morley for their perform- 
ances in “Edward My Son,” which 
is completing a year at the 
(due on Broadway next season), 
while the cited playwright was 
J. B. Priestley, for his “The Linden 
Tree,” soon entering its 1 
month at the Dutchess. Dramatist 
in acknowledgement of the honor 
said that “writing plays is a a 
business.” It’s ironical that “Tree, 
his 24th play, was voted the best 
of the year in London and flep 
badly on Broadway, at the Music 
Box. 

Charles B. Cochran was giveD ® 
special statuette for his 50 years 
of service to the theatre and ac 
cepted the token with modesty but 
the vet showman expressed his @S 
approval of such recognition & 


direction of Frank Bryan. Another copying the Hollywood custom. 
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Conventioneers Boosting Chi B.0.; 
Boat’ 336, Romance 14'56, ‘Cleo 256 


LEGITIMATE 57 





1 . 
Dunham 1146, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, May 11. 
Considering siow start Katharine 
Dunham got away to at the Nixon 
last week, her “Tropical Revue” 
didn’t do too bad, grabbing around 
$11,500 at $2.50 top. That probably 





Chicago, May 11. * 


Advent of two new plays-and the 
fair closing of “My Romance 
tened the b.o. last week. “Shy- 
lock and His Daughter,” Yiddish 
legiter with Maurice Schwartz, got 
excellent advance press and sold 
out at its Sunday opening. “First 
Mrs. Fraser,” which curtsied yes- 
terday (10), had a moderate ad- 
ance. “Antony and Cleopatra” is 
thriving via word of mouth, while 
“J hn Leves Mary” seems set for 
the summer. “Show Boat” is still 
doing okay, drawing major attend- 
ance from conventioneers. : 
“High Button Shoes” steps into 
the Great Northern May 17 and 
m Time” makes its annual 
visit starting May 24 at the Black- 
stone. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“antony and Cleopatra,” Black- 
stone (2nd wk) (1,358; $5). Got in 
the swing with fine $25,000 plus. 
“First Mrs. Fraser,” Selwyn 
(1,000; $4.33). Opened yesterday 
(19) with moderate advance. sa 
- ; Mary,” Harris (13t 
pot 000: ty Consistently 


wk) (1,000; $3.71). 
fine; $19,000. 

“My ,”’ Great Northern 
(rd wk) (1,500; $4.33). Closing 
week brought in some trade; fair 
$14,500. 


“Show Beat,” Shubert (10th wk) 
(2.100; $4.94). Still drawing well 
with $33,000 for this week. 

Shylock and His Daughter,” 
giaachekoer (1,246; $3.71). Caught 
house opening night (9) and 

ooks like strong first week. 


Met Sock 3686 
In Les Angeles 


Los Angeles, May 11. 


Plans to bring the Metropolitan 
Opera Assn. back next season 
were formulated here after ac- 
countants reported that the Met’s 
14 performance stand had reaped 
a net profit of $30,789.30, with 
grozs hitting $368,390.78 at the 
6,600-seat Shrine Auditorium. Pro- 
fit was split between Met and 
Greater Los.Angeles Plans, Inc., 
which brought the troupe here. 
ion for the engagement was $276,- 





Heaviest grosser was “Carmen,” 
season opener, which racked up 

943. Lowest take was $78,098.- 

with “The Masked Ball.” Aver- 
age attendance was 5,800. 


Other grosses for the stand 
were, “Aida,” $29,401; “La Travi- 
ata,” $29,455; “Magic Flute,” $29,- 
269; “Cavalleria Rusticana”-"Pag- 
liacci,” $29,162; “La Boheme,” 
“Manon,” 028,831; “Ii 
Trovatore,” $26,754; “Die Wal- 
kure,” $25,598; “Rosenkavalier,” 
$24,879; “Tristan and Isolde,” $23,- 
510; “Peter Grimes,” $21,365; and 
Madame Butterfly,” $18,568. 





$98,00 In 4 In Mpls. 
Minneapolis, May 11. 


At $7.50 top in 5,000-seat Univ. 
of Minnesota Auditorium, Metro- 
politan Opera Assn. for its third 
amnual engagement here drew 
complete capacity for three nights 
and a matinee. Huge gross of $98.- 
800 was on par with those of 


Seasons, representing 
capacity. It was above $70,- 
OF guaventen, $28 800 $7 

Engagements here have always 
shown al profit which is 
turned over to Minneapolis Sym- 
spirited pvc fund. nity 

Suarantors have never 
to dig down in -their jeans. 


Colleges Cram Met 
Tis Indianapolis, May 11. 
Metropolitan Opera Assn. 
Played three performances at state 
universities this week, drawing 
yapacity or near for each. Indiana 
rhe 3, t auditorium at 
f SComington was complete sellout 
Th Don Giovanni,” with Pinza, 
«lesday (4). About 3,200 attended 

Osenkavalier” there Monday 

), with Rise Stevens featured. 

Op was $7.20. 

Dorothy Kirsten and Jan Peerce 
Were leads in “Traviata,” sung to 
: 000 in Purdue’s Hall of Music 
at Lafayette Wednesday (5). Five 

Ousand students were admitted 
— $1 a head, plus tax, faculty 
: embers for $2, auditorium man- 
inh taking profits from 
ea ter entertainments there this 
Pords up differences. 

bliee performance was closed to 





Pu 





i 


enabled both attraction and house 
to salt away a small profit. By 
weck’s end show had built almost 


LUNTS 356 IN FRISCO; to capacity on word of mouth and 
‘OKLA $17,000 IN 5\° tag has return en- The trend was downward on 


San Francisco, May 11. |8@8ement of “Anna Lucasta,” which | Broadway and grosses of longrun 


: ; | Shows dipped further. Where there 
“Oklahoma!” wound up its eighth | played 7 ane hs J gS sell | was betterment, it was counted in 
and final week at the Curran (1,776; | 500, and gets imsiow boy MON-'s few hundred dollars. Occupancy 


$4.20), Wednesday (5) with a still jday (17) under subscription au-/in midtown hotels is considerably 
strong $17,000 for five perform- | *PiC¢s “— what will probably be | under normal. 
ances. Full eight weeks showed a ‘he legit finale. “Inside U. S. 


oh er es have spent most | pected and is Broadway's new top 











; ‘ grosser getting over $47,000 and 
of — —— “O - “ ow |\“The Play’s The Thing” had a! 
|Mine” three week run off the Hs sromising first week. Sharp differ- 
boards due to Alfred Lunt's siege | 3 9 —_ ae age eno 


ence of opinion attended the debut 
of “Hold It” and virtually the same 
applied to a revival of “Sally.” 
|“The Alchemist” revival drew what 


with Virus X (they were out for 


five days and seven performances) | € 9 
stayed over for a fourth week and | OW 
turned in a tremendous $35,000 at ? >] ishould be boxoffice notices for its 


the Geary (1,550; $4.20). | repertory showing. “The Dybbuk,” 


“Harvey,” with Joe E. Brown,’ ¢ 9 . ‘first Palestine rep show, did very 
opened Monday (10) at the Geary | Stude 181 ¢ Phill well for a foreign language show. 
(1,550; $3.60) with virtually identi- 9 “Medea” ends a goodly run this 


cal cast that played here in 1946. Saturday (15) “Cup of Trembling” 
The Civie Light — mane = Philadelphia, May 11. was expected to fold but continues. 
p= to = Pinay Rae Borer ss aie Themen With the end of Philly’s legit Estimates ‘for Last Week 
a 716: $4.20) Monday (10) with | S©@S0n apparently just around the) Keys: C (Comedy), D 
as 16; Foster. Wilbur Evans and | CO™E«r. last week saw the city’s | CD (Comedy-Drama), R 
—— ay Everett Horton four regular houses all occupied! M (Musical), O (Operetta). 
Edward Evere fee ; |again for only the second time | “Allegro,” Majestic (30th wk) 
Since the first of March. Biz was' aa. wei Yt : 


(Revue), 





Pe ver : : (M-1,695; $6). Using extra space 
‘ ? ‘ ’ |on the fairish side with no loud! .4. *;.’. bolste inee at- 
ANNIE 526, ICE 1046, | cheers heard but few ads aimed to ister matin at 


squawks tendance; business however still 
making operating profit; $32,000 
estimated. 


either. 
The old perennial, “The Student | 
Prince,” playing its 14th local en-| 


‘HARVEY’ $21,000, IN L.A. 


A.” did the ex-; 


(Drama), | 


Los Angeles, May 11. 
‘Los Angeles Civic Light Opera 


Co. kicked off its 11th season last | 


gagement, led the vam despite the | 


|fact that it was bucking two at- 
tractions new here and highly her- 


“Ange! in the Wings,’ Coronet 
| (22d wk) (R-998; $4.80). Eased off 
to approximately $19,000 which is 








week, bringing in Mary Martin in sided The new musical, “Sleepy | still very good for intimate revue. 
“Annie Get Your Gun” as_ the/ Hollow,” bowed in at the Shubert} “Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
opener, and first week take indi- on Tuesday (4th) heralded by lau- ((104th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). 
cates a record season in prospect.| datory reports from New Haven. | Reaches the two-year mark at end 
Frame’s figure was $52,000, held| The crix, however, were not too! of the week and is still making 
down somewhat by season subscrip-| kind. In face of tepid notices, man-| money; last week $35,000 esti- 
tions. Fourth and final week of the! agement decided against holding | mated. 
run, however, will be single sales|the showing here beyond two-week | “Bern Yesterday,” Lyceum 
exclusively and Civic expects a period originally announced, and it (118th wk) (C-993; $4.80). Picked 
new house record. : | goes from here to Boston for a final | up a bit and was quoted close to 
“Harvey” finaled at the Biltmore | fortnight’s tuneup. ; $15,000 which is good enough 
Saturday on a strong note, three “The Winslow Boy,” opening figure for exceptional longrun 
frames totaling $57,000, very “wee | Monday a at a See ae | comedy. 
ant considering competition and universal raves, perhaps second ate a 9” ys Ac) 
fact it’s. repeating. “Oklahoma,” | only to those accorded “Streetcar” | OListe 2458) Ie coca we 
which rekindled house last night | and “Mister Roberts.” Biz has re-| the mal dau - san tak 
for six weeks, also is a repeater but) acted accordingly and _ English | week’s takings figured around 
even so, advance sale at curtain | drama will probably be a total sell- $29 000: profitable at that figure 
time was around the $100,00 mark. | out after tonight.  eemaceana 
Nothing else coming in this frame. Estimates for Last Week To . = 
Estimates fer Last Week | “Sleepy Hollew,” Shubert (ist| “Command Decision,” Fulton 
“Ali My Sens,” Las Palmas (7th| wk) (1,877; $3.90). Opened two, (3lst wk) (D-968; $4.80). Stood up 











Chieago, May 11. 

Maurice Schwartz, here current- 
ly in Yiddish-language “Shylock 
and His Daughter,” will, after 
cross-country and South American 
tour, sail for France, where he 
will direct tragedy in French ver- 
sion. Louis Jouvet would play 
Schwartz’ Shylock role. 


Jane Cowl 136, D.C. 


Washington, May. .11. : 
Jane Cowl in “First Mrs. Fraser’ 
did a surprising $13,000 at $3.60 




















: i _| weeks’ stay Tuesday and received | better than most others and with 

ta ag bos Lewin ery |mostly disa pointing notices al-| the count around $16,000 another 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Phithar-| though a strong minority report | profitable week registered. 

monic Aud (ist wk) (2,670; $4.80).| was filed. Got tepid $12,000 in| “finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 

Rave reviews greeted L. A. Civic’s | seven performances and moves to} (69th wk) (M-1,319; $6.). Another 

kickoff show and first frame wound | Boston next week for another fort-| ;yn musical that eased off further 

vith a smash $52,000 'night’s tuning up. House has noth-| and the estimated count was 
“Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan | ing mentioned to follow. — around $28,000, profitable. 

(307th wh), (1,142; $2.40). $16,000. | ast wkd Oyen $448) Old davon. » Fer Love or Money.” Miller 
7 yey,” Biltmore (3 wk) |. — oa (27th w -940; $420). Slig 
(1 636. $3.60). Finaled on aj ite got a Son a i = oo betterment claimed for this com- 
stronger note with $21,000 for| With this low scale.’ It is an ior |edy at $11,500; ticket sale into late 
swell $57,000 total. three weeks with nothing June. Diana Herbert due to replace 

“Jee Capades of 1948,” Pan ae ” Locust (6th wk) (1.580; | June Lockhart at May’s end. 
Pacific Aud (3rd wk) (6,036; $3.60). $3.90) Going along on even keel “Harvey,” 48th St. (185th wk) 
Second full frame slumped slightly with almost $14,000 last week. Ends | (C-902; $4.20). Business about the 
but still great $103,756. ‘seven weeks’ stay this Saturday | same, gross approximating $10,000; 

“The Stone Jungle,” Coronet with “Anna Lueasta” in Monday|as yet no replacement for Jack 
(2d wk) (255; $2.40). First full | 0. fortnight’s return. Buchanan, now in third week as 
frame, slow $2,500. “The Winslow Boy,” Walnut (1st | lead. 

wk) (1,340; $3.90). English drama; “High Button Shoes,” Shubert 
§ h rtz t Di t ‘in on ATS subscription as sixth | (31st wk) (M-1,387; $6). One of the 
cnwa 0 virec |and final offering, got rave notices exceptions, attendance being of 
i a k’ all around and biz has picked up| standee proportions and count con- 
Jouvet A] Shyloc | steadily from start when subscrip- | tinues close to $38,000. 
| tion was a vital need. Almost $17.-| «ggoig 1t,” National (ist wk) (M- 
500 and will beat that figure this ; 164: $6). Got a few favorable 
week. Next Monday, “There Goes | notices but mostly distinctly ad- 
the Bride.” for two weeks and after verse Figured around $12,500 in 
that house has no booking. first six times, including high- 
ri priced premiere. 

‘Fan’ 8G in 2 Salt Lake; sees Ste aie. Pieyiiones 
’ . (865; y e 
Yurka’s ‘Sons 3G in 3 (50>), “Hope gap fen 
Salt Lake City, May 11. mental Theatre and two other 
“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” star-| Richard Harrity playlets; opened 

ring Cornelia Otis Skinner, had a Tuesday (11). 
solid session at the b.o. for its | “Inside U. S. A.,” Century (1st 
two performances at the Capitol! ,,) (R-1670; $6). Six parties at 
Theatre last Friday (7). Gross was £43) price during first full week; 
a juicy $8,000. : he | 2¢W musical click topped $47,000. 
top, in its week's stint at the Na-|_ “All My Sons, nag camp ©; “Jey to the World,” Plymouth 
tional. Show had sad fadeout in| Yurka. in a University Theatre pro-) (sth wk) «CD-1,063; $4.80). Stated 
Pittsburgh the week before. duction, ran into too an = apt to be making operating profit and 
“There Goes the Bride,” George = eer pA ye Bh wel nn | slated into summer; improved to 
i . , starring Ilka} “Fan , , 000. 
ae ae eed hide opened|and came through with ager “Look Ma, I'm Dancin’,” Adelphi 
last night for a single week. Frank | $3,000, doing one-third capacity at (14th wk) (M-1,434; $4.80). Nancy 
Fay in “Harvey” follows May 17. | $2.40 top. for three performance® | Walker out last week, sister Betty 
- | aoe = Next ig wig Ee ee ne | Lou Barto subbing; show te one os 
’ uction wi “Arms » musical favorites but has ease 

‘BLOSSOM’ 12G IN 5, M’kee Man.” with Frances Reid and Phil- | to $28,000. 

Milwaukee, May 11. | lip Bourneuf. “Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 

On its 20th visit to the Davidson hurst (17th wk) (R-1,160; $6). New 
theatre, the ever-reliable “Blossom ‘Fan’ 1242G in 4, Denver musicals may affect excellent pace 
Time,” with Everett Marshall, did Denver, May 11. | of revue but it has been selling 
a cool capacity in the five perform-| Cornelia Otis Skinner, in “Lady | oyt so far; well over $35,500. 
ances of its four-day stay here. Windemere’s Fan,” did a big $12.-| “fe and Molly,” Belasco (11th 

Take was $12,000 in the 1,600-|599 for four shows (three nights! y_%) (C-1,077: $4.80). Business 
seat house. 


and a mat) at the 1,250-seat Broad- | quoted around $10,500 again; will 
way. with a $4.20 top. There was! probably reduce operating cost for 





‘CAROUSEL’ 33G, TORONTO a $9,000 advance on “Private | summer try. 
' Toronto May 11. |Lives,’ with Tallulah Bankhead,| “Mister Roberts,” Alvin (12th 
With standees at every perform-|currently at the Broadway. wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). General 


A. M. Oberfelder is ringing up 
a big advance on Spike Jones. 
“Holiday on Ice” moves into the 
Auditorium for 10 shows starting 


conditions cannot dent the capaci- 
ty-plus pace of laugh-getting war 
play; $34,500. 

“Oklahoma!”, St. James (265th 


ance, “Carousel” did absolute ca- 
pacity business for a terrific gross 
of $33,000 last week. 

Royal Alexandra (1,525) 








was 





scaled at $4.20 top. June 22. 


‘Skid Stays Greased on B way for All 
But Few; U.S.A.’ 476, Sally’ 146 in 4, 
Hold’ 12446 Ist 6, Play's’ 146 


ing this company to Atlantic City 
for the summer; still making a 
little money; $18,000 approximated 
last week. 

“Strange Bedfellows,” Morosco 
| (17th wk) (C-935; $4.80). Like sev- 
| eral others will likely go on sum- 
mer basis by reducing nut and 
| Sharing arrangement; shaded to 
| $11,000. 
| “Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 





| rymore (23d wk) (D-1,064: $4.80). 
| Winner of the Pulitzer and Critics 
| Cirele prize should keep dramatie 
| smash playing to standees through 
| summer and away into next season; 
| $27,500. 

| “The Cup of Trembling,” Music 
| Box (3d wk) (D-977; $4.80). Was 
| slated to close last week but fresh 

; money showed up; partial parties 
| tank week didn’t help much; $10,- 
| “The Heiress,” Biltmore (32d 
wk) 'D-920; $4.20). Proves its class 
by drawing very good money but 
| not capacity; rated around $18,000 
| again. 

| “The Respectful Prostitute” and 
'“The Happy Journey,” Cort ‘8th 

| wk) (C-1,064; $4.20). Doing alright 
_but not drawing capacity; extra 

| space ads for the short plays which 

| operate at moderate cost; $14,000 

| approximated. 


REVIVALS 

Habima, Broadway (list wk) 
(1,900; $4.80). Estimated over $23.- 
000, which meant goodly profit 
for ome week showing of “The 
Dybbuk;” “David’s Crown,” also in 
Hebrew, by troupe from Palestine, 
is current. 

“Man and Superman,” Hudson 
(31st wk) (CD-1,057; $4.80). One of 
the season’s best moneymakers and 
still dong okay business; rated 
around $17,500. 

“Medea,” Royale (D-1,026; $4.80). 
Final and 28th week: business 
better to $17,500 which is quite 
profitable; “The Vigil” next week. 

“Sally,” Beck (1st wk) (M-1,214; 
$5.40). Like “Hold It,” revived 
musical got sharply divided press 





but fairly good business; $14,000 
in first four times. 

“The Alchemist,” City Center 
(Ist wk) (D-2,200; $2.40). Drew 
goodly notices but limited to this 
week; next in repertory will be 
“S. S. Glencairn” and three other 
Eugene O'Neill playlets due next 
midweek. 





“The Play’s the Thing,” Booth 
(2d wk) (CD-712; $4.80). Strong 
lower floor business after favor- 
able reception; gross approached 
$14,000. 

Experimental Theatre 

“Ballet Ballads,” Elliot. Bill: 
“Susanna and the Elders,” “Willie 
the Weeper” and “Eccentricities of 
Davey Crockett;” opened Sunday 
(10) very well received. 


‘Shoes’ $34,000, 
D Oyly $24,600, 


Boston, May 11. 


Three legit shows i. town last 
week did pretty well considering 





terrific competition from the Pops, 


outdoor weather, night ballgames 
and nearby races, but D’Oyly 
Carte Opera Co. is still baffling 
the town by its so-so biz. 


“On Approval” at the Plymouth 
for two weeks is only opener this 
week, as of tonight (11), with 
“Sleepy Hollow” figured for the 
Majestic May 17 and “Burlesque” 
at the Shubert May 24. Circus is 
in for six days as of 11th. 


Estimates fer Last Week 


“Anna Lueasta,” Plymouth (2d 
wk) (1,200; $220). Did about 
$8,000 estimated on second and 
final week, not too bad consider- 
ing pop prices. 


“D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., Shu- 
bert (2d wk) (1,750; $4.20). Some- 
thing went wrong here with biz 
way below expectations. Price is 
figured much too high for one 
thing, with plenty of Gilbert and 
Sullivan companies in recent years 
taking edge off. Estimated $24,000 
on second, with two more to go. 

“High Button Shoes,” Opera 
House (3d wk) (3,000; $4.20). Off 
from last week's peak with esti- 





mated $34,000, very good consider- 


wk) (M-1,505; $4.80). Talk of send-iing the competition. 


ete. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Hold It 


Sammy Lambert production of musical 
comedy in two acts (eight scenes). Fea- 
tures Johnny Downs, ‘‘Red’’ Buttons, Jet 
McDonald,. Ada Lynne, Patricia Wymore, 
Larry Douglas, Kenny Buffett, Pat McVey, 
Paul Reed, John Lane, Douglas Chandler. 
Book, Matt Brooks and Art Arthur; music, 
Gerald Marks; lyrics, Sam Lerner; dances 
and musical numbers staged by Michael 
Kidd; sketches directed by Robert E. Perry; 


there’s not enough room for all en- 
rolled. “Red” Buttons and Kenny 
Buffett play his pals, they having 
lost 3G’s raised to pay for the trail- 
ers. So the book goes on and on, 
and it certainly isn’t an intelligent 
collegiate progression. 


Show's most mixed-up number, a 
“ballet,” all hands in action, is the 





atti , Ed d Gilbert; costumes, Juli : : 
Sze. Opened National, N. Y., May 5, "48; | taking of a motion picture, bits ex- 
$6 top. tending from horse opera to a 
Rodney Trent...sesseeevseeeee Bob Shawley 1 harem. Sub-divisions of the num- 
Sir, Gimpking. Js ccccs. occjRutn Saville! ber are billed: “Continued Next 
- BIMPKING..ccccecsss as eriora | ” “ © cet 
Mrs. Blandish....ccccccccsees Helen Wenzel | Week,” “Operation X” (surgical), 
Mr. Blandish,.......++see000+: Budd Rogers | “Saga of Roaring Gulch,” and ‘“Ar- 
‘‘Sarge”’ Denton se teeeeereres Larry Douglas senic and Old Araby,” which give 
Bobby Manville....-eccceeeees Johnny Downs * A 
7 RRs ae Se Sa Helen Wenzel | an idea of the weird proceedings. 
Jack. 0600 bn@betbebedbess (0ueee Jack W arner | Jet McDonald, Ada Lynne and 
GRUBER. « n.0's 080 466.0540 606 T9608 0560 Bob Evans | P rg 
**Judgme’’ ROgmerS...cescvsace: Kenny Buffett | atricia Wymore are f featured 
Bid... ......eesscesecesesees+s--Sid Lawson | femmes, the latter a singer and 


Jessica Dale.....«. ...det MeDonald } dancer, emerging as a refreshing 


Pamela Scott....... nee »Patric ia Wymore | “ 

Millie Henderson...+-+.+0+. 4.04 Ada Lynne |hewcomer to Broadway. It’s her 
Mudie ois 2: pedi Bae eye Oa Budd Rogs rs| debut after some musical comedy 
MasRIG as os bins + eGo Cease ve dveven Bob Bernard | experienc an ightel ates. 
Mg * Bennett.....cccese Ko % eee | Mins ili ger yaa pono 
Ps os ta onc Cone UObbees Frau bene aul Lyday | | separ . 
George Monopolis........ Douglas Chandier| Took Possession of Me” is with 
A yy TS kat Penny us eet | Buffett. Miss McDonald teams with 
: eiirareretiioe sebeede cates tom Bowman | Downs in “Buck in the Bank,” an- 
Cienviie Miedo, Visiek hots bev ake 0% Pat McVey | other of the score’s better tunes, 
Siro’ Jalen cee eccccoeses ere ee and his dance at that spot is the 

rs: OMOP. wate eeeneereresseeiee pav ’ 

O'Brien... -..-. +. s-s-s see s+:.Scott. Lewis | Show's nimblest solo. Same duo 
Usherettes: Wana Allison, Gloris Benson, | handles “Alway@ You.” They and 


other principals are in the “Hold 
It” number, which cues into Mi- 
chael Kidd’s top ensemble dance 
number, quite collegiate. 

Vocally the men are better than 


the distaff contingent, with Larry 
Douglas scoring in “Down the 


Janet Bethel, Penny Carroll, Kathryne 
Mylroie, Helena Schurgot. 


“Hold It” has distinctly doubtful 
chances despite its animation and 
new faces. While plenty loud, it’s 
certainly not funny enough, though 

: ; Well.” Miss Lynne, the show’s 
it has some fairly good songs and | comedienne, has a couple of in- 


several ensemble dance numbers | nings, both with Buttons, numbers 
that are diverting. Book links up| being “Fundamental Character” 
the campus and Hollywood, but the! and, later, “Friendly Enemies.” 
two haven’t been mixed correctly. | She’s in the Nancy Walker idiom of 
Locale is mostly the fictitious Lin-/| raucous comedy. 

coln University, a co-ed college,| “Hold It” represents enough in- 
which points up the inconsistency | yestment for a. major musical but 
of the opening, that of the school’s | it doesn’t impress as a $6 show. 
musical show: boys are made up as| Sammy Lambert, who presents it. 
dames. Photo of the show’s lead| has been connected with musical 
hung in the campus coffee shop at- | hits as a stage manager, but this is 
tracts the attention of a picture | his first try as a producer. Ibee. 
scout and “she” is supposed to get 
away with a screen test, the scout 
thinking he has a find, same going 
for the studio head, who planes east 
to tie up the “girl.” 


Of course, it’s a scheme by three 
male students in dire need, and the 
yy 7 but there’s a happy end- 

ng. Johnny Downs, a likeable ju- 
venile, plays the phoney find so 
that money can be gotten to pay for 
living-quarters trailers to keep 
several GlI’s in school, since 


SAF ERT NSTET. 











Dunham Sails May 22 


Pittsburgh, May 11. 

Katherine Dunham’s troupe 
closed a 26-week coast-to-coast 
tour at Nixon theatre on Saturday 
night (8) but will have only a fort- 
night vacation before sailing May 
22 for an engagement, opening in 
June, at the Prince of Wales the- 
atre, London. 














Sally 


Hunt Stromberg, Jr., and William Ber- 
ney production of musical comedy revival 
in two acts (7 scenes). Stars Willie How- 
ard, Bambi Linn, Jack Goode; features 
Kay Buckley, Robert Shackleton, Bibi Os- 
terwald, Henry Calvin. Stagtd by Billy 
Gilbert. Book by Guy Bolton; music by 
Jerome Kern; lyrics, P. G. Wodehouse and 
Clifford Grey; musical supervision, Pem- 
broke Davenport; orchestrations, Robert 
Russell Bennett; dances and musical num- 
bers, Richard Barstow; settings and light- 
ing, Stewart Chaney; costumes, Henry 
Mulle; orchestra conducted by David Mor- 


decai. At Martin Beck theatre, N. Y 
opening May 6, '48; $4.80 top. : 
NQ@GING... cc ccrecsdenesoess Gloria Sullivan 
The Young Waiter.......-.-.- Charles Wood 
The Old Waiter...-...seee: Holger Sorenson 
Otis Hooper......ccccsseersrrecd Jack Goode 
MROMIG . o's ba cece cbse eds credetses Kay Buckley 
Lily Bedlington.......++.++- Bibi Osterwald 
Shendorf......scccscserestess Henry Calvin 
Miekey Sinclair........-- Robert Shackleton 
DMT . buxseccekeccectieeecisetas Bambi Linn 
Grand Duke Constantine....Willie Howard 
Mrs. Vischer Van Alstyn..Kathryn Cameron 
TOt@ces s coccegecccssecvcvedions Lucy Hillary 
OMMs occ tecceswocccescccecersd Andrea Mann 





It is frequently unfortunate that 
revivals must be compared to their 
originals, as in the case of “Sally,” 
which Hunt Stromberg, Jr., and 
William Berney have brought back 
to Broadway. For 28 years ago, at 
the New Amsterdam theatre, Flo 
Ziegfeld presented the memorable 
Marilyn Miller in the musical 
whose current production is a far 
cry from the artistic and boxoffice 
success of the Ziegfeld show. The 
current “Sally” has hardly a 
chance to repeat despite the very 
funny Willie Howard in the part 
created by Leon Errol. Bambi Linn 
is essaying the Miller role. Both 
suffer comparison. 

In 1920 “Sally” was a beautiful 
show of beautiful people. It had the 
lovely Miss Miller as the orphan 
who becomes a Ziegfeld dancing 

(Continued on page 60) 











= o $ y 

The Original ‘Sally 

(OPENED DEC. 22, 1920) 
Florenz Ziegfeld production of mu- 
sical comedy in three acts; book by 
Guy Bolton; lyrics by Clifford Grey, 
music by Jerome Kern; ballet music 
by Victor Herbert. At New Amster- 

dam, N. Y., opening Dec, 22, 1920. 


POPs”. ssecacs ties, Alfred P. James 
Rosalind Rafferty............ Mary Hay 
WOME MB 66 ecgnhcenecwasct Jacques Rebinoff 
OL  REOUEE c ceccveeddcess Walter Catlett 
ae AB Ee es Delores 
BARY «. sre inaces cap eentes Marilyn Miller 
EE + 7n0Ud o ¢inekesas 000s Leon Errol 
Colonel Travers. ...ccccsgssss Phil Ryley 
Demir PUPGGRE, . . cc cdeccecs Irving Fisher 
Jimmie Hooper.......... Stanley Ridges 
MEE 0 * MW asteeneedbsorcencvd Alta King 
Ws che ebeeteoutbeakses Betty Williams 
TOE ic cvedsccccccnecbenss Barbara Dean 
Bete S bc Nakabheceks cede es Vivian Vernon 
PEE. & 6k e desde caes Gladys Mongomery 
I a ie ait us eb bs 5b ee ha Mary McDonald 
Richard Farquhar:......... Wade Booth 
Maree Durtotl, 6sicivecess> il Jack Barker 
See ee eee Earl Barroy 





Inside Legit 


“Hold It,” which bowed onto Broadway at the National last Wednes. 
day (5), drew several favorable notices but most of the press y, 
severely critical. Brooks Atkinson (Times) let down the musica] in two 
caustic paragraphs, under the title “Freshman Cane Rush.” Its boo, has 
a collegiate atmosphere. Poor reception dfd not deter the show's backer 
Anthony B. Farrell, wealthy Albanyite, from continuing his financial 
support. Farrell is the show’s sole angel; most major musicals have 
multiple investors. “Hold It” represents around $250,000 and of that 


sum approximately $60,000 comprised losses in Boston and Philadelphia 
tryouts. Farrell is new to show business, having become interested 
after meeting show people in Saratoga last summer. Musical is pre. 
sented by Sammy Lambert, who was stage manager of “Up in Centra 
Park” and other Mike Todd shows. 





The Habima acting organization from Palestine started very well 
at the Broadway, N. Y., the first production, “The Dybbuk,” bettering 
$23,000, which meant a goodly operating profit. Habima’s week starts 
on Saturdays, ending on Thursdays, there being no Friday night or 
Saturday matinee performances because of religious principles. Quite 
a proportion of audiences who speak Yiddish appear to find it difficult 
to understand the dialog of the visitors who speak the lines in 
Hebrew but they are enthusiastic and all join in singing the Pales. 
tinian hymn at the finales. 

Each play is given for one week, there being two performances on 
Sundays. Current drama is {David's Crown,” with “The Golem” 
opening Saturday (15) and “Oedipus Rex” dated for May 22. 





Russell Maloney and his wife Miriam Battista, who wrote the book 
for “Sleepy Hollow,” musical trying out in Philadelphia, have stepped 
aside for revisions being made by Marc Connelly, who also replaces 
John O’Shaughnessy as the show’s stager. Latter attracted attention 
this season for his direction of “Command Decision” (Fulton, N. Y), 
and “Sleepy” was his first musical try. Connelly is teaching drama at 
Yale but figures he wiil have time between classes on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays to handle the show assignment. “Sleepy” goes to Boston 
next week. It’s a possibility for Broadway at the St. James, if and 
when “Oklahoma!” ends its record-breaking engagement. 





Contrary to report from Paris last week, the film rights to Jean-Paul 
Sartre’s “Mains Sales” (“Dirty Hands”) are included in the U. S. legit 
rights recently acquired by Jean Dalrymple and Gabriel Pascal. Under 
the terms of the contract with the author, the film rights belong to her 
and Pascal until six months after the play’s Broadway opening, Miss 
Dalrymple says. She hopes to present the show here in the early fall. 

“Hands” is a hit in Paris, and the same author’s “The Respectful 
Prostitute” is successfully playing at the Cort, N. Y., having been 
moved uptown from the New Stages theatre in Greenwich Village. 





Number of theatre parties for “Inside U. S. A.” reported before and 
since Arthur Schwartz opened the revue on Broadway at the Century, 
N. Y., was varied but the actual count appears to be 64 although the 
supposed “official” tot&l was 49. Variance is explained by the fact that 
a number of party package ticket deals were made for the same dates, 
one benevolent organization taking the lower floor and another getting 
the balcony. Sellouts are advertised up to June 23 and mail orders 
therefore must be for performances after that date, same going for 
regular ticket allotments to ticket agencies. 
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FOR THE PAST TWELVE WONDERFUL WEEKS THE MESSRS. SHUBERT HAVE PRESENTED 
THE MUSICAL PLAY 


“MY ROMANCE” 


° CHAS. FREDERICKS 


MELVILLE RUICK 


As CORNELIUS VAN TUYL 


(MUSIC—STAGE—SCREEN—RADIO SINCE 1925) 
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Pircuinc Horses 


————= By Billy Roe = 


orever wing us what backstage is like when a hit 
; ties rhe oH into dressing rooms, telegrams pasted 


movies 
wow Pirrors oo producer beaming as the boy and girl go into a 
up oa ' 


clineh. 
a more interests when the theatre is at its best. 


HOES 









backstage the night a flop show 
rn apg alle The show ps on 


loses. To final curtain drops is generally one of cock- 
py the performers after th” las the scenery is being lugged out to the 
eyed courage a” ~ lly drops gay asides about the Hollywood 


man star usua ~ . 
sidewalk, ogi prota fi her. The leading man, smiling gamely, 


geats mer stock company he’s going to run up in 
sounds off wed cn ne edeatiost bit player, they all swap lies about 
Vermont. spects. ; 
their plans me nicer one—least of all themselves. The last night 

of Cote ike the breaking up of a family, or to get fancy, the good- 
of a flop coders the choo-choo pulls out. 


bye kiss i f all are the borderline shows, the ones which 
The poner 9 ae which might have made a go of it with a 
almost ca ; 


_ The other night I heard a story about one | 

nee ake oe ete vs, and it’s a sad little tale indeed. 
of these erns itself with the Dublin Gate Players, who closed | 
Tes ny cope the Mansfield theatre. This company was brought 
a few ene: Bee by backers who hoped it would duplicate the success 
sg irom Abbey Players some years back. The engagement was 
scored “by go Fm Skinner, who has been around Broadway's success- 


h time. : 
ant-tallare tm repertory group presented three plays: “John Bull’s 
e 


Other Island,” by Barnard Shaw; “The Old Lady Says No,” and “Where 
er , 
Stars Walk ti d easy, New York’s enthusiasm 
let the shows down y, ‘ork 
fi eerieesh commen ne have ended = St. Patrick’s Day parade. 
or ; 
g xactly four weeks. . 
bi oie SE eer of <li ory Dick Skinner left his apart- 
‘er to nwich Village and took a bus to the theatre. On the seat 
a eg couple of kids were arguing about what movie they were 
_ “tt ee that evening. They were unmistakably Irish. as ; 
Ue ould you gentlemen like to see a stage play? Skinner said 
to ices “T can get you free tickets to an Irish play with Irish 
a 2” said f the kids. 
“ w with round people?” said one o 
dies right reeiied Skinner. “Round ones. Not flat like in the | 
he kids put their heads together, decided they had nothing to lose, | 
d accepted the ducats Dick handed them. “I live at such-and-such 
a address,” deadpanned the manager. “I'd appreciate it if you gen- 
tlemen wrote me what you thought of the play. 
Around seven next morning, Skinner’s doorbell rang. It was the 
two kids, serubbed, shined and necktied. “We're on our way to Mass, 
said the ‘younger boy, “but after church we'd like to bring our brother 








| 





SOLOMON TAKES BID TO 
LEAD PALESTINE ORCH 


Columbus, O., May 1}. 

Izler Solomon, conductor of the 
Columbus Philharmonic Orchestra, 
planes to Europe today (11) to di- 
rect a six-week concert series of 
the Palestine Philharmonic Or- 
chestra in Tel Aviv. Series starts 
May 15. Bid came through Henry 
Haftel, of Tel Aviv, a member of 
the orchestra, who was in N. Y. 
last week to engage a guest con- 
ductor for the summer series. 
Only hitch in the proceedings may 
come in obtaining a visa from the 
English but Solomon hinted he 
didn’t expect too much trouble on 
that score. 

He has an engagement to con- 
duct the Chicago Symphony in 


| July but won’t be able to make it 
;now, since he’s not due back in 


the states till Sept. 1. 


Chase Forks Out Another 
2356 for Ballet Theatre; 
Total Outlay $1,600,000 


Lucia Chase, angel as well as co- 
director of Ballet Theatre, spent 
approximately $235,000 this season 
(47-48) to cover deficits, as well 
as costs of new productions, of her 
outfit. Miss Chase paid out the 
same amount, roughly, the pre- 
vious season, to make her contribu- 





tions to ballet over the past dozen | 


years total about $1,600,000. No 
other individual, in Europe or 
America, present-day or past, has 
ever spent so much money on the 
toe art. 

The carpet-clocks heiress (Alex 
Smith & Sons-Waterbury Clock 
Co.) paid out $80,000 for two new 
ballets this season, the Agnes De- 


Mille-Morton Gould “Fall River 
Legend” and Antony Tudor’s 
“Shadow in the Wind.”  Bailet 


Theatre last at least $75,000 on 





ae ecry said Skinner, “but I’m afraid I haven't any more passes. 
, ike the show?” ee 
a ier ot the kids grinned. “It was swell,” he said. “Like one 
of grandma’s stories. When we got home, we told our brother, Ralph, 
about it. He’s treasurer of the bricklayers’ union. Ralph wants to see 
you about buying some tickets. He says the union has a lot of meney 
in its entertainment fund, and seeing as how most of the members are 
Irish, he thinks it might be a good idea to buy a couple of tickets for 
each one.” 
“How many belong to Ralph’s union’ 
“About 3,000,” said the kid. , 
The manager tells me he felt like bawling. Six thousand tickets 
would have come close to packing the Mansfield for a week. The Irish- 
men and their wives figured to love the shows about the ould sod, and 
it would have been like hiring 6,000 press agents. That one extra push 
might have gotten the troupe a six-month run. 
there was nothing the manager could do about it. 
players had left for Canada at three that morning. : 
“And they talk about the luck of the Irish!” said Skinner. 


Copyright, 1948, by Billy Rose 
Distributed by The Beil Syndicate, Ine. 


Emity Group Huddling | MILWAUKEE BOOKED 
On Any Contract Change | FOR TOPHEAVY SEASON 
Ideas for 48-49 Season Milwaukee, May 11. 


A heavy schedule of concerts is, 

An Equity committee which in-| assured Milwaukee for the 1948-49 
cludes stage managers and deputies | season. Civic Concert Assn., in 
with shows has been huddling for | business 25 Years, will present six 
the purpose of submitting ideas for | concerts for $6 next season: the 
Possible changes in actors’ con-|Four Piano Ensemble; Marjorie 
tracts for the season of 1948-49. 


Lawrence, soprano; a me § 
ari ; Jose zigeti, 
Committee numbers 16, four being her, opera baritone; Josep 
ors who selected 10 actors 


violinist; Robert Shaw Chorus and 
casts plus two stage man- 


Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra. 
agers, and suggestions from tour- 


Arion Club, Civie’s leading rival, 
Ing shows are also being consid- | 545 announced James Melton for 
ered. Each com in town and 


pany Nov. 5; Marian Anderson, Jan. 26; 
out was asked to huddle for similar 
Purposes 


Skinner asked: 


The Dublin 





the new Italian pianist Benedetto 
Michaelangeli, Feb. 28; Jascha 
Heifetz, April 14, and an oratorio 


committee “| by the Arions’ own chorus of 250. 
, oR ele The Chicago Symphony will 


Me Mee weas at the annual meet- again come up for 10 concerts at 


28. 
Changes ould inco the Pabst. Raymond Mitchell, lead- 
“mn x be rporated ing booker of pop attractions, will 


masic agreement with the il Spitalny’s All-Girl 
Managers, sponsor Phil Spitalny’s 
to be extendea NO hes mp see Orchestra June 6 and, onan: 
ate anticipated such as that which | 2Utu™m, the RCA_ Victor oes 
followed the Washingto "| with Robert Merrill; the ~~ 
tion issue last seaso At thos Gane Piano Quartet; Jussi Bjoerling, the 
S n that . to - ld be Swedish tenor, in his first Milwau- 
required to slew thee National of kee appearance, and the Fred War- 
the Capital was inserted in the ing and Wayne King shows. 
agreement. Myra Peache, manager of the 

Laie Pabst, will present the Ballet Russe 

de Monte Carlo, Ballet Theatre, 
Harold Kreutzberg, solo dancer, 
Trudi Schoop comic ballet, and 
Viadimir Horowitz. 

Margaret Rice, vet impresario, 
will sponsor the concert here on 
Sept. 26 of the New York Phil- 
harmonic under Leopoid Stokow- 
ski. Suburban Wauwatosa, which 
has just finished its first commu- 





‘Waltz’ Will Usher In 
Memphis Open Season 


Memphis, May 11. 
Pe Memphis Open Theater sea- 
with will get under way June 28 
bis k Harrell and Gail Man- 
Waltz Sostarring in “The Great 

- Other productions skedded 


aneten Weekly runs are “No, No |nity concert course, will present an- 
Sweet.”” « Rio Rita,” “Bitter! other. The Wauwatosa course will 

ae The Bat,” “The Merry |include the St. Louis Symphony Or- 
Marie.” Roberta” and “Rose|chestra, the DePaur Infantry 





Chorus and three other events. 


tour this season, while the run at 
the Metropolitan Opera House, 
N. Y., just concluded, accounted 
\for another $80,000 loss, approxi- 
mately. 

Company had plans to go to Lon- 
don or South America this sum- 
mer, but plans didn’t materialize. 
Dancers will lay off till August, 
longest hiatus company has had in 
its nine years’ existence. 


Markova-Dolin Settle 
Shreveport Suit for $750 


Mobile, May 11. 

The Markova-Dolin ballet troupe 
on May 6 settled for $750, a $1,500 
damage suit filed Jan. 19 in the 
Mobile circuit court by Mrs. W. E. 
Woods, of Shreveport, La., head of 
the Civic Amusement Center there. 
Mrs. Woods sued the ballet troupe 
after it notified her from Nash: 
ville, that it couldn’t keep an en- 
gagement to appear in Shreveport 
Jan. 21. The suit charged breach 
of contract. 

Management of the ballet troupe 
contended that the bus and train 
schedules were so badly disrupted 
on account of freezing weather that 
they could not fill the Shreveport 
date. Mrs. Woods alleged in her 
suit that she had expended $750 
for pre-concert promotion ex- 
penses. 








Dolin Seeking Paris Dates 


Anton Dolin flew to Paris last 
weekend to arrange a couple of 
dance recitals for Alicia Markova 
and himself. Miss Markova sailed 
on the Queen Mary Saturday (8) 
for London, where she and Dolin 
are booked for four weeks with the 
Covent Garden ballet troupe start- 
ing June 7. The two Paris dates 
will be extra bookings, to follow 
the London engagement. Duo will 
return to N. Y. some time in July. 


Alonso, of Ballet Theatre, flew 
home to Cuba Monday (9) at close 
of BT’s N. Y. season. With 20 other 


June, the Alonsos will do a two- 
week season that month in Cuba 
and Caracas, for about six per- 
formances in all. Cuban govern- 
ment Saturday (8) presents Miss 
Alonso with its Carlos Manuel de 
Cespedes medal, giving her title of 
Dama.- She’s first dancer to get 
medal, Cuba’s highest award. 





Virginia Card singing lead in 
“Desert Song” with Indianapolis 
Civic Light Opera July 12, and in 


in Toledo in August, prior to fall 





Masquerade.” 





| 
| 
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Sol Hurok Back Into Big Ballet Biz 
Pacting De Cuevas Co. for US. Tour 


LUENING ‘EV ANGELINE’ scale ballet troupes this season, a 
IN COLUMBIA U. BOW 


going back into the field again 
next season. Vet impresario is 
sailing for Europe May 23 to com- 
plete arrangements with the Mar- 
Columbia Theatre Associates, as|quis George de Cuevas about 
part of this year’s Columbia Univ. 
spring music festival, presented 
Otto Luening’s opera, “Evange- 
line,” at Brander Matthews Hall, 





bringing liatter’s new troupe, the 
Grand Ballet de Monte Carlo, to 
the U. S. in the fall. Troupe, head- 
ed by such American dancers as 





N. Y., for a week’s run Wednesday | Andre Eglevsky, Rosella High- 
(5) night. Group had done “The|tower, Marjorie Tallchief and 
|Medium” and “Four Saints in | George Skibine, and buttressed by 


Three Acts” in former seasons, | some highly-touted French dancers, 
both productions later being seen|has been dancing at its Monte 


|on Broadway, and there had been| Carlo home grounds, and in Paris 
italk of 


“Evangeline” as a legit; and Vichy, and is booked for Lon- 
prospect. Idea, however, is quite don and South America this sum- 
unfeasible, the music-work having | mer. 
no pull for the Big Stem. | Import will create an interesting 
Discounting the amteurish per-| situation in the U. S. ballet world, 
formance and direction at Colum-|and especially in N. Y., with two 
bia, and looking at the work from | other major companies active. The 
a professional angle, “Evangeline” | de Cuevas company would be here 
belongs in chamber opera, not in/|for a relatively short season, as it 
large-scale opera like the Met or | has to be back on its home grounds 
City Center, and certainly not on | by next April. Tentative plans call 
Broadway. It isn’t even a good/for a New York season of four to 
chamber opera, The opus has some | six weeks and a short six or eight- 
good music and some excellent or-| week tour. But both Ballet The- 
chestrations, but the music style|atre and Ballet Russe de Monte 
is hodgepodgy and too varied. But | Carlo will be competitors, with all 
the static story and stilted, ama- | three companies due in N. Y. in the 
teur libretto are its chief defects, | fall, following soon after some 
and they’re fatal. Bron. j|ballet appearances in connection 


jwith N. Y.’s Jubilee program, to 

Equity Library Shows [the dance an," * Sie of 
At N.Y.’s High Schools, 

Mayor O’Dwyer’s Plan 


Scouting DP Camps 
Hurok will be in Europe for 314 
One development of Equity Li- 
brary Theatre free-admission shows 





months, visiting 10 countries in 
search of talent. He also has per- 
mission from the State Dept. and 
International Refugee Commission 
to visit DP camps in Allied zones, 


is slated to be the presentation of 
plays in N.Y.’s high schools, which 
has been proposed to the board of 


where he also will scout for talent. 
He’s heard of some already, par- 
'ticularly some folklore ensembles. 


“New Moon” and “Merry Widow” | 





| lowed when the Mayor witnessed 


| 


BT members who will follow in|... 


education by Mayor William 
O’Dwyer, who alludes to the idea 
as the John Golden plan. It fol- 


The Hurok office will have one 
of its biggest lists ever, for next 
season, with about 26 attractions 
listed. New talent inctudes the 
Trieste Trio, Jerome Hines, Mich- 


‘ 2* | elangeli, Mariemma and dance en- 
Needle Trades high school audi- semble, as well as the Vienna 


torium at Golden’s invitation. The Choir Boys, back after 10 years. 
vet showman has been financially | Originally planned for 10 weeks 
supporting ET shows for the past | touring, the Vienna Choir has now 
two seasons, during which time has | heen booked for 18 weeks, aver- 
devoted no time to commercial | aging six dates a week. Together 
production. | with the Serge Jaroff Don Cossock 
Mayor O’Dwyer said that actors | Chorus, which has 25 weeks booked 
have to eat and it is expected that | at six dates a week, the Hurok of- 
a small admission will be charged | fice has 43 weeks, or 258 perform- 
for the school performances, it| ances, of chorus booked. 
being believed that Equity will} Stress will be on ballet and 
concede a special pay rating, prob-/ dance. In addition to the Grand 
ably less than the minimum of $60, | Ballet and Mariemma, Hurok will 
for school performances, whereas | present the Trudi School Ballet 
there is no actor’s pay for ELT | and Harald Kreutzberg. There’s 
performances. The Mayor also said|some question about contract re- 
he remembered seeing a perform-|newal for the Alicia Markova- 
ance by traveling players when he| Anton Dolin ensemble, which 
was a schoolboy in Ireland and| Hurok booked this season. 
thinks the student youth of New! {In addition to its regular con- 


York should have similar oppor-| cert attractions, the Hurok office 


a performance recently of “Turn 
To The Right” given at the Central 





tunity. is booking the Margaret Webster- 
Golden also made an address|Eva LeGallienne Shakespearean 
after the “Right” performance | troupe in “Hamlet” and “Macbeth” 


(which will be repeated elsewhere 
this week), saying that the comedy, 
presented by him and the late 
Winchell Smith, made $1,000,000. 
It scored a long run on Broadway 
at the Gaiety ‘now the Victoria, 
playing pictures) and several com- 
panies toured. The Mayor has.con- 
sulted with Superintendent of 
Schools William oe eae —_ 
imilian Moss, Frederic. Ernst an s 
George F. Piggott, Jr., also bowl Robin Hood Dell Sets 


of education officials, who will 
place the facilities of the school 19th ee ae 


itori the disposal of ELT 
auditoriums at the disposal Robin Hood Dell's 19th season of 


compani 
~ ‘outdoor concerts in Fairmount 
Longhair Shorts 
ductor for the four-a-week con- 
? /certs—Monday, Tuesday, Wednes- 


‘Park opens June 21 for a seven- 
Virginia MacWatters to Guate-|day and Thursday evenings. Other 


on tour. Tour will be unusual in 
that it’s being booked on a con- 
cert instead of legit basis—on a 
straight fee—something not done 
before. Where original expecta- 
tion was for 16 weeks, troupe has 
already been booked for 35 weeks 
on concert series and college 
courses. 











week series of 28 events. Dimitri 
Mitropoulos will be the chief con- 











Medntime, Alicia and Fernando*mala in July for six opera per- nights are being held in reserve for 


formances, returning for August weather postpenements. 

date in Hollywood Bowl with| Of the 28 concerts, 22 will high- 
orchestra under Eugene Ormandy light soloists, including John 
Deborah Bertonoff, Tel-Aviv Charles Thomas, Lauritz Meichior, 
dancer-mime, to present one-wom- | Jose Iturbi, Claudio Arrau, and 
an dance-theatre at Cort, N. Y..) Isaac Stern. Ballet Theatre will 
week of May 24... Pierre Montewx a}so appear. 

off to Europe last Friday ‘7) ..-| Guest conductors to show in- 
NBC’s 17-year-old soprano Elaine |¢jyde Sylvan Levin, musical direc- 
Malbin singing at two Carnegie itor of WOR; Sigmund Romberg, 
Hall, N.Y., Pops Concerts, tomorrow ‘Robert Shaw, Max Goberman, How- 
(Thurs.) and May 22 .. . Heiter 4:4 Barlow and Paul Strauss. 
Villa-Lebes, composer of score for 
forthcoming Broadway musical.| fyeg Hillebrand has written an 
“Magdalena,” in by plane from | jntimate revue that he plans for 
Paris last weekend, and leaving | Broadway, and with Bert Wheeler 








rehearsals for Broadway's “Gay | negie Hall, N.Y., Pops series 


N.Y. for Coast next week . . .| starring it will be tried out at the 
Ballet Espanel Ana Maria making Spa theatre, Saratoga, starting July 
U.S. debut as special event of Car- | 2 for a couple of weeks. Hillebrand 
May |has written not only the sketches 


20 and 30. ‘but also the lyrics and music . 
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Sally 

star and Irving Fisher as the 
juvenile. It had Walter Catlett as 
the theatrical agent who helped 
Miss Miller attain her goal. There 
was Errol and those bandy legs, 
as Connie, the deposed monarch 
who, in America, had become a 
waiter. There were Mary Hay and 
one of Ziegfeid’s loveliest of show- 
girls, Delores, with her exquisite 
costumes. And, of course, Jerome 
Kern’s music, with some incidental 
ballet music, too, by Victor Her- 
bert. 


In 1948, however, “Sally” as cur- | 
rently done is a dated museum | 
piece whose redeeming features | 
are Willie Howard, the Jerome | 
Kern music and a fair production. | 
At that, Howard is most uproarious | 
not when he is doing “Sally” but 
when playing just plain Willie 
Howard. He does imitations of 
Jessel, Chevalier, Cantor and Jol- 
son in a second-act bit that hasn't 
the faintest resemblance to the 
Guy Bolton book, but that’s when 
Howard is at his best. It’s that 
kind of a show—the best part of it 
we no relation to the book at 
alli. 





Miss Linn has the childlike Alice- 
in-Wonderland flavor intended by 
the author, but, while she gives an 
adequate performance, she is no 
Marilyn Miller—as who is? Jack | 
Goode is playing the agent, and 
he strives mightily with a comedy 
part that falters in an attempt to 
modernize some of the gags. Kay 
Buckley is attractive and compe- 
tent as Goode’s vis-a-vis (the Mary 
Hay role), while Robert Shackleton 
has little more to do than come on 
and off for the songs in the orig- 
inal Irving Fisher part. He has the 
score’s top tune, of course, “Look 
for the Silver Lining,” and the lat- 
ter is reprised throughout the show 
by the orchestra, as well it should 
be. It remains one of the top 
tunes of this or any generation. 

Billy Gilbert staged the produc- 
tion, but he has failed to inject the 
ee pace in this 1920-ish, New 

ork-backgrounded yarn. Kahn. 





The Alehemist 


New York City Theatre Co. presentation 
ef comedy revival by Ben Jonson in two 
acts. Directed by Morton Da Costa. Fea- 
tures Jose Ferrer, Ezra Stone, George Cou- 
ouris, Hiram Sherman. Original music, 

feems Taylor; sets, Herbert Brodkin; cos- 


tumes, Emeline Roche. At City Center, 
N. Y., May 6, '48; $2.40 top. 

POs ches Caner baheesenteesecsns Jose Ferrer 
ee Te el. iF George Coulouris 
Dol) Common......-eseeees Nan McFarland 
MORMON . cae 600026 censkeunia William Nichols 
SRE ES PEE ee ee Ray Walston 
Sir Epicure Mammon......-+-.-. Ezra Stone 
Pertinax Surly...+-..eceeesss Robert Carroll 
AnaniaB......ccccccsstecses Robinson Stone 
Mastril.... ..ccwsecerseserves Hiram Sherman 


Dame PliaWt, .»occcecccessesscs Phyllis Hill 
PPAYHOD. «cc ci cecteoecconeecses Will Kuluva 
LMVOWIL. 6. ivedervdccsocsicdeste Bert Thorn 
irst Officer. .sssscccsssess Stanley Carlson 
econd Officer...ceeesesees Leonardo Cimino 





Ben Jonson’s bawdy study of 
man’s greed and superstition holds 
up pretty well under present-day 
light. Especially when performed 

s spiritedly as it’s being done at 

ew York’s City. Center. Paced by 
Jose Ferrer and George Coulouris, 
as a couple of mqerne charlatans, 
the revival is a broad farce stop- 
ping this side of burlesque, pro- 

ding one of the funniest evenings 
on Broadway. At a $2.40 top, it’s 
one of the town’s bargains and 
og be a draw for its two-week 
stay. 

It may also be one of the town’s 
scandals, if the Comstocks ever 
get around to it. The dialog is 
sprinkled with juicy Elizabethan 
LL RA, et 


AHOY ADVENTURERS 


Why spend your Summer in that hot 
dingy room? Live aboard an 85 ft. 
modern yacht, moored in the 
Hudson (mid-town) 5 minutes from 
the subway. 


SEASON: 
June Ist to October 31st. 


FACILITIES: . 

3 double staterooms, 4 single and 6 
additional guest berths, 3 bath- 
rooms, hot and cold running water, 
complete electric galley, ship to 
shore telephone, outboard motor- 
boat and beautiful deck space for 
sunbathing. 


CRUISES: 


Possible to any place within a 100- 
mile radius over weekends, 


RATES: 
$70 to $100 per month per person. 


APPLICANTS: 

Interested in the above, write to Box 
104, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New 
York 19, by May 15th giving the 
following information: Talents, am- 
bitions, personal references, age 
and telephone number. 








Plays on Broadway 


Continued from page 58 


epithets and frank physiological 
allusions. A hardy N. Y. theatre- 
goer can take it in stride, as the 
lines pop up less for laugh effect 
than to mirror a character or sit- 
uation. End result, though, are a 
lot of laughs. 


Ferrer has a field-day as a serv- 
ant who uses his master’s London 
mansion, when the latter is away, 
as headquarters for some 17th 
century get-rich-quick schemes. 
Coulouris, as his partner-in-crime, 
playing an alchemist who can turn 
baser metals to gold, is effective 
contrast, his heavier. style of com- 
edy blending beautifully with Fer- 
rer’s brezzy style. Nan McFarland’s 
richly-varied role as a_ trollop 
makes a perfect third for the ras- 
cally trio. 

Ezra Stone is immensely amus- 
ing as the rich voluptuary eager 
for more gold—and a seraglio. His 
description of the pleasures to be 
derived from the latter is one of 
the highspots of the evening. Wil- 
liam Nichols, as a foppish clerk; 
Ray Walton, a doltish druggist; 
Robert Carroll, a suspicious cour- 
tier; Hiram Sherman, a_boorish 
knight, and Phyllis Hill, his pliant 
sister, are all effective in rich bits. 

Morton Da Costa’s breezy direc- 
tion, Herbert Brodkin’s colorful 
sets and Emeline Roche’s rich cos- 
tumes rate compliments. Bron. 


Ballet Ballads 





performance as the Cocaine Lil 
menace. , 
The final piece, “The Eccentric- 
ities of Davey Crockett,” is another 
witty account of a familiar yarn. In 
this one, Ted Lawrie dances and 
sings the title aah and striking 
bits contributed by Betty Abbott as 
an amorous Mermaid, Olga Lunick 
as a comet and William A. Meyers 
and Robert Baird as pugnacious 
bears. Hanya Holm’s choreography 
is a vital element in the effective- 
ness of the bill. 
Two-piano accompaniment for 
the entire performance is played 
by John Lesko, Jr., and Mordecai 
Skeinkman. Hobe. 


David’s Crown 


(HEBREW) 

Theatre. Inc., under sponsorship of Amer- 
ican Fund for Palestinian Institutions, pre- 
sents Habimah production of drama in three 
acts by Calderon de la Barca; translated 
into Hebrew by I Lamdau Staged by 
Alexei D. Dicky Music, Shlomo Rosovsky; 
settings, M Schmidt; musical direction, 
Fordhaus Ber-Zissi. At Broadway, N,  & 
May 8, °48; $4.80 top. 
King David.....-sesecerereeed Aaron Meskin 
The King’s Sons ' 

Ce re Peer res Shimon Finkel 

AbsSaloM...cesveeresvoverece Zvi Friedland 

Adoniyahu......s.ecseeeeeres Chaim Amitai 

RRR ee See Raphael Klatzkin 

Eliphelet..........0+)))),Abraham Baratz 
TRIMS! . vv-wdccdcdcoevovsdeges Hanna Rovina 
TOAD, . .cccdcvesceccovessecd Joshua _ Bertonov 
Achitophel......++-+. Menachem Benyamini 
Huphai.......sssecece-seeeesse-Shniomo Bruk 
OE PTT ria es re ek Zvi Ben-Haim 
Sorceress, .......+. -seseee..-ShOshana Duer 
Elders.....David Vardi, Jehuda Rubinstein 
Courier..........++++see0+eektzhak Shulman 





As second play of their U. S. 
engagement, the Habimah players 
from Palestine unveiled “David's 
Crown,” a recent addition to their 
repertory, for a week. A biblical 


American National Theatre & A 1 drama written by - Spaniard, 
‘ Ng : atre & Academy . "i 
presentation of Experimental Theatre pro- Calderon de la Barca, and ab rs 
duction of three ballet dramas by John La- | lated into Hebrew by fi Lam au, 
touche, composed by Jerome Moross. Pro- the play is staged by this troupe 


duced and designed by Nat Karson; directed 
by Mary Hunter. Choral and musical di- 
rector, Hugh Ross; associate conductor, 
Gerard Samuel; choreographers, Katherine 
Litz, Paul Godkin, Hanya Holm; pianists 
John Lesko, Jr., and Mordecai Sheinkman. 
At Maxine Elliott, N. Y., May 9, ’48. 


SUSANNA AND THE ELDERS 


RR POT rere Richard Harvey 


with a theatrical flourish and an 
inner force that almost hurdles the 
language barrier separating audi- 
ence and actors. 

But the language barrier makes 
judgment of the play’s texture a 
matter of guesswork. It probably 


Susanna (Dancer)........... Katherine Litz 

Susanna (Singer).......,.-..Sheila Vogelle| Would have been wiser for the 

Oster ram Labanee babes bas Marty Traver | Habimah to have selected for their 

sittie Juniper Tree...... tlien R. Albertini 

Handmaidens.M..,........ argaret Cuddy, current appearance a group. of 
; { Margaret Cuday | Standard classics already familiar 

Handmaidens........ce. 8 y A : : 

PO (Barbara Downie|to American audiences. This 

tlder WO). « cs cbsdccdoneceds rank Seabolt 

WldeP “US O8) sacs cvveccacecdie Robert Trout troupe could probably make a 


BGs 068 6% ver bpne e406 she James R. Nygren 


WILLIE THE WEEPER 


Bg eee ee eee Robert Lenn 
TN SS reer ee Paul Godkin 
Re OY ee Sono Osato 


THE ECCENTRICITIES OF 
DAVEY CROCKETT 


Daree. CHOU: oss senckeseede Ted Lawrie 
SE Mc ceecvdacabdenencs Barbara Ashley 
Reteein CRIT 5 5 sbbcc ct it okicas Lorin Barrett 
Backwoodsman...cscscecseeeves Carl Luman 
| SP Peery Terr ree Betty Abbott 
COREE . 5.0.6-0.0:0.700ecend e60cccese Olga Lunick 
BOW BOG s ics kk cdc cies William A. Myers 
ON PP Ea ire ee Robert Baird 
John Oldham (Singer)...... William Ambler 
John Oldham (Dancer)....... John Castello 


Ann Hutchinson (Singer).Gertrude kway 
Ann Hutchinson (Dancer)....Sharry Traver 
Grace Sherwood (Singer).Arlouine Goodjonh 
Grace Sherwood (Dancer)..Barbara Downie 
Nathaniel Turner (Singer).Arthur Friedman 
Nathaniel Turner (Dancer)............. 

Beau Cunningham 


For its final production of the 
season the Experimental Theatre 
has topped itself again with “Bal- 
let Ballads.”” This show is more ex- 
perimental and more interesting 
than the last tye presentation, 
the triple-bill of sceneryless one- 
acters by the Six O’Clock Theatre 
and it may be, in fact, the out- 
standing production of Experimen- 
tal Theatre’s two seasons. 

“Ballet Ballads” combines the 
two basic qualities all Experimen- 
tal Theatre offerings should have— 
that is, new techniques and theatri- 
cal excitement—but that have gen- 
erally been missing in the past. 
The three pieces, written by John 
Latouche and composed by Jerome 
Moross, are imaginative, entertain- 
ing and stimulating, though they 
may lack sufficient mass appeal for 
successful commercial presentation 
on Broadway. 

All three “ballads” involve the 
combination of ballet, songs and 
spoken lines, and the various ele- 
4 ments have been skillfully adapted 
to the special, multiple require- 
ments. In each case, author, com- 
poser and choreographer have 
blended drama and wit, which the 
staging and performance artfully 
project. If there’s a single fault 
common to the three pieces, it’s 
the apparent need for further con- 
densation and pacing. 

In the initial dance sketch, “Su- 
sanna and the Elders,” the La- 
touche story and lyrics admirably 
match the Moross music. Mary 
Hunter’s staging, in this and the 
other two pieces, further high- 
lights her as a major directorial 
find of the current New York sea- 
son. The choreography and danc- 
ing of Katherine Litz are captivat- 
ing, and Richard. Harvey, Sharry 
Traver, Ellen R. Albertini and 
Frank Seabolt and Robert Trout 
are notable in the cast. 

“Willie the Weeper” is a saga of 
the fantasies of a hophead, told in 
lowdown blues and boogie-woogie 
tempo. It is impressively sung by 
Robert Lenn, with choreographer 
Paul Godkin dancing the title part 














and Sono Osato giving an arresting 


playgoer’s holiday out of such 
plays as “Hamiet” and “King 
Lear,” despite the Hebrew tongue. 

“David's Crown” tells a story of 
murder and incest among the 
children of King David: Tempes- 
tuous acting, ancient liturgical mu- 
sic, severely simple settings and 
mask-like faces turn the play into 
a haunting, and sometimes terrify- 
ing spectacle. Habimah players 
are not afraid of tearing an emo- 
tion to tatters. 

Standout players of this produc- 
tion include Aaron Meskin, in a 
magnificent portrait of the elder 
king; Shimon Finkel, as the son 
who loves his sister; Zvi Friedland, 
as the ambitious Absalom, and 
Hanna Rovina, as the daughter. 
The whole troupe, however, works 
as an integrated team in which 
even the walkons contribute to the 
ballet-like stage wewinnes 
erm. 


American Rep. 


Continued from page 55 


interest, backing being supplied by 
Rita Hassan, and the rep com- 
pany’s share was hardly included 
in its total red: 


“Alice” was moved to the Ma- 
jestic last'summer, latter having a 
cooling system, the International 
not .being so equipped, but the 
engagement there was a flop too. 
During the current season, ART 
had a share of the profits in an 
Ibsen rep company headed by Miss 
Le Gallienne (“Ghosts” and 
“Hedda Gabbler”’), that try also 
being unsuccessful. Last season 
Miss Crawford produced “Briga- 
doon,” her ART associates not be- 
ing in on the musical, which is still 
running at the Ziegfeld. 

Shakespeare To Classes 

Recently Miss Webster and 
Reed were listed among the in- 
vestors in Marweb Productions, 
new corporation formed to troupe 
Shakespeare in schools, colleges 
and drama clubs. This project is 
for profit but Reed will be satis- 
fied if he gets his money back. In- 
corporation papers call for 100 
shares of capital stock of no par 
value but it’s understood that 
$25,000 has been put up for the 
touring venture. Jack Yorke, who 
is general manager for “Briga- 
doon,” is one of the directors of 
Marweb. Dates will be under 
auspices only, virtually guaran- 
an the financial end of the 
our. 





Peggy French to play opposite 
Neil Hamilton in “Parlor Story,” 
opening Old Town Theatre, Smith- 
town Branch, L. I., season June 29 











Autumn Gold 


Envoy Productions presentation of new 
play in two acts by Lionel Brown, Di- 
rected by Val Gielgud, At Mmbassy, Lon- 
don, May 4, '48. 


BoGum.,, o..+.-scccvescecesss Sidney Monckton 
Hilary Walsh. .cssecceeeeetteee Sally Lahee 
Captain Walsh....+.eeceeeres Liam Gaffney 
Jim MOrgan....s.cseeseecesres: John Wynn 
I ARR PAS, Ann Cullen 
Philip Valdazar....++++++: Patrick Cargill 
Father John? .,,,.....505: Edmund Willard 
Dan Cullen |$ ; 

Mary Free... .+--seovseseerrss .Alexis Milne 
Mrs. PeterS.....cccccesee: Beatrice Rowe 


Shamus Rudath...., ... James Neylin 





This is an improbable adventure 
story of liquor smuggling and 
treasure trove on the Irish coast. 
It’s put over very well, but isn’t to 
be taken too seriously. Its chances 
of moving down for a West End 
run are slight. 

Setting is an old abbey on a tiny 
island inherited by a hard-bitten 
sea-captain whose young daughter 
runs it as a guest house. There is 
a hovering revenue agent suspic- 
ious of the proximity of an illicit 
still and black market links with 
deliveries of gin to Liverpool. 

A Spaniard arrives with his 
“wife,” ostensibly to purchase old 
manuscripts for his collection, but 
searching for the other half of a 
16th century map with the usual 
cryptic clues to hidden gold sal- 
vaged from a wrecked galleon. The 
woman is really a dance hostess 
who has teamed up with the ad- 
venturer for a share in the spoils, 
but is pushed over the cliff by the 
head of the liquor gang masquer- 
ading as his twin brother, the local 
priest. He in turn gets killed and 
it all fizzles out. 

There’s good acting from Liam 
Gaffney, who gives a gem of an 
interpretation of the _ captain. 
Edmund Willard, veteran actor, 
emphasizes dramatically the oppos- 
ing character in the dual roles, and 
Sally Lahee is fresh and natural as 
the young girl. Rest of cast, and 
splendid direction, give realism to 
a stereotyped meller of the old 
school, Clem. 


Voyage a Washington 
(Born Yesterday) f 
Paris, April 30. 
Henri Bernstein production of comedy in 
three acts by Garson Kanin. French adap- 


tation by Rene and Mrs. Clair. Set by 
Wakhevitch. Directed by Bernstein. At 
Ambassadeurs, Paris. 

SDs 06 Bb’ 0b Hs be dO6 vb cde VOCE Gaby Sylvia 
PANO, PORROR. on ocnsdrccie red Aline Bertrand 
Manicurist.......++..+..--Manique Darritz 
Brock... cessor coesesecss-+-- Noel Roquevert 
DOVEFry . ococccccccegecccseseresed Andre. Bervil 
PABlscoccccessccecseenccee e+». Robert Dhery 
TUM. wc cccccsceovccccecceseesss Pierre Labry 
Hedges.....+. Coded ever cetier Roger Vincent 
DIDOREOE.. « ¢.0.00%.00 0.009000 eth Jean Brunel 
Asst. DirectOr..scccccsserss Philippe Dumat 
Hairdresser, ..ccresssccvcvcess Louis Vonelly 





Paris cities gave this version of 
current Broadway success a thor- 
ough panning, but it’s doing busi- 
ness, improving by word-of-mouth. 
Beautifully - produced by Henri 
Bernstein, and directed by him 
with consummate ability, it has an 
excelient cast that gets the most 
out of it. Noel Roquevert as Brock, 
and. Gaby Sylvia as his girl, are 
exemplary. Balance of the cast is 
excellent support. 

What misses here is the fact, 
first, that the French don’t under- 
—< the situation which develops. 

o them a crooked politician is 
just a politician, period, and the 
Senator’s doings with the business- 
man are just normal.- They can’t 
be expected to consider the whole 
thing as creating a moral problem. 
Also, French audiences don’t like 
preaching and the moral speech at 
the close by the drunken lawyer 
could easily have been omit*ed. 
They like to draw their own con- 
clusions, not have them fed them. 

But the real problem is that of 
adaptation in the broader sense. 
This comedy, rewritten with a 
French locale, a French action 
based on one of the current graft 
cases, is one of innumerable to 
choose from. Better adapted, it 
might have been a new “Topaze,” 
and for the French what “Born 
Yesterday” is to Americans. How- 
ever good the Clair translation may 
be, it remains translation, not an 
adaptation in the true meaning of 
the word. It’s regarded here as an 
amusing oddity, and doesn’t get 
under the skin. Maxi. 





J’irai Cracher Sur Vos 
Tombes 


(ll Go Spit on Your Graves) 
Paris, April 30. 


_ Marie Valsamaki production of comedy 
in three acts by Boris Vian. Directed by 


Pasquali. Sets and costumes by Jean 
Boullet. At Theatre Verlaine, Paris, 

ROR IOP IE pe Roger Saltel 
EMO MMOWUOR, 6. stbis biasacii Daniel Iverne! 
CURATED: Oden a0 < vin ans cs tdble ¢ desenbu Alexino 
MIE 0:9 6400 WBE 6G90 0-06 6 0,608 's 1-0 Vera Norman 
CUCREG. vcbwodetasccsees .....Georges Aubert 
TUG «a cccscccescateces cd Jacqueline Pierreux 
DORIET sp beccevcsscesd ensest Raymond Galle 
MNS h 65068680 050035 oh004 bb 600 Doudou Babet 
Bill. .cccccvecccccsvcorsecsess Pierre Lenglet 
BPUNIN 9 0666500000260 50 cd'geces Pierre Fromont 
SRR aie ana Anne Campion 
itr, TTT ETT ie eee Danielle Godet 





Here is something for Americans 





to see if they want to see America 
first, and discover it anew. Unlike- 


Plays Abroad — 


—_. 


ly for screen even here. 
Americans will go for it ar legit 
ry a . or 

nspired by the success 
Miller’s style and way of exe 
ing himself in his novels yer 
Vian penned one with the’ se 
tional tifle, pretending it was ee 
ly his translation of x (mythiean 
American author, one Vernon Syj 
livan. Then, inspired no doubt “4 
success of Jean-Paul Sartre 
“Prostitute,” Marie Vaisamaki had 
the novel done in stage form. 
_ Story concerns a mulatto 
ing for white in a southern town i 
America, whose brother is lynched. 
and who “avenges” the deed py 
having affairs with various girls in 
the town. Hence the odd title Fate 
finally catches up with him, when 
he kills one girl who discovers his 
= ~% a mob gets him. 

aniel Ivernel, who does » 
latto, acts well, and the rcp 
pretty. Alexino does a colored ser. 
vant in an exemplary manner, and 
rest of cast is unimportant. Pr. 
duction is inexpensive, but suf. 
ficient to give the play the exotie 
flavor it requires to be palatable. 


Mazi. 


Current Road Shows 


(May 10-22) 
“Anna Lucasta” — Nixon, Pitt, 
(10-15); Locust, Philly (17-22), 
“Annie Get Your Gun” — Aud 
L.A. (10-22). 


“Antony and Cleopatra’”—Black- 
stone, Chi. (10-22). 
“Blackouts of 1948”—El Capitan, 
L.A. (10-22). 
nn Time”—Cass, Det. (10- 
). 
“Burlesque”—Hanna, Cleve. (10- 
-15); Royal Alex., Toronto (17-22), 
“Carousel”—Aud., Cincy (10-15); 
Music Hall, K. C. (17-22). 
D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. — Shu- 
bert, Bost. (10-22). 
“First Mrs, Fraser” — Selwyn, 
Chi. (10-22). 
“Harvey”—Locust, Philly (10-15); 
Nat’l, Wash. (17-22). 
Po cate SS — Geary, Frisco (10- 


“High Button Shoes” — Opera 
House, Bost. (10-15); Gt. Northern, 
Chi. (17-22). 

“John Loves Mary”—Harris, Chi. 
(10-22). 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan”—Pin- 
ney, Boise (10-11); Mayfair, Port. 
(12-15); Vic., Victoria (17-18); Lyrie, 
Vancouver (19-22). 

“My Romance” — Gt. Northern, 
Chi. (10-15). 

“O Mistress Mine” — Metropoli- 
tan, Seattle (10-15). 

“Naughty Marietta”—C urran, 
Frisco (10-15). 

“Oklahoma!” — Biltmore, L. A. 
(10-22). 

“On Approval” — Shubert, N. 
Haven (13-15); Plymouth, Bost. 
(17-22). 

“Private Lives” — Aud., Denver 
(10-15); Met, Seattle (17-22). 

“Show Boat” — Shubert, Chi 
(10-22). 

“Sleepy Hollow” — Shubert 
Philly (10-15). 

“Student Prince” — Forrest, 
Philly (10-22). 

“The Red Mill” — Shea’s, Erie 
(10); Colonial, Akron (11-12); 
Shea’s, Jamestown (13); Strand, 
Elmira (14-15). . 

“There Goes the Bride”—Nat'l, 
Wash. (10-15); Walnut, Philly 
(17-22). 

“Winslow Boy”—Walnut, Philly 
(10-15); Nixon, Pitt. (17-22). 


Shows in Rehearsal 


| “§.S. Glencairn” (playlets)—N.¥. 
City Center Co. 

“The Vigil”—Alexander Markey. 
a cee er 




















SUMMER THEATRE 
FOR RENT! 


ablished, Equity, famous 
playhouse in Mass. resort ared 
Other business interests make ™Y 


operation of it impossible this sum 
mer and next. A little “gold-mine 
for a high-grade group. ALSO, 
Apprentice Theatre on Cape. 
theatres, complete lay-out, 
rooms, dormitory for 30.) 

Write Box 868, Variety 


154 W. 46th St, New York 19 
oo, 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 














25 West 45th Street, New York 
1623 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 46, O* 
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Literati 








Books 
More Anti-Russky 
king of 20th-Fox’s 
Saturatier oye more than 400 
dates in the week start- 
(Wed.) is figured to give 
p. Dutton’s book of the same 
E. P. ‘pon which the film is based, 
Tee ee or Igor 
nal s 
cepted ot evant code clerk with 
et's Ottawa (Canada) em- 
on April 28. Rushing the 
Sng and binding, the firm has 
Prarked it for May 17 publication. 
Dutton has still another expose 
of what life is like in present-day 
a which also will conveniently 
bow coincidentally with the pic- 
ture. Translated from the Russian 
by Nicholas Wreden, the tome is 
ed “I'll Never Go Back.’ It’s 
“true account of Russian army 
0 Mikhail Koriakov and his 
struggle to escape the physical, 
‘tual and moral subjugation of 
iife behind the iron curtain.” 





Oeschner’s State Dept. Post 

Frederick C. Oeschner, veteran 
foreign correspondent and wartime 
Office of Strategic Services aids, 
has been named special assistant 
to the State Department’s Office of 
International Information. He re- 
cently completed a special trip to 
central and eastern Europe for 
OIL 

Oesehner was Central European 
manager for United Press from 
1932 to 1942 and was interned in 
Germany for the first six months 
of the war. He later joined Gen- 
eral “Wild Bill’ Donovan in OSS 
and, after the war, served for a 
while with the occupation au- 
thorities in Berlin. 





Hesitant on Waugh Nove] 


Future of Evelyn Waugh’s novel 
“The Loved One” is giving Little 
Brown, which figures on bringing 
it out the middle of June, plenty 
of concern. Novel, result of 
Waugh’s recent Hollywood sojourn, 
appears to have been inspired by 
a famed Hollywood cemetery 
which he profiled in Life mag last 
year. 

“Loved One,” first appearing in 
the British literary mag Horizon, is 
a lugubriously comical satire on 
American undertaking with par- 
ticular reference to the Hollywood 
variety. Hero, a British film writer 
whose option wasn’t picked up, 
works in an animal mortuary called 
“The Happier Hunting Grounds”’ 
while the heroine is a mortuary 
cosmetician in a L.A. cemetery. 
a “en eo suicide and 

er is pac off to England 
ag Png film colony. “ »: 
e Brown can’t quite figure 
out whether to risk it or Be give 
spite Pg seamen date. Horizon, 
after all, doesn’t have much to lose 
ped case of a suit and Little Brown 

't too happy about holding the 
bag. ally figured in local 
literati circles that the novel, little 
more than a long short story, will 
come out as scheduled. 


Snyder’s 250G Time Suit 


Martin (“Colonel”) Sn 

yder, for- 
mer husband of Ruth Etting, 
We filed suit in Cook County, 
court, asking for 
be me es from Time, Inc. 
Me 5 ims Time article of 
4 » 47, describing the come- 
pes, of Miss Etting in the theatri- 
“Chinn referred to Snyder as a 
that Peps gunman,” and mentioned 

- onal 12 yor be in jail. 
was for the shooting 
Mel Alderman, singer's present 
Say ve fh — years ago, but 
won, so woe aeeed, conviction and 





tweets on Strawhat Theatres 


lets about strawhat 
Pieattes, Probably the most com- 
Net ever published on the sub- 
is “Bluens issued last week. One 
compile nt for Summer Theatre,” 
Richard 7 edited and published by 
(100 Beckhard and John Effrat 
The ees: $1.50). 
other is “Summer Theatre 
andbook _ edited and published 
Roth Friedman (48 Pages; $1). 
the oe on sale at newsstands in 
“pi” York theatre district. 
weed ky ee to and 
A she American Na- 
enna! Theatre Academy. After two 
. " On the general strawhat 
from ‘th covers the subject fully 


and from the creative and 

pen wel — Specific information 

Plovee Sulnoeenn, for various em- 
appendix lists the princi 

st s rincipal 

i an Managements, the tot 

tion te and the basic informa- 

lee, oi ut 200 of their most popu- 

,Plays, the texts of various 


u 
addreeg contracts, the names and 


trade and New York papers (and 
their drama editors and critics), 
major film companies and radio 
networks, and the theatrical supply 
companies. It all adds up to a 
mountain of data on all phases of 
the strawhat picture. 


“Handbook,” although less com- 
plete (about half the number of 
pages, including numerous ads), it 
also contains more genera! infor- 
mation than previously published 
works on the subject. It has a de- 
tailed list of active strawhats, con- 
densed suggestions on operation, 
and lists of New York and out-of- 
town newspapers, and names of 
agents, theatrical supply firms and 
principal play availabilities. It is 
also an extremely useful booklet 
for strawhat operation. Hobe. 





Parton Buys Coast Weeklies 
James Parton, president of the 
newly formed Los Angeles Inde- 
pendent Publishing Co., announced 
the purchase of a chain of seven 
weekly newspapers in L. A. terri- 
tory, with an aggregate circulation 
of 45,000. Papers are the West 
Los Angeles Independent, Venice 
Independent, Santa Monican, West- 
wood Villager, Rancho Park News, 
Ocean Park. News and Sunday 
Morning Home News. 


since 1935. Other officers of the 


Parton has been with Time, Inc., | 





new company are Merrill Lord, 
veepee and treasurer, and Gerald 
P. Rosen, 
counsel. Lord was formerly budget 
director of the Hearst Newspapers. 

Sheets are throwaways but pur- 
chase is seen as first step towards 
developing chain into a new daily 
newspaper. 


N. Y. Guild’s Salute to Pix 


Saluting film producers for their 
current cycle of racial tolerance 
pix, Newspaper Guild of New York 
presented a “Page One” award to 
the motion picture industry at its 
annual ball last Thursday (5). 
Francis S. Harmon, v.p. of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, ac- 
cepted the award in behalf of Eric 
Johnston. MPAA prexy. 

Elia Kazan also received an 
award for directing “Gentleman’s 
Agreement” and Montgomery Clift 
accepted one for David Wechsler, 
producer of “The Search.” Ginger 
Rogers made the presentations. 








The Chinese Treaty 
Protests from 
trade are still holding up Senate 
ratification of the controversial 
Chinese treaty. The pact, negoti- 
ated by the State Department and 
signed by U. S. and Chinese offi- 
cials in 1946, is being studied by 
the Senate foreign relations com- 
mittee. At hearings last week in 
Washington, various publisher 
spokesmen criticized phases of the 
treaty dealing with international 
copyright. The committee has also 
been receiving considerable mail 
expressing opposition to the pact. 


Nix N. Y. Authors Guild Setup 

Proposed formation of a New 
York committee in the Authors 
Guild to meet regularly to deal 
with purely local matters has been 
voted down by the national mem- 
bership, 538 to 152. Guild council 
opposed the measure, which was 
suggested by the dissident Commit- 
tee for Action group. 

Membership meeting of the 
Guild has been called for May 26, 
at the Beekman Tower hotel, N. Y., 
for a report by the membership 
committee and Other matters. 








DPS’ Editions of B’way Plays 

“The Heiress,” drama by Ruth 
and Augustus Goetz, will be pub- 
lished in cloth edition by the 
Dramatists Play Service. The play 
is current at the Biltmore, N. Y. 
Two recent Broadway shows also 
slated for publication sy DPS are 
Terence Rattigan’s “The Winslow 
Boy” ‘cloth) and J. B. Priestley’s 
“An Inspector Calls’ ‘(paper edi- 
tion). All will be ready in June or 
July. 





CHATTER 

John O’Hara’s new novel due 
next spring. 

Forrest Sievers is the new art 
director for Script mag. 

Joe Smith (& Charles Dale), vet 
vaudevillian, doing his autobi- 
ography. : : 

Colliers will serialize “Marriage 
'48,”’ co-authored by Vera Caspary 
and Isadore Goldsmith. _ 

Wingy Manone’s autobiography, 
“Trumpet on the Wing,” will be 
published by Doubleday & Co. 

Pete Martin is in Hollywood 
rounding up material on “The 
Dave Siegel Story” for Satevepost. 

Pic magazine is doing a story on 
the operations of Bill Pine and 
rsa Thomas, producers of action 
films. 





®s of talent agents, t 
Steve zo iations, theatrical’ producers, 


"ees “eoeea: 


the publishing | 


“Tunnel 13,” dealing with train 
robbers, hits the book stalls this 
week. 

Don Iddon, New York corre- 
spondent of the London Daily Mail, 
has returned to England for a 
month’s furlough. 

Ezra Goodman now working on 


a story about the Beverly Hills 
police for Pageant and a piece on 
Paul Mantz for Coronet. 


N. Y. News columnist Danton 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 











Las Vegas, May 8. 
One of the things New Yorkers rarely appreciate is that it is almost 
impossible to sneak in and catch their town at its worst. By plane, sea 
or land, it’s a front-door approach. Even trains plunge underground so 
that visitors emerge not through endless washlines and dismal back- 
yards but within blocks of Times Square. 





Walker submitting his “Cafe Cav- 


alcade” columns on nitery history | 


for publication in book form. 


Irwin Shaw’s first novel and Wil- 
liam Faulkner’s first novel in 11 
years, to be titled “Intruder In 
Dust,” will be published by Ran- 
dom House. Shaw’s as yet untitled. 

Bert Andrews, head of the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune’s D. C. bureau, and 
the 1948 Heywood Broun and Pulit- 
zer prizewinner, has completed 
“Washington Witch Hunt” for Ran- 
om House. 

Chicago Sun-Times’ story con- 
cerning highbrow oil paintings, 
telling of a wrangle between Lon- 
den critics and an artist who 
painted his model three times on 
the same canvas, was captioned: 
“Critix say mix to 3 way pix.” 

Henry Denker, scripter of “The 


Greatest Story Ever Told” radio | 


series, has written a _ prizefight 
novel, “Killer Instinct,” which 
Crowell will publish in the fall. 
Ingrid Hallen, of the Mildred Fen- 
ton office, represented the author. 


“Night Rider” by Robert Penn 
Warren, ’46 Pulitzer novelist for 


|his “All the King’ Carn ; 
secretary and general | King’s Men,” is being 


reissued. It was originally pub- 


| lished in 1937 by Houghton Mifflin 


but because of the subsequent 
a Random House: will repub- 
ish. 


Murray Bloom's lead article in 


of showbiz people as victims of the | 

racket. His article, “For Young 

Adults Only” in the May 22 issue 

of Collier’s is about a peacetime 

USO setup in Madison, Wis., run 

py young men and women in their 
iF 


Ward Greene's “Star Reporter,” 
collection of the greatest news- 
paper stories which the King Fea- 
tures editor is editing, is due next 
fall. It includes no war stories, else 
it would run into many volumes. 
Greene asked 400 editors to make 
nominations. Incidentally, one ex- 
editor complied by nominating 


June issue of Cosmopolitan, “This | 
Is Blackmail” includes a number | 


No other city in the world has quite matched this midway approach. 
_On the other hand, no town in either the old world or the new can give 
| you quite as much contrast on entering its city limits as Las Vegas, 
| Nev., the desert Riviera and bargain-basement Monte Carlo. 

If you come by way of L. A. you motor across 150 miles of so much 
desolation that even coyotes, rattlesnakes, tarantulas, scorpions and 
| bagslingers have become discouraged and turned back. Those whose 
| courage exceeds their discretion come suddenly on an Elk’s idea of 
| paradise, a mirage that turns out to be made of such solid substance 
| that it cost $5,000,000, has 100 air-cooled pastel-shaded, badly-managed 
| rooms, a swimming pool, acres of green lawns, a dining room that can 

seat 1,400 and a gamut of gaming devices which have either paid for all 

this sandblasted magnificence or are keyed to do so so fast as to make 
| bankers’ heads swim. 

If.you stop at the first place you meet, your first shock will be that 
even the hotel has its lobby in the gambling casino. To go to your 
| room, to go to the dining room, to get a stamp, you'll have to pass 
| through those clicking customs officers and their dice, cards and 
| wheels. This model is practically inescapable anywhere in Vegas. 

From this $5,000,000 port of entry, you soon run into others of like 
character though of different architecture. Altogether there are at 
| least 100 places to sleep in the daytime and play at night. More than 





|a baker’s dozen have cost a million to build. 

Between the extremes of Glitter Gulch and the faraway Flamingo 
are the extremes of gambling. You can win or lose as little as a nickel 
|'at one end of town and as much as $150,000 at the other. At the 
| seamier end you can see winos picking up butts and the other end pat- 

ting them. Everything is legal except punchboards. 

| Even Reno seems to have a run of higher-grade ore than Vegas. 
| This could be because Reno recruited its dealers from San Fran- 
| cisco, whereas Vegas got its easy aces from as far west as L. A. (after 
| that town had broken up a $150,000,000 combination between the 
| underworld and law enforcement in 1938) and as far east as the Purple 
| Gang of Detroit and Murder, Inc., of Brooklyn, U. S. A. 


Benny’s Bum Rush 

An instance of how difficult the boys are finding it to adjust them- 
selves to urbanity even in an area where almost anything is legal is 
reflected in this tale of the late Benj. Siegal. A well-dressed and 
well-mannered gangster, he had small patience with western ways 
but no means of distinguishing true from false. 

He once thought he caught a croupier around the Flamingo pool. 
The guy was in shirtsleeves and wearing a black bow tie which 
dealers frequently affect. He told the guy to take a powder, and 
when his instructions were ignored, he added: “Scram! You're fired!” 

The directive left the recipient bewildered. He walked into the 
bar and asked, “Who’s that jerk out there at the pool? I am a guest 
and worth $12,000,000, and he says I’m fired!” 

Money has unique terms around Vegas. They don’t speak of “change” 
and “folding money” but of “soft money” and “hard money.” Bills 
are soft money, coins hard money. The silver dollar is used most 
because it is easy to count and easy to see. 

This hard money is easy t6 conceal, too. Dealers make $120 a week 
in salary and another $300 in tokens from players. Owners have a 





four of his own stories. 

Following up his recent pam- 
phlet about the United Nations, | 
Fred Smith has published another | 


brochure under the Graphics 
Group imprint ent'tled “How to 
Think About Business’; 30-page 


pamphlet is an all-out defense of 
the American economic system and 
is being sold in bulk to corpora- | 
tions for distribution to their em- 
ployees. 











Tele’s War Role 


Continued from page 1 





planes for artillery spotting, gun 
control, map-making and other re- 
connaissance work; observation of 
dangerous operations from remote 
or protected positions; guidance of 
radio-controlled aerial bombs, fly- 
ing torpedoes and other guided 
missiles. 


“Such a list of possibilities could | 
be expanded,” Sarnoff said. “But 
the important consideration for us 
is to do all within our power to 
bring about the fullest practical 
utilization of these and the other 
new developments of modern 
science. By so doing, we will make 
a worthwhile contribution to mili- 
tary preparedness and to national 
security.” 














Rail Peace 


Continued from page 1! 





had been. dispatching all perform- | 
ers by plane. Consequently, a/| 
plane seat shortage resulted that’s 
still in effect. Few, having made 
plane reservations are cancelling 
despite the fact that railroad 
passage is freely available. 


All those from the east and mid- 
west planning to attend the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters con- 
vention in Los Angeles, will leave 
by the end of the week by plane, 
space having been bought in ad- 
vance of the strike. 


The rail strike cancellation 
comes as a particular help to N. Y. 
cafes, restaurants and hotels. Any 
protracted stoppage would have 
resulted in a food shortage, and 
what would be available would 
have to be bought at inflated prices. 


practice of taking about $300 apiece “off the top” before entering 
the night’s take in the books. It’s pretty difficult for Uncle Sam to 
get his finger on this hard money, though a pari-mutuel system of 
tokens and tickets, which would have to be cashed going in and 
out of the casinos, could eliminate much of the trouble. 

You hear much, of course, of lucky stiffs taking huge sums out 
of these places, but the ones you meet personally seem to have 
dropped their rolls, hocked their Cadillacs and planed home on ex- 
tended credit. Only recently Joe E. Lewis dropped $8,000 in one 
night, and one Texas oilman dropped half a million. 

In fact most habitues of Vegas feel like guys who have built a yacht 
in the cellar and couldn’t get it out. It’s a rich setup when viewed from 


afar, but inside most of them are in hock to each other and can’t break 


loose if they want to. Various games have become specialized fields 
and each specialist kmows that his is a sucker’s game, so he plays the 
other fellow’s. And, of course, he loses and has to go back to his 
own game to recoup. Some day they may have to cancel each others 
tabs and start all over again. 

Can’t Lose—the House That Is 

The percentage is so much in favor of the house that it explains 
why Vegas can pay such fantastic salaries to nite club entertainers, 
and bands, and drop all minimums, cover charges and the like. They 
can give a dinner for two for five bucks that would be ridiculous if 
the clients didn’t have to pass those gambling devices going in and out 
of the dining rooms. 

Terry McGovern, who changed Tucson from a cactus plant into 
the desert delight it is today, tells of a Texas oilman who was nuts 
on racing quarter horses. He thought he had the best in the world 
and said as much in Vegas. Challenged, he ordered his horse 
despatched from Texas for a $10,000 side bet. ; 

Between the time his horse could be shipped to Vegas and the 
day set for the race, the Texan played the tables. He wanted the 
limit taken off the front line of the craps table. The gamblers 
demurred on that one but submitted a counter-proposal. They offered 
to remove the limit from the whole field, a sucker switch, and he 
fell for it. 

Within a few days the syndicate took him for $500,000. But his 
horse won the $10,000 side bet hands down, sending him back to his 
oilwells feeling like the guy who broke the bank at Monte Carlo. 


Whether the race was one of those things, deponeths sayeth aught. 


Another Texan, R. E. Griffith, took an insult to his solvency and 
parlayed it into the most magnificent place in all Vegas. Having lost 
all his cash on hand one Saturday night, he tried to cash a check 
for $1,000. As he owned theatre chains in Texas, Arkansas and New 
Mexico it was a shock to him to find that a gambling joint would not 
honor his signature. . 

In fact it burned him so he decided to run the two-bit gamblers 
out of business by building a place which would bury theirs under 
its magnificence. In the end he released the production as The Last 
Frontier and up to the present at least it’s the last word. 

Not content with his hostelry he proceeded to buy a snow-capped 
mountain about an hour’s run from Vegas and proceeded to make 
it the San Moritz of the Mojave Desert. He chartered planes to trans- 
port clients free from L. A., gave them free meals as well, figuring it 
would all come back at the gaming tables. 

The percentage in his favor was not quite that high, but he gave the 
town a great name and the natives thought he was terrific. He might 
have elevated the other gamblers to his own grandiose levels, but 
unfortunately he died at the height of his beautiful bender. _ 

Another like him may come along, and when he does Las Vegas 
will drop all invisible clips and relax in the lap of luxury and play 
down gambling. People will play without pushing and indeed some 
of them ought to be discouraged from doing so. With a proper public 
relations job we may live to see the day when Vegas will be exporting 





Also, the lack of travelers would 





Milton Raison’s new novel, 


have caused a b.o. downbeat. 


mit 


might 


ballets to Monte Carlo, which would be a cute switch and one that 
even save the Marshall Plan. 
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Broadway 


Singer Kitty Kallen discharged 
from the French hospital. 

Baritone Igor Gorin vacationing 
after 55-city concert tour. 


Douglas Byng, British nitery 
comic, returned to England last 
week. 

Irving Pichel off to London last 
week on a four-wee} junket to 
“scout talent.” 

Eddie Elkort, of MCA’s cafe 
dept:, back’ at his desk following 
a lengthy illness. 

Jules Levey back from Europe, 
where he studied production pos- 
sibilities in Britain anc France. — 

Joan M. Lyman,. secretary in 
Universal’s accessory sales dept., 
tagged as Miss Subways for May. 

Joe Glaser, head of the As- 
sociated ‘Booking agency, planning 
to reopen his Coast office next 
month. 

Karen Lewis, member of the 
“Oklahoma!” ensemble, cover gal 
for May issues of American mag 
and Salute. 

“Uncle” Henry Berlinghoff and 
Hugo Morris both back at their 
posts with the Wiiiiam Morris 
agency after illnesses. 

Woodchuck Club, new midtown 
social organization, held its first 
gettogether at the Woodstock 
hotel last Thursday (6). 

Dick Condon, ex-Disney and 
20th-Fox, with Columbia Pictures 
for special flack assignments on 
“The Loves of Carmen.” 

James Franey, prez of United 
World Films, heading for the Coast 
Friday (14) for a fast huddle with 
Universal’s studio toppers. 

Jack Goldstein, ex-RKO studio 
eastern rep, giving up his Walter 
Kane agency association on the 
Coast and may return to N. Y. 

Anatole Litvak, who sailed for 
France last week, may produce and 
direct a film there in association 
with a French filmmaking firm. 

Jack Robbins a grandpop for the 
first time when his son, Howard 
(Buddy), a veepee of J. J. Robbins 
& Co., becoming father of a son. 

Universal’s British chieftain Ben 
Henry farewell-luncheoned by the 
entire U exec staff, from Nate 
Blumberg down, prior to sailing 
home. 

Frank “Bring "Em Back Alive” 
Buck, recuperating in San Angelo, 
Texas, from a recent operation; 
expected back in N. Y. late this 
month. 

Arthur I. Weinberg, son of Col- 
umbia circuit sales exec Lou Wein- 
berg, and a graduate of Harvard 
Law School, has passed his N. Y. 
State bar exam. 

Elsie Kaufman, Columbia Pic- 
tures homeoffice ad - publicity 
staffer for the last 20 years, resign- 
ing Friday (14) to await the birth 
of her first child. 

Universal has named Herbert H. 
Tonks to the post of Far East su- 
pervisor, He fills the spot vacant 
since Michael Bergher moved over 
for homeoffice chores. 


the affair, which is being hosted 
by 20th’s divisional sales managers. 


secretary. Latter’s on Equity’s of- 
fice staff. 

Ex-Paramounteer Chris Dunphy 
renewed oid acquaintances at the 
Bing Crosby birthday party ten- 
dered by Par, before sailing for 
Scotland for the golf tournament. 
Dunphy, personally well fixed, is 
an expert amateur golfer. 

Bill Bendix planes out to the 
Coast today (Wed.) in time for his 
Saturday “Life of Riley” series. 
While New Yorking, Bendix shot 
some scenes at the Yankee stadium 
Sunday (9) for the “Life of Babe 
Ruth” in which he plays the Babe. 
Twentieth-Fox sales chief Andy 
Smith, Jr., will be feted with a 
testimonial dinner May 29 at the 
Waldorf on the first anniversary of 
his job. Spyros Skouras to emcee 


Mrs. Lew (Edith) Wasserman, 
wife of the MCA prez, virtually 
making her nocturnal office at the 
Copacabana during her N. Y. visit | 
because of her liking of the Jerry | 
Lewis-Dean Martin comedy team. | 
(And MCA doesn’t even handle 
the act.) 

Madeleine White and Steve Ed- 
wards, pub-ad directors for Allied 
Artists and Republic respectively, 
elected to the advertising and 
publicity directors committee of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica. Both companies _ recently 
joined the MPAA. 

Jock Lawrence working on his 
book, “How to Be Famous” (via 
Soundscriber' dictation system) 
while bedded at Medical Centre 
following minor surgery. Veepee 
of J. Arthur Rank Organization 
(of America) still plans sailing for 
London end-of-this-month with his | 
wife, for threemonth stay setting 
up Rank campaigns for U. S. 


Mexico City 


Esther Williams selling her 
mansion at Acapulco. 


Ana Maria Gonzalez, 
torchsinger, 
work. 
Emilia Guiu, Spanish pic actress, 
heading vaudeville at the Teatro 
Ideal. ; 

Neguib Simon reportedly 
dropped $100,000 (U. S.) in run- 
ning the San Souci nitery. 
Spanish dancer, Antonio de 
Triana and his troupe topping the 
floor show at El Patio nitery. 
Ciro’s, in paid ads in local prints, 
spikes rumors that it’s to shutter 
pronto because of progressively 
poorer biz. 

Marco Aurelio Galindo, pic 
writer, to do public relations for 
the National Cinematographic 
Commission. 

Fernando Soler, dean of Mexi- 
can dramatic actors, reelected prez 
of Mexico’s Academy of Cinema- 
tographic Arts and Sciences, his 
third term. 

Dramatic season at Teatro 
Arbeu here headed by Fernando 





Mexican 
to Spain for stage 





fast flop, reportedly $6,000 (U.S.) 
e red. 


Rodgers & Hammerstein giving | jn th 


a party at the Pierre Saturday 
(22) to celebrate the second an- 
niversary of ther “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” current at the Imperial. 


David O. Selznick vacationed in 
Bermuda over the st weekend. 
He left New York Friday and re- 
turned Monday. Uncertain yet as 
to date of departure for Coast. 


Ned Schuyler, who operates the 
Beachcomber nitery in Miami 
Beach, in town for a few days to 
line up talent for a planned sum- 
mer reopening of his club July 1. 

Al Rickard, broker in the Arthur 
Fisher office, heading a commit- 
tee to provide aid to a former 

-USO-Camp Shows booker, who 
pes evicted’ from his Brooklyn 
ome. 


William Wyler, Paramount pro- 
ducer-director, recipient of the 
French Legion of Honor bestowed 
on him in Los Angeles by Alex- 
andre de Manziarly, French consul 
in that city. 


Robert Breen, executive-secre- 
tary of the American National The- 
atre & Academy, in New York, has 
been trying for three weeks to 
contact Nils Asther, former film 
player, but still no dice. f 


The Johnny Greens (Bunny Wa- 
ters) back to the Coast after his 
trip east to greet the body of his 
brother, Dick Green, who was 
killed in a plane crash in South 
America during the war. 


Testimonial dinner for Sol 
Bloom, Congressman from New 
York and w.k in vet show biz 
circles, is being held at the Hotel 
Commodore June 10 for the ben- 
efit of a Palestine hospital. 


Film execs and directors of the 
Will Rogers Memorial Fund will 
meet in Gus Eyssell’s office in Ra- 
dio City Music Hall Thursday (13) 
to discuss plans for financing the 
industry’s ke Saranac hospital. 

Dr. Ben B. Broaude, a dentist, 
elected president of the N. Y. 
chapter of the International Broth- 
erhood of Magicians, with Al- 


Picture Production Workers 
Union has joined the National 
Electricians Confederation, one of 
Mexico’s most powerful labor or- 
ganizations. 

Mexico has plenty pic rawstock 
for the while. Kodak Mexicana, 
largest supplier of this material, 

laned in two tons, relieving a 
ooming shortage. 

“Captain From Castille” (20th- 
Fox), currently at three firstrun 
cinemas, was praised for its pho- 
tography and tinting but panned 
for allegedly “distorting Mexican 
history” editorially by Ultimas No- 
ticas, leading local sheet. 

Argentina has banned three 
Mexican pix—“Gran Casino,” “A 
Media Luz’ and “La Corte del 
Faraon.” While 34’Argentine pix 
pix were exhibited in Mexico last 
year, only 25 Mexicans were 
screened in the Argetine in 1947. 


By Hal Cohen 

Mrs. Mike Cullen in from St. 
Louis to visit friends for couple of 
weeks. 

Lyle Harding, manager of WB 
Sheridan Square, off to Florida on 
vacation. 

Hank Whitehouse and Lindsay 
Lovelies went from here for date 
in Havana. 

Ex-actor Dillon Ferris, now a 
mag lensman, here for check-up at 
Magee hospital. 

“Steps of Sand,” Carnegie Tech’s 
latest play, is by Bert Pollock, stu- 
dent in drama department. 

Dick Walsh’s new bride a Play- 
house widow while he’s rehearsing 
for “Widow From Wyoming.” 

Joe Bahm became a grandfather 
twice on same day when two of his 
daughters gave birth to girls. 

Lisa Bourdin, French model, 
plugging “Arch of Triumph” and 
aiding in Security Bond drive. 

George Jaffe coming around all 
right and will be out of hospital 








fred Eltinge the new _Tecording 





any day. He’s been there eight 
weeks. ay 


| staged at t r 
|year and has since done well on 


Soler and Maria Tereza Montoya, | Gun 


London 


Renee Houston suing for divorce 
from Pat Ahearne, now in Holly- 


wood. 

Sir Hugh Roberton, founder and 
conductor of the Glasgow Orpheus 
Choir, injured in auto accident. 

Bernard Delfont has bought the 
touring rights of “Hellzapoppin 
which he will send out when show 
closes at Princes some time ‘in 
July. 

Patti Morgan, 18-year-old Aus- 
tralian film actress, engaged to 
Victor Silvester, son of bandleader 
Victor Silvester, whose _ business 
manager he is. 

Leslie Posner, formerly general 
manager for Hyams Bros. and 
Gaumont-British theatres, is now 
theatrical supervisor for Associated 
British Picture Corp. 

Arthur Askey planning a return 
to the West End in a new musical 
comedy, with music by Manning 
Sherwin. Show will mark return to 
management of Jack Waller. Ten- 
tative title is “The Kid From Strat- 
ford.” 

Clark Bros., who went into the 
Mh mapa x company at the 
Princes following their successful 
season on the same bill at the 
Casino, have four weeks’ return 
booking at the Casino when the 
show ends in July. Then to Paris 
before returning to the states. 

“Diamond Lil” succeeded at the 


| Prince of Wales’ Monday (10) by a 


three-week season of Ladislas 
Fodor’s biblical play, “The Vigil,” 
starring Douglass Montgomery. 
Play had oe reception when 

e Embassy early in the 


tour 


Harold Keel, until recently play- 
ing the role of Curly in “Okla- 
homa!,”signed by Anthony Have- 


lock-Allan for a key part in his 
first independent production for 
Constellation Films, “A Small 
Voice.” in which Valerie Hobson 
stars. Pic being directed by Fergus 
McDonnell. 





Chicago 

Alice Blue, former WGN pianist, 
down with arthritis attack. 

Danny Newman handling - the 
press for “Shylock and His Daugh- 
ter.” 

Comic Jack Waldron winds up 
seven years of camp shows this 
month. 

John Lambour and John Golden 
back to New York to pick up 
scripts. 

Frank Libuse bedded in his su- 
burban home here after minor 
operation. 

“High Button Shoes,” with Eddie 
Foy, Jr., in the Phil Silvers role, 
opens May 18 at recently reopened 
Great Northern theatre. 

Dorothy Shay, vocal star on 
Spike Jones radio show, penciled 
in to sub for Ethel Merman during 
vacation from “Annie Get Your 


Ian Keith, film actor who re- 
cently completed “Three Musket- 
eers,” here to do series of com- 
mercial pictures and _ television 
shots. 

Joyce Thoresen, Chi model re- 
cently chosen “Miss Photoflash” 
by press photogs association, to 
rn for role in “My Dear Secre- 
ary.” 





Detroit 


By Stan Worris 

Ted Weems at New Casino Ball- 
room, Walled Lake. 

Pat O’Shea, Irish tenor, -off for 
stint at 400 Club in St. Louis. 

Kid Ory’s “Jazz At New Orleans” 
concert in Music Hall last Friday 
(7) cancelled because of small ad- 
vance sale. 

Cancer fund benefit sponsored 
by Bull Moose Jackson and other 
King Record stars netted $1,800 at 
Paradise theatre. 

Bud-Guest preemed “Let’s’ Get 
Around” over WJT Tuesday (11), 
a program of on-the-spot tape re- 
cordings around Detroit and Michi- 


gan. 

Elizabeth Firestone, socialite 
composer due home from London 
this week, offered chore of doing 
musical score for Bob Montgom- 
rs forthcoming “Come Be My 

ove. 





Vienna 

Josefstaedter theatre rehearsing 
Ferdinand Bruckner’s “Timor.” 

John Drinkwater’s “Abraham 
Lincoln” on program of American 
Red-White-Blue broadcast here. 

U. S. A., England, France, Italy 
and Austria participated in Salz- 
burg film festival week, May 2-8. 

Napoleon play with the shortest 
possible title, “N,” by Arnold 
Bronnen, will preem in Lintz, Up- 
per Austria. 

Professor Storch to Paris as 
Austrian delegate for conference 
of International Union of Scientific 
Cinemesnaneeny, 

Dr. Rudo ecznski, composer 














of “Wien, Pur Du Allein” and other 
popular songs, received “honorary 
ring” of city of Vienna. 

a-De-Ko (House of Comics) 
nitery has switched to something 
unknown here—non-stop shows. 
Hour and half eabaret programs, 
starting at 2 p.m., with last one at 
10 p.m. 





Paris 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke in Paris 
for 10 days. 
John Powell, after a Paris 


junket, to Frankfurt radio. 

RKO territorial chieftains in 
town for Phil Reisman meet. 
Theatre grosses suffering from 
the slowGown strike in the subway 
system. 

Pianist Nicolas Orloff concertiz- 
ing again in Paris after 10 years 
interval. 

Elen Bossia, Greek songbird, 
stopping the show at the Opera 
Comique. 

Madeleine Lebau, who was in 
Hollywood, now starred in “Secret 
of Monte Cristo,” rolling in Epi- 
nay. 

Barbara Laage postponing her 
return to America because offered 
the film chore Martin Carroll 
turned down. 

The Charlivels to leave the new 
Lido revue Oct. to open Oct. 15 
at Latin Quarter, N. Y., in the 
Sophie Tucker show. 

Art Ford here for three broad- 
casts on French Radiodiffusion for 
PIX and a tele short for Daily 
News WXAN Junel5. 
“Clochemerle” pic okayed by 
Cabinet provided’ some cuts are 
made, with the censor board be- 
latedly endorsing the Cabinet. 
Reber Ferdinand to have his 
play, “Neuf al la Banque” (“The 
Banker Wins the Point’) done in 
Brussels with Jules Berry to act a 
gambler. 

Frederico Garcia Lorca’s “House 
of Bernarda,” which clicked last 
year in Paris, will again be done 
when the currently shuttered Stu- 
dio des Champs Elysees reopens. 
Simone Volterra busy with her 
Marigny where she’s opening a 
Jazz Session and prepping the 
Roland Petit ballets. 

Charles Trenet suing for $15,000 
damages from the football clubs 
which invited him to sing in Ro- 
anne, following which he was 
mobbed when he refused to sing 
after appearing very late. 

Bernard Hilda back at his Club 
Champs Elysees and packing them 
in, with Jane Morgan helping at 
the mike and the Mexican dancers 
Teresa and Luis Sillo, of the Car- 
men Amaya troupe, doubling 
there. 

Ballet mistress Stella Yapapa, 
formerly a lawyer, suing Henri 
Varna and defending herself in 
her own case, alleging he in- 
fringed her rights by lifting some 
of her choreography in current 
Casino de Paris revue now nearly 
two years old. 


Miami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 

Lord Tarleton hotel, sold last 
week. will be renamed Hyde Park. 

New Sherry Frontenac hotel, a 
250 roomer, setting up latest gim- 
micks in cocktail lounge. 

Latin trade expected here in 
summer season has led to most 
niteries setting up rhumba shows. 

Ned Schuyler, still in N. Y. on 
talent hunt for July reopening of 
Beachcomber, having trouble get- 
ting lineup. 

Mt. Sinai Hospital, according to 
new prexy, Max Orovitz, will have 
AGVA room, for indigent perform- 
ers who live or play in area. 


Copenhagen 


Pierino Gamba, 10-year-old con- 
ductor, a_ terrific hit conduct- 
ing the Copenhagen Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 


Biering Petersen, 50, both man- 
ager and orchestral conductor of 
Denmark’s only operetta theatre, 
Norrebros teater, died after a 
heart attack. 


Ole Palsbo, former film and legit 
critic, has scored this winter as a 
film director with pic, “Take What 
You'll Have,” and is now debuting 
at legit director, staging “All My 
Sons” for Alle-Scenen. 











San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 
Lena Horne clicking at Fair- 
mont, drawing biggest biz since 
Hildegarde. 
Al Wallace, orch leader at House 
Of Harris, town’s newest disk- 
jockey via KSAN. 


Gayle V. Grubb, KGO manager, 
convalescing following operation at 
Stanford hospital. 


Abbott and Costello here for p.a. 





1. Darsgeoust when their “Noose 
gs High” opens. — 





Hollywood 


Allan Dwan has Virus x 
Al Vaughan bedded by m 
Joe Pasternak to Hono} 
veo. etymis 
argaret O’Brien ret 
her first tour of Europe,” 


Jack Gross back at his RKO desk 


after a stretch in hospital. 


Peter O’Crotty and Bill Milligan 


organized a publicity outfit, 


a 


ul 


from 


arriet Parsons checked 
RKO after a nine-week vein 


Edgar Bergen sails June 
junket to Scandinavian coun 


Rita Johnson to San Fran 
to entertain wounded Servicemen 


Charles Korvin to 
benefit 
Wars. 


Robert R. Young Suesting 


of Veterans 


Seattle for 
Of Foreign 


With 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., in Santa 


Monica. 

Ann Sothern recovering 
shock and bruises after an 
collision. 

Cecil B. DeMille to Wa 


to appear before the House 
committee. 


from 
auto 


labor 


Louis De Rochemont in to 
huddles with Metro on a serlere 


documentaries. 


Donald O’Connor goes to So 
Africa in July for Johannesbury 


Diamond Jubilee. 
Slavko Vorkapich, montag 


e di- 


rector, named head of cinema de. 


partment at USC. 


Robert R. Young in town 
series of confabs 
Krim, Eagle-Lion prexy. 


for a 


with Arthur 


John H. Auer injured by a fall- 


ing platform while directing 
“Drums Along Amazon” at Re 
public. 

Faith Domergue planed to 


Buenos Aires to join her husband, 
Hugo Fregonese, who is making an 


indie film there. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 





“Naked City” (U) doing strong 


biz. 


Rhodesia following Union's lead 
by setting up commission to in 
uire into broadcasting situation 


there. 


Sir Michael Balcon, British pro- 
ducer, here on-the Athlone Castle 
with Lady Balcon. Said his visit 


was purely a holiday. 
Webster Booth and Ann Z 


iegler 


doing broadcasts from Cape Town, 
Johannesburg and Durban during 
stopover on voyage to Australia. 


Sir Thomas Beecham to 


visit 


South Africa in August when all 


SABC studio orchestras will 


com- 


bine with Cape Town and Johat- 


nesburg Mun 
der his baton. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 





cipal Orchestras W- 


Vincent Lopez inked to bring his 


band here May 24 for dance 


by local Republican Committee. 
Duncan Sisters, currently at Club 


Cairo, are readying their 
biographies in book and film 


auto- 
form. 


Ilka Chase, here in ‘‘There Goes 
the Bride,” helped local hospital 
benefit with a fashion commentary 


stint. 


Variety Club’s annual Mother's 


Day luncheon stponed to 


17, with Mrs. John 


nyder, wife of 


Treasury boss, guest of honor. 


Barnum 


Ringling Bros. 
Tuesday 


Bailey here next 


and 
(18), 


with the usual week stint cut to 
days because of D. C. upped licens 


ing fee. 


Eric Johnston, as chairman of 


the Congressional Awards Co 
tee, made Collier awards 
Alben W. 
Rep. Christian Herter (R., 


last week. 


Minneapolis 





) and 
D., : 
Barkley ( Ky ) 


By Les Rees 
Dean Murphy into Hotel Nicollet 


Minnesota Terrace. 


w to’ ped 
Hotel Radisson floor sho Pe Pate. 


by Jack Marshall and Nype 


Reel Fellows’ club annual 
and dance at Hotel Nicollet 
record crowd. 


show 
drew 


Flame, Duluth nitery, start tly 


floor show policy with fo 
change of bill. ‘ 
Bloomington, territory S 
Drive-In in Minneapolis sU 
launched second season. 


only 


burbs, 


KSTP has television exhibit in 


Radio City theatre, plugging 
spot’s films over the air. 


d to play f 
Eddie Howard — Minneapolis 


di gras 


Coronation ball 
Aquatennial summer mar 


it 


t ca 
Illness of Alfred Lun Mistres 


cancellation of “O, 


Mine” Lyceum engagement le 
24-26, leaving “Carousel bye cost 
June 7 only remaining legi 


show booking. 
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VIOLA ALLEN sta 
uh , a tress an 
Viola Allen, ars, died in New 
May 9 


Allen had been in the thea- 


sya ser re 
dramas. r re- 
Shakes she <a active in fraternal 
tions of the theatre and 


ctor of theatrical 
ws <6 euehe was the widow of 
E. C. Duryea. 


len was the daughter of 

= en actor, C. Leslie 

Alien. He schooled her in read- 

of Shakespearean verse, 

she never had been trained 

stage career. It was the only 

coac she had bee gg ” bm 
in the title role o 

- - at the old Madison 

Garden theatre, N. Y.. : 

Her father was in the play’s 

cast when its leading lady, Annie 

Russell, decided to take a sum- 

mer’s rest. Miss Allen took over 

for her and scored an outstanding 


rom then until a eeapeé 
Shakespearean and other ciass 
ines, ——, os 
Cordelia and Juliet, wi suc 
leading actors as John McCul- 
jough, Tommaso Salvini and Joseph 
Jefferson. , 
Then she became leading lady of 
Charles Frohman’s Empire Theatre 
y in New York. She was 
lly successful in “Liberty 
Hall,” “The Masqueraders,” “Sow- 


he was elected president of the 
Atlantic City Amusements Assn. 
Surviving are his widow, a son, 


Warren F., veepee of the Apollo 
chain, and a daughter. 


FRANK GARDNER 

Frank Gardner, vet vaude per- 
former who appeared for years in 
a turn known as Gardner & Vin- 
cent, jumped or fell to his death 
May 10 from a hotel room in Phil- 
adelphia. In difficult circumstances 
since the passing of vaude, he was 
said to have been despondent. 

Gardner, who did a tramp char- 
acterization, worked with his wife, 
Lottie, and brother, William. Their 
comedy act was a success through- 
out the U. S. and Europe some 25 
years ago. Later he shifted to legit 
and appeared with Gertrude Law- 
rence, Sanderson & Crumit and 
other stars. His wife died about 
three years ago. 

A niece survives. 








LOUISE MINK 

Louise Mink, 60, retired legit 
actress, died in Philadelphia, May 
7. She had been under treatment 
at the Univ. of Penn hospital prior 
to her death. 

Although scoring her greatest 
success in musical comedy and 
operettas, she had appeared in a 
number of straight plays with the 
late John Barrymore and others. 
She also appeared with Emma 
Trentini in “The Firefly” and sev- 
eral other musicals in which 
Trentini was starred. 


BARNEY ROSENTHAL 








ing the Wind,” “The Conquerors” 
and “Under the Red Robe.” In 


manager of the Monogram Pictures 


In Fond Remembrance 


WILLIAM 


H. STEIN 


CO-FOUNDER OF M.C.A. 
MAY 14, 1943 


1898 she withdrew from the Em- 
star in “The 


Christian,” by Hall Caine, a play| 


vA which she made an enormous 


Miss Allen stayed in the lime- 
light until she decided to retire 
from the stage. Her last appear- 
Raiiiiiirden hone eae 
; a n “When 
a Feller Needs a Friend.” 

She was married in 1905, in 


* ~ » 
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VERA GORDON 


Gordon, 61, known in mo- 
Pictures for portrayal of 
roles, died at her home in 
ns. Cal, May 8. 
vi ge success in 
theatres in New York 
ears toured with 
in 3918 Ween ake 
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GEORGE F. WIELLAND 
e F. Wielland, 74, prexy of 
Atapolo Cireuit of theatres in 
died at md and nearby resorts, 
May 4. S home at Margate, N. J.,4 


A native ‘ 
of Philadelphia, Wiel- 
= oF later went to Atlantic City 
built hic 2¢aded a realty firm. He 
re ie igre theatre, the Bijou, 
Ventner, Sinton peuccessively the 


surburh. 2" theatres in nearb 





exchange died May 3 of a cerebral 
hemorrhage in that city. 

Rosenthal came to St. Louis from 
Chicago in 1907 as manager of the 
old firm of Swanson-Crawford, film 
equipment distributors. Later he 
was manager of the Universal Pic- 
tures office and in 1923 formed an 
indie company with Nat Steinberg, 
manager of Republic Pictures. He 
later bought the Columbia fran- 
chise and also was associated with 
Republic Pictures before joining 
Monogram. 

A brother survives. 





NICHOLAS COZZOLINO | 
Nicholas Cozzolino, 29, aerial 
performer, died in Providence, 
R. I., May 5, of injuries suffered a 
few hours before when he plunged 


a native of Chatham, N. Y., fell 
when his trapeze bar, suspended 
from the wrists of a fellow acrobat, 
broke lose from the end of the 
ropes holding it. 





Dr. WILLIAM BERWALD 

Dr. William Berwald, 83, musi- 
cian and composer and for more 
than 50 years a member of the 
faculty of the College of Fine Arts 
of Syracuse University, died in 
Loma Linda, Cal., May 8. 

Among more than 400 works Dr. 
Berwald published was “Symphonic 
Prelude,” which won many awards. 

His wife died in 1931. 





FRANK LEIGH 
Frank Leigh, 60, character actor, 
died in Hollywood, May 9. He had 
been featured many years in pro- 
ductions on the London stage be- 
fore coming to the U. S. Upon ar- 
rival he concentrated on film work, 


Studio, Fort Lee, N. J., in 1916. 
Wife and two brothers survive. 





CHARLES CORMIER 
Charles L. Cormier, 59, come- 
dian and radio actor, died in New 
Orleans, May 4. He was known pro- 


recent years he was “Cinders” of 
the radio comedy team of “Smoky 
Joe and Cinders.” 





LEO JAWOROWSKI 
Leo Jaworowski, 64, assistant to 





bs of Atlantic City. In 1916 


James C. Petrillo, head of the 


Barney Rosenthal, 63, St. Louis | 


110 feet from a trapeze during a) 
carnival performance at Cranston. | 

Cranston police said Cozzolino, | 
a veteran of Air Corps service and | 


starting with the old World Film 


esionally as Chuek Connors. In| 


American Federation of Musicians, 


|died in Chicago, May 4. 


Survived by widow, three daugh- 
ters and'a son. 





JOHN HIGGS 
John Higgs, formerly associated 
with “Buck” Lewis in the operation 
of the Carney, Rolla, Mo., died at 
his home in Waynesville, Mo., 
May 3. 


CHARLES P. ANDERSON 

Charles P. Anderson, 76, re- 
putedly the inventor of the player 
piano, died in Chicago, May 9. In 
recent years he was associated with 
J. P. Seeburg, jukebox manufac- 
turer. 

Survived by wife and son. 








Mrs. Georgianna Louise Morgan, 
63, wife of Ralph Morgan, actor, 
died at her home in Beverly Hills, 
Cal., May 8. In addition to hus- 
band she is survived by a daughter, 
Claudia Morgan, stage and radio 
actress. 





Paul L. Morin, 45, father and 
former manager of the Morin Sis- 
ters, radio singers, died in Chicago, 
May 6. 

Survived by wife and three 
daughters. 





Arthur B. Marshall, 62, stage- 
hand for the past 25 years, last em- 
ployed at the Shubert theatre, Chi, 
died in that city, May 7. 

Survived by wife 
daughters. 


and two 





Mother of Harry Azen, violinist 
with network orchs in New York 
and former concertmaster of Stan- 
ley theatre ensemble in Pittsburgh, 
died at her home in that city, 
May 3. 





Wilbur M. Lewis, 79, who was a 
member of T. Fred Henry concert 
band, died in Des Mines, May 4 
following an operation. 





Mother, 72, of Al Horwits, east- 
ern publicity manager of Univer- 
ee in Philadelphia Monday 





Mother of Dick Irving Hyland, 
writer-producer, died May 3 in 
Hollywood. 


Mother of Charles Balthrope, 
owner and operator of KITE, died 
in San Antonio, Tex., May 5. 








Mrs. George Dutton, 43, wife of 
Paramount's recording supervisor, 
died May 4 in Hollywood. 


MARRIAGES 


Diana Bennett Wanger to John 
Hardy Anderson, Beverly Hills, 
May 8. Bride is daughter of Joan 
Bennett and Walter Wanger. 

Lynn Warren to Larry Coleman, 
New York, recently. Bride is band 
vocalist; he’s a composer. 

Rosebud Kayes to Bill Uher, 
Chicago, May 4. He’s with David 
LeWinter orch. 

Florence Captor to Vernon Heer- 
en, Chicago, May 8. Both are with 
NBC in Chi. 

Dorothy Olsen to Charles B. 
Chapman, Chicago, May 13. Bride 
is secretary at ABC, Chi. 

Jean Boxer to Joe Wolfson, New 
York, May 9. He’s in the theatre 
dept. of the William Morris agency. 

Lucille Springer to Raymond 
Steinkamp, Jr., Kansas City, Mo., 
|May 1. Bride is receptionist at 
KMBC in that city. 

Mary Frances Kylen to David 
Page, Seattle, May 1. He’s an an- 
nouncer at KIRO in that city. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Norman Panama, 
daughter, Hollywood, April 29. 
Father is a producer-writer at 
RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Syd Magidson, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, May 6. Par- 
ents are the dance team of Sydney 
and Ames. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donn Wemuth, son, 
Fairmont, W. Va., April 14. Father 
manages WB theatre there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bronder, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, April 22. 
Father operates indie theatre cir- 
cuit there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard (Buddy) 
Robbins, son, New York, May 10. 
Father is veepee of J. J. Robbins 
& Sons, music publishers. 


Suit Mistrial 


Continued from page 1 a-<——_e 


| Leibell promptly called a halt to 
‘the trial after admonishing Mrs. 
Brennan and her lunchtime com- 
panion, E. William Tooth, another 
juror. Both were dropped from 
jury lists” 

The blonde, who had been widely 
billed by expert show biz observers 
'as the cutest casting in anybody’s 
|jury box, was taken aback by the 
sudden twist to her harmless’ tete- 





























a-tete. She had only cracked to 
Schwartz, she later said, “I see 
you’re on a champagne diet.” Re- 
mark was apropos of earlier testi- 
mony in the form of a letter writ- 
ten to Schwartz which observed 
that he had “a champagne 
appetite.” 


Schwartz, who’s operator of the 
National theatre, Louisville, Ky., 
was also reprimanded for behaving, 
as he thought, as a southern gentle- 
man should. His suit against the 
majors will pick up again next 
Monday (17) after a new jury is 
selected. He was spotted making 
his way to Mrs. Brennan’s table by 
Howard Levinson, Warner Bros. 
legalite, who reported it to his con- 
freres. 

Trial started Monday (10) with 
opening statements to the jury. 
Monroe Stein represents the plain- 
tiff on the hearings. 


Case involves the National thea- 


tiff charging that it was discrimi- 
nated against in favor of affiliate 
theatres. Ed Raftery of O’Brien, 
Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler is 
fronting fer Metro and United 
Artists; John Caskey of Dwight, 
Harris, Koegel & Caskey for 20th- 
Fox, Paramount and RKO: Louis 
(Schwartz &) Frohlich for Colum- 
bia; Abraham Friedman of Phila- 
delphia for Warner Bros.; and M. 
Lavenstein for Republic. 


Anti-Film Bills 


—=—_m=== Continued from page 5 ——— 











by the Government in this litiga- 
tion.” * 


between the manufacturers of films 
or the distributors of films and the 
owners of theatres which have 
been forcing out the little fellow 
from the theatre business.” 


Langer also related the story of 
the North Dakota Act of 1937, 
which outlawed ownership of thea- 
tres by film producers in that state, 
but which the legislature repealed 
before the Supreme Court could 
rule on the legality of the law. 


U. S. Into Its Dance|| 


Continued from page 1 











Gene Krupa and other maestros 
have within the past month made 
note of the fact that over 90% of 
attendees at their dates consist- 
ently got out on the dance floor to 
terp, not gather around the band- 
stand. That Lombardo should be 
included in that group is not. sur- 
prising. Even though his is essen- 
tially a dance band, large percent- 
ages of his attendees heretofore 
gaped instead of gliding. 

Another cheerful note is the 
claim by agencies that a majority 
of the summer one-nighters who 
have been conducting pre-season 
operations for the past month or 
more, have done well at the b.o. 
Most have made money and virtu- 
ally all have relayed to agency men 
the opinion that biz this season 
will b> better than last. 

As for the agencies, they are 
experiencing the usual shortage of 
bands. Always during the spring, 
when summer bookings are being 
closed, there’s a dearth of combos 
to sell. This year it’s the same. 








| Blanche Yurka 


Continued from page 1 


top job at Stanford Univ., Miss 
Yurka said, and if the system were | 
to spread across the country, with 
30 or 40 universities and colleges 
participating, she believes it would 
help solve the legit problem on 
Broadway. She’s firmly convinced 
it would bring out local talent that 
now dies aborning, and would also 
give theatrical hopefuls a chance 
to get training under professionals. 
Lees showed considerable in- 
terest in the idea, and said he 
hoped to get something concrete 
under way, but of course the deal 
will depend entirely on university 
authorities. Miss Yurka is work- 
ing with Lees on another appear- 
ance here next year, in produc- 
tions that could be tied in with the 
Utah Symphony. She’s particular- 
ly anxious to do “L’Arlesienne” 
with incidental music. 


After finishing her three-per- 


actress headed for Broadway, for 
rehearsals in an unamed comedy 
for the strawhat circuit and later 
possibly New York. 





tre, Louisville, Ky., with the plain-| 


Langer described it as “a deci- | 
sion which, in my opinion, will | man, 
wipe out forever the combination | first came to the Coast on tour with 


| 





Thesps to Directing 
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at Paramount; Gene Raymond, di- 
recting and starring in “Miliion 
Dollar Weekend,” which Matty 
Kemp’s Masque Productions is 
making in Honolulu for Eagle Lion 
release; and Felix Jacoves, former 
Broadway thesp who came to Hol- 
lywood as dialog director and is 
now completing for Warners “This 
Side of the Law,” his first as head 
man. ‘ 


Many at Warners 


Latter studio is loaded with 
such about-face careerists. Latest 
addition is Bretaigne Windust, who 
got his start as an actor in New 
York, staged a number. of hits 
there, and is now directing “June 
Bride,” Bette Davis-Robert Mont- 
gomery starrer. Montgomery, in- 
cidentally, can tell Windust a thing 
or two about the business, having 
guided and starred in “Lady in the 
Lake” at Metro and “Ride the Pink 
Horse” at Universal-International. 
His “Bride” assignment is a rest- 
up between other directorial as- 
signments at U-I. 

Others at Warners are David 
Butler, now directing “Silver Lin- 
ing,” whose first big role was as a 


street cleaner in Fox’s Janet 
Gaynor-Charles Farrell starrer, 
“Seventh Heaven,” after many 


years as a bit player; Raoul Walsh, 
who ended his acting days with 
ithe old “Cisco Kid’ series when 
he lost an eye in an auto accident, 
now prepping “Fighter Squadron”; 
Peter Godfrey, former London legit 
thesp, now readying “The Girl 
from Jones Beach”; Vincent Sher- 
ex-Group Theatre-ite, who 


“Counsellor - at- Law,” currently 
getting “Flamingo Road” ready for 
the cameras after winding “The 
Adventures of Don Juan”; and 
Richard Bare, little theatre thesp 
brought to the Burbank studio to 
direct the “So You Want To—” 
series and now directing his first 
feature - length film, “Smart 
Money.” 


Irving Pichel, remembered for 
his role of prosecuting attorney in 
Paramount's “An American Trag- 
edy,” has just finished “Mr. Pea- 
body and the Mermaid” at U-I, 
with “The Miracle of the Bells” 
being released by RKO. Norman 
Foster is directing “Kiss the Blood 
Off My Hands” at U-I. Bill Seiter, 
who once rode a horse for Al 
Christie, has just finished “One 
Touch of Venus” at same studio. 


Elia Kazan, who won the 1947 
Oscar as best direc for 20th- 
Fox’s “Gentleman’s Agreement,” 
was originally brought to the Coast 
by Warners several years ago as 
an actor. Director of Par’s “The 
Great Gatsby” is Elliott Nugent, 
another off-again-on-again trouper. 
Richard Whorf, currently unas- 
signed, has an actor-director pact 
with Metro. Orson Welles directed 
and starred in “Lady from Shang- 
hai” for Columbia and “Macbeth” 
for Republic. 

Otto Preminger provides the 
switch. He has deserted directing 
at 20th-Fox for the time being for 
a spot of histrionics with Douglas 


| Fairbanks, Jr., in “The O’Flynn” 


at U-I. 











Names Boom Bistros 
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the Williams Bros., at $7,000 plus 
percentages at Le Directoire, and 
Joey Adams, Mark Plant and Tony 
Canzoneri at the Latin Quarter. 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, who 
are in at $2,500, are responsible 
for a healthy slice of business at 
the Copacabana. 

Another instance, albeit in a 
smaller orbit, is Billie Holiday, 
who’s jamming the small Ebony 
club. She’s giving that room the 
healthiest trade it’s had since it 
opened up. 

Indicative of the business being 
racked up is the indication that 
the Harem will gross an estimated 
$45,000 for the first week of the 
Ritzes. For this engagement, mini- 
mums have been hiked to $5 and 
$7.50 on weekends. The Riviera is 
seported to have grossed around 
$45,000, while the Copa is in the 
groove with a smart $30,000. Direc- 
toire is in the fine form with an 
approximate $25,000 although the 
Thompson boff draw is now easing 
a bit. 

In the case of the Ebony club, an 








formance stint in Salt Lake, the | unprecedented situation occurred 


Saturday (8). Because of the huge 
crowds the management borrowed 
a batch of chairs from the Iceland, 
“next door. : 
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ANDREWS—WOW! BOFF! SOCKO!' 





Andrews Gals Gobble 
Campbell Soup For 
39 Weeks More 


Ward Wheelock, ad agency for 
the Campbell Soups-Franco Amer- 
ican combine, has announced that 
the Andrews Sisters’ radio con- 


tract has been renewed through 
1948. Contract calls for their con- 
tinued thrice-weekly appearance on 
Bob Crosby’s “Club Fifteen” pro- 
gram on CBS Network. Gals have 
been regulars on the show since 
last fall. Show emanates from 
Hollywood and has been showing 
healthy Hoopers. 

Trade reports, as well as public 
approval, have commended the 
show particularly when the An- 
drews Sisters are on. Their happy 
touch with a breezy script, their 
zestful renditions of current songs 
and the musical plugs for the prod- 
ucts, and the humorous characters 
assumed by the girls for the pro- 
gram, all combine for a lickety- 
split quarter hour. 

The trio will be on leave from 
the show during the summer while 
they make a trip to London (see 
story elsewhere on this page), but 
will return in the fall. 


Andrews Sisters To 
London Palladium in Aug. 


Hollywood’s current “go east” 
trend is fast turning into a relay, 
with second step being from New 
York to Europe. Notable among 
recent stars to sign for appear- 
ances overseas are the Andrews 
Sisters. 

Lou Levy, gals’ p. m., has con- 
‘tracted for*the trio to appear at 
the Palladium in London this sum- 
mer. The Palladium has booked 
the girls for 4 weeks beginning 
August 2nd. They will probably 
make no other overseas appear- 
ances, as they will have to plane 
back to L. A. by Sept. 6 to start 





other commitments already pacted 
for fall and winter. 

Sailing on the Queen Elizabeth 
with the sisters wi!’ be Lou Levy, 
Vic Schoen and a group of musi- 
cians specially selected to back up 
the vocal offerings of the trio. En- 
tire company will sail about July 16. 

In addition to managing the ex- 
pedition, Levy plans to confer with 
Peter Maurice Music Company of- 
ficials and attend to other business 
matters while in London. Levy’s 
firm, Leeds Music, and Peter Mau- 
rice have for several years enjoyed 
a reciprocal pub rights deal. 


Princess Elizabeth Prizes 
Store of Andrews’ Platters 


Discographers unearthed an un- 
usual story recently when they dis- 
covered that the Crown Princess 
was among the world’s most avid 
collectors of American pop music 
in wax form. 

Among other priceless items 
brought to light was m collection 
of Andrews Sisters’ platters that 
experts believe to be the most 
complete of any outside the States. 


DANNY KAYE SEES 
GATE KILL FOR ANDREWS 


Danny Kaye, who recently com- 
pleted one of the most sensational”! 
appearances ever made by an 
American star in London, re- 


marked when hearing that the 
girls had definite plans set. .. 
“If I went over as big as I did, be- 
lieve me, the Andrews Sisters will 














new 52 wk. radio series and fulfill | 
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arated, and not known 
over as “America’s Nuz. 
Singing Act!” 


ANDREWS 3 A ‘NATURAL’ 
FOR TELE SHOW 


The Andrews Sisters are prep- 
ping a show for television to be 
presented to sponsors in the fall. 
Video heads have long felt that 
the girls would be naturals for the 
picture waves. Famous as much 
for their ente routines as 
for their pipes, the trio has always 
gone over big in p. a.’s. Case in 
point is the terrifie reception ac- 
corded their after-the-show bit on 
the Campbell Soups radio pro- 





gram. 

It has been pointed out that the 
Andrews gals are born entertain- 
ers and the step to television will 
require practically no change in 
their style. Their rapid fire de- 
livery has always necessitated 
memorizing their material and has 
made them tops in timing and the 
not-so-gentle art of ad-libbing. 

They achieved their initial show 
biz success as hoofers, so, in addi- 
tion to other: specialties, gals are 
polishing six new terp routines and 
also brushing up their pantomime 
material which has always been an 
hilarious part of their personal 
appearance shows. 

With the Andrews Sisters not 
only singing, but dancing, acting, 
and making with the gags, the 
show looks like a hot prospect for 
tele. So, sponsors, the line forms 
at the right when the gals return 
from London late in the summer. 
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ANDREWS SKEDDED 
FOR N. Y. ROXY 


The Sisters Andrews’ popularity 
almost boomeranged re cently. 
Gals’ foreign, radio, recording, film 
and other dates have had their 
manager and staff in a frenzy for 
the past several weeks. Manage- 
ment was fearful that other com- 
mitments would prevent their 
squeezing in any i948 American 
personal appearances for one of 
the country’s top B. O. magnets. 
Clever, split-second juggling of 
bookings and time-tables made it 


.Possible to arrange a four week 


stint at the Roxy with the tee-off 
slated for June 23. Although long 
time faves on the stem (Para- 
mount), appearance will be the 
first for trio at Roxy. 





P..3. 


We're taking @ vacation. . , . 
June 4th to June 23rd 





Personal Management 


LOU LEVY 
RKO Bldg, Radio City, N. Y. 








































CASH REGISTER JINGLES WITH ANDREWS TRIO JINGLE BELLS 
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WALT DISNEY SPOTS 
ANDREWS SISTERS 
IN ‘LITTLE TOOT’ 


Patty, Maxene, and LaVerne 
Andrews have an important part 
in Walt Disney’s great new techni- 
color cartoon, “Melody Time,” re- 
cently released. Pic, which is 
along same lines as Disney’s 
“Make Mine Music,” stars the An- 
drews trio in a song and narration 





sequence titled “Little Toot.” 


Little Toot, it is revealed in the 
course of the film, is a little tug 


boat in New York’s harbor who be- 
comes a hero and gets his name in 
all the papers for bravely rescuing 
a big ocean liner. Fans will recall 
similar stint in “Make Mine Mu- 
sic” wherein gals told the story of 
“Johnny Fedora and Alice Blue 
Bonnet.” 

~ “Melody Time” is the 20th 
movie in which the Andrews Sis- 
ters have appeared. 19th was 
“Road to Rio’ with Bing Crosby, 
Bob Hope, and Dorothy Lamour, 
an experience which the girls sur- 
vived with flying colors. 

In September, upon their return 
from London, Lou Levy plans pro- 
duction of the girls’ own picture, 
“Apple Blossom Time.” Name, of 
course, derives from trio’s famous 
theme song which has become syn- 
onymous with their name and is 
one of their million-record sellers. 





Be Topped By Latesi 
Andrews-Decca Hit 


The Andrews Sisters’ recent Dee. 
ca release of “Sabte Dance” and 
“Heartbreaker” is creating quite a 
stir on the counters and in. the 
jukes. Decca expects sales to 
equal Andrews’ “‘Toolie,” current 
diskery top-seller, and gals’ more 
recent release,“We Just Couldn't 
Say Goodbye” backed with “The 
Bride and Groom Polka.” 

Both “Sabre” and “Heart. 
breaker” are top-drawer Andrews. 
The trio give with a seven syllable 
per second beat on “Sabre” and on 
the flip, gals’ pipes contribute a 
top rendition of the current Leeds’ 

Trade is also keeping an eyé 
peeled to the Andrews’ just re- 
leased re-issue of “Mean to Me” 
and a pair of back-to-back pic tunes 
“Run, Run, Run” and “Don't 
Blame Me.” 


ANDREWS SIS 
KOP KAPP KUDOS 


According to Deeca prexy, Jack 
Kapp, the “Sabre"-“Heartbreaker” 
coupling writes the latest chapter 
in one of the greatest success 
stories on records. 

For over ten years, the Andrews 
Sisters have been turning out hits. 
Their first record hit was “Bei Mir 
Bist Du Schoen” which sold 350,000 
copies in its first year and which 
is still in demand. Since “Bei Mir,” 
Andrews have established all-time 
sales records with “Hold Tight.” 
“Beer Barrel Polka,” “Well, All 
Right,” “Beat Me Daddy,” “Rhum- 
boogie,” “Wodelin’ Jive,” “Ti Pi 
Tin,” “Down in the Valley,” “Pistol 
Packin’ Mama,” “Rum and Coca 
“Cola,” “Apple Blossom Time,” 
“Along the Navajo Trail,” “South 
America, Take it Away,” and 
flocks more. 


Style Slanted to John Q. 


The Andrews Sisters who have 











remained solidly at the top for 
ten years, far outsell any other vo- 
cal combo in the business. Answer 
; to their tremendous success on 
reco-ds probably lies in the fact 
that they have developed a pol- 
ished style which is slanted to 
John Q. and appeals to folks of all 
ages and musical likes. 

Patty, Maxene, and LaVerne are 
famous for their rhythm, jazz and 
comedy sense. They’re equally 
famous for their frankly schmaltzy 
arrangements of old songs and 
sentimental tunes. 

Whatever they record, the An- 
drews gals are in there every min- 
ute. They started out with the 
highest standards of performance 
and musical integrity, and they 
have never relaxed those stan 
ards. Maybe that’s why they're 
such hits with the G. A. P. (great 
American public). 


Crosby, Haymes, Lombardo, 
Kaye Team With Andrews 


The Andrews Sisters have helped 
to establish a trend of super-stal- 
studded disks by making severa 
recordings with their “boy friends. 
One of their favorite co-stars 'S 
Bing, with whom they have made 
enough best-sellers to finance # 
bank. 

Diek Haymes joined the gals re- 
cently to wax Fan yl and “My 
Sin” and Danny Kaye came over to 
do “Civilization” and “Bread aD 
Butter Woman” and followed | 4 
“Big Brass Band from Brazil” an 
“It’s a Quiet Town.” All are spin- 
ning merrily in juke boxes and on 
turn-tables across the country. 
Next Andrews release will be “160 


Acres” which they cut with Crosby. 
Holley. 





‘Toolie Oolie Doolie’ May | 




















sal 











. 





i i i ek, cs 


Co ese wee So ah be ws cu. 


STP sAtmescevrvamesro 





